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ADVERTISEMENT. 


vas my Deſign to bury in Obli- 
| vion the Motives for ſuppreſſing 
Rad ihe ſeventh Part at Paris, and 
waz to have ſligbted by my Silence 
Proceedings as extraordinary, as they were 
unjuſt ;, but reflecting, that ſuch a Conduct 
might forfeit the Eſteem of all Lorrain, of 
which I am inexpreſſibly jealous, I have 
prevailed with myſelf to give the Detail of 
this Affair, that the Publick may judge if 
T deſerve the ſevere Treatment I am going 

to relate, : 
About a Month after this feventh* Part 
was publiſh*d at Paris, my Footman inform- 
ed me one Afternoon, that a Man in Boots 
had a Letter for me from the Lieatenant 
General de Police. It ſurpriſed me; I was 
required to appeal that ſame Day before 
M. Herault, on Affairs that regarded me 
perſonally, I did not know what to think . 

an 


r 


„ 
and ibo 1 bad no Grounds to apprehend 
fuch a Viſit, it gave me no ſmall Uneaſi- 
neſs. 

1277 Herault 0/4 me, it concerned the 
_ ſeventh Part of the Fortunate Country 
Maid: that the Ducheſs of Lorrain was 
prejudiced againſt me : that at ber Inſtance 
1 was commanded never to mention Lorrain 


as ws 


but with due Reſpef?. In a great Surpiize, 


Jad this Magiſtrate on what Part of my 


Works this Calumny could be grounded: ? 
Aſſuring him, that 4 ſeventh Part actually 


 extolPd the Lorrainers. He referred me to 
the Sieur Jean, one of his principal Clerks + 
this Man gave me an Account of the Affair, 
and threw me into the greateſt Atoniſpment, 

by letting me into the Particulars of the 
Charge. I depended upon the Work itſelf 


for my Fuſtification, which-I gave in to be 


examined ; the Thing appeared ſo plain, 
that it Popped there, and not a _ more 
faid of it. 


A Fertnight afterwards there came an 


Order from Court, which ſuppreſſed the ſe- 15 


vent h Part, I had given Io be examined ; 
all my Remonſtrances were in vain, the Bool 
was abſolutely ſuppreſſed. I was a long timo 
before T)unravelled this ſurpriſing Adven- 
ture, butt at loft I compaſſed it: ſee page 45: 


The Marqueſs, relating bis Journey 10 


Lorrain, tells Dis Miſtreſs, bat in the A 
- fairs 


E 


fairs of Life, the firſt Step is all; * Tho” 


Melancholy, ariſing from your Abſence, 
© hung upon me, yet I had a Reliſh for 
Company; but, what ebiefly drew me fre- 
« quently to one particular Houſe was the 


near Reſemblance which the Counteſs de 


* Charee's eldeſt Daughter has of you, in 
every thing except her Temper and Height ; 
* methought I Jaw you whenever I was in 
* ber Company.” 
Temper is the Grounds of the Accufation 
and Suppreſſion. To give it an Air of Pro- 
bability, this is the Way. they argue: The 
Country Maid 7s repreſented under an ac 
compliſhed Charafter all thro the Work ; 


Peking of Mi js Charce, tis ſaid, ſhe re- 


fembled Jenny in every Reſpect except her 
Temper, which was therefore Sad. 4: Plea- 
ſant Conſequence F Jenny is chearful, Miſs 
Charẽe melancholy, there's my Anſwer. Was 


ever Man taxed with Malevolence, for ſay- 


ing that an amiable Perſon was melancholy, 
ir chearful * The Word Temper is a Sub- 
antive, and vague; and determines not the 
dea annexed ty it, without the Relatives. 
_ thereto. We ſay Miſs fuch a one is 
ll tempered, or good temper, this is eaſily 
nderfaod. The Word Temper implies the 
lumour, the Diſpoſitions, and leaves no bad 
preſſion, when employed, unleſs Adjec- 

ves are added, Which elm the I 


And this Difference of 


j 
/ 
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An ordinary Comprehenſion ſuffices for this. 
How could then this Paſſage be alledged a- 
gainſt me, to prove me guilty of Malice, 
and to proſecute me for it? How have they 


farther taxed me with Malevolence in all I 
| have advanc'd of the Lorrain Ladies? Let 


them be at the Trouble of reading pag. 4.5, 
what the Marqueſs there ſays to the Coun» 
try Maid of them; after this Examination, 


am ſure the World muſt render me the 


Fuſtice that is due to me, and be aſtoniſh'd, 
as well as I, to fee me perſecuted on ſuch 
frivolous Pretences. 

Let me explain myſelf however ; *t1s not 
the Court, nor much leſs the Publick, that 
ara the Authors of this Perſecution.z on the 
contrary, I am much beholden to them both, 
After ſome Months I diſcover'd whom I am 
oblig?d to for the Strokes I have received, 
TheReader will Ge in a Paſſage betwixt the 
Marqueſs and the Country Maid, by what 
Means ] brought upon myſelf the Enmity of 
a Man ⁊obo was once my Friend; it is p. 49, 
the anagrammatical Name of this Hero is 
St. Alu. 

Lorrain ſhall witneſs the Fafts I report, 
and the World ſball judge after reading this 
Hiſtory, and all the Politeneſs and Partiali- 
ty with which I mention this Nation, wht- 
ther the Pretences employ'd for ſuppreſſing 
this ſeventh Part, were founded upon Red. 
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EXT to my Bedchamber, was a Cloſet 
a adorn'd with Pannels of Looking-Glaſs ; 
the Hangings, like thoſe of the Apart- 

ment, were Crimſan Damaſk * 

with gold Fringe: Several Pictures re- 


| preſenting Children playing together, and beautiful 


Landſchapes, all placed with great Symmetry be- 
tween the Glaſſes, Pad a charming Effect; but what 
pleaſed me moſt, was a Book · Caſe at the farther End, 
containing great Choice of new Muſick Books. 

My Toilette was placed in the Wardrobe I men- 
tioned before ; it contained every thing that regards 
Dreſs: 'The Boxes were filled with Bracelets, Gloves, 
and modern Trinkets in an elegant Taſte. What- 
ever Inclination I had to examine every thing in 
particular, the Fear of being interrupted, not hav- 
ing ſufficient Time to go thro' the Whole, obliged 
me to content myſelf with a tranſient View of fo 
many bewitching Objects. 

I was not a little ſurprized, in opening the Cheſts, 
at the great Abundance of Linen and other things. 
What was deſign'd for my wearing, appeared ex- 
ceeding fine: but a compleat Service of Plate, 
which I found by itſelf, I muſt needs own, quite 
charmed me. 

Another Cheſt furniſhed a ſet of China of the 
fineſt Sort ; in the Partitions was contain'd every 
thing belonging to the Table. 3 

After running over all theſe things, I return'd 
to my Chamber. I was curious to know the Con- 
tents of a large Commode with a Marble Cover, 
which was no mal Ornament to the Room. The 
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my 
firſt Drawer was filled with Mercers Goods, for wi 
making Gowns proper for the ſeyeral Seaſons of to 2 
the Year ; nothing was forgot even of the moſt tri- whe 
| fling Nature. This Detail may, very well be mi 
thought tedious, yet it's really neceſſary in order Wo: 
to give a juſt Idea 6f my ns Admirer. Self-Love 8 
poſhbly finds its Account here, but that is a Subject Exp 
[ am not very willing to diſcuſs; ſuch an obliging 1 
Attention muſt neceffarily- make a very engaging B 
Impreſſion on the Mind of a'young Creature. Not my ſe 
to own Lwas very much affected With this generous fally 
Behaviour, would be making tod free With Sinerri- the 
ty; and as Experience convinced me that his Con- its gr 
duct was not in the leaſt influenced by any crimi- 1 
nal Views, I was the mare ſenfible.of the Oblgz, WI 11, y 
TT oo Atten 
The little Reſt my Affairs had allow'd in the Eves 
foregoing Nights, oppreſs d me to that Degree, that guiſh 
notwithſtanding my Eagerneſs to continue the Scru- book 
tiny, I was obliged to deſiſt; Sleep C verpower'd mes, baniſh 
and I threw myſelf into Bed. There my Soul, per-. . 
fectly ſatisfied with my preſent Situation, and void. Proper 
of Care for what: was to come, entertain'd none. rally a 
but the moſt agreeable Ideas, follow'd by ſo pro- can («| 
found a Repoſe, that I did not wake till the Day Juice 
. parabi 
It was near Sun-ſet, when the Noiſe of the Dy o 
Coaches obliged me to riſe; I immediately recolleC „ [Mgcnuor 
ed that I had faſtened my Chamber Door, upon, co ſuch 
which T went and drew back the Bolts: This was no the Sec 
ſooner done, but my waiting Woman enter d. Lord! II prope 
* Madam (faid ſhe in a wheedling Tone) you are prove k 
* certainly very timorous, ta barricade.yourſelf thus Forming 
in broad Day-Light. I have been ſeveral Times. ul Exp 
at the Door to know if you warted me; but the Wow ve 
Fear of diſturbing you, made me wait till now.“ ect. ſo 
This was anſwer't with great Ir difference on my Vor. 


Side. Her Countenance did not plꝛaſe me 84 lach 
Antipathies are many times irivolw t , and from, 


31 
my Childhood I was liable to Prepoſſeſſions of this 
Nature, tho' they are often groundleſs, and always 

argue a Weaknels in our Underſtanding. We ought 
to guard againſt ſuch Follies, as there are many 
who by an unfortunate Caſt in their Aſpect pro- 
miſe nothing commendable, and yet their real 
Worth greatly ſurpaſſes that of others whoſe Coun- 
tenances are very taking at firſt Sight. Every Day's 
Experience juſtifies this Remark, tho? very few cor- 
rect the Failing. 

Brachan having open'd the Windows, I plac'd 
myſelf at one of them. The Evening was delight- 
fally pleafant, and abundance of People were taking 
the Air. Such a Sight was altogether unuſual to me, 

its great Variety affording an agreeable Amuſement. 

I was charm'd with the Neatneſs and Elegance of 
the Womens Dreſſes; I examin'd them with great 
Attention, and ſuch as pleas'd me moſt, drew my 
Eves aſter them as far as I could poſſib'y diſt in- 
guiſh one Object ſrom another. 'This ſo entirely 
took up my Thoughts, that every thing elſe was 
baniſh'd my Breaſt. 

Women muſt own with me, that our ſtrongeſt 
Propenſity is to examine each other; this is gene- 
rally attended either with Jealouſy or Envy, as we 
can ſeldom prevail on ourſelves to do one another 
Juſtice; a wretched Diſpoſition, which ſeems inſe- 
parable from the Sex. As much as I have at this 
Day got the better of little Follies, if I deal in- 

genuouſly, I muſt acknowledge my ſelf till ſubject 
to ſuch mean Impreſhons. If ever 1 ſhould publiſh 
the Sequel of my Adventures, as perhaps I may; 

i propoſe to treat of this Matter more at large, ard 
prove by Examples how careful we ought to be in 
forming a Judgment on outward Appearances: Fa- 
tal Experience has convinc'd me of this. I am 
now very cautious, it's true, and endeavour to cor- 
rect. ſo great a Weakneſs ; nevertheleſs, it often 
Vor. II. A | hap- 
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happens that Cuſtom, tha ſecond Nature, prevails | 


over Reaſon. 


Whilſt I was deeply engag'd in examining every 


one that paſs'd by, ſomebody claſp'd me faſt in 
their Arms, without my perceiving who it was took 
that Liberty with me. My Colour came, and I 


turn'd about very haſtily, ſtruggling to free myſelf 


from ſuch an unexpected Embrace. It would be 
no eaſy Matter to ſurprize you (ſaid Madame de 
Geneva! laughing) © you are ſo much upon your 
Guard, and are ſo ſtrong, there would be nothing 
got by romping with you.“ Upon my aſking her 


Pardon with a Smile, for being ſo rough in diſen- | 


giging myſelf ; I'll pardon you this once, (replied 
the in a jeſting way) * but another time I fhall not 


be ſo eafily prevaiPd upon; and even now, it ſhall 


only be on this Condition, that you do us the Ho- 
nour of ſupping with us.” This Invitation was ac- 


companied with ſo polite an Air, that I could not 


refuſe it, after which we placed ourſelves at the 
Window, and began to criticiſe thoſe that paſs'd 
by. | | 
. de Geneval had a particular Talent for 
this dangerous Pleaſure ; Dreſs, Figure, Counte- 
nance, nothing eſcaped her. The Women ſeldom 
found Mercy at her Hands ; thoſe who were hand- 


ſome rarely eſcap'd the moſt ſatirical Strokes ; 


the Men came better off, that 1s, ſuch as were a- 
bove the ordinary Rate, for the others were exclud- 
ed all Favour. | 
What do you think of her (cried Madame at 
Geneval) that comes this Way with that flaunting 
* Gate, and falſe Air of Beauty, that deceives at 3 
* Diſtance ? Don't be miſtaken, her fine Complexion 
is only borrowed from the Myſteries of the Toilette, 
« as her Carriage is from the Information of a much- 
© conſulted Looking-Glaſs ; for all her Affecta- 


tion, ſhe is very plain, as you will. own when 2 
« ſe 
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© ſee her nearer. I'll lay a Wager, added ſhe, that 
vou would not ſuſpect her Hair, trick'd up as it 
« 15 with Ribbands, was none of her own; and yet 
« ſhe is as bald as a Coot, and has recourſe to Art for 
« ſupplying the Deficiency of Nature. Speak the 
« Truth, would not you gueſs, by her Attendants 
and Dreſs, that her Huſband belong'd at jeaſt to 
the Exchequer ? Far from it, he is Cook to the 
Prince of —— Tho' her Mather fold Fruit, her 
Vanity aim'd at his Steward; but ſhe is very well 
off in marrying his Cook, who muſt cheat his Ma- 
ſter to maintain her Extravagance : And yet, in 
return for his too great Indulgence, has never a 
quiet Moment; they ſay, his Heart is broke; 
but it's all to no purpoſe, ſhe goes on her old Way. 
Pray behold that other Woman that is com- 
ing out of the great Gates; by her Behaviour and 
the Airs ſhe gives herſelf, would you imagine her 
* to be five and twenty ? and yet ſhe is turn'd of 
fifty; but in order to impoſe on thoſe who don't 
© know her Age, ſhe tells them with an affected Air 
« of Sincerity, that ſhe dreſſes in Brown, becauſe it 
© 15 her favourite Colour and ſuits any Age: But the 
* beſt of the Jeſt is, that ſhe cannot prevail on her- 
« feif to marry a Man who has long made his Ad- 
« dreſſes, for fear, ſhe ſays, of dying in Childbed.” 


| Saying this, Madame de Geneval burſt into ſuch a 


hearty Fit of Laughter, that I could not forbear 
joining with her, though I knew not why. _ 
We had ſpent near an Hour in this kind of A- 
muſement, when a Flouriſh on the Kettle-Drums, 
and a Hurry in the Street, made me enquire what 
could be the Occaſion, * The King is returning from 
Hunting, (replied Madame de Genewal,) we ſhall 
* ſee him paſs by.“ My Heart began to flutter at 
this, as I immediately recollected the firſt Time of my 
ſeeing his Majeſty, and the Conſequences his Pre- 
ſence had drawn after it. Tho' I was now grown 
A 2 un 


up to Vears of Diſcretion, and had already ſatisfi- 
ed my Curioſity, I 1 und the ſame eager Deſire of 
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ſeeing the King ſeize my Soul, as in the Foreſt. 
It's true, I conceal'd my Earneſtneſs. Vanity, which 
always grows upon us, made me imagine I ſhould 
want no Aſſiſtance to diſtinguiſh the King from the 
reſt : perſuaded of this, I fixed my Eyes on that Side 
the King was expected, and gave very little Atten- 
tion to the Criticiſms Madame de Genewal, with her 
uſual Charity, paſs'd e oue that came in 
her way. Y | 
My Impatience did not remain long unſatisfied ; 
the Hunt return'd, and, contrary to what was uſual, 
moved yery ſlowly. Day-light was not quite gone, 
and I congratulated with myſelt on the Opportunity 
I was going to have of conſidering the King's Perſon 
very attentively ; but the falſe Shame of informing 
myſelf which was the King, diſappointed my Hopes, 
ſurrounded as he was by the Courtiers. By good 
Luck, his Majeſty dropp'd ſomething out of his 


Hand, otherwiſe he would have paſs'd by undiſtin- 


uiſhed ; but the Eagerneſs every one expreſs'd to 
take up his Glove and return it, ſufficiently pointed 
him out, and I had the Satisfaction I ſo much de- 


fired. | | 
My Admiration of this charming Prince was ſo 


great, that I could not forbear obſerving to Madame 
de Geneval the Gracefulneſs of his Perſon ; but 


ſhe ſcarce made any A ſwer to what I ſaid on 
the Subject: her Eyes were fixed on a Nobleman, 
with whom ſhe ſeem'd to be entirely charmed, 
and was no leſs ſollicitous to make me ſenſible of 
his perſonal Accompliſhments, than I was in re- 
marking thoſe of the young Monarch. But the beſt 
of it was, we mutually applauded each other's Re- 
marks, falfly imagining they regarded one and the 
ſame Object. 55 | 

In the mean time, the Court was directly under 


gur Windows ; I was ſo taken up with the Sight, 
| | that 
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that J quite forgot J was in a very plain Undreſs. 
Madame de Genewal was full dreſs'd, and, either thro? 
Malice or Inadvertency, did not give me the Hint; 
thus was I unwittingly expos'd to the curious Eyes 
of the Company, for my own little Vanity would 
never have reliſh'd the Negligence of my De/babille. 
F think, I have elſewhere mention'd how much 
I ſuffer'd on ſuch Occaſions, and indeed do to this 


Day. 


© Good God] (cried Madame de Genewal, with a 
myſterious Air, but ſuch as betray'd how well ſhe 
was ſatisfied with her own dear Self) © theſe Men 
* are turned Fools ſurely! One can't be at a Win- 

dow, but they ſtare one thorough ! See, Madam, 
I beg, how they eye us!” In effect, they all to a 

ſingle Man look'd up to our Window as they paſſed 

by. Indeed, Madam (replied I) you make me 
« obſerve what would not have ſurpriz'd me, had 

«© we been the only Women that look'd out of Win- 

* dow in the Street; but, methinks, the whole 
«© Court ſeems intirely taken up with ftaring at us.” 
* Oh! (replied Madame de Genewal) what you ſay 

does not at all ſurprize me; I am ſo well known, 
* ſo very well known,. my pretty Lady, that you 

muſt not wonder at what you fee: You don't 
* know that the King himſelf is pleaſed often to fa- 

* your me with a Look; not that I would have 
* you to think (continued the vain thing, putting 
on an Air of Modeſty) that I attribute this to any 

* thing very flattering in myſelf; my Huſband goes 
* every Day to Court,. and as he is upon very good 

Terms there, it's no Wonder if ſome Notice is 
* taken of me. Did not I tell you ſo ? (added 

Madame de Genewal, ſtanding up) * ſee, the King 
does us the Honour to look at us! He certainly 

* remembers my Face. For Heaven's Sake, 

* Madam, let us retire (continued ſhe in a childiſh 

akected Tone) © I can ſtand it no longer. 
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A Geneva) you are killingly handſome in the Dreſs 
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A Nobleman, who was oppoſite to the Window, 


| fingled me out with his Hat to thoſe that were near 


him: Own, Gentlemen (ſaid he) that young Lady 
to be exceeding handſome, and that the Deſbabille 
you ſee her in, far ſurpaſſes all the Arts of Dreſs ?? 
This was no ſconer ſpoke, but every one ey'd me 
with freſh Attention, and bowed to us one after ano- 
ther. The King being directly oppoſite to our Win- 
dow, look'd up a ſecond Time, and took off his 
Hat: I bluſhed prodigiouſly, and imagining I ovght 
to return the Compliment, made an exceeding low 
Courteſey ; © Lord, Madam, what are you doing? 
{cried Madame de Genewal loud enough to be over- 
heard) no body ſalutes the King; you'll make 
us be taken for meer Country Creatures.“ The 
King and whole Court feil a Laughing at this ill- 
tim'd Reprimand. Whether this was owing to her 
manner of Expreſüng herſelf, or my Simplicity, I 
can't determine; this I know very well, the haſty 
Reproach ſtruck me allof a Heap. I fhou!d have re- 
main'd in this Condition for a conſiderable Time, 
had not Madame de Genewal, in order to ingratiate 


herſelf with me, and ſhow her Knowledge of the 


Court, given me the Names and Hiſtory of part 


of his Majeſty's Retinue, tho“ heard with great In- 
differency on my Side: I had not forgot the little 
Mortification I fancied ſhe had drawn upon me, 
and Self-Love made my Reſentment appear very 
jultifiable. | 
My vain cajoling Landlady, imagining my Si- 
lence proceeded from the Reliſh I had for her Con- 
verſation, continued the Subject for ſome time, 
ſparing nobody that came in her Way: When 
breaking off on a ſudden, ſhe propoſed going down 
to her Apartment, Supper-time, as. ſhe ſaid, draw- 
ing near. I replied, that! it would be proper for'me 
* to put on ſome Head-Cloaths, ſince ſhe would not 
* allow me to dreſs. Oh! by no means (cried Mad. 
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ſo, as you have juſt now heard: We ſhall have fre- 
quent Opportunities of ſeeing you dreſs'd, for 
© this once let us enjoy you in your native Charms.“ 
This Compliment was anſwered in a proper Manncr 
on my Side, not forgetting her Beauty, with which 
ſhe ſeem'd mightily taken ; as indeed this was truly 
her weak Side. It's very juſtly ſaid (cried ſhe, beg- 
ging Pardon for the Freedom of taking me in her 
Arms) that Women of Quality are always di- 
* ſtinguiſhable by their Behaviour: I have ever 
been fond of their Company, as their Converſation 
is ſo very inſtructing'. What don't Prejudice ef- 
fect! As long as ſhe took me for the Counteſs des 
Reches, this was always her Stile; but, the Mo- 


ment ſhe diſcover'd the Truth, ſne proteſted to one, 


who gave me an Account of it, that * ſhe. all a- 


long took me for a Counterfeit ; - that, notwith- 


* ſtanding the Airs I was pleaſed to give myſelf, ſhe 
* ſaw thro? the Artifice, and every Day difcover'd 
* ſomething that betray'd my. mean Birth.” 
much for Prejudice. 

Altho' I was very much preſs'd to go down un- 
dreſs'd as I was, I ſhould: never have conſented, - 


had not Wonfieur de Genewal ſurprized us in the 


Debate: he accoſted us in a genteel Manner, and 


paid his Compliments gracefully enough. He had, 


ſomething of the Fop in him, his Voice trifling, 
and much upon the Familiar : As Separates 
to the Duke of he imagin'd himſelf Com- 
pany for any one; handſome, tall, and well made, 
always in the Pink of the Mode, and very full of 
himſelf; a ready Wit, and ſo happy in bis little 
Sallies, that the Spleen was entirely baniſhed where- 


ever he came, and made his Converſation much 
coveted. The vicious Part of any one's Character 


is much eaſier attain'd, that what is valuable in it; 


bis ſatirical Vein Madame de Genewal had acquir'd, 


and was very ready at biting Expreſſions; but 


9a 4 then, 


So 


you are in; neither am I the only one whothinks 
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then, ſhe wanted the fine Turn of Wit in applying 
them, of which he was a perfect Maſter; inſomuch 


that he would frequently laſh People to their Faces 


with ſo much Art, adapting his Voice and Expreſ- 
ſion ſo juſtly, that every one preſent, except the 
Perſon concern'd, immediately diſcovered who was 
aim'd at; nay, it often happen'd that the Object of 
his Raillery was the moſt diverted of the whole 


Company. Let any one judge if ſuch Talents were 


not eſteem'd in an Age fo favourable to ſatirical 
Reflections, that all Charity for our Neighbour is 


_ exploded as a thing quite out of Date. 


Our Supper was perfectly neat and elegant. 
Monfieur de Geneval acquitted himſelf exceedingly 
well in doing the Honours of his Houſe. We were 
five at Table, without reckoning 
Years old, ſo ver 
thing he could lay his Hands on, daubed the Table- 
Cloth, and ſpoil'd the Clothes of thoſe who had 
the Misfortune to be near him; and all this with- 
out his Father's being allow'd to reprimand him. 
As he was very pretty, and, by way of Compli- 


ment, faid to be like his Mother, ſhe thought upon 


this Account he could not be too much indulged, and 


conſequently ſpoil'd him to ſuch a Degree, that he 
was ready to fling things at any one's Head, that pre- 


ſumed to find fault with him, 
A Relation of Monſicur de Genewal, about fifty 
Years of Age, made the third Woman in the 


Company : her Humour ſeemed gay and airy ; ſhe 
amuſed us with abundance of Pleaſantry, accom- 


panied with ſo much Wit, as threw a Veil over her 
Age, and the malicious Turns ſhe frequently gave 
to things. She was not all of a Piece; her Folly 


betray'd itfelf in giving us to underſtand, that in her 
younger Days ſhe ſtood unrival'd in Point of Beau- 
ty ; then her Diſcourſe run upon the Extravagan- 
cies Princes and Noblemen had committed in mak- 


ing their Addreſſes to her; there was no end of a 
| Sub- 
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gabject; and if any one took a Fancy to contra- 


dict her, as it ſometimes happen'd, the Scene was 


changed in an Inſtant ;. from Aﬀable and Polite, 


ſhe became downright Scurrilous. 


A Gentleman belonging to the Houſhold, . about 


Thirty, was the very Oppolite to the Perſon juſt 


mentioned : Taciturnity, Gloom, and Diſdain were. 
ſtrongly imprinted on his Countenance. He never 
was known to approve of any thing in all his Life ; - 


and before you uttered a ſingle Syllable, you might 
depend upon being. contradicted by him : Put was 


ticle. | 


his dar ling P Ar- 


Notwithſtanding this Difference of Characters, IL. 
ſoon perceiv'd that the Company was agreed upon 

aking me talk, with a Deſign to learn ſome Ac- 
Sand of my Affairs; but Monfteur Saint Fal, Who 
had a good deal of Foreſight, gave me my Leſ- 
ſon in writing: my Story was framed, digeſted, and 
got by heart; I came off very well, notwithſtanding . 


their Attacks, and this chiefly by the conciſe An- 
ſwers I gave. The only Secret for baffling Curio- 
At, is to ſay little; there is no Hazard in being 
cautious, whereas giving a Looſe to the Tongue o- 
verburdens the Memory, and endangers the contra- 
dicting one's ſelf: A tickliſh Situation, to which 


Perſons ought never to expoſe themſelves, who have 


Reaſons not to be publickly known. 


The Deſert had not been long ſerved up, when 
a Footman came and whiſpered ſomething to Ma- 


game de Geneval : ſhe immediately turn'd towards 


me, and told me in my Ear, . that a Nobleman + 
enquir'd for me. Imagining it muſt be Sz. Fal, who 


was come with ſome News, I ordered the Footman - . 


to conduct him to my Apartment, and was pre- 
paring to go and receive him. The Servant hear- 
ing me name that Nobleman, aſſured me it was 
not him, but that he gueſs'd by his Livery, it muſt 


be tle Duke of 


945 and 


- The Name furpriz'd me, 


a 
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and Monfieur de Oencwal perceiving it, a ſced me if 


had any Reaſon for not receiving the Viſit, for in 
that Caſe it was only ſaying, that I did not ſup at 
Home: My Anſwer was, that I did not deſire to be 


ſeen, as the Perſon was an utter Stranger, and I did 
not apprehend what his Buſineſs couldi be. Madame 
de Genewal roſe from Table at this, bidding me make 


myſelf very eaſy, for ſhe would ſpeak to the Duke 


herſelf ; adding with a my fterious Air, that ſhe part- 


ly gueſs'd his Errant. Saying this, ſhe left the 
Room, making me ſeveral Signs which I did not 


comprehend: 

I expected her Return with great Impatience, 
wondering what could detain her ſo long. Ihe Dread 
I had of the old Marqueſe, brought him continu- 
ally to my Mind, whenever troubleſome Accidents 
gave me any Uneaſineſs. 

Monſieur de Geneval perceiving me much diſqui- 
eted, endeavoured to make me {hare in the Mirth 
of the Company: Complaiſance obliged me to 
feign an Attention to what paſs'd. What an irk- 
ſom Taſk it is, to counterfeit a Satisfaction, when 
the Mind labours under Perplexity ! | 

After half an Hour's Stay, Madame de Genewal 
return'd laughing very heartily. Did I not tell 
you (ſaid ſhe, ſpeaking to me) © that we were ex 
* mined very narrowly when at the Window? With⸗ 
out Vanity, our Charms make ſome Noiſe in 
* the World.“ Who doubts. that? - (replied the 
Huſband) all the Court envies my Happineſs in pot- 
* ſefling ſo lovely a Creature as Mad. de Geneva." 
None of your Jeits (continued ſhe half angry at his 
ironical Tone) I could give very convincing Proofs 
of the Truth of what you ſay : But that is net 


the Buſineſs at preſent. It's very certain I have 


had a thouſand ſoft Things ſaid to me juſt now 
* by a very gallant Spark; it's true, I was not alto- 


© gether impos'd on, knowing very well (continued 
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Madame de Geneval pointing lily to me) the Coun? - 


* teſs has the beſt Title to the Courtſhip, tho? ad- 
* dreſs'd to me.“ Meaning me, Madam? (replied I 


very gravely) How can I be any ways concern'd? 


I am but juſt arrived from the other End of the 
Kingdom; have no Acquaintance 


© Alas! © 


that's no Reaſon, replied Monſſeur de Grnewal very 


earneſtly ; © there are a thouſand for your engaging 


their Adoration.” I could not forbear ſmiling at 


the Manner in which I was addreſs'd. The Wife, 
thinking perhaps this was carrying - things too far, 
and like many other Women, was piqued to hear 
another extoll'd, or might be naturally a little jea- 


lous, corrected the Tranſport her Huſband had been 


guilty of, by ſaying, © that if I had not really been 
* fo very handſome, | Novelty was of great Service 


in this Country; nevertheleſs, it mult be ſupport- - 
ed by ſomething more lafling than Beauty; 


* that the Vogue drew Admirers for a while, but 
when that was over, the Object was as eaſily neg- 


lected, as it had been eagerly purſued.' The Gen- 


tleman of the Houſhold oppoſed this Maxim, aſ- 
ſerting, that what was once truly amiable, was: al- 
ways ſo. Madaine de Geneval; who had her Reaſons 
for maintaining what the had advanced, brought a 
recent Example in favour of her own Opinion : 


* You all faw (ſaid ſhe, addreſſing her Diſcourſe to : 


her Huſband's Kinfwoman) © the famous Lyonnoi/e, - 
* fo much talked of about two Years ago at Paris; 


* the was as fair as Alabaſter, 
good Shape and an Air of Grandeur; notwith « 


had ſme "Features, _— 


* ftanding all this, I could? find nothing very ex- 


* traordinary in her; ſhe no ſooner appeared in pul- | 


lick, but was followed by all the Werld.-I hap- - 


* pened to be one Day at the Thuxleries,, when the 


* £yoanvije was walking there; as the great Alley 
perfectly ſwarm'd, I enquired of one I met, what 
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could occaſion fach a Crowd? Good God! Ma- 
* dam, where do you come from (replied the Perſon) . 
| | * not. 


E 


| and Monficur de Genewal perceiving it, a ſæed me if I 1 
had any Reaſon for not receiving the Viſit, for in f 

that Caſe it was only ſay ing, that I did not ſup at +. 

Home: My Anſwer was, that I did not defire to be Ve 

ſeen, as the Perſon was an utter Stranger, and I did 7 

not apprehend what his Buſineſs could be. Madame . 


de Geulwal roſe from Table at this, bidding me make 
myſelf very eaſy, for ſhe would ſpeak to the Duke El 
herſelf ; adding with a my ſterious Air, that ſhe part- ÞW ** 
ly gueſs'd his Errant. Saying this, ſhe left the. the 


Room, making me ſeveral Signs which I did not thi 
comprehend: _ anc 
| I expected her Return with great Impatience, ANC 
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1 vou (ſaid ſhe, ſpeaking to me) that we were exa- 
1 * mined yery narrowly when at the Window ? .With- * 
out Vanity, our Charms make ſome Noiſe in 01 


| * the World.“ Who doubts that? - (replied the 

16 Huſband) all the Court envies my Happineſs in pot- : tho 
itt « ſefling ſo lovely a Creature as Mad. de Geneval.”' S0⁰ 
{8 None of your Jeſts (continued ſhe half angry at his | = fta: 
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Madame de Geneval pointing ſlily to me) © the Coui-: 
_ © teſs has the beſt Title to the Courtſhip, tho' ad- 
* dreſs'd to me.“ Meaning me, Madam? (replied I 
very gravely) ! How can I be any ways concern'd? 
IJ am but juſt arrived from the other End of the 


Kingdom; have no Acquaintance Alas! 
that's no Reaſon, replied Monſeur de Grneval very 

earneſtly ; © there are a thouſand for your engaging 
their Adoration.“ I could not forbear ſmiling at 
the Manner in which I was addreſs'd. The Wife, 
thinking perhaps this was carrying things too far, 
and like many other Women, was piqued to hear 
another extoll'd, or might be naturally a little jea- 
lous, corrected the Tranſport her Huſband had been 
guilty of, by ſaying, that if I had not really been 
* fo very handſome, Novelty was of great Service 
in this Country; nevertheleſs, it muſt be ſupport- 
ed by ſomething more laſting than Beauty; 
* that the Vogue drew Admirers for a while, but 


recent Example in favour of her own Opinion: 
* You all ſaw (faid ſhe, addreſſing her Diſcourſe to 
her Huſband's Kinſwoman) the famous --Lyonmo/e, - 
ſo much talked of about two Years ago at Paris; 
* the was as fair as Alabaſter, had fine Features, a 
good Shape and an Air of Grandeur; notwith - 

* ftanding all this, I could find nothing very ex- 
traordinary in her; ſhe no ſooner appeared in pub- 
© lick, but was followed by all the Werld. I hap- - 
pened to be one Day at the Thai erier,, when the - 
* Lyoanciſe was walking there; as the great Alley 

perfectly ſwarm'd, 1 enquired of one I met, What 
could occaſion ſuch a Crovd ? Good God! Ma- 


dam, where do you come from (replied the Perſon) . 
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not to know that the beautiful Lronnoiſe is come to 
Paris, and is now actually walking in the Thuzl/e- 
tries? I ſhrugg'd up my Shoulders at ſuch. a prepoſ- 
© terous Anſwer, and reſolved to ſee with my own 
Eyes on what it was grounded: I made my. Way 


© thro' the Crowd, and at laſt got a Sight of this ſo 
© much extolled Beauty. Whether thro' Prejudice, 


© not being according to my Taſte, er not ſo hand- 
« ſome as they pretended, ſhe did not pleaſe me at all. 
I pitied the Stupidity of the Publick, which of- 
ten is laviſh of its Praiſes on Objects that, upon a 
© nearer View, are ſcarce tolerable : It's true, ſooner 
© or later, the Prejudice is laid aſide, as it happened 
in the Caſe of this very Lyonnoz/e. 

Some Weeks after this, I was at the Thuilleries: 
© I met her again, but ſhe was ſcarce taken Notice 


of: nevertheleſs, ſhe was exactly the ſame ; and, 
* as the Inconſtancy of Mode never affects me, me- 


thought ſhe was even handſomer than at firſt. 


No wonder (replied the Kinſwoman very lily) 
« you lik'd her the better, becauſe nobody admir'd 


% her; and conſequently Envy had nothing to work 


&«& on. Put the Caſe ſhe had once more become a 
« reigning Toaſt, and you had ſeen her ſurrounded. 


© with a Crowd of Admirers, ſhe would have ap - 


4e pear'd as plain as at firſt : the Thing ſpeaks. 


6c jtlelf.” 


Madame de Genewal frown'd a little at this cutting 


Remark : From one of her Character, a ſharp Re- 


ply might have been expected, but ſhe had her Rea- 


ſons for being moderate; Intereſt, which always 
rules, and to which ſne was an abſolute Slave, pre- 


vailed on her to ſtifle her Reſentment; to do it with. 


- better Grace ſhe went on thus. 


The Lyonnoiſe, nettled at the Injuſtice ſhe met 
« with at Paris, came to ſhow herſelf at Court; her 


Charms had a Run, but ſoon met the fame Fate 


* as before; ſhe diſappear'd on a ſudden, and I have 


ſince 
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ſince been informed, is gone for England in ſearch 


of new Admirers. 


I preſently diſcover'd the malicious Drift of this 
Story, and the Application Madame de Geneval was 
willing ſhould be made of it; from whence I con- 
cluded, that her Character and mine would not long 


ſympathize. 


This Diſcourſe: ran again upon the Duke's Viſit, 


which Madame de Genewal's Reflexions had inter- 
rupted: She told us, that all ſhe could gather from 
' what he ſaid, was, that in returning from hunt- 
* ing, the Sight of a young Lady had made ſuch 
* an Impreſſion on him, that he came to enquire 


after her, and in caſe ſhe had any Affairs depend- 


ing at Court, to offer his Service. 


Madame de Geneval added, that all this was 
* expreſs'd in ſo polite a Manner, that though ſhe 
was prepared to anſwer this gallant Preamble, which 


* doubtleſs was aim'd at me, as it deſerved, yet ſhe 
could not avoid replying with a great deal of Re- 


* ſpe, and letting him know who I really was; 


* the. Duke upon hearing my Name, aſſured her he 
was well acquainted with my Family, for which 


* he had a great Value, and would have the Ho- 
*-nour of being introduced at a more. ſeaſonable 


* Opportunity. 


* 1 apprehended from the Confuſion in. which this 


* Nobleman retir'd (continued my Landlady) that 


without doubt he took the Counte/s for one who 


had her Fortune to make, and that he need only 
come, to be well received; a fooliſh Preſumption 
Men are often guilty of, who think, that in viſit- 
ing a Woman they do her an Honour. This Va- 


nity muſt either be grounded on the Figure they 
make, or the Confidence they have of our Weak- - 
neſs. As for my Part, who am often expos'd to 
the Intrigues of theſe Gentlemen, I uſe them with; 
ea great deal of Freedom, ridicule their ſerious 


Faces, amuſe myſelf, and laugh at them; __ I. 
5 _ S ©: 


hending poſiibF 
and provoked b 
Which ſhe was treated, and Ber Huſband's not fi- 
15 leneing her Opponent, adderis*'d herſelf to him 
With bitter Reproaches for Want of. Tendreneſs. ! 
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take to be the Method. Not ſo very commen: 


«« dable (replied the Huſband ſomething maliciouſly) 
«© as you may perhaps imagine; under this Pre- 
« text of Indifferency, the Gallants are retain'd 
& and liſtened to without Suſpicion. , Their Follies 
« amuſe me, you'll ſay? No doubt of it; and 
that is juſt what they look for; to have Admit- 
««. tance into certain Houſes, is all they can hope for 
« atfirſt; taking up your Time agreeably and amu- 
fing you, Ladies, is their ſecond Step; but what 
lucky Fellows, if you do them the Honour to ſmile 
ce on their Endeavours ! Lord, (cried Madame de 
Genewal interrupting him) it would have been a 


Wonder indeed, if you had not contradifted me; 


* it's mighty becoming a Huſband, Who fancies his 
Honour is at Stake, if he does not thwart his Wife 
* on every Occaſion.” -** Not in the leaſt (rep ied tlie 
Gentleman of the Houſhold ;) ** you are ſtung for 
e want of underſtanding him: your Spouſe is far 


„from being of a different Opinion on this Point; 
ce does not his Conduct give you ee of 


ce jt? Can you imagine, that if-he were really ſeri- 
ce. ous in what he ſays, he would allow you ſuch an 
cc unbounded Liberty ?“ A Continuation of your 


long Silence, Sir, (replied . Madame de Genewal 


very ſharply) would have been much more accepta- 
* ble, than the Part you are pleaſed to take in the 
* Converſation.* The Gentleman, not the beſt bred 
Perſon: in the World, tock her up as ſmartly on bis 


Side; and like many others, WhO when chey have 
got footing in the Houſe, take upon them to con- 
troul at large, ifidulged-a malicious Pleaſure in main- 
' .- taining the Argument with equal Vehemence, 'I Itc 


Miſtreſs of the Houſe exceedingly haughty, appre 
3 ſuch a Diſpate, 
elides at, the little Ceremony-with 
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ker Regard; declaring that © for the future ſks. 
* ſhould take proper Methods, and the Moment 


certain Countenances appeared? Being ap- 


prehenſive from the Sharpneſs of the Gentleman's 
Reply, that the Converſation was growing ſtill 


warmer,. I thought it high Time to retire. Madame. 


de Geneval was too much taken up in retorting the 
ſarcaſtical Replies of the. Gentleman and her Huſ- 


band, to perceive I was gone. But Monſieur de Ge- 


val, more attentive to what paſs'd, left his Friend 
to purſue or drop the Argument, and came after 


me to preſent his Hand, making an Apology for 
the Scene, of which I had been a Specta 
„is very filly (ſaid he, ſpeaking of his Wife) a 
is Trifle diſcompoſes her, and makes her excepti- 
„ ous : I overlook it all, as ſhe is with Child; when 
«© ſhe is ſo, her Humour is unaccountable; but, 
in Conſideration of her Condition, ſome Com 
*« plaiſance muſt be ſhewn.” I commended Mon- 
freur de Geneval for his Moderation, but blamed 


him at the ſame Time for ſuffering the Gentleman 
to divert himſelf in provoking his Wife. To this 


he replied, „ thit he was an old Friend, 
% whoſe Characteriſtick was, never to yield in a 


«. Diſpute ; that he was ſo well known for it, that 
**nobody ever. reſented his Obſtinacy.“ Upon 


this he told me an odd Story: This very Gentle- 


man was deeply in Love with a young Lady, Who 
on. every Account was a very proper Match for him, 
and the Affair on the point of bein 
it happened very luckily, that he invited his future 
Father in Law, after ſigning the Writings, to Sup- 
per; the Converſation turning upon the Ceremo- 


concluded: 


nies obſerved at the Marriages of the Ancients, the 
old Gentleman and his future Son in Law, neither 
af whom wanted Wit or Learning, enliven'd the 
Diſcourſe with many intereſting Paſſages and curi- 
ous Citations; but the Spirit of Contradiction, the 


the 


tor. She 


1 


the old Gentleman loſe all Patience; it's true, he 


yielded for ſome Time, apprehending his Memory 
might fail him, till the Son in Law, who had 
been bred a Scholar, falling npon a Point in Divi- 


nity, which the old Gentleman happen'd perfectly 
to recollect, he maintain'd his Ground; the young 


one contradicted him; the other, poſitive that he 
was right, run home to his Library, brought the 
Book, and imagined he had carried his Point; but 
the Son in Law diſclaimed both the Author and the 
Edition. This Obſtinacy provok'd the young Lady's 
Father ſo much, that he retired without any Ce- 


remony : Upon this, their Friends interpoſed, and 


endeavoured to make up the Breach ; the old Gen- 


tleman, the moſt reaſonable of the two, was not. 
averſe to an Accommodation, and only inſiſted 
that is future Son in Law ſhould acknowledge him- 


{ſelf to have been miſtaken ; but Genewa/*s Friend 


Choſe rather to loſe a very advantageous Match, 


than purchaſe it at ſo dear a Rate. 


This whimſical Story amus'd me the more, as 
having juſt experienced, that the Hero of it was 
very well qualified to furniſh many ſuch Adven- 


tures. After ſome. Reflexions on it, Geneval left 
me. I ordered the Servant to light him down, and 
then ſhut myſelf into my Apartment, with a firm 


Reſolution of avoiding, as much as poſlible, ſuch 


an odd Medley of Company. 


I was going to Bed, when I heard ſome body 
knock at the Door; curious to know what impor- 


tant Affair could occafion a Viſit at One in the 


Morning, I went to the Window; in order not to 
be ſeen, _ I bid the Maid carry the Candles out of 


the Room: I diſcover'd a Footman holding a Flam- 
beau, by whoſe glimmering Light I perceived a 
tall Man ſtanding at the Door, which was juſt o- 
pened : Upon liſtening I heard him aſk the Maid 


if a young Lady did not lodge there, who arrived 


but that very Day : finding by the Anſwer, that he 
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was not miſtaken, he enquired if ſhe was up and 
could be ſpoke with. The Maid, who had been 
preſent at Supper when her Miſtreſs gave an Ac- 
count of the Duke's Viſit, anſwer'd the Stranger 
very #Foughly, that the Perſon he enquired after 
was fot to be ſeen, eſpecially by Night, and ſo 
ſhut the Door upon him. 

I thought it likewiſe time to draw in, leſt if I 
ſhould be ſeen, the Perſon might inſiſt upon ſpeak- 
ing with me. | 

I went to Bed without reflecting on this Accident, 
perſuaded as I was, that it had been occaſion'd by 
the Viſit intended me at Supper Time. 

It is with ſome Confuſion I own the profound: 
| Tranquillity, with which I flept till Ten in the 
| Morning, as if I had not the leaſt Reaſon to be un- 

caſy. Such is giddy Youth, almoſt void of Reflex-- 
ion! My waiting Woman came to acquaint me 
that a Mantua-maker and other Work-Women. 
waited my riſing. * I was inconſiderate enough to 
| aſk if ſhe had ſent for them; ſhe anſwered with 
ſome Surprize, that IJ had given her no ſuch Orders, 
but that the People ſaid, they came by my Appoint=- 
ment. This made me preſently imagine that M. Sr. 
Fal, with his uſual Foreſight, was the Contriver. 
of this piece of Gallantry. I got up, was taken. 
Meaſure of for Stays and Gowns, without examin- 
ing any farther, which I judged could be of no man- 
ner of Service, nor alter their Opinion of me, one 
Way or other. 

The Clock had ſtruck One; I was ſitting down 
to Table (for my Houſe Affairs were as well regu- 
lated the firſt Day, as if I had been ſettled ten 
Years). when M. de St. Fal ſent in his Name. He 
was richly dreſs'd; I had not till then conſider' d 
his Perſon with any Attention; notwithſtanding 
my Affections were prejudiced in favour: of ano. 
ther, I could not be fo unjuſt as not to look upon 
bim as a very accompliſh'd Perſon. His Addreſs. 

; Was 


122 
was even more reſpectful than uſua'; a nice Conduct 
to avoid reminding me how much I was beholden to 
him. Whilſt my waiting Woman was preſent, he 
conſtantly employed the Word Madam, and only 
talk d of general Things. I inſiſted on his ting 
down to Dinner, which he complied with. As ſoon 
as we were alone, he began by exprefling the Plea- 
fure he had in ſeeing me, and the Apprehenſion he 
was under, left time ſhould hang heavy on my 
Hands in a ſtrange Place. Upon this I related to 
him all that had paſſed ſince he left me; I deſeri- 
bed the Supper, acquainting him with the Duke's 
intended Viſit, not omitting the Debate which en- 

ed on that Occaſion. I could not prevail-upon my- 
ſelf to hide my Suſpicion of Madame de Genewal's 
ill Temper. His Anſwer to this was, that the being 
obliged to provide a Lodging for me on a ſudden, 
prevented his taking a whole Houſe ; that it was 
not yet too late ;- and while he was looking out for 
one, he adviſed me to avoid Ia Gereval's Compa- 
ny as much as poſſible. 

It was with the greateſt Difficulty imaginable 
that I took the Count off this Subject; he did not 
reliſh the Duke's Viſit ; the Stranger who enquired 
after me at Midnight gave him no ſmali Uneaſineſs ; 
he took heart however when I gave my Word to 
avoid all Viſits and the Occaſions of them, ſo far 
even as not to amufe myſelf at the Window for the 
future. St. Fal appeared as much tranſported at 
this Promiſe, as if I had acquainted him with the 
moſt greeable piece of News, he could have wiſh'd 
to hear; he confeſs'd he did not dare aſk ſuch 
a Favour, left I ſhould look upon it as a Reſtraint 
on my Liberty. 

Reſuming his uſual Tranquillity, he came at laſt 
to the Point which concern'd ine moſt. I had 
already aſk'd ſeveral Times whether he had ſeen 
my Lover's Father, without receiving any Anſwer ; 
but now he gave me-an Account of a ſmart Cen- 


verſation * 
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verſation, whereof I was the Subject. Would ycu 
believe (ſaid M. de St. Fal that the old Margue/5 
could ſcarce be perſuaded you had eſcaped out of 
my Hands? He would be informed of the Time, 
place, and other Circumſtances. In order to detect 
* me, he ſent for my Valet de Chambre, queſtion' d 
him apart in his Cloſet, to try if we both agreed 
in the ſame Story: In a Word, I never ſaw him 


* gave me no Uneaſineſs, being prepared on all 
Hands, by giving my Servant his Inſtructions, 
and being well aſſured he would not betray me. 
As to my Uncle, though he threaten'd to ge 
© himſelf to the Place, he has not as yet proceeded 
any farther in the Affair; his Anger is over, or at 
# leaſt he pretends as much. He was very inquiſitive 
as to your Beauty, Character, and every thing 
* which regarded you, I need not fay, I did you 
« Juſtice (continued the Count; on ſuch a Subject 


* cou'd any one have been reſerved ? The Deſcrip- 
tion cf your Perſon was called over ſeveral times.; 


from whence I judged, he recollected what had 
© paſſed in the Village, where he waited for hs 
* Horſes, The Confuſion into which his firſt Onſet 
« threw me, made me forget what you had related 
concerning that Affair, and I gave him an exact 
* Likeneſs.of you. | 

This Conformity ſet him om thinking.“ If I 
am not miſtaken (cried he) there is no Room to 
wonder at my Son's Paſſion for this Girl.“ 1 
* pretended to be ſurprized at the Exclamation 3 
but the old Marqueſs, either becauſe he miſtruſted 


— 


me, or was unwilling to let me know his Senti- 
* ments, changed the Diſcourſe, and I retired ex- 
ceedingly pleaſed with extricating myſelf ſo well 


R aa 


out of this tickliſh Affair. 

The Aſſurance S. Fal gave, that his Uncle's In- 
dignation ſeem'd appeas'd, made me ſomething eaſy. 
Whatever Reaſon I have to believe that to be the 


jn ſuch a Paſſion before; but all his Precautions 
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as Caſe (continued the Count) © I ſhall be continually 
on my Guard; we have a ſubtle crafty Politi- 
« cian to deal with, and leſt he ſhould: impoſe upon 
me, I ſhall be very careful not to give him an 
Handle for ſuſpecting the Sincerity with which 
I have pretended to act in this Affair. Upon this 
Account I never left him ſinee yeſterday; to- 
morrow he goes to Paris, and I ſhall take the 
Opportunity of his Abfence, to ſpend the Day, 
1 Ms at Jenny, with you, in order to ſettle Your: lit- 
* tle Affairs, 

The Word Sethe remindeũ me of what this ge- 
nerous Perſon had already done for me. Good 
« God! Sir (replied I) what will you think of me! 
« I am, as you may fee, in the greateſt 2 
« imaginable for being ſo backward in making 


„my Acknowledgements for your Favours, of which 


J have a far greater Senfe than I can poſhbly 
T expreſs.“ 

terrupting me) © your bare remembring them is too 
great a Return; I beg we may ſay no more of 
ſuch Trifles' ] look upon them in far 
different Light (replied I ;) but ſtill ſome melan- 
** choly Reflections overpower my Gratitude, and 
« give me very cruel Alarms, 
(continued J) that all the Grandeur of the World 
« ſhall never draw me from the Rules I have pre- 
* ſcribed to myſelf; and if your Views 
No, once for all (replied Sz. Fal in the ſincereft 
Manner) * my Word and Honour is your Securi— 
* ty, the which, aſſure yourſelf, I am not capable of 


© violating ; and I conſent to be look'd upon as the 


6 laſt of Mankind, if ever any Behaviour of mine 
5- contradicts this Proteſtation I have the Honour of 
making to you.” © On. theſe Terms (replied I 
very much encouraged) * ſhall take a Pleaſure 


* in ſeeing ycu, and abitracting from theSentiments 
* you have formerly expreſſed, ſo oppoſite to thoſe 


„ in my own Breaſt, 1 ſhould take a Pleaſure in 
| 66 not 


© Ah! Mademoi ſellè (cried St. Fal in. 


I have already ſaid 
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4 not hiding any thing from you.” * Alas (cried 


the Count with great Earneſtneſs) let that be no 
« Hindrance ; on the the contrary, charming Jenny, 
« ſuch a Confidence would afford me the greateſt 
« Conſolation ; how happy ſhould J be to poſſeſs it! 
« The Effects of Love are as various as the Perſons 
* it influences, and in me, widely different from 


what they are in others. I was always of Opi- 


nion, that to love for one's own Sake merit- 
ed no Return; for it's properly Self- Love, where 
© one's own:Happineſs is the End purſued; as it is 
« Self-Intereſt, not that of the Object beloved, 
which is conſulted. The proof of a diſintereſted 
* Paſhon, is, to promote the Happineſs of a Mi- 
* ſtreſs, even in Oppoſition to our own Defires : 
judge then, too lovely Creature, what Kind of 
Paſſion I entertain in your Regard; it's your Sa- 
tisfaction, it's your own Happineſs I ſtudy. Yes, 
continued the Count ſeizing my Hands) * you ſhall 
* ſee me ſtrive as eagerly to promote your Union 
* with him you love, as if my own Happineſs 
immediately depended on it. It's true, in lofing 
you, I loſe all that's dear to me in Life; but I 
* ſhall have the Comfort of reflecting, that in point 
* of Diſintereſtedneſs and Generoſity I ſtand unrival'd, 
Sentiments ſo delicate, ſo refined, and fo new to 
me, raiſed an Admiration that Silence alone could 
expreſs. © Ah! can you doubt my, Sincerity ? (con- 
tinued the Count) © you make me no Anſwer. Will 
vou exclude me from the Confidence you mention- 
ed, one of the Favours (alas !) © I can only expect? 
The Sentiments I have juſt now expreſs'd, how- 
ever commendable in the Theory, you perhaps 
f ni impracticable. My Behaviour thus far, 

my late Proteſtatiogs, all betray ſome ſecret Views. 
* Yes, ſuch I have, too charming Creature; ſhall J 
acknowledge them? (continued Sz. Fal riſing up) 
Will you be convinced of what I have ſaid, if 
* Ipour out the ſecret Motions of my Soul?“ = 
| - 64 t en 
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then (replied I terribly alarm'd) <* what is it you 


60 hope for? You ought to know me, and conſe- 


% quently not to flatter yourſelf, that I ſhould ever 


— * Ah! Mademoille (cried St. Fal Pld rn. 
me) © hear what I have to ſay. ; don't ſuſpe& that 
under an apparent Probity, a Villain hes hid: I 
love you, I adore you, your Charms have van- 
"** quiſh'd me, and, to preſerve you, I would facri- 


* fice Rank and Fortune a thouſand times over; 
* but I would owe this Happineſs to your own 
© Choice, and not to any Importunity of mine. I 
© am perſuaded, that had not your Inc'ination for 


my Couſin prevented me, I might one Day have 
been ſo happy as to gain your Favour; but the 


« Probity on which I value myſelf, and my ſingu- 
lar Way of thinking, have rein'd in my Paſſion, 


* tho' not extinguiſhd my Hope: on this is regulzt- 
ed my preſent Conduct, and that which 1 ſhall 
obſerve till Fate ſhall leave me no Poſſibility 
of poſſeſſing you. Not that I with the Margue/ 
may change, and much leſs, that Death ſhould 


raviſh him from you: knowing you as I do, and- 


in the Sentiments I profeſs, it would be defiring 
your Unhappinels ; but the Events of Life are ſo 
various, and ſo continually ſubje& to change, that 
ſuch a Thing may naturally happen : in either 
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hope that you would one Day call to Mind the 


Purity of my Sentiments, the Services I had done, 
or at leafl endeavour'd to have done? and that 
ther-preſenting a Heart, which I may venture to 
ſay would not have been diſagreeable, had you 
not been prejudiced in favour of another, you 
would crown a Paſſion that never was inſpir'd to 
be unfortunate. | 
The Count's laſt Words were utter'd with ſo much 
Tenderneſs, that I was greatly affected. You are 
not miſtaken (replied I with ſome Emotion, and 


yielding one of my Hands, which &. Fal bathed 
| with 
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with his Tears) “ you are not miſtaken in relying 
« on my Gratitude: I'll ſay more; were not 
«© my Affections already engaged, I know no one 
but yourſelf could ſucceed in fixing them? 
For the preſent this ſuffices (cried St. Fal throw- 


ing himſelf at my Feet) © I am leſs wretched : 


this Acknowledgement affords Relief, and tranſ- 
ports me How ! charming Jenny, may 
« ] flatter myſelf — „Heavens! what do I 
hear? (cried a Voice from the Door, which was 
half open) I am betrayed : perfidious Creature 
„ I'll never ſee thee more. | 

The Sound of the Voice, the cruel Apo/rophe, the 
ſudden diſappearing of him that ſpoke, the Poſture 
the Count was in when I was ſurpriſed, all together, 
made me ſtart up and fly to the Door. Alas! I am 
* undone (cried I diitovering theMargue/s as he made 
off.) This unexpected Apparition ſtruck ſuch a Ter- 
ror into me, that I muſt have ſunk upon the Floor, 
had not a Sopha luckily received me. St. Fal, no leſs 
{ſurpriſed than myſelf, ran to myAſſiſtance.“ Ah ! Sir 
(cried I) leave me, and follow your Kinſman ; he 
believes me guilty and deteſts me, of all which 
you are the Cauſe O Hevens ! I am quite 
« ipent, I am in Deſpair. 

St. Fal did not heſitate a Moment; he ran down 
Stairs and preſently overtook the Marqueſs. I would 
fain have got on my Feet to prevent a Quarrel, 
which their high Words gave me too much Reaſon 
to apprehend, but the Agony I was in render'd it 
impracticable. My waiting Woman came up in a 
violent Agitation; ſhe put the finiſhing Hand to 
my Misfortunes, by acquainting me, that Sz. Fal 
and an Officer, as ſhe called the DMarguc/s, were 
gone out diſputing, and by the Fury viſible in the 
Margueſs's Countenance, ſhe really be ieved a Duel 
would enſue. At this terrible News I exerted my- 
ſelf, and ran to the Window to bring them back; 
but, alas! they were ſo far gone, that it would 

| have 
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have been in vain to call after them. Ah Hes. ny, 
% yens ! (cried I, not obſerving I betrayed myſelf ha, 


before a Servant I had no reaſon to confide in) ly, 
% what will become of me, if I loſe all that i; 55 
„ dear to me in this I ife ! Go, Mademoiſelle (ſaid cc 
T tomy Woman) loſe not a Moment; run and en- 
„ deavour to bring them back.” God forbid ! ee? 


{replied Brochan with an Air of Diſdain) it would 4 
be very fine truly to ſee young Women running 
© after ſuch Sparks. If I had imagined I was 3 
© hired to be engaged in theſe kind of Adventures, con 
I would never have darkened the Doors.“ After ten. 
this comfortable Harangue ſhe left the Room mut- MW pro 
tering to nerſelf, but ſo loud as to let me hear ſe- for 
veral ſhocking Expreſſions. | me, 
Let any one imagine the Condition I was in; I W dey 
knew not what to do; if I go after them, ſaid I to inf 
myſelf, to what purpoſe ? Put the Caſe, I reach Ex 
them whilſt they are engag'd, as they certainly prej 
are, ought not 1 to apprehend my Preſence will for 
only ſerve to redouble the Margue/5's Fury, and Loo 
haſten ſome tragical Event? He thinks me perfidi- W < C: 
ous; what effect can my Prayers have on him; * hi 
Again, how ſhall I be look*d upon here? I reflected, pa 
that though the prying Madame de Genewal ſhould WM * pe 
happen not to be at Home when the Marqueſs and terec 
St. Fal went out, I muſt expect that Prude Brochan mak 
would notfail toinform her of all that hadpaſs'd. What W and 
would not be the Conſequence ? Women, eſpecially neſtl 
thoſe of my Landlady's Character, ſhow no Mer- BW wiſe 
cy on ſuch Occaſions. In fine, I knew not which ly fe 
way to turn myſelf ; ſometimes [I rely'd on St. Fals goin; 
Prudence and ſincere Attachment to me; then a- ing 
gain all Hope vani{l'd when I conſidered him vigo- and | 
rouſly attacked, as I had Reaſon to think, and under each 
an abſolute Neceſſity of defending himſelf. I walk- Al 
ed about my Room in a violent Agitation, muſing had 
on all theſe Particulars, when, to compleat my Sz. F 
Misfortunes, Ja Genewal, notwithſtanding her for- (aid 
mer Politeneſs, entered without the leaſt Ceremo- ] Ve 
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ny, and aſk'd very haſtily the meaning of what ſhe 
had juſt been informed of ; adding ſomething dry- 
ly, * ſhe would not for the World any untoward 
« Affair ſhould happen, wherein her Name could 
«© be brought in Queſtion;“ ſhe told me, her 


_ « Houſe was not deſign'd for ſuch Purpoſes, and 


<« that ſhe took it heinouſly ill, that M. de St. Fal 
6 ſhould expoſe her, Houſe to any ſuch Inconve- 
To all this I anſwer'd not a Word; I was fo 
confounded, that I could not deviſe the leaſt Pre- 
tence to give a favourable Turn to what I was re- 
proach'd with. La Geneval, taking my Silence 
for a tacit Acknowledgment of what ſhe thought of 
me, perhaps confirm'd in it by the Remarks of my 
devout ; waiting Woman, continued her Diſcourſe 
in ſo high a Strain, with ſo many bitter 'Taunts, and 
Expreſſions ſo very ill timed, that not being much 
prejudiced in her Favour, I took her up very ſhort 
tor her. [mpertinence, telling her with a piercing 
Look * to leave my Room; that I waited for the 
© Court's Return, and ſhould not fail to acquaint 
© him with the Civilities I had received in the A- 
i” partment he choſe for me, and where I had ex- 
* petted to be ſafe from any Inſult.” This was ut- 
tered with ſo much Reſolution, that ſhe durſt not 
make any Reply. Her Huſband, who came in 
and heard part of what I ſaid, aſk'd very ear- 
neſtly if any of his Family had behaved other- 


wiſe than with Reſpect? I thank'd him very cold- 


ly for his Concern,. and perceiving his .Wife was 
going to open again, I retired to my Cloſet, throw- 
ing the Door after me; there I burſt into Tears, 
and loſt myſelf in- a Train of Reflexions ſurpaſſing 
each other in the Anguiſh they occaſioned. - 
Abandoned thus to myſelf, I look'd upon what 
had happen'd, as a Puniſhment for. accepting of 
L. Fal's Offers : It would have been much better, 
ſaid I to myſelf, to have gone to a Monaſtery, 
Tho dare Cie Which 
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i ” which would have anſwered all Purpoſes : : Love and 
= : Reaſon might have gone Hand in Hand ; the old 
1 Marqueſs perhaps would have deſiſted from perſe- 
cuting me. I muſt. have ſuffer'd, it's true, from 
my Averſion to a. Cloiſter; but Virtue, being free 
frog any Alarms, would have afforded ſome Com- 
fort, in re epreſenting me bemoan'd and valued by a 
Lover truely dear, and whoſe Preſervation was 4 
ſuch 5 This Day my Ruin is compleat- 
ed, continued I ſhedding a Torrent of Tears; what 
will he not think? What has he not room to ima- 
gine? He, finds me in the Hands of another; how- 
ever innocent I may be, he. ſurpriſes him at my 
Feet; Appearances are againſt me, he' Il never return. 
Three Hours were ſpent in the moſt melancholy 
5 Situation 3 NO, Account of what had paſs d, which 
my Imagination. repreſented very tragical, The 
ſtrict Honour of Sr. Fal was too notorious, not to 


thinking he muſt have .periſh'd, in the 588 
ſince he thus left me 4 Prey to racking, U pcertadn- 
k ty. This Notion gathering ſtrength, let ME; into the 
[ | Conſequences of ſuch a terrible. Affair; it was na- 
| tural to expect being ſeized, and made reſponſiple 
4 for what my Imagination. repreſented to have hap- 
| pen'd,.as the Cane. tho' very innocent of the we 
Tel, > In this. Caſe I had no room to flatter my 
on the contrary, it was reaſouable. to fa 
ſhould, find no F avour, but meet with the aer 


Treatment. | 
Such juſt Alarms produced other "Refieiians 3 ; 


| * I thought it high Time to conſider ſeriouſly. What 
1 T had to do. Flight ſeemed the. beſt grounded, as 


Money I did not want (for I forgat to mention a 
Purſe of Gold I found in the Commode) but 1 
repeat it once more, I was, no longer that Jerry, 
Miſtreſs of ſo much Reſolution in any Adventure: 4 
Plenty, Eaſe, conſulting my Tnlinazivns, 1 1 


render it more than probable : I could not forbear 


well as ſafeſt, and which conſequently I reſolved on. 
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Aled all the Terrors and Weakneſs uſual with 


young Women of Quality; I was even afraid of 
being left alone; I loved to be at my Eaſe; and the 
Apprehenſion of being otherwiſe, gave me no ſmall 
Anxiety. A Service I could not think of with Pa- 
tience; and yet the only Means which preſented 
themſelves were a Service, or to work for a Lively- 
hood. What could T ſet about? I knew nothing, 
and could ſcarce wait on myſelf. It ſignified nothing 
to debate the thing, a thouſand Obſtacles oppoſed | 


themſelves to what my Virtue pointed out:; it did 


not yield indeed, but maintain'd its Ground, yet, 
ſullied as it was by ſo many concurring Accidents; 
it no longer caſt — thoſe bright Rays, it had for- 


merly done, when not weigh d down with the Follies 


of the Age.” I faw plainly my wretched Condition, 
and beware! it; but that was all, I came to no Re- 
ſolution. 5 9 
It was now ren at N Abe and cit deter- 
"*over- 
whelm'd à8 1 was, I never thought of eating. My 
Cook-Maid, Who was mightily taken with me from 
the firſt; and whoſe good Nature, which far ſurpaſs d 
that of. my Waiting-Woman, made her more con- 
ſiderate and attentrve, came to look for me in my 
Cloſet.” T ſliall make no Difficulty to enter into 2 
Detail of what paſſed between us, as it prov'd after- 
wards to he of Conſequence. Lady of ours (faid ſhe 
rery Innoccently) do People live here on the Ait? 
Why, your Supper has been ready this two Hours. 
; 75 Maria. hind ſhe holding her Candle to my 
Face) © pou are all in Tears! Can Perſons at your Age 
. have any thing to trouble them? Merey om us 
what will becöme of others, when ſuch ſweet Babes 
take things t to heart? Juſt Heavens! Jam rarely fit | 
ted truly, out of che Frying-Pan into the Fire; my 
; * aft Miftreſs was alway ys grumbling, growling, IA 
ing, and throwing things about; this here cries like 
* a Child: Patience, every one has their Humour — 
B 2 6 But, 


* * 
=. ö 2 
3 
, l t 
o 
* 
* 
- 


not love Money, and here and there a pretty Girl, 


— — — es 8 


„„ 
But, in plain Truth, 00 hat makes you take on thus ? 
Vou want for nothing : have you not a good Lodg- 


© ing, well furniſh'd ? a large Income? As for Youth (la 
or Beauty, Heaven be praiſed, we need not go from WE 
Home, ſo that you are much to be pitied truly! Pies 74 
* on't, what would you do, if you were in my place, *£ 
s ſimple as and here? Gracious Saviour! (continu'd 72 
the good natured Creature with Tears in her Eyes) 1 
I] warrant ye all this is for the Loſs of her Huſband! . 
Well, he's gone, and there's an End on't. For one 1 
cold one, there's a thouſand warm ones. We ſhan' t Wa 
< miſs our Market; we live, Heaven be praiſed, in a 8 
Country where they are as N as the Miſe- 7 
« ries of a Kitchen-Wench.* Na 
I could not forbear ſmiling at my Maid's Compa- " 
riſons and Manner of comforting me: I told her diſt 
however, to leave me, and that I did not intend to _ 
eat. Then I muſt e'en faſt too (continu'd ſhe) for © nc 
«£ it would not be right i in me to regale whilſt my good "01 


« Miſtreſs is in Afffiction. Well, well, it won't kill m 
me; if Ig 22 my Supper to-night, I'll eat pl 


two to-morr Barbara (for that was her Name) ©. 
left me ſaying this : her Compaſſion moved me, I | © V 
call'd her back, and order'd her to go to Supper. trea 
Come then (ſaid ſhe) we'll compound the Matter: wel 


it youll but ſup a Porringer of Broth, I'll undertake ha 
to eat as much as any Four in the Pariſh; otherwiſe 
A can out: faſt our Curate, the greateſt Penitentiary | lon 


jn all the Country, and a very good Man if he did  * 


you know what I mean. If it were not for ſuch litt 
« little Fooleries, they ſay, he might have been a | 
Saint long ago; but, like the reſt of the World, 
© he loves himſelf ; and after all, he may nat be ſo 
much to blame, as People pretend. ? 

I endeavour'd a ſecond Time to ſend Barbara a- 
way, loſing all Patience thro' her Nonſenſe. When 
we are under Affliction, every thing incommodes us 


but this Day I was deftin'd to be embroil'd. Be 
gone 
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re gone (ſaid I very haſtily) do you think I have no 
* thing to do but — : Well, Madam, I am gone 
(aid ſhe without ſtirring an Inch; ) © I ſee foul Weather 
gathering, and you muſt be obey'd. How one may 
© be deceiv'd! I could have ſworn, with ſo much 
* good Nature in your Face, you would never be 
* angry: but they ſay, one ſhould never judge of 
People by their Looks; and I fancy, when you 
© have a Mind, you can ſcold as well as another, 
Heavens be praiſed, - Women of my Rank: (that 
was her Expreſſion) are born to ſuffer : I liv*d with 
one Mademoiſelle d Elbienx, who like you —— 
« Mademoiſelle dE lbieux! (cried I, ſtruck with the 
Name) where is ſhe ??* © Why are you acquainted. 
with her ?? (anſwer' d Barbara.) © No, (faid I, 
diſſembling the Truth) but a Friend of mine 
* knows her.” So much the better, if you art 
not acquainted (replied Barbara ;) ſhe is a malici-· 
* ous Miſs, or Lady, which you pleaſe now ſhe is 
married; our Village has a good Riddance'dfher, ſhe 
* plagued us out of our Lives, when ſhe came to paſs 
the Summer there, which was only every Year.” 
* What is the Name of your Village? (ſaid I, ex- 
treamly ſurpriſed that what I heard ſhould agree ſo 
well with the Place of my Birth.) If you imagine Þ 
have forgot, Madam, (replied Barbara) you are 
© miſtaken 5 my Memory is not ſo ſhort, nor is it ſb 
© long ſince I came from thence; it's calPdD=—, 
and tho” the leaſt in the Foreſt of Fontainbtean, it's 
© not behind hand with the beſt of them, a perfect 
* little Paradiſe on Earth, I long to end my Days 
there; but Patience, all in good time, if God grants 
me Life, every thing has its Day; ſomething muſt 
© be laid up to prevent ſtarving ;- we art poor Folks, 
it's true, but yery honeſt ; and our Family, God be 
6\prais'd, ha poking to reproach itſelf with, except 
done of my Nieces, who has made Noiſe enough, and 
they ſay will make her Fortune: but there is not 

one of us would be in * Place; for it's a Proverb 
3 in 


* 


in our Village, More Honour and leſs Money; a good 
Name is better than à golden Girdle. 
Upon this ſhe went away. Let any ane imagine 
the Conſternation I was in to find my. Cook-Maid to 
be my own Aunt; for by what ſhe ſaid, ſhe was my 
Father's Siſter. This is one of thoſe Accidents, which 
are leaſt expected and make the deepeſt Impreſſion. 


I could have wiſh'd to have enter'd a little more 


into Particulars with this good natur'd ſunple Rela- 
tion; but J thought it proper to take another Op- 
portunity of aſking abundance of Queſtions which 


occurr'd. My Head was too much perplex'd to 
take the neceſſary Precautions Prudence would ſug- 


geſt, in order to prevent betraying myſelf in ſuch a 
Converfation. | DT | 


__ Good natured Barkre, or rather my Aunt, pre- 


ſently brought me a Porringer of Broth 7 I receiv*d: 


it in an obliging Manner, and behaved to her with. 


great Tenderneſs. She went away, {wearing I-had. 
pleas'd her better than if I had beſtow'd an Agnus 


on her: this was ſay ing a great deal, for har, being 


very fond of Relicks, tho' her Devotion was well 


order'd, and no ways reſembling the preciſe Seve- 
rity of Mademoiſelle Brochan, my eroſs- grain d wait · 
ing Woman. 238,16 9333 ON 3444919] 199 

I was no ſoonerleſt alone, but IL. was buried 4- 
gain in Reflexions : various Projects were form'd in 
my diſturb'd Imagination; ſometimes I was for diſ- 
covering myſelf without any Ceremony to my Aunt, 
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and going back with her to the Village; the next 


Moment, I was for retiring to a Monaſtery and con- 
cealing myſelf ſo well, as never to be heard of more; 
then again I reſolved to write to Madame de G—, 
or to go to her, and beg to be receiv'd as a Servant; 


in a Word, twenty different Schemes preſented them 


ſelves, but I had no Courage to fix upon any one of 


My laſt Reſolution after a long Struggle, was to 
S to Paris, and ſhut myſelf. up in ſome Room _ 


Ph. 
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I might learn to work, till I had recover'd myſelf 
ſuſkciently to determine what was to be done. This 
Reſolution taken, I dried up my Tears, and then be- 
gurl 2 Letter to the Margze/s : ] juſtified myſelf in a 
handſome Manner, and concluded with aſſuring him, 
that fince he had thought fit to ſuſpe& my Conduct, 
he ſhould never ſee me more. XY 
. In the ſame Packet I.enclafed another directed to 
Monſjeur de St. Tal, wherei x return'd him Thanks 
for all his Civilities, and aſſur'd him, that whatever 
befell me, they ſhould always be freſh in my Memo- 
ry; I told him, that it was with the greateſt Regret - 
I deprived myſelf of ſo generous and diſintereſted a 
Friend; and added, that I ſhould do him the Juſtice 
to flatter myſelf, that notwithſtanding what the 
World might think fit to ſay of me, he would ſcorn 
to condemn me on bare Apnearances, as his Kinſinan 
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it was frequently mention'd.in both my Letters. 
I was going to ſeal them; my Deſign was to 


leave them on my Toilette, to pretend the next | 
Morning to take the Air; to lock up my Apart- | 
ment and ſend the Keys to generous Sz. Fal, that | 
he might withdraw his Effects, and after theſe pro- 


per Meaſures, to take a Place in the Coach for/Parg; : 

I was beginning, I ſay, to order theſe Affairs, When 
my Aunt came haſtily into the Room, telling me 
to dry up my Tears; that ſhe had learntjthe Oc- 
caſion of them from Madame de Gene wal's Servant; 
that IJ had nothing to do but to be merry, for that 
the Danger I apprehended was all over. I aſk A Bar- 
bara, with great Earneſtneſs, whence ſhe had learn d I 
all this? Here (ſaid ſhe, pointing to St. Fal and 
the Margueſs, who that Moment enter d the Room) 
here is a convincing Proof of what I fay. God be 

* praiſed, you are eaſy, and that Witch Brochans 
Heart will burſt with Spleen.” | 


1s to | I gave no Attention to. what ſhe ſaid: the Mar- 
here ques was at my Feet; he had ſeiz d my Hands, en- 
FETT 


5 


| ! 
deavour'd to ſpeak, but was not able, nor was I to 
prevent his Careſſes; my Tears alone could force 
their Way, no deſpiſeable Language on ſuch an 
Occaſion. 

Se. Fal was ſtill ſilent; leaning on the Back of my 
Chair, from whence J had not Power to riſe, he ſeem- 
ed to wait the Reſult of the firſt Emotion. I have 
brought you back (ſaid he to me) a tender and a 
faithful Lover. Appearances impoſed on him but 
« for a Moment, and I had no Difficulty in conviric- 
„ing him how deſerving you are of his Affections. 
„Twenty Times he has bluſh'd, to think he cou'd 
e ſuſpect your Conduct; and we ſhould have been 
« here four Hours ago, had we not met with my 
& Uncle. I eaſily foreſaw how much you muſt ſuf- 
fer from your Apprehenſions, and ſhould have ſent 
word of our being prevented from waiting imme- 
«© diately on you, thro? fear of giving the old Mar- 
** gueſs any room to ſuſpect us; ; uk that we thought 
uch a Commiſſion of too great Conſequence to he 


«entruſted wit a Stranger. 


Recover yourſelf then, Mademoiſelle ; dry-up 
*« your Tears, and enjoy without Difturbance the 
« Pleaſures of ſeeing a Lover again, who deſerves 
« you as well ſor his honourable Intentions, as by 
« the Greatneſs of his Paſſon.”* Saying this, Sz. Fal 
left us, promiſing me to return the next Day. 
He went, as he ſaid, to meet his Uncle, in o. der to 
give the Margueſs an Opportunizy of diſcourſing 
with me. My Heart was fo full, and fo much affedt- 
ed with the Preſence of a Lover too dear to me, 
that I was ſcarce able to return a Bow to this gene- 


_ rous Friend. 


At any other Time, I would not have been left 
alone with the Marqueſs ; but then, I was in a dit- 
ferent Way of Thinking: I felt a ſecret Joy to find 
myſelf acquitted in his Mind, and wiſh'd to hear it 
confirm'd. My Tears were no longer the Effect of 
Deſpair ; the T rouble I was in, ſeem'd a Pony 

K. 
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Kind. of Melancholy, and afforded a Satisfaction. 
How delightful muſt that Pleaſure be, which comes 


in the Room of Misfortunes that were expected! 
| This Period of my Life is never reflected on but with 
the utmoſt Content. 


The Moment I am. writing ſuch an. intereſting 


Paſſage of my Memoirs, this admired Lover, this 
Huſband, in whom I am now happy, ſurpriſes me 
in my Cloſet : He ſmiles at my Perplexity in pro- 
perly expreſling ſo momentous an Epoch; he ſays, 


he will aſſiſt my Memory on this Occaſion ; he takes 


the Pen, he writes, he will not be refuſed; ; though 


he were not ſo dear to me as he really is, he muſt ox 


obey'd. Thus, indulgent Reader, or ſevere Critick, 


you muſt not wonder, if the Stile in the followin 
Sheets is not always alike ; z. the, Marqueſs of TL. V. 


is ſo complaiſant, as to aſſiſt me often in the Execu- 


tion of this Work. I am ſenſible this Digreſſion, as 


well as my frank Confeſſion above,, is not entirely 


accordingly to Rule; but, is there any to be obſerv- 
ed, when the Heart ſpeaks? I ſhould chooſe to 


Aer than loſe an Opportunity 


break through it, ra 
of mentioning the moſt amiable of Huſbands. * 
to return. l. 

J was ſo: cranſported; a8 1 Mention d 3 to 
ſee a Lover again whom I gave over for loſt, that 


never thought till now of making him riſe; I uſed: 


my utmolt Endeavours to prevail on him to 8 5 
ſo painful a Poſture; but, preſſing my Hands, 


anſwer'd,. No charming Feuny, Til die at oo | 


Feet, if you refuſe to pardon the cruel-· Outrage 
have committed. I acknowledge mylelf the laſt 

© of Mankind; I thought you capable of Perfidy-; 
©1 imagined my Eouſin in Poſſeſſion of that only 
* Treaſure I covet, and after which I have ſigb d ſo 


5 „long. Alas ! what did I not think ?. How difficult 
is it to be impartial when in Love! I own ſuch Su- 


ſpicions are highly criminal, I repeat it: J ougbt 
"to have known you, and that alone ſhould have 


B 5 pre. 


f 
| 
. 

| 


, *. Count your Kinſman's Advice has perhapy occa- 


on mine, muſt have been the inevitable Conſe- 


© ſures were ſo well concerted, and his Orders Would 


© loſt you for ever. All this 1 learnt but the other 
Day. A Servant of my Father's, in whom. he 
much confides, knowing my very Life lay at Stake, 
let me into the Secret ; 1 took Poſt immediately 
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prevented my indulging a Jealouſy, which Appear. 

* ances hurried to an Extremity.“ | 
What did not my Heart feel, whilſt the Margueſi 
made his Apology ! How gracefully did he acquit 
himſelf! A Heart of Marble muſt have been moved. 
at what he ſaid on that Subject. Happy are thoſe. 
young Women, whom inbred Virtue. and Modeſty 
are their Guard, or ſevere Education ſupplies the 
Want of ſuch happy Diſpoſitions! Without one of 
theſe Keſtraints, 1 know not (with Confuſion I ſpeak 
it) how far I might have indulg'd myſelf. The Bluſhes 
ariſing from theſe too endearing Reflexions, werelook-. 
ed upon by the. Marqueſs as the Marks of a Reſent- 
ment ſtill ſubſiſting ;.a ſecond Time he aſk'd if I for. 
gave him. Ves, my Lord, (anſwer'd I hiding my 
Face) Ido: At the ſame Time let me beſeech 
you to forget the Vexation my liſtening to the 


* fion'd : I] am very ſenſible I ought to have been 
the firſt, to engage him in a punctual Compliance 
« with your Father's Deſigns; but that very Incli- | 
*« nation, that oyer-ruling Deference, at the ſame 
« Time inſtill'd a Horror 2gainſt a Convent, which 
*<. neceſſarily implied · an abſolute Separation from 
«you, It is that very Paſſion, Which you have in- 
«« ſpired, and has been but too much cheriſh'd, that 
*« endanger*'d my forfeiting your Eſteem, by ſome 
4 Indiſeretions * No, adorable Jenny (replied: 
the Marqueſs ſeating himſelf by. me) you are no 
* ways to blame: Ruin on your Side, and Deſpair 


* quence of your falling into my Father's Hands i 
his Deſign was to ſhut you up for Life ; his Mea: 


have been ſa punctually obey' d, that I mult have 
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« vine the Deſpair which ſeized me, when coming 
to Madame de G=—'s, I found you gone. She 


was moved-at my Condition; and it was from her 


I learn'd Sr. Fal's Commiſſion : She had the Pre- 


* caution to engage my Word of Honour, or I would + 


upon it, and came but a few Hours tog late. Ima- 


have riſqued my Life in extorting from him the 


Place where he had left you. I diſſembled with 


© him, ſet Spies upon him; in fine; diſcover'd his 


* Haunts ;. it was I that came laſt Night to enquire - 


* 


6 


* for you: to ſpeak the Truth, all thefe Practices, . 
* the Neglect or 3 of my Father's Or- 


* ders, the remaining at 


erſailles, this Lodging, all 


together turn'd my Head. Ah] cried I to myſelf, - 


IJ am betray'd ! St. Fal has taken Advantage of the 


Authority put into his Hand; Jenny was terrified - 
* with it; my Couſin is handſome, and Feum, per- 
* haps, unfaithful. This Notion, throwing me into 
* Deſpair, made a e watch Sr. Fal all Night. When 


* he came to Ven 
not getting anyThing out of him (for you was not 
then arriv'd) I blamꝭd my own Suſpicions. Think- 
ing you was in ſome Monaſtery, I began to reſolve 
upon coming to Extremities and breaking my Word, 
in order to force Sr. Fal to diſcover where you were 
ſecured: with this Deſign, I endeavour'd to find 
< him out; but hearing he was gone the Evening be- 
fore, and not expecting to overtake him, Trefoly'd 
* to wait his Return, and then revenge the Evils he 
* had brought upon me. Heaven was mercifut, and 
* order” d matters otherwiſe : going out of the Park, 
* whither I went to indulge my Thoughtfulneſs, I 
* had a Sight of Sz. Fa/ walking with great Emo- 
tion; I follow'd him, and found he enter'd here, 
* by which means I difcover'd your Lodging!” 

This is part of the Uneaſineſs, lovelyFenny, you 


made mie undergo: but, judge of my Deſpair, when 

coming up to an elderiy Woman, who Waits on 

* you, and to whom I addreſſed myſelf to let you 
Xt e 4 "WV 2 1 


know 


8 N — 


es, Lendeavour'd to ſift him, but 


/ == 
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« know I was at the Door, I learnt from her, that 
© you ſaw nobody; that the preceding Evening a 
£ Nobleman had been refuſed, and that Sr. Fal alone 
© had Admittance, I would have told my, Name, and 
© perſuaded her to let me in; ſhe replied, that the 
Count and you were alone, and ſhe did not think 
proper to interrupt you. All this was deliver'd in, 
ſo myſterious a Manner, as diſturb'd me very much, 
Ten Louis d' Ors profer'd and accepted, remov'd all 
Obſtacles; the old Woman, charm'd at the Sight 
© of the Gold, was ſo far from continuing refractory, 
that of her own Accord ſhe propos'd concealing me, 
< provided I gave my Promiſe that I would never 
* diſcover her Complaiſance, nor what ſhe was going 
© to impart to me. The more Myſtery ſhe affected, 
the more my Suſpicion encreas'd. Give me Leave 


| © to paſs ever in, Silence the Impertinence ſhe was. 


* guilty of in your regard.“ Here I interrupted 
the Margue/s, and would know what a Servant 
could pretend to-ſay of me, with whom ſhe had 
Leen but two Days acquainted.. It was with ſome 
Difficulty the Margueſs ſatisfied me on this Head; 
he own'd that. Brochan had given him to underſtand, 
that Sr. Tal comforted me in my Affliction for the 
Loſs of a Huſband, and upon that Account I re- 
tuſed all other Viſits. © Forgive me once more, 
(cried the Margze/5, ſeeing me moved at this De- 
rail}. I know very well I ought not to have given 
the leaſt Credit to it; but one would imagine e- 
very thing conſpir'd to involve me in Guilt... I 
« find Sz, Fal at your Feet, your Expreſſions are 
« endearing, he kiſſes your Hand, you don't reſent 
© it. Could ary Man, as much in love as myſelf, 
* calmly behold fo interefting a Scene? But what do 
© I ay ? Ought I to be ſurpriz'd that my Couſin 
* ſhould wear your Chains ?. Or: rather ought I not 
to expect as many Rivals, as there are Men who 
8 behold Four & harms 2? LIN uu ont? 
TY e 
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This Diſcourſe concluded with the tendereſt Marks 
of the moſt lively Paſſion: the Marqueſs expreſſed 
himſelf with ſo much; Ardour, as would not by any 
Means admit of the leaſt Interruption ; however, I 
gain'd ſo much over myſelf, as to refer the Sequel of 
a Conyerſation, which concern'd me ſo nearly, to 
the next Day, telling him it was paſt Midnight, and 
that Decency requir'd he ſhould. retire. Ever com- 
plaiſant and tractable, he obey'd, kiſſing my Hand. 
I plainly perceiy'd by his Conntenance and Addreſs. 
that he wiſh'd for ſomething more; I thought I 
might allow him. a Kiſs, and turn'd: my Cheek to 
him, but with ſo much Confuſion, that he eaſily 
perceived it was the firſt Fayour I ever beſtow'd on 
any Man, and for which he was entirely beholden 
to the Sincerity of my. Paſſion: 

The Emotion, occaſion'd by ſo many different 
Adventures, was too great to ſuffer me to enjoy that 
Repoſe, which might naturally ariſe from the endear- 
ing Behaviour of the Margue/s. Hitherto I. had.been - 
an entire Stranger. tothat modiſh Complaiat of the 
Ladies, call'd Yapours ; but this Night I ſufficiently 
experienced the Violence of them, and it was Day- 
break before I began. to reſt. 

Tender Barbara came to wake me about Two in the 
Afternoon, alarm'd at my profound Sleep: She in- 
torm'd me that S. Fal had. call'd in the Morning, 1 
could not but admire his Diſcretion; my ſimple Aunt 
frankly owning it was not her F ault, that he did not 
come into my Bedchamber ; but he refus di it, leſt, as 
he ſaid, my Reſt might be diſturb'd. We have not 
many Inſtances of ſuch Moderation; the Margue/5 has 
mu own'd, he ſhould not have behaved fowell. 

I took this Opportunity of remonſtrating very 
mildly to my Aunt, that Decency requir'd ſhe ſhould 
never ſuffer any one to come into my Chamber when 
I was/ in Bed: As, ſhe meant no Harm, this was 
bfiicient to male her promiſe to be moe ver 


I was fitting down to Dinner, when the Marque; 
eame in, more amiable than ever; his Dreſs was 
exceedingly genteel, and the Satisfaction viſible in 
his Countenance, gave him ſo charming an Air, as i 

could not but with Difficulty be withſtood. Hi 
_ Converſation was lively and affecting; L aſſured 
him, as often as he deſired, of my intire Reconci- 
liation. How dear and fleeting are the Moments 
ſpent with thoſe we love ! The Clock ſtruek Four, 
when we had ſtill a thouſand things to ay, and | 
were ſo taken up with each other, that if Barbara 
had not reminded me of Dinner, I ſhould have 
paſs*'d the whole Day without eating. The Mas. 
gueſs made a thouſand Apologies for having unde. 
ſignedly given Occaſion to this Delay. I aſk'd him 
with a Smile, whether he would venture on ſuch a 
Meal as was ready? He was tranſported at my Pro. 
poſa], thinking himſelf much obliged. - Barbara, 
whom I did not bluſh to call Aunt, was order- 
ed to ſerve up Dinner immediately; we ſat down 
to Table, and Love, as will eaſily be imagined, 
ſupplied the Place of a third Perſon. ' After Dinner 
we entertained each other .with the. Detail of all 
that had paſſed ſince our Separation: Adventures, 
Reflections, nothing was omitted, not even S7. Agne, 
Hiſtory, which I related to the Marqueſs, and the 
Share I had in every thing which regarded: that 
dear Friend. My Lover aſſured me, that, in. conſi- 
deration of our mutual Friendſhip, he would em- 
ploy all his Intereſt for ſetting aſide her -Vows, and 
ſeem'd much concerned that I had not by me the 
Letters entruſted to my Care, for that he would 
have diſpatched da Bois expreſs to the M—— with 
them as they were directed, and have heard ſome 
"Tidings of Melicour I informed the Marqueſs in- 
to whoſe Hands I had delivered them, and thence 
took an Occaſion of acquainting him with Linda. 
mint s Adventures; he had already heard of them, 
an expreſo d himſelf very much in her F W 
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The Converſation turn'd inſenſibly on: Sr. Fal. 
If Jealouſy were the Standard of Love, I ought to 
have been very well fatisfied with the Vivacity of 
the Margueſs's Paſſion ;-.he aſk'd a thouſand Queſti- 
ons concerning that of his Couſin; I anſwered them 
very ſincerely ; . I diſcover'd that the Detail gave 
him Pain; but, at the. ſame time, I obſerved -- 
with Pleaſure, he did Sz. Fal Juſtice; even ſo far 
as to tell me, that St. Fals Honour was ſo much 
to be relied on, that tho' he knew him to be his 
Rival, and was himſelf inclined to be jealous, yet 
if my Affairs required it, he ſhould not heſitate a 
Moment to leave me in his Power. T anſwered witk 
a Smile, that my Way of thinking was a ſufficient 
Governeſs: to which he replied with the ſame 
god Humour, he did not queſtion it, but that his 
chief Dependance was on the Regard, he flatter' d 
himſelf, I had for him. I remember I looked on 
him, at that Inſtant, with ſo much Tenderneſs, 
that he might eaſily diſcern, the natural Modeſty - 
of the Sex hid from him a Part of what then paſs' d 
in my Breaſt. ee | "ads & oh 
The Emotion ] perceived in his Eyes making me 
apprehenſive left my own had betray'd me, and 
he ſhould reflect we were alone, I a{k*d him, in or- 
| der to divert his Thoughts another way, whether he 2 
could with as little Difficulty give an Account of his ot 
on Behaviour, as I had done of mine. What ö 
Account can J give you (replied the Marque) but 
of a great deal of Impatience and Vexation? ſe- 1 
veral Copies of Letters wrote to my charming 
* Fenty, but prudentially ſupprefled ?? << Have a 
Care (replied J, looking very earneſtly at him) 
„% what you fay : 1 have been informed of ã cer- | 
e tain fair Lady at Port-a-Moxfon what was not | 
w altogether indifferent to you ; that you found a. — | 1 
| 


— 


* good deal of Amuſement in thoſe Parts; and 
*-that ahother Lady Good God! (cried' the - 
7 Marqueſs interrupting me and ſmiling} who could 
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fa; 


© have told you all theſe Stories? I know none but 


Adu Bois capable of making ſuch Blunders ; he has 


been tiring you, I ſuppoſe, with the Adventures 
that Country furniſh'd ; and as they are frequent 
* enough, he has brought me in by Head and 
* Shoulders, in order to diſcoverwhether-yourRegard 
for me would take the Alarm.” A very notable 
** Turn truly (cried I laughing 3) this 1ntroduc: 
tion to what you: ſhall think fit to relate, makes 
4 me——" Alas ] lovely Jenny (replied the Mar- 
gueſs very earneſtly) * this is too ſerious a» Subject 
to jeſt with. Can you imagine, that where you 
poſſeſs the Heart of one whoſe ſtrict Honour e- 
* quals mine, there can be any Room for other 
* Objets?” Jam willing, my Lord (replied I) 
< to credit what you ſay ; nevertheleſs I ſhall not 
* diſpenſe with your giving a. Detail of your Stay 


„nin Lorraine.” I was very preſſing on this Subject. 


Whatever Self-Love might dictate, I would not 
rely on the Power of my Charms; or perhaps J 
ſought the Pleaſure of having a farther Confirma- 


tion of a Paſſion already ſo endearing : be it as it 
will, my Lover ſeeing me obſtinately bent on hear- 


ing the Relation, thought fit to ſatisfy my Curioſity 
in the following Words. | | 
The Detail of my Adventures (charming Fenn) 
« will not be very long. A profound Melancholy 
«+ ſeiz'd me. on my Arrival in Lorraine; I ſeldom 
* went out of my. Chamber except to Church; du 
© Bots ſeeing me pine away, thought proper to en- 
gage me to take the Air and ſee Company; find- 


ing me averſe to what he propoſed, and obſerving: 


me to grow worle and worſe, he applied to a 
*: Phyiician of Note in the Town where we were, 
© and entreated him to come to me. Tn order to 
prepare me for the Reception, he ſaid, I might, 
« if I pleaſed, bury myſelf alive; but that: I could 
© not refuſe Viſits, and mult expect them; thcugh, 
according to the eſtabliſh'd. Cuſtom, I ought: to 
have prevented tloſe who ſhowed me hat Civilit/. 
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* of the Place of his Birth. 
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« The Apprehenſion I was under, Teſt my Yale? 4s 
Chambre ſhould have made me guilty of ill-breed- 
ing, by inviting in my Name any one to viſit me, 


E occaſion'd my giving him a ſevere Reprimand. The 


« Gentry of thoſe Parts are People of Worth, but 
very nice in Point of Punctilio, and I ſhould have 


been unwilling to have given any Offence for ſeve- 


ral Reaſons. Da Bois made me eaſy, by aſſuring 
me, that he was no ways blameable as to this 


1 Particular, having only deſired a Phyſician to call 
upon me. At that Inſtant the Doctor ſent in his 
Name; he entered the Room very genteely, but I 


little expected ſo much Pleaſantry from him; his 
Name is Le Lorrain, proper enough to remind him 
Inſtead of Phyſick, 
« this merry Companion propos'd a Party of Pleaſure; 
he ſaid, I was not fit to keep my Chamber, but 
muſt take the Air, to which the fine Weather in- 
vited me; that his firſt Preſcription was, that I 


' ſhould go that very Day to a little Box he had 8 
' at a ſmall Diſtance, where I might poſſibly meet 
with good Company; that good Wine and fine. 


Women were admirable Remedies in all Hypo- 
chondraic Caſes. Every Phraſe was ſeafon'd with 
* a Smile, and the Tongue moiſtening his Lips, ſerv- 


' ed for Comma's and Points; in a Word lovely 
Feuny, I never met with ſo jocoſe a Phyſician. I 1 


was ſo taken with him, and his eaſy Behaviour 


was ſo agreeable, that I made him to dine with 
me; all the while we were at Table, he enter- 


* tain'd me with ſeveral diverting Paſſages: in the 


Evening we went to his Country-Houſe, and found 


ſome good Company. I did not perceive the La- 
* dies were in the leaſt aukward, as they are gene- 
rally repreſented ; their Dreſs was very faſhionable, 
their Accent, it's true, not ſo good as at Paris; 
* nevertheleſs I muſt own, that in point of good. 


* Breeding and Politeneſs, they are no ways inferior 


My 


to the Pariſians. 
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My Phyſiciandined with me the next Day; « Th 
« preſcribed for me with his uſual Facetiquſneſs, aul great 
© for the firſt time IT Was prevail'd upon to;have n this 
«-courſe to an Apothecary's Shop. I found. grealff pinigr 
«© Benefit from what I took, andneyere joy'd a bel conſec 
ter State of Health. It were to be wiſn d that ¶ ¶ look'c 
our Doctors behaved in this Manner 3. beſides H with! 

„great Skill, he has. the Knack of puttin his PB Societ 
* tients in good Heart, which, is * 1 { * ments 
ue. thoſe 

In the de of Life, the firſt Sed 15 all; th with 
Melancholy, ariſing from your Abſence, hung upulM the W 
© me, yet I had a Reliſh for- Company; but, wh Atten: 
* chiefly drew me frequently to one particular "Hou his o. 
was, the near Reſemblance which the Counteſi Mil Friend 
* Charee's eldeſt Daughter has of you, in every. thin all tho 
-* except. her Temper rand Tings t; methought I canno! 
ſaw you whenever I was in her Company. Thy conſeq 

young Lady's Siſters are Perſons of great Merit | cacy o 
6 Made eg de Chared,. the Youngeſt, is made will tereſt ; 
of Charms; her Brother as fine a Gentleman ſelf in 


any I know ; the Mother of this amiable Family on on: 
* to. a great Decoram joins a graceful Behaviour be againſt 
© yond Imagination: I mutt leave you to judge ho {elf mi 
well I was pleaſed. with ſo engaging a Family againſt 
and indeed I ſpent moſt of my Time there with! may v 
* ſele& Set of Acquaintance; among the reſt, I h Fro 
© the. Pleaſure of Count de la Meſan's Company this m 
Mademoiſelle de Sale, his Niece, made one in tha break: 

© Group of Beauties, and was no leſs diſtinguiſte ſeeks 
by _ Wit than her Charms. all hin 
The moſt; aum of my Acquaintance, an ever, 

* who remain ſuc e Meſſieurs de Gomberwaull$ thoſe 
* Z Atel and 2 I had been very intimatFF- happe 
« with a certain Gentleman named Se. Ala, a Perlallh neſs n 
* of Worth; but our Friendſhip ſufterd from fond ing p 
8 l- grounded Suſpicions, and was finally broke if Eſteen 
© by Conſtructians, as wrong made as waere may 
wg al 


12 


ay; « The jaſtifying my Character to you, is- of too 
(eſs, aa great Concern not to demand a ſuccinct Account of” 
ave u this Rupture ;. perhaps you are not of the ſame O. 
1 gre: pinion with me in an Affair of, this Nature, and 
a bei 
that i look d upon it as a Principle, that whoever breaks. 
ides M with his Friend, infringes the eſtabliſh'd Laws of 
phy Pol Society. In conſideration of the firſt Engage». 
ments, every thing ſhould be overlooked. ; but if 
choſe Ties are to- be laid aſide, as incompatible 
with Honour and Reputation, a Man ſhould leave 


Attempt to, do it himſelf; for whoever undertakes 
his own Juſtification, after breaking with his 
Friend, only endeavours to prejudice in his Favour 
0 all thoſe he makes Judges of his Caſe: this he 
cannot effect without defaming: his Friend, and 
conſequently commits a Fault againſt a juſt Deli- 
| cacy of Sentiments, his own Choice, and Self- In- 
tereſt ;- againſt;proper Sentiments, by putting him 
man i {elt into the woeful Neceſſity of being an Informer 

Family on one Side, and his on Panegyriſt on the other; 
our bl againſt his Choice, by tacitly acknowledging him- 

Ige hon {lf miſtaken in chooſing his Friend; and finally 

Family WY againſt Self-Intereſt, by ſetting up Judges, who: 
> with may very poſſibly condemn his ConduQ. * 

„ 1 half From what I have advanced, lovely vun 


all him who gives Occaſion to the Rupture. How- 
ever, when a. Man, without being wanting to 


happens to loſe his Friend through a Capriciauf. 


ing publick, may tarniſle. his Honour, or, that 


ing always the Cautions before given „ to prevent .. 


his. 


conſequently may condemn my Conduct. Lalways-. 


the World to do him Juſtice, without the leaſt 


this may be gathered, that I blame any Man who 
breaks with his Eriend, much more him that 
ſeeks to juſtify himſelf for doing it, but moſt of 
thoſe Duties to. which Eriendſhip obliges him, 
neſs not to be excus d, and the Rupture, becom 


Eſteem all polite People are fond of; then, he 
may be allow'd to juſtify his Conduct, obſery- 


* err 


ä [48] 
his Character being ealled in Queſtion,” and I 
* fing thoſe favourable Prejudices which introduce 
© us to the Sweets of civil Sockery or the ſecy 
* ' Springs that animate a Reputation of Benevolence, 
* to which we are allow'd by honourable Method 
"— „ J 
© 'Fhis laſt was exactly my Caſe, deareſt Jenn 
at Pont-a-Moufſon'; I mentioned to you the great 
* Friendſhip between Monſteur de St. Alu and me, i 
* was really ſuch. This Intimacy no longer ſub. 
* fiſts, and he publickly complains of me: he per. 
* fiſts in it, he has gone farther, he endeavvurs t. 
© make me feel the Effects of his Reſentment ;: | 
has even employed rhe moſt powerful Means ti 
complete my Ruin: he does not give over al 
hopes of ſucceeding. I have been filent a long 
Time, I have waited with Patience, he open 
© attacks me; that is, he aims his Blows by thok 
Hands, I have the greateſt: Reaſon to reſped, 
© Now then, may I not be allow'd to juſtify my 
* ſelf ? I ſhall undertake to do it, ftriftly obſerving 
the Rules of Decency and Politeneſs I have jul 
© now eſtabliſhed, and from which I hope never t 
The Affair in Queſtion, diſcreet Ferry, is u 
nice as it is difficult to relate: A formal Accu there 
© fation is laid againſt me; I am charged with 
© a Violation of Friendſhip in the moſt atrociou 
Manner; my Innocence is my ſole Defence, and 
my Honour my only Evidence: Malice eve 
© predominant over Charity, is on my Adverſary' 
© Side. Apainſt ſuch: an Oppoſition, with Wh 
Arms can I ſupport my Cauſe? muſt J not nau very 
* rally expect to fall under the Weight? You dow. 
alone, my Charmer, can encourage me: if you if ſhe 
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pronounce Sentence in Favour of me and my SentiW* Purp: 
© ments, what may I not hope for from the Good © full ! 
* neſs of my Cauſe and the Indulgence of the and: 
s Publick ? * one's 
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The greater Preparation the Marque/s made for 
is Adventure, the more impatient 1 was I to hear 
he Concluſion. He took ſo much Pains to win me 
yer, that I was twenty times upon the Point of 
-Iling him, that if I was to be judge, all this would 
nly contribute to determine me againſt him; but 


and 0. 
ntroduct 
e ſec 
volence, 
Methods 


£4 enn ne Fear of retarding a Relation, whoſe Introduce 

he great on ſeemed to be of ſuch Importance, and where- i 
d me, in ke appeared principally concerned, reſtrained me, | 
zer bnd gave him an Opportunity of purſuing his Dif- | 
he per{Wourſe in the following Words. 
Ours 18 At my Arrival in Lorraine, I learnt Ms. 2 
ent; E great deal of Pleaſure, that M. de St. Alu had 


eans u taken up his Reſidencę there; I was overjoyed, 
over al we had been bred | together, and WARS =P 


a log intimate. | 
open We ſoon renewed our mutual Friendſhip ; : and I 
y thor excepting our not being in the ſame Houſe, we 1 
reſp were ſeldom apart, and might have been juſtly | 
ify my called the Iaſeparables; we had no Secrets for each 

oervingF* other, our very Thoughts were communicated. 

ave jul There was a Houſe in the Town where I viſit- 


ed with leſs Ceremony than at other places; the 
Freedom I there enjoyed was ſb agreeable, that 
I generally eat, or at leaſt ſpent part of the Day 
there. St. Alu frequently reproach'd me for it: 

he was not upon. very good Terms with the Pro- 
voſt's Lady (the Miſtreſs. of the Houſe) and at 


ever t0 
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de, andi that Time ?efaſed to do Juſtice to the Merits of 

e exe her Daughter. | 
erlary'l © She is an amiable Perſon, has a great tht. of il 
h bat Wit, and exceeding fine Parts. She was married 
t nau very young, and in a few Months became a Wi- 
? ri dow. She might have married again very ſoon, it 
if you if ſhe had pleaſed ; ſome Accidents, foreign to my i 
/ you * Purpoſe, had interfer'd.. Her Bloom was in its 1 

00 


„fall Luſtre when J was firſt acquainted. with her, i 
* and a ſlight Knowledge of her ſufficed to ſecure 
* one's Eſteem and Intereſt in her Behalf, - 


of the 


"The 87. 
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Ft. In knew there was ſuch a Perſon from tu 
time he ſettled in the Town, but had made the Le. 
* Acquaintance with her. What I had advanced che vil) 
« cerning the Agreeableneſs of her Converſatia Ser ce 
ſurprized him, and created a Deſire of being bb could 
to judge for himſelf. I introduced him, he yl Mobile: 
received as an amiable Perſon, and it was not Jog L. 
before he gained their Eſteem. 5 oon 
He had ſcarce frequented the Houſe a Mont, and 11 
© when he fell deſperately in Love with the you ,. . 
Widow; his Merit had its uſual Succeſs, and hy beſore 
5 2 we was not rejected. | 1 One 
In fine, notwithſtanding ſome Oppoſtti ing, -£ 
« — ſo earneſtly Aeifed, ne Oryoſe on, 25 
C and he put in poſſeſſie Tenn 
* wy p p on of the Happineſs bel ately d 
This Wedding was ſo far from making any Al to C01 
© teration -in our Friendſhip, that it was rather en After I 
« creas'd. Se. Alu could not live without me, as E © 400 
often ſaid: We were continually together, and 95 2 
* being willing on my fide. to ſhew a grateful Senkl what ; 
of ſuch an endearing Deference, I ſpent whole Ar 
Pays with the new- married Couple, and Mouzh in, wk 
£ myſelf extremely happy. ER 
* Nevertheleſs, perceiving after: fome Months tha aye 56 
my Friend was inclin'd to Jealouſy, I managel and er 
my Viſits with Diſcretion, and often abſented my. of Wh 
< ſelf under various Pretences. For ſome time Sail Mary: 
Ali was ſatisfied with the plauſible Reaſons I al. Nr 
% ledged for not ſeeing him fo frequently; but, too the i 
* quick-ſighted not to ſuſpect the real Cauſe, afte 
* ſome time he explain'd himſelf; and, without al 
: lowing me to make a Reply to a very 'obliging 
Speech, he foreed me to on I would ſee | hin 
© as often as forme 
© could not hold out againſt bis Entreaties 
they were ſo preſſing, and accompanied with fuch 
* Frankneſs, that I —_— the Laws of Friend- 


© ſhip obliged me to deſiſt from my firſt Deſign: 
Fo « In 
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young; 
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whole 


One Day Se. Alu. 


[ what immediatel, EO a brain. 
juſt as we” roſe from Table ſome Friends came 


J. I fnall Towns, Afſeniblies are much in Vogue 
me Leiſure which abounds there, makes Time paſs 


heavily ; to emed) which, Gaming is of infinite 
Service, by keeping up Correſpandences, which 


could not ſubſiſt without that Aer ee 1 


Mobele. Lanſquenet Was play'd every Night at 


* 


Town thither.; and as they were well received, 


and much at their Eaſe in his Houſe, good Com- 
pany was ener. wanting, and "ras generally late 
before they partel. LG 


Alu ſent x Footman in the Morn- 
ing, to deſire 1 would fpend that Day with him, 
intimating that he would not be denied 3 It was a 
Feſtival and very cold Weather. I went immedi- 
ately to his Houfe, Where he waited for me to go 
to Church; accordingly we went with his Lady. 
After Dinner, we fell to play, and ſupp' d all three 
in the beſt Humour imaginable. Sz. Alu was very 
gay, and ſure enough J had little Reaſon to expect 

ely happen d 


in, who uſually were there early to begin Play. 
As People can't talk always, Sr, Alu, Who has a 
fine Hand on the Viol, took up the Tyftrument, 
and entertam'd the Company with ſeveral Pieces 


| of Muſick : They heard him with great Pleaſure; 


I took this Oppartunity to leave the Room, hay- 


ing been ſhut up the whole Day, in order to enjoy 


* 


the freſh Air and a. few Moments Reflexion apon 


you, deareſt;Fenny, When we have any thing at 


x 


ifelf, I willingly embraced it. 


Heart, Solitude is agreeable, and as it preſented 


* To go tothe Rgom in which we play'd, one 
was obliged to go thre? Madame de St. Ali's A- 
partment. mentioned before the Coldneſs of the 
Weather! Thad not been long in the Court, be- 
fore T was 'pierced with the oſty Air. I knew 
there was a good Fire in the. Room where the 

e Company 


- : Y. * 
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© Company was expected; I went thither, the Dag 

was open, and thinking I was alone, I ſk 

< me. 5 


ut it aſte 


« 


Room there Was a Bed with the Curtains draus 
© about it; it was deſign'd for a Friend that wy 


” 


expected that Night. 


-. 
bd = 


I was ſtanding very quietly with my Back th 


s. 7 K© Candles were not lighted, which occaſion, 
© ed my Error, having no other Light than wh 
©. the Fire afforded. It muſt be obſerve „that in th 


© the Fire, thinking quite of another Thing than a 


Affair of Gallantry, when J heard ſomebody groan, 
c Surpriz'd at this, I aſk'd who was there? A Voice 
© which I knew to be Madame de St Alu's, called 
me. Iam extreamly ill ſaid ſhe ; I found myſel 
« chilly, and the Fire has ſtruck the Cold up to ny 
Head; I am fainting awagxg. 

I ran haſtily to her Aſſiſtance : (admire, den 
© Jenny, my unlucky Stars!) The very Inſtant 

© ſtoop'd, down to raiſe her off the Ground, the 
© Door was thrown open, and St. Alu appeared, He 
« ſtarted back at ſeeing us. Heavens! cried he, whats 
this? I am betrayed ! my Wife is falſe, and you 
are à Villain and a treacherous Friend. This Re: 
< proach, which I had fo little Reaſon, to; expe; 
£ bereav'd me of a Preſence of Mind ſufficient for 


my own Juſtification. My Silence, without doubt 


© confirm'd his Suſpicions; when I would have 
made him ſenſible of his Miſtake, it was too late, 
© his Jealouſy blinded him, he would hear, nothing; 
he roar'd in a horrible Manner, calling us by al 
the vile Names his, Fury could ſuggeſt. .. What 
was to be done? Reaſon was loſt on him; i 
was to no Purpoſe to repreſent to him that the 
Company in the next Apartment, alarm'd by hi 
Noiſe, would come in upon us, and be Witneſſe 
of this unfortunate Mifunderſtanding. He woll 
not be appeaſed; his Paſſion blinded him, and 
he ran headlong. on his own Ruin. 1 though; 
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© beſt for me, in ſuch cruel Circumſtances, to fe- 
tire, which I did immediately. What I had fore- 
« ſeen, happen'd accordingly ; it was the Hour 
| © for the Aſſembly to meet, the Stair-caſe was 
« crouded with Company, and the whole Affair 
came out. | | VE es 
| © They aſk'd me the Meaning of the Outcries 
© they heard; I ſhrug'd up my Shoulders and an- 
« ſwer'd, I think, ſome Family Difpute. To put 
an End to it, and drown Sz. Alu's Voice, who 
pas ſtill outrageous, I open'd the Door and cried 
out, as if nothing had happen'd, the A#ors are 
come, wwe need only light away. I was in hopes 
« 57. Alu might come to himſelf, be appeas'd, and 
© the Storm pals. Io : 
© The Company enter'd the Room 3 it was very 
lucky there were no Lights, which would have 
| © diſcover'd a terrible Scene. Madame de St. Alu 
« cried bitterly ; the Huſband had Tears in his Eyes; 
to me all this was diſcernible by the Fire-hght. 
St. Alu, under Pretence of ordering the Can- 
d He dles to be light, left the Room; when he return'd, 
What as he paſs'd by, he bid me in very harſh Terms 
NC 10088 to be gone, and never come into his Sight any 
more. It happen' d unfortunately that an Officer, 
expect next me, overheard him; this put me under the 
fatal Neceſſity of not complying, as otherwiſe I 


doubt naturally ſnould have done; nevertheleſs, as my 
d bare Sword was in anather Room, and I did not think 
oo late, 0 pope to run any Hazard from Sz. Alu's Obſtina- 
othing ey, 1 went and fetch'd it. His Lady, ſeeing me 
by a return, ſhew'd me by a Glance of her Eye how 
4 What much the was concern'd at my Preſence. © But un- 
im; "Mc fortunately, as I ſaid before, her Husband's 
that ua. Threats were overheard ; and in agarrifon'd Town, 
d by n+ where Points of Honour are ſo much regarded, 


* could not think of giving the leaſt Handle to Peo- 
le woll ple's Diſcourſe; eſpecially in an Affair wherein I 
im, and : Was not allow'd to juſtify my ſe f: I remain'd 

C © therefore, 
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« put an end to ſuch a troubleſome Scrutiny, 


play. 
Aſter ſtaying a ſufficient Time, to aw. 1 wil 
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c wholeckthe 
bly upon me. This made me ſuffer el 3 to 


pro. 
© posda Duppe to the Company, and ſat down toil 


not intimidated by Sr. Alu's Mxnaces, J left th 
Houſe. Whilit I ſtaid, the Huſbands much 1 


be pitied, gave evident Proofs' of the Anguiſh h. do 
was under, ſometimes calling for his Sword, ſonel, Wa 
times his Hat; in fine, every Action betray! | 


what paſs'd interiorly : It griev'd me excefliveh 
and I was in the utmoſt Deſpair, for BayIng. os | 
the Occaſion of what had happen'd. , 
The next Day I was exceedingly ſurpris'd ü 
hear, that the Lady, preſs'd by her Huſband; wh 


pretended to have ſeen ſtrange Things, and q a 
this terrible Evidence threaten'd- to kill her, After 
ſhe did not frankly own all that had paſs'd, givin, my 
his Word to forget all that had happen'd, if fl exſinet 
ſhew'd ſach an entire Confidence in him: I ing wi 
Lady, I ſay, thought ſhe had done Wonders ee an 


owning, that I would have taken off her Gatte 

for a particular. Uſe, ſhe made me ſay, that wou 
bring her good Luck. As J often amus'd my 
with Cabaliſticalid perations and performing Trich 
which, though natural in themſelves, ſurpriſe ut 
as are unacquainted with them, this amiable Lu 


ence ; 
otwit 
ake 8. 
Tempt 
strengt 
$00 ore 


aid hold on the Pretext to cxcuſe herſelf, in hq; The 
© her Huſband, who knew me, would give credMr7. ſee 
to it. St. Alu took this Occaſion to have iſh; ve 
vincing Proofs of the Truth. His Lady is tri poſed; 
pious, and he obliged her chat Morning to Mwithout 
« proach the Sacraments, and then ſwear upon ne by t 
* Damnation, that nothing more had pafſed. Mn it“ a 
7 13 and he agreed to live with her, f My ] 
*. vided {he promis'd never to ſee me more. particul; 
© This, dear Jenny, (continued the dle pee, wely a 
5 Ahe real Truth of the Adrenture vide take 


6 Diſgu abs 


1 35s |] 


Af e and Jaſtipying myſelf- by ridiculing him, I really 
1 Pro. pitied him ſincerely, and always did him Juſtice. 
Reba u ] never omitted any Opportunity of mentioning 
. thoſe good Qualities, my Friendſhip formerly re- 
mark din him. His Behaviour in my regard has 
been very different, every where railing againſt 
me. I never reſented it; and Whatever he may 


W. 'T Was 
left the 
much to 


2guh ll: do to force me to cliange my Conduct, I ſhall al- 
d, ſomeſ ways be the ſame, and ever avoid doing him the 
betray . leaſt Prejudice. This is the Life J have led dur- 
cell: ing my Stay at Pont-a-Moufon : Reading and 


ing beg Hunting took up my leiſure Hours but, what- 


« ſent to my Imagination 
My Lover related this Adventure wi fo —— 


pris'd 
and, wht 


„ and candour, that Ino longer ſuſpected his Fidelity. 
11 her, After this, our Diſcourſe turn'd upon the Situation 
d, giver my Affairs: J could not forbear hinting the Un- 
d, if Meaſineſs J felt, at being a Burthen to Se. Tal; add- 
m: Meg withal, that I could not prevail with myſelf to 
onder jive any longer at his, or any other Perſon's Ex- 


r Garth pence; that I was come to a Reſolution, which was, 


hat wol otwithſtanding my little Reliſh ſor a Convent, to 
$'d my ake Shelter in one, as a. Place of Security againſt 
ng ric Temptations ; that I could not depend on my own 
priſe ſuc Strength, as the World had its Charms; that I run 
able Loo great a Hazard in ſuch a Situation. 13 
', in ho The Marzze/6> heard eme without Interruption.” 
ive creſ he ſeem'd: thoughtful ; I continued to repreſent to 
have im very earneſtly the Dangers. to which I was ex- 
ly. 15 ku poſed; and to convince him I did not complain 
ing to without Reaſon, I fairly related the Viſit intended 
_- h e by the Duke, the Remarks Ja Genewal had made 
f:d. on it, and her Behawour to me the Day before. 
her, p My Lover ſeem'd ſenſible that I was in the right, 
IP particularly/ as: to the Dangers * mention'd in ſo 
WL wely a Manner: He replied; ; that he would 
ur tte "i take till the next Day to conſider on what I al- 


Dig" Cs: _ © ledged, 


« Diſauiſe. Far from blaming Sz. Alus Condu@» 


ever my Amuſements were, you were always pre- 


i 
1 
' 
| 
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1561 | 
C ledged, and that he did not deſpair of fndi 
© ſome Expedient between the two Extremes, whit 
_ © TT ſhould approve of; proteſting that he was tu 
* nearly concern'd in every thing which regard 
my Reputation, not to concur with me in prop 
* Meaſures.* After ſome Diſcourſe on this Subjes 
he retir*d, aſſuring me that he would immedi; 
ly think of ſome Method to make me eaſy, ie im 
he had the Happineſs of ſhewing, that he ellen 
nothing in this World equal to me.“ 

Theſe laſt Marks of my Lover's Tenderneſs: 
forded me much Comfort: My Hopes began 4 
tower, and notwithſtanding the many -Obſlack 
that might diſcourage me from expecting a Huſbai 
of the Margue/;'s Quality, ſtill I fateer'd my 
with the bewitching Chimera. Every thing appe: 
poſſible, when eagerly deſir d. After ſeveral R 
flexions on this Head, I bethought myſelf of th 
Letters I had wrote to the Marqueſs and St. Fal: 
had a Curioſity to read them again, but they we 
not to be found. At firſt I was-unealy, and look 
earneſtly for them, though in vain. Nobody 
been in the Room but the Perſons to — th | 
were directed; I concluded they had committed ti 
Robbery, and, all ings conſider d, Was well 
nough pleas d. 

Theſe Letters, eſpecially that to the 2 
diſplay d my Averſion to my preſent Situation, a 
Diſreliſh for all Aſſiſtance from others: I imagii 
this might induce-the Margue/s to provide for m 
without my ſeeming to aſk it. A thouſand paſii 
Fancies made me long to depend on him alon 
Methought that would ſcreen' me from my ol 
Scrupuloſity. He had promis'd to marry me, wil 
J judged ſufficient for my Juſtification; ;, this wa 
great Step for me, whoſe _ ee 
often ep at n I! | 
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The next Day I receiv'd a Letter from the Mas- 
e,, acquainting me, that he could not ſee me 
heſe two Days; being oblig'd to wait on his Father 
g Paris, who had Buſineſs of Conſequence that re- 
Wuir'd Diſpatch. He added, he had ſome Affairs 
{ his own, which he would willingly end before he 
aw me; he aſk'd it as a Favour, that I would not 
de impatient, hoping that his Return would effect an 
zoreeable Change in my Affairs, and aſſuring me 


ould have no room to repent the Confidence I 


had placed in him. 


> 


The End of Part VII. 
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ADVERTISEMENT: 
; IE. MOL, Ba * 885 


Hawe too deep à Sen e of the Regard, avith which 
the Public has hitherto favour'd me, not 10 fore 
| fee every thing that might be diſpleaſmg. The Neceſi. 
ty I am under, in theſe Memoirs, to aſſign different 
Names lo the Actors braught upon the Stage, making 
me apprevenſive lejt ſeveral of them ſhould havea 
near Relation to thoſe of living Perſons, I think m- 
HelF cbliged to declare, that there has Hot been one Nan: 
given with en Intention of. poinging out any Body, and 
much leſ for the Sake of am Application; if it bai 
been in my Power to hade "invented them all, I wwoul 
not have failed doing 7 on purpoſe to have adi 
this Inconvenience ; but it was not poſſible for nt 
in a French Narrative, ta hade introduced foreigh 
harſh Names in our Language. After theſe Proteſia 
tions, ¶ hope the Criticks will not ſeek to pick a Qua 
rel with me on this Subject; in good Truth, it is u 
worth while ; and when they are diſpoſed to gratij 
their Humour, they will find Diverſjon enough : | 
far from taking it ill at their Hands, I ſpall be | 
 firft to make one among them, ꝛuben they chooſe 10 


. 


du 


ES 


Since ] have begun advertiſing, I muſt not omit to 


scare that this Eighth Part is almoſt entirely the | 
+ {Marqueſs de L. V's; at haſt his Lady. did me the. 


Honour 10 ewrite me Word fo, when ſhe ſent the 
Manuſcript s 1 had no Difficulty in believing it, from 
the Difference of the Stile. Ii aas my Defion to 


Impreſſion of this Work, and probably may a 
great many more before it's finiſh'd,, I reſolved to 
inſert them all in the lafl Part, which I expect ve- 


1 ly emp oyed in it at one of her Seats, whither fhe is 

N * retir'd during the Abſence of her Huſband, who is 

1: WW teh it out for London in order to recover ſome- 
thing lately fallen io him. 
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du 


have inſerted here the Letter ſhe wwrote on this Oc- 
caſion 3 but as ] have receiv'd ſeveral during the 


iy ſhortly, the Marchioneſs de L. V. being attual- 


, IO earn 2 
A 


her Pardon, as ſhe ſaid. 


PART VIII. 


Abſence of my dear Lover, and fee no- 

body; but Madame de Geneval, whom 
her Huſband undoubtedly had made ſen- 
| ſible of the Injuſtice of her Behaviour, 
came to. ſee me, and made ſeveral Excuſes for what 
had paſs'd, by imputing to my Chamber-Maid, 


who was, ſhe ſaid, very foul-mouth'd, the Cauſe of 
the unmannerly Expreſſions ſhe had employ'd. 


How much ſoever I might be provok'd againſt her, 
ſhe ſeem'd ſo humble and ſincere, that J could not 
help returning a civil Anſwer to what ſhe faid on 
this Occafion. I am not ill-natur*d, but of a for- 
giving Temper ; beſides, I thought it was to no 
Purpoſe to ſhun her for the little Time I had to ſtay 
at her Houſe. | | 
Madame de Geneval went from one Extreme to 


another; we were no ſooner reconcil'd, but ſhe in- 


vited herſelf to ſup with me, the better to ratify 
I was not yet Miſtreſs of 
that Facuity which teaches us politely to get rid of 
troubleſome People, I durſt not refuſe her. The 
Huſband coming in, was of the Party; and as M. 


de St. Fal arrived the Inſtant we were ſitting down 


to Table, I obliged him to make one. Mon ſieur dt 
Geneval entertain'd us, as uſual; with a thouſand 
Stories, gave us Teveral Adventures that were not 
new, yet amuſing by the new Turn he gave them. 
His Wife propos'd to'go the next Day to the Park 
with me, aſſuring me the King would be there, 
and that he intended to fiſh in the Canal. As little 
diſpos'd as I was, I could not reſiſt this Party, ow 

wS | j 


Y Reſolved to ſhut myſelf up during the 
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him a Gondola for his Wife, and I could not have 
had a finer Occaſion of taking the Air agreeably. 
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and who, ſhe told me, was the very 
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0 the following Reaſon ; one of Genewal's Friends" 


belonging to the Board of Works, had promis'd 


The Pleaſure I felt the next Day in this Party 


made me forget my Cares, and I was not ſorry I 
lad conſented to it. Sf. Fal was with us, and 
| ſhow'd us the Menagerie, Marly and Meudon ; I ad- 
| mir'd theſe Palaces, which encreas'd my Eagerneſs 
to ſee that of Verſailles the firſt Opportunity. 


After having run over ſome other Parts of the 


Park, waiting for the King, who came pretty late, 
we amus'd ourſelves with ſeeing him a fiſhing. 
Madame de Geneval remarked to-me a very hand- 


ſome Man, who+had his Eyes continually upon us, 
Duke, who the 
Day of my Arrival had defir'd to ſee me. The 
Fear I was under, left he ſhould make an Attempt 
to ſpeak to me, obliged me to return home, where 
we ſat directly down to Table. 3 
We loft no time; the freſh' Air had given us fo 
keen an Appetite,. that we all play'd our Parts with 
a good Grace: The Diſcourſe rolled upon the 
Places we had ſeen, which occaſion'd from time to 


[time ſome curious Anecdotes, which pleas'd me 


much. I found a Satisfaction in every thing relat- 


ing to the Court, without gueſſing the Reaſon ; my 
Mind ſeem'd to forebode, that the Day would come 
when I ſhouid have a Place there. 


In the mean Time, the Night being advanced, 
Geneval and his Wife retir'd. The Countſeem'd to 
have a great Mind to talk to me; but he thought 
proper to take another Opportunity, knowing my 
Nicety of Decorum ; and I muſt do him this Piece 
of Juſtice, never was Lover more aſſiduous, or 
more careful not to offend. I wiſh'd him a good 
Night ith all the Chearfulneſs in the World; with 
which he ſeem'd ſo ſatisfied, that I dare ſay he 
Kept well upon it. Lovers are very fooliſh ; the 
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leaſt & Thing drjedts, and. a mere Noting raiſes t 40 0 
again. 
The next Day, deſtin > for great, e roſe 

extremely gay, with à certain Unconcern Which W. 
was not cuſtomary. How eafily v e become ac· 2'* 
quainted with a Life of Pleaſure ! | Like a great many Ib 
Women, my Looking-Glaſs did not a little con. 8 
tribute to my good Humour, and in thoſe Days it f 
flatter d me very much. A Millener that had hy mi 
ſent for, ſet me off in that Taſte and Air, that is . In 1 


+2 1 
V4: $i tne $4.27 6 
apes tay th ore ie N 


be caught no where but at, Paris, or the Court. Gal 
had a mind to be fine that Day, and I don't 1 n 

| why, for 1 had no, Deſign t0.,pleafe, A pair a am 
Stays, brought Home the Night before, gave bl 199 

| eafy and ſo fine a Turn to my Shape, that Iva ben 
; quite charm'd with it: my Clothes put on, nothing mo 
was wanting to complete my Dreſs. ang 

As ſoon as the Ceremonies of my. Toilette wer who 

over, I paſs'd into my great Rooni; I own ny p Ir 
Weakneſs, I thought myſelf very well, and I fad © 

in my own little Conceit, it would be no  Misfortus a 

to the Margueſs to have a. Wife of my Air; in ſhor _ 

I found myſelf handſome, and I have ſeldom ſee ro 

any that ſurpaſs'd me. Let this Vanity be for wy 

res me, it is the pain. Truth, I have full fom 8. 

fine Remains. | | Py 

| Jaſt as I had Gaiſhed my Drefs,. Monſiew eur an 1 f 
! Madame de Genewal came to my Apartment. Ti _— 
* Huſband extoil'd my Charms highly, Complimen me 
| of Form: As for the Wife, ſhe blam'd the Mak P mh 
li of my Gown, arraign'd my Tire- Woman, fou AA D 
fault with my Shoes and Stockings. True Woma! 52 
N but I forgave her, in Conſideration of the Propol 15 0 7 
- ſhe made of going to ſee the King at Maſs ;.. 1: Wr 
| cepted of it-the more readily, becauſe I knew. bof the G 
i the old Marguz/s and his Son were _ Pari The an = ie 
it was in no Fear of being allcover'd., 17 tas; q 


| Geneval having told us 'twas e to 80 | 


went to the Caſtle; ; as it was but a Step, there was 
Occ 
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Occ 


came into the 


of the Houſhold's Apartment, and ſo direaly thro? 


the little Galleries leading into the Caſtle: we met 


few People, to my no ſmall Diſappointment. A 
Woman, is always a Woman, and provided ſhe is 
pretty, likes to be ſeen and admir'd ;. the laſt Word, 
I believe, is the whole Truth. =. 1 

[ expreſs'd my Surprize to M. Genewal : Oh! 
« we are not yet come to the Court (ſaid he to me 
ſmiling) * theſe are but the Paſſages that lead to it. 
In reality, as ſoon. as we were got to the Prince's 
Gallery, and began to enter into the Apartments, I 
was in ſuch a Conſternation, eſpecially when I 
great Gallery, that I forgot myſelf, 
ſtood ftill at every Step; freſh Matter of. Admira- 
tion. If it had not been for Monfreur de Genewal, 
who was my Guide, and prevented my Diſtraction, 
I ſhould have run among the buſieſt of thoſe, with 
whom the Apartments generally ſwarm. _ 

In the mean time, at every. Step. a. Crowd of 


People ſtopt, and whiſper'd to one another. I began 


to recover a little from my Enthuſiaſms, and to 
conſider thoſe who paſs'd by. I could not refrain 
from bluſhing, ſo ſtared at as IL was. Certainly, I. 
think, there is no Nation in the World where 
they examine the Women ſo nicely... I was every 
Minute ſtepping on one Side or another, featjng 
leit they ſhould ſpeak to me, not to ſay any thing 
elſe; for they came ſo very near, it was excuſable 
in me to have thatThought. Madame deGenewal, who 
perceiv'd the Confuſion I was in, as well as what 
occaſion'd it, fell a laughing very heartily ; and. 
but for her Huſbang, who told her ſhe was not now. 
at Home, I believe ſhe would have enter'd upon a 
Diſcourſe pleaſant enough, and ſufficiently over-- 
heard, to draw after us the young Fellows, of whom 
the Gallery was full. But my Turn ſoon came, 
and if J hat. been ſpiteful, . I might have j iſtly di- 
verted myſelf at her Expence. N 

„„ l As 
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As we were walking, which Madame de Geneya/ 
did with an Air of Familiarity, and as if ſhe had 
been a Perſon well known, the Cloſet Door opened 
on a ſudden: the King was going to Maſs, every 


Body followed, and in an Inſtant the Croud diſap. iſ 


peared. Monſieur de Geneval told his Wife, fhe 
had done ill not to ſecure Places, and that it wa 
very likely we ſhould not get into the Chapel. Hi 


Wife bantered him for his Uneaſineſs, and told hin, iſ 
ſhe was ſure they would open her the Door as ſoon 


as ſhe appeared. The Huſband ſhook-his Head at 


this idle Piece of Pride, he foreſaw part of what 


was to happen. 2855 
Madame de Genewal being, as ſhe ſaid, very wel 
| known at Court, and acquainted with its Ways 


* 


ſcratch'd at the Chapel- Door; a Centinel open d 
it a little Way: You cannot come in Madam, ſaid he, 
there is no Room. She named her Name, and was 
inſiſting upon her Prerogative; but the Guard ſhut 
to the Door without anſwering her, as if he 
thought her a Perſon of no great Conſequence, 
'Tranſported with Rage, ſhe told me, that this was 
ſome young Recruit, who did not know his Duty, 
but that ſhe would teach it him. For my Part, 1 
could not help ſmiling ; ſhe perceived it, and her 
Vanity making her believe it was occaſioned by the 


little Notice taken of her, ſhereturn'd to the Charge, 
Hay, Ma- 


and ſcratched once again at the Door. 
dam, lis to no Purpoſe, cried the Guard, I Hat 
already told you, you cannot come in: With theſe 
Words he was going to ſhut the Door, when I ad- 
vanced. I will not ſay my Countenance pleas'd him, 
I would not indulge my Vanity ſo far; perhaps J 
reſembled ſome. Lady of Quality, or that my Dreß 
impoſed on him ; be that as it will, opening the 
Door to me, he ftretch'd out his Hand, and faid 
to Genewal, Pray, Madam, make Room: Upon this 
I advanced again, and he let me in. The poor 
Woman was obliged, in order to follow me, to * 
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| ſhe was of my Company. It ſeem'd as if that Day 
| was deſtin'd to mortify her; there was but one 
| Place left upon the Forms, which was given me, 
| Madame de Geneval ſtanding all the while. I pitied 
| her,. and offered my-Place, 5 

me with a Diſdain ſhe could not hide, that People 
| uſed no Ceremony in the King's Preſence; 


ut ſhe refuſed ; telling 


I was roo much taken up with the charming 
Sight, to mind what ſhe ſaid. If a Perſon out of 


| the Country is amazed the firſt time ſhe finds her- 
| ſelf at Court, let any one imagine my Aſtoniſh- 


ment; I, who at moſt had heard talk of it, with- 
out ever having had any Grounds to form Ideas of 


that kind. | 


Of all the brilliant Objects that ſtrack my Sight, 
I fixed my Eyes on nothing during part of the 
Service, but the Tribune, where the King diſtin- 
guiſhed himſelf as much by his Devotion, as by 
an Air of Greatneſs inſeparable from him. I for- 
got nothing that could confirm me in my Preju- 
dice, by which I was ſo zealouſly attach'd to him: 
I plainly ſaw that the Monarch was alone, and 
that this Lonelineſs was the Privilege of his Rank. 
The Crowd of Lords hehind him, had an Effect 
which ſtruck me; I look'd on it as a Shade, which 
placed in the moſt advantageous Light this amiable 
Prince, with whom J was fo much taken ever ſince 
tie lucky Moment when Chance had brought him 
n my Sight. 5 

After having for a long time conſidered this at- 
tracting Point of View, I let my Eyes wander 


ſthro' the Galleries; this Sight ſhow'd me the In- 


juſtice of the Remark, I had often heard made, 
concerning the little Piety which reigns amongſt 
iole of the great World; on the contrary, I was 
wfied at the Decency with which the Courtiers 
ited at the Myſteries : each Perſon ſeem'd recol- 
Hed within himſelf; no Diſcourſe, no Trifling ; 
eir outward Behaviour inculcated Medeſty * 
r Peck, 


ä 
ſpect; methought I was the only diſtracted Perſon, 
and I bluſhed to ſee it. I have ſince learn'd from 
Experience, that what I then look'd upon as ſok( 
Piety, was but an Imitation of the Maſter... "Ti 
all Copy at Court; when the Model is good, al 

around it bears his Reſemblance. © 
Maſs being over, I was taken up with ſo many 
curious Objects, that I ſhould have remain'd the lat 
in the Place, ſo deeply was I engaged ;. but a Hand 
which I felt, and which I thought was Madame ii cou 
. Geneval reminding me to go, brought me to my. t 
ſelf; in this Notion, I anſwer'd her without turning «<- p 
about. My Eyes were fixed upon a Lady whole +.r; 


Countenance had pleaſed me to that Degree, I coul ing 

not take them off; ſhe was tall, exquiſitely wellM to 

ſhaped, large black Eyes, a Singularity in her Face ni. 

that ſtruck me. I was examining her Perſon wit to b 

an eager Eye, when Madame de Geneval interrupt to t 

ed me ina Tone of Voice, which retained-a gre I b 

deal of her former Humour: Pray, Madam, 2 Ref. 

| * {wer the Margucſe. At this Name I turned ſul I ſhe 

denly about, thinking it to be my Lover; for M Atta 

knew nobody called by that Name except himſei Con, 

But, how was I ſtruck ! who would have expect plex 

ſuch an Incident? I trembled every Joint at t Perſ 

Sight of the old Marqueſs de L. V. Father of linfff appe 

_ who poſſeſſed my whole Thoughts; he did not go Char 

f as he had told his Son, it was only an Artifice, . ſon 

f Sequel will ſhow why it was employ'd. But i body 

return. | Su 
f Pardon me, Madam (ſays this old Nobleman] 'i but 

| I take the lucky Opportunity that favours me Wil ſoone 

b a a Sight of you: Features like yours are not ea chill' 

forgot; give me Leave to exprels my Joy at hav thou 

once more found you. The Circumſtances in wht ſuch: 

I left you gave me great Uneaſineſs; and, but il any ti 

the Duty of my Place, Which called me away, : ought 

- © ſhould aſſuredly have ſtaid till you had recove me ba 

your Health ; but if they executed. my Ord orf my 
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| « they mur hack pr you, that I contmanded alkima- 


nable Care to be taken of you——Bat what. i is. 
che Meaniog of "this, Madam (continued the Noble- 


[ Pain. 8 1 Preſence alway 8 to occaſion ＋ trouble 
and Unéaſineſs? Is. it pofftble that I ſhould be fo 


14 unfortunate 3 75 Hue you ay private Reaſons 
1 


«The Lady can have" none, Sir: (ſaid Ceneval, who 
could no longer hold her Ton ud Any one would” 
« think it an Honour to be 1255 Notice of by ſo 
© politea Nohleman, as the Marqueſs is“ J am ve- 
8 Ty much obliged to you, Madam, (replied he; look- 
ing earneſtly at her, as if he endeavoured to call her 
to Mind) * wiſh this Lady was of the- ſame Opi- 
nion.“ A man ſomewhat in Years, and Whſeem' d 
to be a Perſon of Diſtinction, came luckily to ſpeak 
to the Marqueſs, which gave me time to recover. 
I bluſhed at my on ſimple Behaviour, and this 
Reflection ſtung me to that Degree, at. [believe 
I ſhould have come off with fly ing Colours, if the 
Attack had been renewed ; hut undoubtedly | the. 
Courtier, who interrupted ro oppottunely”! this per- 
plexing Converſation, was of a Rank to put even 
Perſons of Quality under Conftraint as' ſoon as he 


appear'd.. F was not miſtaken; going out of the 


3 Chapel, Madame de Genewal told me, that the Per- 
ſon in Queſtion was in FE ayour, and twaß very 
body”s Buſineſs to, keep well with him. 
Surpriſe frequently hides Part of the Danger, 
but Reflection afterwards. magnifies it. L had no 
ſooner left my Father's Lover, but my Blood. was: 
chill'd at the Thanghts of my narrow Eſcape ; a 
thouſand Things came into my Mind, and occafion' d. 


ſuch a Conſternation, that I, neither heard nor ſays” 8 
any thing. Inſtead of going down the Stairs, as 1 


ought to have done, my Hurry of Thought carried 
me back to the Apartments: La Genewal, ignorant 
ef my Deſign, follow d me, and perceivirig that I 
made no Anſwer to. what he ſaid, thought I reſent- 


9 7. 
eee 3 


ed: 
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„ ſome.” Theſe Words drew me from Wy Pe. ad a. 


following her, was, vaſtly ſurprized to find how far 


ing to throw myſelf into the. firſt, without farther 
heard a Voice calling out, Run, and beg her to flay a 


ſtopped mine, ſaying that the ſame Nobleman 
Who had accoſted me in the Chapel, was coming 


ſion. How comes it I always meet the Father, 
and never the Son? his Preſence now would be ve- 


- plexity. Making this Reflection, the old Nn 
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ed the haughty manner in which ſhe had ſpoke to nee 
me; ſhe judg d proper to make ſome Atonement, n 
by abating of her proud Diſpoſition. This ſame = © 
Pride of hers. proved advantageous to me, in az fer y 
much as Experience let her ſee from time to time, pf the 
that Perſons of the firſt Quality ſhow'd me Refpeck: Ch 
ſhe was perſuaded, I muſt be much above the ord- 


nary Sort. Be that as it will, ſhe joined me, and beg | 
_ ſtopping me with great Politenefs, a{ſk*d if I was an- . 
gry with her, and if her Company was diſagreeable; N ©. 
adding, that “ ſhe had Reaſon to believe ſo, by my Mo 
« hurrying ſo faſt from her, which was taken No: a 


<« tice of, and look'd as if ſhe was trouble. 


verie; I aſſured her I was quite of a different led: 


Opinion from: what ſhe ſeemed to apprehend; Ia 
that ſhe did not do me Juſtice, . having Rea- ? fry 


ſons. for quitting the Caſtle, and going homie. . She 


replied, I. did not take the Way, and was go. I tow 


king 


ot a 1 


„ ing: quite wrong. I. begg'd her to lead, and, 


J had to go back before we reached the Coutts: I 4 Pg 
=P 


was offered blue Chairs, which always wait at the aded 


foot. of the Stairs, to carry me home: I'was go- 3 


otwith 
ppreſsꝰ 
nd I v 
nd bril! 
My e 


Thought than the Dread of being follow d, when [ 


Moment. Madame de Genewal, who heard theſe 
Words as well I, inſtead of going into her Chair, 


« down the great Stairs, accompanied by one of 
« his Pages, and that he aſk'd to ſpeak with me.“ 
My Fears redoubled ; O Heaven! cried I to my- 


ſeif, inſpire me what to do in this perilous Occa- M 
F P les, t! 


tory 18 


Z 9 5 ; : . p | , : 
ry ſerviceable, to extricate me from this fatal Per- lows. 
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joined me; I remained in the Chair, my Confu- 
Kon was ſo great, that I thought I certainly ap- 


peared to him exceſſively ill-bred. © I muſt not ſuf- 
fer you, Madam, (ſays he, without taking Notice 
ff the Confuſion I was in). to make uſe: of this 
Chair; here is mine, that ſhall carry you Home; 


you will be more at your Eaſe in it; and F muſt 


beg Leave to pay you my Reſpects after you have 

dined: I have not forgot the Regard you expreſsd 
for People of my Age, in the Converſation I had- 
with you in the Country, and I reflect on it with 


p 


Pleaſure.” Saying this, he preſented me his Hand 
o lead me to his Chair. It ſeem'd as if this Lord 
bad an Aſcendant over me, which could not be re- 
ited : However, I anſwer'd his Compliment, ** that 


was ſenſible of his Civilities, and ſhould be ve-- 
ry much honour'd by his Viſit. -” 13 ON 
The Chair went off at theſe Words. As J turn- 


d towards the Grate, I ſpied. the old Marqueſs» 


king with Madame de Genewal, which gave me 


ot a little Diſquiet, as I knew the Woman was. 


ery talkative. I imagined as I went thro* the- 


ourts, every one ſtopped to examine me; I con- 
uded it was on account of the Chair I was in, as 


he Arms were known: and to ſpeak the Truth, 
otwithſtanding the many Cares with which I was 
ppreſs'd, Self- Love was ſooth'd with its Chimeras, 

nd I was not ſorry to ſee myſelf in ſo pompous. 
nd brilliant an Equipage. | 


ame in, which I open'd in great Haſte, becauſe I 
new the Hand. Notwithftanding the late vexa- 
ous Incident, my Affection was not diminiſhed 
Ir the Perſon from whom it came; *twas from Sz; 
res, that unfortunate and tender Friend, whoſe - 


My Cook-Maid Barbara, ('tis the laſt Time of 
aling her by thisName)-deliver'd me a Letter as I 


1011 * is related in the fourth Part: She wrote as 
tal Per. . 5 | | | 
argneſ LE PT E R 


jo med 
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* Newer doubted, my dear Jenny, of your A eddi. 
on, or generous Sentiments; lovely Lindamine 
gave me Profs thereof the very firft Day ſbe arrived, , 
by .informing me with what Zeal you had engaged her 
2 ſerve me, and the Steps that had been already ta. 


7 

hen for making me eaſj. 1 durſft not flatter myſelf 5 
vith any good Succeſs from em; 1 thought all th Ty 
World had forgot me. What Tranſports did I nt wh 
feel, from the convincing Proofs that my Friend ar 7. 
my Lover were true! Yes, dear Jenny, your Ende Wi 70 | 
eours and Friendſbip triumph. I have received an 72 
Anfewer from conſtant Melicourt, he will be here /burt- i "ROW 
ly, to convince me his Pa/jion is unalterable. T fhoull Ml - © 
bawe æurote to you before, had I known your Adureſi 

but your Letter, avhich T have fuſt now receive, Mi 'S 
makes me ſnatch the Opportunity given me of acquaint: : 


ing you with the Satisfaction I enjoy. 1 know zu 


ſhare my Troubles and Pleaſure ; I will not fail, u 5 2 


give you @ full Account, as ſoon as Melicourt a. 
rives; as far as he is his own Maſter, he will not fail 
on what I ſhall ſay to him, to go and inform you what 
I have to fear or Hope. Imagine, dear Friend, what 


T ſuffer whilſt my Fate is in Suſpenſe : Alas ! I Hf bee 
to oaun it to you; but if I am fo unhappy as to Sy he 
ed to finiſh my Days in a Cbiſter, they will ſoon bt a Ples 
an End. Adieu, dear Friend ; ſhorten by your enaearyiff not 
ing Leiters the tedious Hours, ſpent in Care and In Ace 
patience; you know but too awell from Experience, lou « Yo 
horrible Uncertainty is, not to alleviate the Meigh Con fu 
zts 'Torments. Lindamine, who is now made of- 
' gaainted avith your History, and who loves you fincen % f 
Hy, dleſires the ſame Favour : ſhe has a great deal tery. 
good Senſe and Wit; every Body here lues her, a « . Vi 
reſpects her Virtue : convincing Proofs thereof appear ing ea{ 
in re/fing the Volonce of her Lover's Taj f Pave 
Marks. As dear as Beluſſ (06 


which he gave publick 


771. 1 


aas 10 her, 1 RY peer 4 Zim. Hou Inow Ber. 
a Hiſtory, . /he has, to af e; 5 Out y0u- EY 7 know, that, 
this raſh Lower Found. out Lindamine? s Retreat, and 
Af 2 hel a Moment after ſpe was got into the. Manaſtery,. 
damine , appeared, and committed numberlſo Extravagancies 
wrrived, i in o, der ta oblige his Miſtreſs to come out. 
2ged [va Be Rene of his Paſſion pleaded his Excuſe, and | 
eady 10. 3e 47 laft t fit. to: retire... The charming Pilgrim, 
r myſelf | could not help N moved at it, but. by her admira- 
all the ble Vocatian fe has formounted this. natural Weak- 
a I not rſs. How happy, He "is ! aof cannot I follow. ber 
end and Example? Once more Adieu, dear. Friend. S expect 
. E ada. % Hear from you, awith an | Impatience great as my 
ied an BY Afetion : that is ſaying a great deal, > for 'tis ee 
re ſport ved wing k. that 2 S 5 
1 Hool 5 ü ob RGA fed a Sa 1 * 1 A o E 5. 
Adareſs; J 


93 * {+ 28 5 


receives, WW I. bal 93 read dad when Coovat came 
acquaint Wh in: You never told me, Madam, (ſaid ſhe, look 
know zn ing very cunning). that you knew the Margue/s de 

. fail, . J I will make no Secret to you, that he was 
ourt 4, © an Admirer of mine before I was engag d: tho! 


1 not fai advanced in Vears, he was ſtill dangerous ; and 
you what * my, Mother. kept me from him With as; much Cau- 
nd, hall tion as if he had been a young Man. He has 
I been Juſt now putting me in Mind of, this, and 
ro be he ſeemed to recolleR_ theſe rifles with ſome 
ſoon be a © Pleaſure; but for all that, I was not ſo blind as 
{a 15 not to diſcern his aſking me Leave tot renew/ our 
an 


ain bs Acquaintance, is only a Pretence to Ain 7 
ence, “ vou banter ſure;, Madam, (replied I eat 


nt, J Confuſion); -I. do. bot know. the Perſon 5 9 5 Pea 

maar “ of Not kno him ! (cried Madame de Gene- 
as 4 a val, fixing her Eyes an. mel What ein fem Myſ⸗ 
at deal . ter 5 Hid not he. once meet you as he paſs d thro' 
5 her, a « Village “ That is true, (continued I, perceiv- 
f appear ing 2 by her Diſcourſe chat he had told her this 
Palſtn I Particular ; „ but, he might have acquainted you, 


as. Bel (continued I) 60 chat J had the Honour to ſee but 
* ut 


7 


(2214 : 
et but for a Moment.” Ay (faid ſhe) I know you 
« fainted, and he went away without knowing who 
you was, in ſpite of alt his Enquiries; and 


that ſame Curioſity not being then ſatisfied, is what 4 
has occaſioned the Diſcourſe we had together ner 
Das J. could anſwer his Queſtions but very im- 7 tri 


perfectly, I contented myſelf by aſſuring him, coul 
that as ſoon as he ſhould ſignify his Deſires to you = fort 
© on that Subject, he would be fully ſatisfied. had 
Dinner, which was then ſerving up, interrupted I fe; 


a Converſation that was very troubleſome to me. ſay 1 
Geneval, . who had. Company to dine with her, lov'd 
. would engage me to aſſiſt in doing the Honours of givin 
the Table; but I excuſed myfelf, under Pretence of weig 
a Pain in my Stomach, which was true enough. I BW not d 
was ſo overwhelm'd with the Rencontre I had had, ＋. 
and it caus'd ſuch difagreeable Reflections, and thoſe this! 
of ſuch Conſequence, that I was more than an was ; 
Hour dreaming over my Meat before Fcould eat a BW unive 
Mouthful. My good Aunt, who ſtood behind my Chai: 
Chair, and who preſs'd me ever ſince I ſat down to make 
employ the Time as I ought, aſtoniſhed to ſee me cloſe 
ſo diſtreſs'd, aſt'd me with all the Reſpe& ſhe'was engag 
capable of, if I could live without eating? To get W void 
rid of her Importunity, and in order to be left a. ¶ given 
lone, I complied, and forced myſelf to eat; after I my 1 
which T retired to my Cloſet, where calling to BM what 
Mind the fatal Meeting with the old Marqueſs, and I a 
all the Conſequences that might enſue, -I gave my. into a 
ſelf up to Sorrow and Tears: ' but* ſtruggling wit! quarte 
myſelf, - and expecting the Marque/s would ſoon be go on 
with me, and that if he ſurpris'd me in this Oondi- The 
tion, he would have Room for many Reflections; Margu 
fearing on the other hand that his Son was not yet made 
gone, and leſt he ſfiould come upon us whilſt hö mo ; 


Father was" with me, which would diſcdver all, I Home. 
Judged it Prudence to prevent all theſe Incidents; WW the mo 
for this Purpoſe, I thought myſelf obliged to ure again 
to my Lover, and appriſe him of all that h aſked f 
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pen'd to me, beſeeching him in the Name of all 
that was dear, to take me away, and not expoſe me 


, to the Danger of loſing him perhaps for ever. 


As ſoon as my Letter was finiſhed, I fell into a 


new Perplexity, how to get it deliver d. Who could 


im- 


I truſt ? I had no Choice but my ſimple Aunt ; I 


: could depend on her Fidelity; but ſhe was of that 
ſort of Character which.diſcovers itſelf at once; ſhe 
F had Wit in her Way, but her Ingenuity was what 
pred 
her, 


I fear'd. Theſe ſort of People, by endeavouring to 
ſay nothing, ſay all. She might be queſtioned, and 
lov'd to prate : to recommend Secrecy to her was 
| Zatic ak. After having 
weigh'd and examined this Deſign, I thought I could 


not do better than be my own Meſſenger. 


This being determined, I ordered a Chair; by 
this Means I avoided a great deal of Perplexity. I 
was ignorant where my Lover liv'd; but he was 
univerſally known, and I did not queſtion but my 
Chairmen could find his Lodging: I intended to 
make one of them deliver my Letter, and to keep 
cloſe all the while in my Chair. Another Reaſon 


| engaged me to go from Home, I was willing to a- 


void the (argue/5's Viſit, and gain Time, till Thad 


. given Notice to his Son, Who perhaps ſenſible of 


my Danger, might find Means to ſecure me from 
what I feared with ſo much Reaſon. _.. 
1am perſuaded there is nobody but enters at once 
into all theſe Things, and imagines that during this 
quarter of an Hour I was not very happy. Let us 
70 ON. | Fo 
p 'The Chairmen knew, as I imagined, where the 
Margueſs lived; as ſoon as I came to the Door, I 


made 'em ſtop, and ordered him who ſeem'd the 


moſt intelligent of the two, to aſk if he was at 
Home. I was in ſuch an Agitation, that 1 forgot 


the moſt important Precaution : the Man appeared 
again very ſoon, and told me, that the Perſon I 
Alked for was at Table, that they were gone to ac- 


quaint 


Ct err 


- — 2 5 5 = 
WA — — W ˙* . —⁰*Ü⁰³ U en a ae 5 


a 


quaint him, that 1 ſhould have an Anſwer in ; 
Moment. I had no Intention to ſpeak with him in MM 
ſuſpected a lace, where we could be ſo overlookes; | was t. 
a number of Footmen were paſling backwards and Stupi. 


Ines die was fol 8 oe from 41. 0 hong 
Net to ſol 


W wicke 
the E, 


N the Pals ae C Aa 1 in ble 4 gueſs, 


lhe 1 


Place, appeared. My Dreſs, was undoubtedly che ). 
"Reaſon he did not know me again; he drew near, Wl mitſin, 
at Tab 


and told me that the Warqueſs, hearing 4 Lady 
ald to ſpeak to him, deſired me to go into his 00 aer 
j : ſet, and that” he would imtaediately \ wait on me. 1 eig 

cannot (replied, charm'd with being fo happy u . 
meet this Man) but dear Dubois, fad J, give hin knen, 
this Letter, and tell him ——=—© Ah Mis made 


c Feuny / (aid he knowing me again cc what"; me de 
cc your Deſign? to what do you e Was 
I wa have you, a Mind to be ruin'd ? ? My Maſter #5" at © and 
ag Paris, and if it be him ydu waht, 38 J. doubt ori 
„ not but it is, they have macle a Niſtake NY e 
* Father is here, all is diſcovered if yu appear.” any A 
Heavens! (cried I) hat do y tell me? furely, ! had fo 
never defign'd my Letter for him.” * Fly they let doy 

[ ſaid Dabors) © our old Maſter will be here preſent Noble 
« ly,he is too much an humble Servant of the Ladis but he 
<* to make 'em wait, They told him you was hand. wy f 
E cc 


" {che and I tremble feſt he comes before your 

IE Chairman, who is miſling, be found.“ Fat! 
EMC People judge of the Conſternation into 00 At this 
x "halo Words threw me. I bid the Chairman, that a Mur 


remained with me, to open the Door, chooſing a. U 
ther to return on Foot than rick fach an Interview: mes 
1 But the Obſtinacy of this Fellow in ſearching after retired 
his Parmet, was the Cauſe why I had it net in m . 0 
Fos wer to Terire when he wag come " you « 
"A Fage, "who had“ been ein 0 Hot the fort : 12 

1 WA: 


© Parlour, and been me Peak to, uo, and Who fan 
8 dle 


* 


"Te 75>] 


t Is J the Letter J had juſt deliver'd, regaled his Mafter 


in with the Diſcoveries he had made: Ihe Cm pany 
why was then bantering him upon his good Fortune; the 
4 4 W Stupidity of the Man that carried my Meſſage, who 
Vir. WY chought he had done finely in adding that I came 
dig Eo ſollicit his Intereſt, cccaſion'd their Rallery; this 


1 8 che Epitheij came flyly, and inform'd the i old Mar- 
nothe 7%, that tired with waiting, 1 was juſt going a- 
ly the way, and but for one of the Chairmen that was 
nen ming, I had been gone before. One of the Lords 
Lad Table with him cried out, Ah ! this is too cruel : 
8 FIT after which he ran out, and was followed by ſeven 
me. or eight other young Perſons, who came Juſt as they 


po were taking me away. One of them, whom I 
1 knew eto be the Due of ——, him that Genewal 


* made me take Notice of at the Canal, bid "em ſet 
hat: me down, and coming to my Chair, told me © I 
Mol: WY Vas going to haye an Audience of the Margueſs, 
To i and that in his Name he aſk'd a thouſand Pardons 
Joo for making me wait.? Pierced to the Heart at this 


* 


any Anſwer, but in vain ; the RPE HY Men 


3 hi 


mi had for the N oblemen that ſurrounde me, made em 
chen, bet down the Chair and open the Door. The youn 
gen. Nobleman who ſpoke to me, preſented his Hand; 


Frith but he no ſooner ſaw my Face, than turning to the 
hand- 
vo ... 
al At this they all drew near, and examined me with 
da Murmur that flattered my Charms, but redoubled 


Om comes the old Margueſs, who knowing me again, 
ate retired two Steps With an Air of oy: © Al Fis't 
in my * you Madam ? (cried he) Good. God ! why have 
5 * you done me the Honour to prevent me? I am 
e en aner) at myſelf not to have haften d a Vit, 
bn s bound to make,” As he {poke theſe Words 


he 
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he took me out of my Chair very politely, ami 
= ceal 
his! 


followed him with a Trouble that may be well im 
gined. 


was accompanied by all thoſe that were vin 
vent 


The We 
| OMPpa 


the Marquefs.; and T heard one among them ſayt 


the Nobleman that ſpoke to me firſt, © this is tf 
'© Perſon, I'll engage, of whom you talk'd ſo mu 
and at whoſe Houſe you were refuſed AdmittaneſMW . : 
Wels o 
Mould 
Worm. 1: 


Lou had reaſon toextoll her Beauty.” This Diſcouit 


confirm'd me in what Genewal had ſaid the Nigi 


before, and taught me at the ſame time how mud 
one may depend on the Diſcretion of young Peopl; 
» Crofling the Antichamber, I fpied Dubois, wh 
placed himſelf in my Way, and dextrouſly put li 
Finger on his Mouth, as much as to ſay, be ca 
tious, and confeſs nothing. I underſtood extreme) 
well what he meant by this, and methought it in 
ſpired me with Prudence, As ſoon as I was | 
down, addreſſing myſelf to the old Margueſs, al 
affecting an Air of the greateſt Sincerity: If I hal 
* known ſooner, my Lord, (ſaid I) who you were, 
*© ſhould not have omitted coming to thank you far 
the Regard you ſhew'd me when we met by chance 
© in the Village. Madame we Genewal inform'd me 
© this Morning of theſe Particulars, and that you 
« had carried your Goodneſs ſo far, as to have de- 


e ſign'd ſending a Phyſician to my Aſſiſtance.” I. 


is true, Madam (replied the Margue/ſ5 ;) but ca 
© one do too much for one ſo accompliſh'd ? I make 
you Judges, Gentlemen, (ſaid he ſpeaking to the 
Company ;) © can one regret any Pains ſo well em 
_ © ploy'd?? The Noblemen all ſaid the politeſt thing 

imaginable on this Occaſion, and I thought I di 


not return them very ill. The Duke of ase 
me very earneſtly, if he might be ſo happy as to be 
ſerviceable to me at Court? I framed my Anſwer 
upon the Story invented by Sz. Fal, and ſaid, ©! 
c did not doubt but I ſhould want Ad vocates in the 


« Afﬀair which brought me thither ; that my de 
| «6 ceaſel 


« for 2 
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N. Wc ceaſed Huſband had dene good Service, and ſpent 
my & his Fortune in it; that I aſked, as a Conſideration 
re for all this, a Penſion to maintain me in a Con- 
re ml vent, where I was reſolved to end my Days.” At 
Ine Word Convent, the old Marqueſs and the whole 


Company exclaimed ; they ſaid one and all, that 


1 ſay 
is 15 tu 


* E hey ſincerely offered me their Intereſt for the Su- 


Pes of my Suit; but, on Condition the laſt Article 
Mould not be mention'd in my Petition but for 
Worm ſake, adding all that young People could ſay 
bn ſuch an Occaſion to a Woman that is not fright- 
Fil. I came off pretty well in this Converſation, 

Ind was lucky enough not to be examin'd about the 
degiment in which my pretended Huſband had ſetv- 
d; this would have gravel'd me, had it happend, 
s it might naturally enough. Sr. Ful had not in- 
ructed me on that Head; twas very excuſable in 

im, and we had neither of us much Reaſon to 
oreſee our ever being in ſuch perplexing Circum- 
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| | * v2. $2" Bw 3. 
| was got up to take Leave of the old Margueſs,"i 
pho had eyed me during the whole 'Fime of my 
'ifit, when he came to me, and deſire l me to ſtax 
Moment longer: May I, Madam, p opoſe a lit- 


tle Diverſion to you? ſaid he. There is a Play to 
in Vogue, called phigenia, : J am ſure: it will a- 


muſe you; the Character is tender and well 


wrought: it pleaſes all the World, and I make no 
Doubt but it will have the ſame Effect with you.“ 
thought J had a good Excuſe, by my being then 
the State of Widowhood; but Peoplein the great * 
Vorld are very apt to ſuſpe& Excuſes of that tort. 
Oh ! as to that, Madam (ſays the young Dule) that 
Pretence won't paſs ; bas. the Time allotted 
tor Mourning is out: It is preſum'd you are not 
known, and even ſuppoſe you were, we live in a 
Court, it is not amiſs to appear there, and let it 
be known how deſerving you are.. That is a © 
Vo“. II. 1 -  n_ 


Night, you have not perhaps ſeen, a Piece much 
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very proper Reaſon,” added a young Perſon whe God, 
had not yet ſpoke; and I take upon me to ac. party 
«© quaint the World, that a Widow fo diſtinguiſſd 


it oug 
«© Qughr not to be reſuſed: I declare myſelf from = f 
this Moment the Sollicitar | of her Penſion.“ Que 
* You ſee, Madam, (ſaid the Mergue/s ſmiling) this thel 
alows of no Reply, I do not in the leaſt doubt ML Fam 
but the Dake, knowing him as I do, will keep i. the 


dis Promiſe. Do not heſitate to charge him with 
your Affair, he is exceeding lucky in every thing 
6 -he undertakes.” ii Wet e ee 
The Duke of , flattered by this Diſcourſe, in 
vrder to give me a compleat Opinion of his Intereſt; 
loudly proteſted, that “ if in three Days my Fen- 
fon was not granted, if I would be directed by 
him, he would ſubmit to any thing that ſhould 
be impoſed on him, and never more appear in 
„ my Sight; a Puniſhment, in his Opinion, beyond 
4 all Torments.“ ei 

The ſerious Manner / in which this was ſpoke, 
made the whole Company laugh. For my Par, 
ſearing leſt a longer Scene might clear up who it 
was, I roſe a ſecond Time to go, repreſenting for 
a Pretence, that twould be indecent for me to appear 
alone dt the Theatre, or conducted thither by a 
Nan. I foreſaw this ObjeQion, {replied the old 
Marqueſs, replacing me with great Reſpect in my 
Chair ;} © you faw me give Orders, I have ſent for 
* the Lady you live with; I have ſent my Chair 
for her, and I doubt not but ſhe will be here pre 
ſently: I know her, and am ſure ſhe will be 6 
verjoyed at the Honour of accompanying you- Dube; 
But in caſe ſhe fails us, III give you an agrees. ir that 
* ble Companion; and thus, Madam (continued the rere Rep 
Margae/s) all Difficulties are removed, and ever} MW... 
© thing conſpires towards your ſeeing Iphigenia. ef Afton 
What could one anſwer to ſuch preſſing ee foe tw 
lire Sollicitations ? Courtiers are not eaſily refuleM Eging 
partieularly by Women. I recommended * niling 
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od, and his divine Protection: I had no other 
0 Party to take; tis generally our laſt Reſource, tho? 
"WS: ought to be the firſt, as the moſt ſolid and aſſured. 
| This being refolved (cried the Margnejs) © 'the 
WW Queſtion is, who muſt introduce theſe Ladies to 
cke Play; for my part, {Continued he) beſides that 
I am teo old; and ſniould acquit myſelf very ill of 
the Employment, my being in waiting prevents 
me. All that were preſent offer d themſelves; 
hut the Duke of — was the privileged- Man, 
bn account ef his Quality without doubt. The 
larqueſs added, that he would provide us with 
places, and would ſend to the Faempt on Guard“ 
e ſaid with a Smile, that he would enipioy! 
Dubois as a worthy Agent of his Son's, and very 
intelligent in the Service of the Ladies.* Had the 
larque/s tarn'd his Eyes towards me at that Time, 
he would have difeover'd I was affected with what 
e ſaid ; but happily he did net then examine me.” 
As for the Noblemen that' ſurrounded me, they 
doubtleſs attributed to my Baſhfulneſs the Diſorder: 
that appeared in my Face; their Flattery was ſfuf- 
cient to make it probable, and the little Confuſion! 
of which they imagined themſelves the Authors, 
did not make againſt me. I have ſince learn'd, that 
a new Beauty was not thought odious in thoſe Parts. 
But enough of that. A Woman may be pardoned: 
for knowing a great many things, but ſhe is not 
e d to expatiate upon them. Diſpuiſe is ſo much 
the Faſhion, People are ſeandalized the Minute we 
ay it aſide. ee TUE ee | 
Dubois, who had been called, appear'd with an 
Air that betray'd his Surprize, apprehending a ſe- 
rere Reprimand, but he recovered: at the Orders he 
received ; he hearken'd to the Marqueſs with a ſhare 
of Aftoniſhment;” and made him repeat the Meſ- 
age twice over, he was fo frighten'd. Notwith- 
landing the Agitation I was in, I could not help 
miling to myſelf at his Perplexity. The Arrival of 
| D 2 | Madame 
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Madame de Cencwal, in whoſe Looks I could read: 


ſecret Joy, help'd to keep me in Countenance ; for Upon 
altho' I was flattered with being made for the ſage, 
World, I was not in my proper Element; the Com. ¶ conſid: 


fort I had for my, Want of Experience was, that In 
my Friend ſeemed more at a . Loſs. than I; for a the old 
Woman that piqued herſelf on knowing the Court, right. 
I did not find her Behaviour ſuitable to the Compa- thing t 
ny ſhe was in. That Volubility of Speech, I had What h 
obſerved in her, made me think at firſt that ſhe When 
alone would be a Match for the whole Company; I ment 
but I have found from Experience, that many of of diſeac 
fhoſe who appear to have the moſt Wit among Peo- me, w: 
ple of their own Sphere, are the moſt puzzled when Npaſſed; 
among their Betters. Madame de Genewal continu- Nis Ref 
ally loſt the Thread of her Diſcourſe : ſhe Loraſbipd Ine out, 

every one who did her the Honour to addreſs them. Ming Tra 
ſelves to her; like a Tennis- Ball on a Racket, in the hid ſect 
eaſy Chair plac'd for her, ſne was no ſooner fat WI Prepe 


down in it, but at each Word ſpoke to her ſhe {Facility 
bounded up, and a Courteſy. enſued. I could not for- pos d; 
bear ſmiling ſeveral times at this exceſſive good Nenience 


Over m 


Breeding ; but I thought I ſhould have laugh'd out 


when one of the Company expreſs'd ſome Gallantry ¶ Conſequ 
on the Subject of her Beauty; this Flattery ſoften'd Wetray'd 
her Looks into a ſtudied Smile of Sweetneſs, deſign'd H Croud 
to convince how very ſenſible ſhe was of the Favour; Wt once, 
and her Body, as if it had been upon Springs at ho was 
the ſame Inſtant, by a Motion that kept I ime ost Thin 
with her Head and Shoulders, put her Neck on the You « 
Rack to hold itſelf higher. | „ 4; 187. out of 
This is a ſmall Sketch of what Self-Love can do, Wu'd my 

and at the ſame time a Sample of our Charity. Mrbuted t 
We Women ſhew each other no Mercy, and to ys. 
conclude this Article with a Proof of my Sincerity, {Which w: 

I muſt own, nothing in theſe Memoirs has given me ne, and 
ſo much Pleaſure as this little Piece of Satire. Nryſelf at 
Where is the Harm in confeſſing the Truth? I FT he 
Heart 


with others may not be guilty of the ſame 55 
EDD Upon 
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r Upon Reflexion I was inclined to ſuppreſs this Paſ- 
r the Wage, but then my Motive was Pride, ſo that, all 
Com- conſider'd, I leave things as they are. | 
that In the mean time, the Attention with which 
for a the old Margue/s examin'd me, renew'd my former 
rrights, and made me judge he was contriving ſome- 


ching that regarded me. This brought to my Mind 


I had what he had ſaid as he went out of my Chamber, 
at ſhe when I feign'd to continue in my fainting Fit, as 


I mention'd in the ſixth Part, that he had means 
of diſcovering æoh Twas. But what chiefly terrified 
me, was his remaining ſilent as to what had then 
paſſed; and when I compared his Politeneſs with 


1tinu-, Nis Reſervedneſs, after taking ſo much Pains to ſind 
/ip'd me out, I could not help concluding from his feem- 
them- ing Tranquility, that he ated the Politician, and 
in the Had ſecret Motives for his Behaviour. 


Prepoſſeſs'd with theſe Reflexions, I repented my 
acility in accepting of the Party of Pleaſure pro- 
pos' d; was not it poſſible that a hundred Incon- 


good reniences might enſue ? I apprehended them; my 
d out Lover might come; what would have been the 
lantry MWConſequence ? would not our mutual Confuſion have 
ften d Hpetray'd me, or given room for former Suſpicions ? 


\ Croud of ſuch like Apprehenſions ſeiz d my Mind 
at once, I grew pale, and the Duke. of , 
ho was near, and miſs d no Opportunity of ſaying 
oft Things to me, was not the laſt in perceiving it : 
' You change Colour, Madame, (ſaid he) are you 
out of Order? you ſeem to be fainting.” I ex- 


m do, Ned myſelf in the beſt Manner I could, and I at- 
arity. ributed the Alteration he obſery'd to a new pair of 
id to. tays. The old Margye/s, who heard my Anſwer, 
-erity, hich was natural enough to gain Credit, came to 
en me re, and in an obliging Manner begg'd me to think 
atire. yſelf at Home, and thereupon called for a Dram, 
Iich he aſſured me was exquiſite for comfortind 
Fault. Wis Heart, 


* 


5 H D 3 Gene- 


Aſſutance given me, offer d to unlace me; all te 


time made me appear to be better, altho” it was in 


* with ſo many Charms it is not poſſible but yo 
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Goneval, who zudg' d. ſhe ought to ſhare i in the i 


young Sparks applauded this Motion, and rey 
about me with Eyes that betray'd their Motive. 
retuſed to ſuffer it with a Bluſh, which at the ſame 


reality the Effects of common Modeſty. ; but my 
Reſolution determin'd it, and they deſiſted. 8 
true it is, that Men are no farther eee than 
they are encourag'd.. : 

The Dram being come, the old. Marqueſs pr. 
ſented it himſelf: I thought proper to take {one 
out of Policy. In effect it recovered me, and | 
found myſelf perfectly well as uſual : but are il norte: 
the Cordials in the World capable of curing an u. doubt 


duiet Mind? neithe 
Bubois, who had been to beſpealk laces: fin but he 
the 'Margue/s, return'd, and gave an Account off. of Sel 
his. Commiſion; He brought Word that the Fray thing 
order d two to be kept for us; but that he FS: We 
us at the ſame Time to come early, on account d proact 
the Number of People he was to provide wick Placa I I to h. 
Upon this the Margueſi preſented me his Hand, an Von 
led me to his Chair; the Duke of ——— walk © fro: 
on one Side of me, and Madame de Genewad, wh Nas 
whom a Count gave his Hand, follow'd. - We wall © fay- 
very flow : the old Marguef* Lid to me ſoftly, V0 s gine 

© will make many Conqueſte, Madam, I am ſure ſhou 
but however flatter ing they may be, you triumpl Maft 

* over a Heart, which places your Charms in f him b. 

* ſtrongeſt Light.. expected, my Lord, (e my St 
lied I) ** theſe Compliments, not becauſe I mei che old 
them, but as they naturally come from a Perloyiſ enougf 
of your Turn; with this Diſpoſition I hear thenſ ent A 
% without the leaſt Vanity on my Side.“ Wo my 1 
to God, (faid the Margueſs, with a - Look fi - nw 

_ from ſuitable to his n that all the Vows ad ; Fathe 
* dreſs'd to you make no greater Impreſſion ! bully 5 2 
party 


6 mul 


[ 33 |] 
E « muſt have a compaſſionate- Heart; tis a Point'I 
beg Leave to diſcuſs with you after the Play; I 
have a great deal to ſay to you upon the Subject, 
and muſt own you make me uneaſy on more Ac- 
counts than une. Tat EL eee 
The Diſcourſe broke off there, and I was not a 
little perplex'd ; we were at the Door of his Apart- 
ment, which put an End to it. I got into the Chair 
that was defign'd for me, it was the young Mar- 
queſs"s, as I ſoon learn'd, and as it was the fineſt, 
they aſſign'd it to me. Madame de Geneval went 
into that of the Father, which was ornamented in a 
manner agreeable to his Age : the ſeem'd ſo tranſ-. 
ported with the Honours ſhewn her, which ſhe un- 
8 doubtedly thought due to her Merit, that ſhe could 
neither ſee nor hear, nor was ſenſible of any thing 
but her on dear Self. Whilſt we are in the Arms 
of Self- Love, we have very little Regard for ary 
din l e OY 
We were ſearce got out of Sight, but Dubois ap- 
proach'd my Chair : In the Name of God, (ſaid 
I to him as Toon as I ſaw him) tell me where 
% your Maſter is, and how I may extricate myſelf 
% from all the Difficulties I ſee round me.” Faith, 
© Mademoiſelle, (replied he) I know not what to 
* ſay to it: I am ſo aftoniſh'd, that I cannot ima- 
* gine how theſe Things could happen, or why you 
* ſhov!d throw yourſelf into the Toils of our crafty 
* Maſter. Here I interrapted Dubois, and I told 
him by what Accident it came to paſs : He heard 
my Story out, and agreed, that fer meeting with 
the old Marques at Maſs, my Behaviour was natural 
enough, and that neither himſelf nor I could pre- 
vent Accidents. 'Upon this he told me, that both 
my Lover and Sr. Ful were at Paris; that it was 
' impoſſible for Sr. Fel to acquaint me that his 
Father did not come there, he not having changed 
his Reſolution till a Moment before his Son's De- 
* parture ; and that Forſan, his Gentleman, a Per- 
D 4 e © 
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© ſoh entirely attach'd to the Father, accompaniel 


© him in the Journey, and that he durſt attempt 
* nothing, neither to write to me, nor any other 


* Step, fearing leſt he ſhould be examin'd, whic | 


would infallibly have happen'd.* 
Dubois and I both concluded from all theſe Pre. 
cautions, that the old Margue/ſs knew me better 
than I thought for, or at leaſt had a Suſpicion d 
me, and that the Journey was one of his Stratageny 
to clear up the Myſtery. ** But, good God, (criel 
J, fearing what might happen) dear Dubois, what 
© Method can I take?” Could you not, when! 
* come from thePlay, get me a Poſt-Chaiſe to make 
«< myEſcape ?”' By no Means (replied this truftySer. 
« vant) © you may eaſily think, that if ourConjeQurs 
are well grounded, as there is no Room to doubt 
there are Perſons who watch you. Heaven keep u 
* from any Attempt of that Sort ! I have thought 
2 Contrivance which will have a much better Et: 
© fet.'— The Minute he was going to tell it me, yr 
found ourſelves at the Play-Houſe Door: A numbe 
of Chairs and a great Crowd interrupted our Conver 
ation. Dubois quitted me, ſaying, © Be eaſy, and car 


* thous of what you ſay to the old Margne/+ ; diſſemble 


Aud don't trouble yourſelf about the reſt, I am goin! 
to Paris.” He added ſomething more as he retir' d 
but the Dale of, who was got into the Play: 


ouſe by the Stage Door, and was ready to recent 


e, hinder'd my hearing it: A cruel Diſappoint 
ment; my Lover was in-Queſtion, and that is g 
nerally a very intereſting Article. 

I had-no. Room to doubt, ſome Moments afte 
I was placed, but that the young Duke was tht 
\ Perſon. Who at the firft Sight had been - ſo.complal 
ſant as to be dazzled with my yauthful Charms l i 
told me as much, as likewiſe the Viſit he had mad: 
me, and renewed his Acquaintance with Madan 
1 ue Genewval, to whom he Was very Cour teous,” ſe 
cretly aiming; no doubt, to get her of his. Side, i 
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was enchanting, and the Impreſſion it | 
great, that it took up my Mind, and baniſn'd all 

ny Cares. Such is the Way of Thinking with us 
Women, new Objects ſeize, engage, and make us 


ats afte 
was. tht 


tentvely a mighty pretty Woman, he 
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W order to have Acceſs to me, or to oblige me, be- 
lieving her more agreeable to me than ſhe really was. 
which 
over the Objects that ſurrounded me a Proſpect 


Whilſt he was making his Court, my Eyes ran 


de was ſo. 


vary; the moſt ſolid and faithful of us all, is ſhe, 
that returns ofteneſt to the favourite Object. | 

This Sight hambled my Vanity ; till that Time 
I look*d on myſelf as the compleateſt and prettieſt 
Woman in the World; I could not help flattermg 
myſelf that I had but few Equals ; however I re- 
covered with a Sigh from theſe two Errors. The 
firſt thing that ſtruck me, as I eaſt my Eyes towards 
the Boxes, was the Magnificence and Taſte which 
ſhined there; I then turned my Eyes on myſelf, in . 
order to draw a Parallel betwixt thoſe Ladies and 
me: What Diſparity! Beſides my Beauty, I thought 
I had a natural Air, but I diſcoyer'd a Stiffneſs in 
myſelf; there, if Art ſupplied the Place of Beauty, 
their eaſy Behaviour gave it ſuch Charms, that 1 
did not know myſelf. Though I diſapprov'd of the 
Red with which their Faces were vermillion'd, I 
ſecretly own d it was of great Advantage; and I 
inſtantly called to mind my having on a certain 
Time made Tryal of it myſelf, and the Afﬀoniſh- 
ment it occaſion'd at my being ſo different from 
what I was before. I judg d from thence, that 
twas no great Crime to indulge ſuch harmleſs Sa- 
tisfactions, and that if one's Happineſs confiſts in 
being ſatisfied with offe's ſelf, it is not ſurprizing 
that People give into Practices which procure it. 

The Duke of „ who had finiſh'd his po- 
litik Converſation with Madame de Gena val, came 
back to me, and interrupted my Reflexions by his 
loft Expreſſions: but ſeeing me conſider very at- 
aſk'd my 


Rs 
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Centiments of her : I think her very charming 


 (fard J) * her chearful Countenance pleaſes me be. 


** yond Expreſſion.“ © 1 am infinitely taken {replied 
he) with this frank and natural Decifion ; there 
are few Women who do Juſtice to their own Sex, 

particularly when — you! in their Favour, 
che we talk of, reſembles you in this Reſpe& ; 
* her Turn of Mind is excellent, and her Hiſtory 
very remarkable: if I thought the King would 
give me time enough, I would relate it to oa 
and I am perſuaded you would thank me.“ 
ing always had a ſtrong Inclination for ſecret Hil. 
tory, my Anſwer was, ** he would dome aſenlible 
«« Pleature.” He was juſt beginning, but' that 
Inſtant every body riſing up, inform'd us of the 
King's Coming. The Duke being obliged to do 
like the reſt, he ſaid, © that if I would favour him 
ſo far, he would wait on me to give this Account, 
* and hoped to have that Honour the next Day. 

I fearce heard theſe Words; T was taken up with 
the King's Preſence to ſuch a Degree, that J remain. 
ed the only one ſtanding, altho* every body was 
ſeated, which made me taken Notice of with ſome 
Smiles ; even the Name of Country Gentlewoman 
reach'd my Ears, and I took my Seat with a Bluſh, 
which puniſh'd me more Ways than one, for the 
little Uneaſmefs my Vanity had cauſed. As great 
a Pleaſure as it is to be new, one hates to ſhew it by 
any thing in our Behaviour. 

had never.ſeen a Play, ſo that tis ally to be 


imagin*d how attentive T was ; I even melted'into 


Fears, and was more Zphigenia than Iphigenia her- 
ſelf. Whatever bears a Reſemblance to the Sen- 
timents of one's Heart, and affects it, cauſes Emoti- 


Ons, and recalls the Obj ect of one's Affections. 1 


found myſelf moved, choughtful, anxious, 3. the ea 
of the Marqueſs made deep Impreſſions i in, thoſe Paſ: 
ſages where the Lover complain'd of the Rigour. of 
bis Deſtiny; methought he deſery'd ; a milder Lat, 
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_—_ in one Word, I was taken ill, I could ſcarce fetch 
ple my Breath. The Dae, more inur'd, or leſs at- 


tentive, could not help ſmiling at the Sincerity of 


on | my Sorrow : © How happy is that Lover {ſays he to 
der, me in another of the Act) © in thoſe precious Tears 
N « he cauſes you to ſhed ! but a thouſand Times more 


— fortunate will he be, who ſhall pleaſe on a more 
07 real Occaſion.” Good God, my Lord, (re- 
| plied J, aſham'd of my Tears, which I ſtrove in 
Thar | vain to hide) * you are very cruel to be diverted 
= b with my Tenderneſs; great Reſolution is requi- 
t tun © ſite to reſiſt the Motions of the Soul, and you 
* plainly ſhow thereby your own Inſenſibility.“ 
t tha , Ah! what do you fay, Madam ? (replied he) 


7 ie WY and upon what do you. ground that Suſpicion ? 
o %, Why, is it not evident? (ſaid I, vexed to have 
# him given Room for this Diſcourſe) J am not the only 
Wag „one who ſeem to be touch'd at this fine Scene: 
5 my Tears are excuſable; but you, my Lord, who 
: of very far from being mov'd, ſeem to brave Com- 
* «« paſſion, don't you diſcover that tis none of your 


c © favourite Virtue, and that you was born with a 
| ome BY © hard Heart? * Much leſs than you imagine (re- 


1585 turn'd the Duke) e witneſs thoſe fine Eyes of yours in 
Me my Behalf ; I can eaſily confute your Reproach. 
15 a * ſince all that belongs not to you, at preſent is in- 


SS different to me. Yes, charming Creature, if H 
7 Jt by genia ſhould be a hundred times more charming 


FROM and lovely, ſhe could never make any Impreſſion 
A int on my Sentiments: You reign. alone without a 
4 bona Rival, and I think nothing lovely beſides yourſelf. 


This Declaration appear'd fo lively and open, 
tat I thought proper to be filent : The Play ena 
83 bled me the better to obſerve this Conduct; it 
8 engaged me ſo cloſely, that 1 foon forgot what 


$59 had paſy'd.; 1 intereſted myſelf more and more in i 
Are the Diſtreſſes of the Heroine, and it was over When [i 
295. Lexpected another Act would follow ; ſo deep and | 


tender Effect it had on me. 
D 6 The 
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have been obliged either out of good Manners, or 


which I little expected, eas d me of my Fears; an 
£xempt (whom I knew to be ſuch by his Staff) ad- 


this threw me into a freſh Perplexity. 


( 88 ] 


The Duke of ——,who ſeem'd enamoured with Wing e 
my ſlender Charms, would have reſumed the Dif. Miref' 
courſe : I began to be at a Loſs in anſwering him, Wknow 
nor did I well know on what Pitch to frame my all thi 

_ Diſcourſe. When one has given one's ſelf out for for 1 
Somebody, and yet thro' a Sincerity of Heart dif. Wtented 


dains to aſſume a haughty Air, that Face of Brak {Worry 


is wanting which Impoſtors eaſily attains If I had Th 


really been the Counteſs des Roches, I ſhould have gin th 
known very well how to banter the Dake on his {Whpear'd 
being ſo ſweet ; but when I reflected upon what 1 was: 
was, by taking upon me, I ran a Riſk of being Nverted 
one Day or other ridicuPd for my Affectation; | {MWueſti 
found myſelf under an Incertitude, whick laid Re. Mupon r 
ſtraint on my very Expreſſions. or Per 
Happily the King's Preſence eccafion'd ſuch an Mpolite t 
Awe, that my Praiſes were uttered ſo low, that WI won' 
they could not be overheard ; nevertheleſs, I ſhould Mand as 
this Di 
leaſt I 
us all 
panied 1 
vanced towards the Duke, and told him the King I was 
commanded him to his Box: he immediately rofe, Wand har 
and appear'd concern'd at this ill-timed Order; at turned 
leaft his Looks fignified as much. I turned my when lo 
Eyes towards the King, he ſeem'd to conſider me, 1 
e raiſe 


How weak we Women are ! How juſtly do they NOK da 


Vanity to return an Anſwer z but an Accident, 


tax us with Self- Love] How many Conjectures did pected A 


I draw from this Regard ! Had I ſtrictly examin d Much I 
myſelf, I might have diſcover'd a Belief that the Hour an 
Monarch thought me handſome, and that the Meſ-F{vo pe: 

e related to me. But this Vanity Was ſoon latter! 
puniſh'd, the Dake preſently return'd ; tis true, he this i 
flatter d me with a Compliment upon the Enquiry" here 
the Prince made after me, but upon the whole 1 get o 
found I was but the fecond Cauſe of the King'sWnance t 
enquiring who I was; he had ſeen the nt talk - 
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| with ing earneſtly to me. I was handſome and well 
xe Dil. W refs d, but unknown to him, and he had a Mind to 
him, M know who I was ; that is the Matter of Fact; and, 
ne my all things conſider'd, I found there was no Grounds 


ut for for my firft Thoughts: However, I was con- 
rt dif. tented with the Reverſe of Self-Love, and not 
F Brak {Worry to have been miſtaken. | 

I had The Play was over, and they were going to be- 
| have gin the Entertainment, when the old Marqueſs ap- 
on his {Wpecar'd at the Box joining to the Place where I 
hat I was: he bowed, and aſk'd me if I had been di- 
being Nverted ? Altho' I anſwer' d properly enough to this 
on; I Cueſtion, part of the Company turned their Eyes 


upon me, either on account of my Pronunciation, 
or Perſon. I ſtood it however, as well as all the 
polite things the young Duke perſiſted to ſay to me; 
I won't diſguiſe the Truth, I have ſaid it before, 
and as a farther Proof, I own ſincerely, that rh 

this Diſcourſe cauſed no Emotions in my Heart, at 


ers, or 

cident, Nleaſt I hearkened to it with Pleaſure. The wiſeſt of 
rs; an Mus all are not inſenſible to Flattery, when accom- 
ff) ad- Npanied with Taſte and Delicacy. | | 


and harder to be deſcrib'd'; my Eyes involuntarily 
turned upon the Duke who was talking to me, 
when looking off him, I ſaw the young Margne/5 
leaning towards us, who ſeem'd to overhear us; 
te raiſed himſelf up as ſoon as I ſaw him, and 
book d another Way: I was ſo ftruck at his unex- 
peed Appearance, and fo ſenſible of the Scorn 
which I thought he expreſſed, that I chang'd Co- 
our and found myſelf ill. My new Admirer, 
who perceived it, haſtily aſk'd me what was the 
Matter? I am ſubje& (replied J) to Giddineſe, 
W this is a Fit of it, and if 1 remain any longer 
here J ſhall faint away. All which I told him 
0 get out, not knowing any longer what Cpun- 
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Iwas then in a ſort of State, ſcaree perceptible, 
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The Dale of ſeem'd diſturbed at Us! Neaſy, | 
It is never the Cuſtom, where the King is, given 
o out before he does, when it occaſions any Stir J in 
1 the. Dale found me ſo much altered, thy and wr 
he thought fit to venture; he made Signs to ty cre:ſed 
Exempt who had ſeated me, and when he was neu eoming 


enough to be heard, in a low Voice he told hin! is, an 
was ill, and to give a greater Weight to the De er my 
fire he had of ſerving me, he added, that ther Jible in 
were Reaſons for it. This made me blufh, au et rid 
I heard People talk round me, which augment and V2 
ed my Confuſion: However, the Exempt preſented i0'uti0" 
me his Hand, and I went out follow'd by Ge MW? m/ 
wal, who murmured greatly at my frequent Indi. fer 8, 
poſitions, and who was much mortified not to ſe e 8 
nour O 


the Entertainment: For notwithſtanding her Pride, 


and hervaluing herſelf upon being ſo well at Court ean ti 


it was the firſt Play ſhe had ſeen, as her Huſband ("7 He: 
very imprudently told me, and perhaps if it had 1 th 
not been for me, ſhe might not have had this had N. 
Honour ſo ſoon. But let us come to weben ill 3 
more intereſting. * er, rer 
I was no ſooner in the Chair, hut was over- e Im 
joy'd at being out of the Houſe. I fhould infa: ) the 
libly have made. a fine Piece of Work on't, which by ng 
did as 


might perhaps have become Fab, and forward 
what was to happen... 

Let any one imagine my Trouble and Conf 
ſion, affectionate and tender as I was. What In- 
nocer<e on my Side] and how many Motives of 
Suſpicion for the Margnzeſs He finds me at the Play, 
J appear to be engaged with a very handſome 
young Gentleman, and attentive to his Diſcourle!' 
No ſooner do] difcover him, but am out of Cour 
tenance ; I do more, I go out, and ſo ſeem 10 
avoid him. All theſe. things, united to the Un- 
eaſineſs ariſing from what au Bois had undoubr- 
edly told him, could rot ſuffer him to be 7 

_caly, 


[gr ] 2 
at eas particularly after the Proofs he had already : 
ien of his Jealouſy. 


y Stir I intended, when at Home, to ſhut myſelf up 
d, thy nd write; but bow much was my Anxiety en- 
to th rrezſed, when the young Date of met me 


oming out of my Chair! He had followed me in 


as neu 
1 hin is, and offered his Hand with an Air of Concern 
the De or my Indiſpoſition, which very happily was vi- 
t ther (ſible in my Face; I made Uſe of this Pretext to 
h, au et rid of him, by ſaying I found myſelf oppreſs'd, 
gmeint. end was going to Bed. He approved of my Re- 
eſentelpolution, and offered to ſend an emnient Phyſician 
„ Cen. to my Relief; I thank'd him for his obliging 


Indi Offers, and when I was come to my Apartment 


t to fe ie retired, aſſuring me he would have the Ho- 
- Pride Mnour of waiting on me the next Day, and in the 
Court mean time he would inform himſelf punQually of 
Juſban pn) Health. 8 | 4 
it had I thought I was going to be at Quiet, but I 
ad this had Madame de Genval's Officiouſneſs to endure 
ething i ill; the Honour and Diſtinction I had procured 


er, rendered her polite, politickly hoping, that if 
re remained good Friends ſhe ſhould hereafter en- 
joy the fame Prerogatives. I was obliged in Civi- 
ity to wait till ſhe pleaſed to. quit me, which ſhe 
did as ſoon as I was in Bed. AN 

ordered my Aunt in her Preſence to lock my 


8 over- 
d infal- 

Which 
warded 


Confu- 


Doors, and let who will come, to tell them TI 
bat In- as in Bed, in order not to be diſturb'd in my 
ves of ellexions, principally on the Incidents of that 
e Play, A- e ee g e 
adſome I began with Tears, which gave me Relief. In 
ourſe ect, could there be a more cruel Cafe than mine ? 
Cous- ad I one happy Moment, from the Time I firſt 


Kew myſelf ? One Accident had follow'd another, 


em t0 | | 
ie-Us- had not one Moment's Reft. What could I hope 
doubt- rom what was to come? What Incidents ſeem d 


eady to create new Troubles! The Uneaſineſs of 
de old Margqueſi about me; his Son's Love and 
; Jealouſy ; 


e very 
_ caly, 
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Jealouſy; the Duke of Sentiments, who hai 
no ſooner conceiv'd, than declared them; would 
not all this draw on Conſequences ? could I exped 
any thing elſe ? a RATE 

I was only entering into a Detail of ſo may 
Perplexities, in order to take proper Meaſures, whe 
my Aunt came into my Room: © Madam (fays ſhe 
* here's a Nobleman deſires in the handſomeſt Man. 
ner to ſee you.” «© Did not J tell you (ſaid [ 
with an Air I had much ado to ſuſtain) ** that ] 
% would ſee nobody?“ © I remember it very well(re 
plied the good Creature ;) but the Perſon of when 
] ſpeak ſays he mult neceſſarily ſpeak with you, 
and has Things of Conſequence to communicate 
to you.” Do as I bid you,”” continued I in: 
Tone to be obey d, thinking it might be the Dal, 
or the old Marques; fail at your Peril.“ 

After my Aunt was gone, I roſe, and to avoid 
all Surprize, conſidering her Simplicity I drew the 
Bolts, and then I wrote the Marqueſs a Letter, 
in which : ingenuouſly gave him an Account o 
all that had paſſed. I Prcfaw the Uneaſineſs he 
would have on account of my Converſation with 
the Dake at the Comedy; I mentioned my Ap- 

prehenſions in relation to his Father, and beg' 
him, in order to obviate what might happen, ty 
change my Abode, and even the Town, if it could 
be done. 1 1 . 

I was much eafier after relieving myſelf of th: 
Burthen which weigh'd me down; it was after 
Midnight before my Letter was ſealed, and there 
was no likelyhood of getting it delivered then; i 
was of ſo much Conſequence, I was determined 
to truſt nobody with it, but Sr. Fal or da Boi; 
the latter had promiſed to call the next Day, and 
I éſormed my Reſolution accordingly. One is no 
ſooner at Eaſe in one Reſpect, but one wants to be 
ſo in another; I was extreamly ſolicitous to knowl 
who came to ſce me, when Porbara mou " 

or 
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Word of the Viſit I refuſed. Having then my 


ho ha Wits more about me, I began to reflect on this 
would Affair, and I found I was in the Wrong to ima- 
expe vine the Due of —— would come again, twas 
—_— A lately that he left me, when my Aunt came 
> many WE with the Meſſage : it was not likely it ſhould be 
s, When him, eſpecially knowing I was going to Bed; he 
ays ſhe) ſceem'd to have more Reſpect for me, than to com- 
ſt Man mit ſuch an Indecence : I turn'd my Conjectures 
(ſaid IR another Way, and as I could not but fix them 
that I upon the old Margue/s, I found them alſo as ill- 
well(re grounded on many Accounts, unneceſſary to be 
© whon mentioned. But it was not the ſame as to his Son; 
h you, WW he lov'd me, had many Reaſons for defiring to 
unica ſpeak to me; had not his Jealouſy been one, it 
I in af was very natural for him, ſeeing me go out, on 
e Dal, ¶ account of being indiſpoſed, to fly to my Houſe 
with Concern, and learn the Occaſion of it, as 
o avoid well as ſeveral Things that might regard him. I 
ew the had no ſooner rais'd this Doubt, but was de ſirous 
Letter, WW to clear it up; I rung the Bell, and according to 
dunt of the Deſcription my Aunt gave of the Gentleman 


neſs he 
IN With 
ny Ap 
| beg'd 
pen, to 
it could 


ſhe had ſent away, I found my Suſpicion too well- 
grounded. Tels Er 1 

Had I foreſeen that my Obſtinacy in not hear- 
ing my Aunt, would occaſion the cruel Conſe- 
quences it did, I ſhould then have regretted the 
giving Room for em. But can one foreſee every 
thing when in Perplexity ? So far from repenting, 


of the I thought my Lover would paſs a favourable Judg- 


as after I ment on his Diſappointment in not ſeeing me, and 
id ther would not condemn me in his Heart. But were 
hen; it Men born to be juſt ? Pardon me, Oh beſt of Huſ- 
r mined I bands, the Injuſtice* of this Apoſlrophe / I re- 


tract it, my. ſincere Love has long ſince excepted 
you from the Number of thoſe I mean. 

I paſs'd the Night in great Anxiety, and I wak- 
ed early, hoping u Boi would come, and carry 
ny Letter to the Marqueſs. I was juſt up when 
e 2 my 


s Bois; 
z, and 
e is m0 
ts to be 
o know 
gat me 


Won 
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my Aunt inform'd me of a Viſit, and aſked if fh g 
was ta deny me as the did the Day before? 


bid her ſhow up; in Hopes it was the Man | 


wanted; but inſtead of 4 Bois à Gentleman of # to com 
been di 
hearing 
W 2 S1gh) 
more 
be in Mind, out of Reſpect for my Friend, I 


gure appeared, who named himſelf immediate) 
Melicourt, Lover to that dear Friend; he cam 
from the Monaſtery where Madame de G —— 
had ſhelter d me. How troubled ſeever I migh 


ceiv'd the Gentleman with great Politeneſs, an 
earneſtly aſk'd after his Miftre$ ; he delivered nt 
a Letter from her, telling me, that as ſoon as 
had read it, he would fully ſatisfy my Curioit 
' I open'd it, and read as follows. 


K Send you, my dear Friend, 12 beyppy 
4 ade received from M. de Melicourt, 0 wil 

Bat the Homzur to deliver you this TLetler: 1 cal 
it happy, becau; - ir abi. foortly pefbapt e mt 

the charming Pleaſure of embracing you, and rentu- 
ing our tender Friendſhip. I am much oh ed 20 hin 
for complying fo re with the Defire I hau, tha 
: dns; 275 ad by him of the god 70 2 
— < lowed Frome your kind Offices ; alt qe qua 
"is an additional Intereft,, to terminate” our © Affairi 
I do mot doubt but you'll employ the Marqueſs ' 
L. V. to preſt my Diſcharge from the Monaſtery. 
confeſs it arill be fs much the more agreeable, as 1 
evil bring me utarer you, a 2 7 am ambition 
F beyond what I con expreſs. 

Our mutual Frietd, the di treet 4 -indanill 
charged e to till you, that you are euer in bt 
Thoughts ; do you think J yield to Ber in the al, 
as 70 Vi ac if Sentiments? po | | 
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* found 


II was 


. ſibilit 


Veil 
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I was charm'd with this Letter, and the Hopes 
ore! it gave me of my Friend's Affairs drawing to 2 


Man Concluſion. I turned to her Lover and begg d him 
of R. to compleat my Joy, by informing me what had 
diateh been done, and why I, had been ſo long without 
cam hearing from her. Alas! Madam (rephed he with 
a Sigh) the lovely Minette would never have heard 
- mighW more of me but for the Letters you forwarded, 
„Ie by which 1 at length Jearn'd where ſhe was; tis 


5, nfl © to her, tis to you. I owe the Happineſs, of having 
red nM © found her out. I thought her loſt; for ever, and 
IN asl was very far from perſuading my ſelf of the Poſ- 
rioſity i © fibility of any ſuch Thing, which I thought 0 
q « diſtant, You yourſelf ſhall judge, by what hap- 
*pen'd to me ſince the fatal Day when the Arti- 


bo «vill to ſeparate vs. | 


UBSHIL 4 3.4 8 — 2 415 ; 
Vou know, Mademos/zHie (continued Melicourt) 


Jaa 
cure u in What a mel Manner I was ſnatch'd from the 


Embraces of ſo beloved a Wife. Had my; Strength 
*.cquall'd my Rage, I ſhould have freed. myſelf 


70 Hin 


4, tl © from the Hands of thoſe cruel People who-oppos'd 
Ea che Relief I would have given her: but I Was 
e wan ; obliged to yield to Numbers, and:it-was not With- 
Main oat a thouland, Eforts that they. at laſt ſeip?d me. 
neſs „ However, net wichſtanding the Trouble my Reſiſt- 
. ace gave them; and my furious Tranſports, they 
„i © behaved with Reſpect to me; they had Orders un- 


doubtedly to uſe me well. The Officer who com- 


wb4t ion! 
IJ © nanded the Party, knowing the deep Concern un- 


mine der which I labour'd, ſeem'd to ſhare in it, and 
in hi © endeayour'd to pacify me by repeated Aſſurances, 


that my Confinement would be ſhort ; that he knew 
* the Affair did not regard the State, but was en- 
| * tirely owing to the Intereſt of a Family; in all 
rs. Appearance theſe Differences would neither be of 
| any long Continuance, nor have any farther Con- 
* ſequences. Inſtead of anſwering, I held my Fengues 
my Grief was mute, and continued in that Diſ- 

* poſition 


4 taf, 
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© Diſpoſition during the four Days of my Journey, 
I would hear no Reaſon, * 2 © 


When I arrived at, they conducted me n 5 
Night 


© the Tovn-Priſon ; the next Day the Governor 
© came to ſee me, and aſſured me if I behaved wel 
© I ſhould not be confined eight Days. I aſk'd hin 
what was expected from me? To join, ſaid he, i 
* ſetting aſide your Marriage: You may imagine, 
in ſpite of all your Efforts, it will be ſo neither 
more, nor leſs, for it muſt end there, the Me. 
_ © thods you employ'd being unwarrantable : Shall | 
© acquaint you what muſt be the Conſequences of 
« your Refuſal? A long and ruinous Suit between 
«* your Families. Is it not much better prudently to 
© conſent to what you cannot avoid, than to give 
your Adverſary a Handle to oppreſs you, and keep 
© you here during Pleaſure? Prudence requires of uz 
F 22 to Occurrenees; and he is truly wiſe, who 
* knows how to ſuit his Conduct to the Caprice: 
F of Fortune. ' . 8 | | 19 72640237 
Such was the Governor's Diſcourſe, as often az 
he came-4o ſee me, but without any Effect: I al. 
* ſured him of my Conſtancy and Reſolution, witk 


© a Proteſtation that I defied Monfieur de from 
the Hopes I had of being protected by the King's 
© Juſtice, and his Decifion in my Favour ; that in 
the mean time I would oppoſe Patience to the Per. 


ſecutions prepar'd for me. 


The Governor, who was undoubtedly an inti- 
, and who had been 
* pitch'd upon in order to intimidate me, ſeem'd 
s much diſſatisfied with my Steadineſs; however he be- 
hav'd like a Gentleman, and, barring my Confine- 
© ment, I was treated with great Indulgence ; but he 


mate Friend of Monffeur de 


had his Views, as I have plainly diſcover'd. 


* He came every eight Days, and after ſome 
Time, he ceaſed to talk of my Affairs, not to 
« provoke me; my Fear of putting him upon the 
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Chapter of diſſolving my Marriage, reſtrain'd my 
Curioſity, and hinder'd my aſking any Queſtions. +» 


In the mean time, the Uneaſineſs I ſuffer'd on 


account of my charming Minette, tormented me 
Night and Day to the laſt Degree; there was not 
a Moment I did not lament her Abſence, and ſeek 
Means of obtaining my Liberty; but I was ſo ſe- 


cured, that there was no Hopes of effecting it. 
After having loſt theſe endearing Hopes, I em- 
ploy'd myſelf in endeavouring to inform my Fa- 


ther of the Place of my Confinement, that he 
might exert his Power for my Delivery; this ſeem- 


ed leſs difficult, than making my. Eſcape. i The 
Turn-Key who attended me, and whom I had been 
a long time gaining by little Gratifications, and for- 
mal Promiſes of making his Fortune upon obtain- 
ing my Liberty, if he would come into my Meaſures, 
appear'd fit for my Purpoſe ; I flatter'd myſelf the 


more, becauſe he ſeem'd compaſſionate, and would 


ſometimes of his own Accord bewail his being en- 
caged in an Employment, to which he had, he 


hald, ſuch a Repuguance and Antipathy. This Con- 


fdence ſeem'd to me a good Omen, and when I. 


imagin'd I had wrought him to that Pitch of Com- 


paſſion I deſir'd, I open'd myſelf one Day to him, 
and propos'd to him under Promiſe of a good Re- 
ward to deliver a Letter I had wrote to my Father. 
He ſeem'd ſtruck at the Propoſition, and expreſs d 
his Diſlike of it, by repreſenting, the Puniſtunents 
aflign'd for thoſe, who betray d their Truſt on the 
like Occaſions ; to enforce which, he cited ſeve- 
ral Examples, the very Rehearſal of which was. 
really ſhocking, and he did it fo pathetically in 
his Way, that he ſeem' d much terrified. I found. 
him ſo averſe this firſt Time, that I did not preſs: 
him any farther, J thought it -beſt to wait, ano-- 
ther Day to ſpeak again, and prepare him by De- 
grees; thus he inſenſibly accuſtom'd himſelf to 
my Propoſals. over AY Sta 
- 
I 


Sx 2 
© It happen'd'as I gueſs'd, the Turn-Key yielde 
© at laſt, and charg'd himſelf with my Pacquet; py. 


© mifing it ſhould be deliver'd as directed, and th i 


I ſhould have an Anſwer. Theſe fair Hopes gate 
_ <fome Truce to my Pain, and I waited impatienth 
© the Iſſue. The time ſeem' d inſupportably long 
« and'there were now fifteen whole Days" paſt"awy 
without hearing one Word; he exhorted me 9 
have Patience, aſſuring it would not be long befor 
«I was ſatisfied. As a Proof that I ought not to be 
_ © uneaſy, the 'Turn-Key inform'd me how he had 

© contriy*d to be certain of the Pacquet's being; deli 
-ver'd, without running any Riſk 3 he had ſent hi 
© Brother, as he affur d me, Who was to deliver my 


Letter himſelf; and bring back an Anſwer. Tu 


believed all he ſaid on the Subject. 


ſeemꝭ d ſo feaſible, that I applauded it, and eaſi) 
had wrote a Letter to my dear Minette, wherein 
© I aſſured her of being for ever conſtant. - As I wa 
ignorant what became of her, I deſir d my Father 
to get this Letter delivet'd wherever ſhe Was, aul 
to fend her Anſwer. I was prepared on every Side, 
and made no doubt but that J had taken care to be 
* ſerw'd according to my Wiſhes. A Priſoner ha 
Time to think of every thing. 1 
One Night being more impatient that ever, and 
© lamenting bitterly that I had no News, I heart 
an unuſual Noiſe of Bolts, which ſurpriz'd me. 1 
was alone in my Tower: it could be only to me 


they came, and unleſs it were ſomething very prel 
* ling, it was not then an Hour for any body to viſt 


me; in fine, it was my Turn-Key. Joy in bi 
Countenance promis'd good News, and immedi 
* ately rais'd my Spirits; nothing but Tidings of my 
Letters or my Liberty, that could occafion h 
* Viſit, or his Looks, I eagerly aſked him, what 
*F'was to expect? See, ſaid he, delivering me 1 
* Pacquet of Letters; to. What Danger I 'haye er 
* poſed mylelf! I ſay no more, Adieu, I oy” my 
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ridelity muſt not be ſuſpected; my Brother is 


3 at this Time, I could not withſtand the 


Wl Pleaſure of eaſing your Concern, and affording yon 
. good Night. I thought this Regard of his ſa 
kind, chat in order to give him an early Inſtance - 


but 


Iiuſt arriv'd, and notwithſtanding the Danger in 


of my Acknowledgement, I drew a {mall Diamond 
from my Finger, and made him a Preſent of it, with 


Aſſurances that I would not ſt 


more ſo at that Time than he. 


] was no ſooner alone, but I open'd my Pacquet 
in great Haſte; it contain*d- two Letters; the firſt 
vas from my Father, the other from my Wife. I - 
found my Father's Hand ſomewhat different from 


op there. The Turn- 


what it us'd to be, but I took very little Notice 
of it; as for the ſecond, ſign d Minette, I thought 
of nothing but the Pleaſure I enjoy d; it was the 
| firſt I ever received from her, and only delay'd by 


kiſſing a thouſand Times, the Teſtimony I 
of her Love. 


expected 
However eager I might be to know 


the Reaſons of my Confinement, Love prevaiPd o- 


yer Curioſity. Here is Minette's Letter. 


Thought Tcould not refuſe, 8 irs FR Anſwer to your 
Letter; Tam forry for what you ſufſer'd upon my 


ment, by ſubmitting to what is expected from you. 


Account: I adviſe you to contribute to your E * N 


my Part, I thought myſelf obliged io obey a: Parem; 


and if 1 am the only Cauſe of. your Troubles, I remoue 
that Obftacle, by releaſiug yout from any Engagement 
1 had ſome Scruple in the Aﬀair, but I 
| have been inform'd the firſi Duty of a Daughter is to 


between us. 


obey her Father, and ghat all Engagements are void, 
which are made without the Conſent of theſe wha ' 
brought us into this World. I hope you will haut 
denſe and Refolutinn enough to conform your/elf to Jo © 
warrantable an Excaje, and that your E/teem for me 


1 ſuch as not th oppoſe my Tranquility. 


I thought 


. 
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© [ thought this Letter ſo cruel, and it overwhelm. 
© ed me with ſo violent a Grief, 1 had like to have 
« fainted away; Deſpair alone preſerv'd my Senſe, 
© Perfidious Wretch ! (I cried, throwing the Letter 


her, . 
Hatre 
berty, 


* AS 

« diſdainfully away :) could I expect ſuch a barbar. ther; 
ous Return? So much Love and Conſtancy, did they . . Lett 
« deſerve a Change ſo odious? I was two Hours in . me w. 
© a State as painful to feel as to deſcribe, I threy „ty, wi 
< out a thooknd 1 mprecations againſt the ungrateful WW. which 
Creature, and ſtopp'd twenty Times before I could WW. howen 
© read over my Father's Letter; he expreſs'd great WW. ſary w 
© Tenderneſs, exhorting me to have Patience, and . pathei 
o promis'd 1 ſhould ſoon be at Liber ty, provided I 0 in the 
© renounc*d my Marriage; he very frankly confeſs d, WM. of his 
that Mizetie's Father had much the better Intereſt, e ven m 
and that I ſhould periſh in Priſon, if I did not ſub- ¶ this oc 
mit to Power, as he had done; he gave me an Ac- WW. was gi 
count of the Perfidy of my Miſtreſs, who had held WW. any fat 
out but a few Days, and, to obtain her Pardon, had . nace tl 
accepted of a Huſband recommended by her Re: WW: 1... .; 
© lations, to whom ſhe was to be married in eight Abe 
Days; he exhorted me to imitate her, aſſuring me We tions à 
that I ſhould be reſtored to my Liberty as foon as N ter wh 
I ſhould take ſuch a Reſolution. I was not able to WW: ther, I 
go through the Letter, I had too much of it al- ter: 1 
ready; the Night was ſpent in walking abou; * {urprifl 
my. Chamber, and complaining of my perfidious BW |. pre 
« Miſtreſs. SSP SLES (was bl, 
l was three Days and three Nights without tak - Diftere 
ing any thing, and *twas the fourth Day, that, be- aſſared 
ing aſham'd of my Folly, I reſolv'd on declaring I I che 
had no farther Thoughts of the unfaithful Minette; ¶ counte; 
and that ſince ſhe had been capable of deceiving Affair, 
© me, I would never hear her named. I had no brough 
© ſooner explainꝰd myſelf on this Subject, and con- Hon 
* ſented to the ſetting aſide my Marriage, but I was Suſpici. 
promis d my Liberty on this Condition, that I W vas the 
* ſhould return to my Father, and never more endea- I things 
* your to ſee my ungrateful Miſtreſs, I was too an- was in 
f gry, vor 1 


* 


/[ ror ] 
her, to make any Difficulty upon that Head. My 
Hatred ſo naturally expreſſed, forwarded my Li- 
„ berty, and it was granted three Days after. 

« As ſoon as I was at Liberty, I went to my Fa- 
ther; he confirm'd Minette's Perfidy, and ſhew'd me 
a Letter ſetting forth all its Circumſtances ; he told 
me what Steps he had taken to procure my Liber- 
ty, which prov'd ineffectual, thro the great Credit 
which Minette's Father had employ'd ; he told me 
© however, that in ſpite of all his Intereſt, his Adver- 
[© ſary would have had the worſt on't, becauſe as my 
and . Father acted incognito, he muſt have been Plaintif 
ded 1 in the Tryal, without a Defendant, on Account 
eſs d, of his refuſing his own Daughter, if I had not gi- 
erelt, ven my Conſent for the annulling the Marriage; 
 fub- this occaſion'd a Letter from Court, by which he 
n Ac- . was given to underſtand that if he puſh'd Things 
| held N. any farther, he ſhould never ſee me again; a Me- 
» had WW: nace that ſtop'd him ſhort, by reaſon of the Ten- 
Re: . derneſs he had for me. | 

eight Above fix Months after, talking with my Rela- 
1g Mme tions about my Confinement, and telling them at- 
on a ter what manner I found Means to write to my Fa- 
ble OW ther, I underſtood he had never receiv'd my Let- 
ter: This Incident aftoniſh'd me, and I greatly 
* {urprifed my Father in my Turn, when I produced 
dio WK the pretended Letter I thought he had writ. He 
was himſelf almoſt miſtaken in the Hand, ſo little 


Difference there was between it and his own; he 
t, be. ¶ eſſared me he never wrote to me, and notwithſtand- 
ring dg the Pains he took to find out how they could 


nette 5 W counterfeit his Hand, he never could clear up the 
eiving affair, and it is but lately that this Mjſtery was 


ad no brought to light. 3 | 

| com However, this Ioftance of F orgery gave me ſome 
IT was WW Suſpicion ; I acquainted my Father with it, but he 
that I was the innocent. Cauſe that I did not examine 


endea- 
0 an- 


4 gry, 


things with proper Attention ; the Confidence he 
was in of Minette's Infidelity, which had been 
E 2 con- 


Vol II. 


5 ] 


* confirm'd to him from different Hands, paſſed e. | 


ven to me, and I thought there was ſo much Rez. Dau 
© ſon to forget her, that I ſhould in time have a. Exp. 
-* tained it. : [ wa 

© For ſome Months I was exceeding melancholy ; MW had : 


« notwithſtanding my Endeavours, I could not forget WF eight 
the ungrateful Mademoiſelle de —. I ſtroue 


indeed to divert my Thoughts from her; but he port 
« dear Idea had taken too deep Root in my Heart, h Que! 
be ſo eaſily torn away. Sometimes Reſentmen MF Qual 
gave me Eaſe, but it ſoon vaniſh'd, and after al ed m 
my Projects to forget her, I found myſelf the mot {MF not 
* unfortunate and moſt enamour'd of Mankind. my] 

But my Mother, who ſuffer'd prodigiouſly to ſee the 
* me waſte away by Degrees, and fear'd at laſt v with 
© loſe me, thought if ſhe could but contrive to gie © Ti 
© me an Inclination for ſomebody elſe, that I ſhould MF aſked 
© recover in time, and forget the perfidious Minetti, ¶ poſſib 
To this Effect, ſhe drew much Company to the MF Mad: 
© Houſe, and put me under an Obligation, as ; her fe 
* uſual, of aſſiſting in the Honours of the Aſſemby Num! 
which was conſtantly held. All the Neighbour WWF my 
© hood afforded of handſome young Ladies came 9 her fi 
it. One in particular, about fourteen, of a brown Lady 
© Complexion and a chearful amiable Character, d. contin 
* ſtinguiſh'd herſelf, and was admir'd by all the mage 
World: She was always merry, and had ſomethigę Heart 
new; to be acquainted with her, and deſire to lon being 
© her, was the ſame thing. At firſt, I only look neſs, 
© at her, and conſider'd how well ſhe deſerv'd th: of Mc 
« Praiſes given her; but a Cuſtom of ſeeing her, fon a Pron 
© had a farther Effect; Iwiſh'd to ſhare in her Friend. her W 
© ſhip. Time could not be more agreeably ſpent, ſhe remon: 
2 dic not ſeem averſe to me, and was the moſt o Folly 


* bliging Creature in the World; the more I k ner ſentme 
© her, the more I was enchanted ; my Mother pe- mily, 
© ceived it, and being willing toſnatchan O pportunii the Ju; 
* ſhe had been purpoſely waiting for, ſhe ſpoke 0 Time 
© the young Lady's Mother, named me for be Marria 
Daughter 


* - 


* 


fed e. | 
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| uphter, and advanced Matters with ſo much 


Expedition, that three Days after ſhe told me, if 
& [ was in Love with Mademoiſelle de ' 
had no Room to doubt, I ſhould be her Huſband in 


eight Days. 


, as ſhe 


Any body but myſelf would have been tranſ- 

ported with ſuch an Expectation; the Lady in 
Queſtion was exceeding lovely, a thouſand good 
Qualities enhanced her Charms ; they had ſeduc- 


ed me in Appearance, yet it was Admiration, and 


not Love which affected me, as I diſcover'd when 
my Mother propos'd her for a Wife ; inſtead of 
the Comfort ſhe had promiſed herſelf, ſhe met 
with nothing but 'Trouble and Perplexity. 

This unexpected Coldneſs ſurpriſed her; ſhe 
aſked what could occaſion it? and whether it were 


F poſlible, after having ſhewn ſuch a Deference for 


Mademoiſele de., that I ſhould heſitate to thank 


her for her Trouble, in getting me preferr'd to a 
F Number of others who tigh'd for her ? I loved 


my Mother too well to diſguiſe the Matter; I told 
her ſincerely how I was affected; the propoſed 
Lady's Charms had ſenſibly touch'd me, but I 
continued to love the perfidious Minette; her I- 
mage was more deeply rooted than ever in my 
Heart, when ſhe ſeemed juſt upon the point of 
being baniſhed from it. I bemoaned my Weak- 
neſs, I aſk'd a thouſand Pardons for it of the beſt 
of Mothers, but I could not extort from myſelf 
a Promiſe to comply with what the had engaged 
her Word for ; it was to no Purpole for her to 
remonſtrate the Injury I did myſelf thereby; the 
Folly of a Conſtancy fo ill deſerv'd, and the Re- 
lentment of Mademoiſelle de and of her Fa- 
mily, if I perſiſted in my Sentiments? I own'd 
the Juſlne(s of her -.vtieftions, but at the ſame 
Time declar'd, that if they drove me to this 
Marriage, how flattering ſocver it might appear, 

— W | they 


P o 


L 
they would render me the moſt unhappy of Man. 
kind. | 

My Mother moy'd with all I had ſaid on thi 
Occaſion, promiſed me ſo to manage Matters, that 
my Refuſal ſhould not appear, and in order to it, 
ſhe would find Pretences for a Delay, the better 
to break of the Affair. This Goodneſs, thi; 
Condeſcenſion gained upon me ſo much, and ap- 
peared ſo endearing, that J expreſs'd my Acknoy. 
ledgements in the moſt lively and reſpectful Terms: 
Methought, I was myſelf again, and foreſay 
what was to happen. | 

« Nevertheleſs my Father who, was not ſo com- 
plaiſant as ſhe, in giving into my Way of think. 
ing, called my Mother's Goodneſs Imprudence, 
and would not join in it ; he told me, that he did 
not underſtand my Viſions, and told me fternly, he 
expected me to agree to the Marriage, which had 
only been concerted in Complaiſance to me. It 
* was in vain for me to try his paternal 'Tenderneſ;; 
© he would hear no Reaſon: My Father ripp'd up 
© all the Trouble I had already occaſioned thro! his 
fond Complaiſance, and aſſured me, that if I took 
the Way to give him more, he would make me 
know who was Maſter, and that he expected to be 
obeyed. 

Things were in this Poſture, when a 
arrived, and enquired for me : It was high Time, 
I was on the Brink of being tied for ever, and at- 
ter long Struggles, ſinking under a Father's Autho- 
rity ; but the Letters that were deliver'd changed 
the Face of Affairs, and gave me a legal Right 
of proteſting againſt my intended Marriage. I was 
tranſported with Joy to think the charming dear 
* Minette was conſtant, and I bluſh'd for having been 
capable of ſuſpecting her Fidelity; I bewail'd her 
* Condition, and my Father joined with me in de- 
« teſting the Cruelty of her Relations in barbaroul- 


Ly © to vile Intereſt : We took Ad- 
| 6 vice 
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Stranger 


this 
cerned 
mies \ 
thing: 
and ti 
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made 
Day, 

Minett 
formel 


ployed 


Orders 
The 
ſent to 
ries to 
ration 

decide 
6 This 
prefen: 
charmi! 
of her 
Father | 
and we 
favoural 


Monfiew 


Mar. L 1as | 

vice concerning the Violence offer'd this adorable 
n this perſon; we conſulted the Laws and the moſt 
s, that eminent Lawyers; they were of Opinion, that 
to it, Minette ſhould proteſt againſt her Vows, and the 
better Suit be reviv'd which had been carried on to have 
the Daughter of Monſieur 
nd ap. 4: My Father would not let me appear in 
know. MW the Affair, but managed it in the ſame Manner 
'erms: as Monſieur de — —— had done before, and this 


„ this g her acknowledged f. 


* 


oreſay with fo much Addreſs, that the Affair was on 
* the point of being determined in three Months 
com- Time. | EX, 
think. * Monfieur de „who little expected to ſee 
dence, MF this Affair renew'd again, which fo nearly con- 
he did cerned him, thought to confound his ſecret Ene- 
nly, he mies with the ſame Facility as before, but he found 
ch had things very much alter'd ; his Protector was dead, 
e. It MF and the Succeſſor not altogether ſo partial in his 
erneſ; MW Favour ; he was obliged now to appear, and put 


in his Anſwer to the ſtrong Attacks that were 


p'd up 
: made againſt him; as the Proofs were clear as the 


o his 
J took 
ake me 


d to be 


Minette for his Daughter, and on Account of his 
former Behaviour, and the Violence he had em- 
| ployed, he was forbid the Sight of her till farther 


tranger Ml Orders. 


Time, The verbal Proceſs of this Affair having been 
and af- MW ſent to Zome, the holy Father named Commiſſa- 
Autho-ries to examine it, and after a mature Delibe- 
hanged ration it was determined that the Nuncio ud 
| Right decide it. | | 

. I was This, Mademoi/elle (continued N icons: is the 


g dear Wpreſen: Poſture of ourAflairs ; and therefore your 
ng been charming Friend begs your Aſiftance. Tie Juſtice 


i'd her Hof her Cauſe is all ſhe has to depend on; my 


e in de- Father has not the Honour to knew our Judge, 

-barouſ- {Wind we have ſome Reaſon to fear he will not be 

ok Ad- Nhrourable to us, not only from the Intereſt that 
« vice NM oſeur de may fill have, which he will un- 
: . E z undoubted- 
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him, during bis Diſcourſe, and found him to 
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doubtedly exert on this Occaſion; but even from] 
the Conſequences of ſuch an Indulgence, which 
may become a Precedent for others in the fame 


Caſe. 

As to Monfienr de (added Melicourt) he is ex. 

« aſperated againſt his Daughter; and declare, 

* that if ſhe is freed" from her Vows, he will neve 
« ſee her; his Wife joins with him, and without 
© a Miracle there is no Room to believe he will exe 
lay aſide this unjuſt Prejudice. 

The powerful Party my Father has form'd fu 
us in the Province, has declared in our Favour 
and promiſes, if the Nuncio reſtores Minette t 
ger Liberty ſo unjuſtly taken away, we ſhall b 
married after the proper Forms have been obſer. 
ed; in this they generally)agree. ] went in Pe 
* ſon to acquaint Sz. Agnes with theſe Particulan; 
* ſhe was equally pleaſed with me, and ſhew'd f 

5 « great an Earneſtneſs that you, Madzmoijelle ({ai 

this conſtant Lover) ſhould ſhare in our Jo 

that I am come with Zeal to impart to you tu 

Tranſaction: I beg you to continue to us bot 

© your Friendihip, which we value beyond Er 
* preſſion.” X 5 


Thus did Melicourt finiſh his Story. I obſerme 


worthy my charming Friend. 1 heartily thank 
him for his Complaifance, and I promiſed to cor 
tribute every thing in my Power to promote h 
Intereſt, which I earneſtly embraced, and wol 
certainly employ all my Credit in an Affair when 
in I took ſo great a Share. He ſeem'd fatisfi 
with theſe Aſſurances; and to leave him no Roo 
gt of my being in earneſt, I told him IN 
that Moment writing to the Perſon Sz. Annes Il 
mentioned, and that I hoped 1 ſhould know ti 
very Day if I might depend upon thoſe I intend 
to employ. T 'took my Pen and inſerted this N 


queſt in my Letter to the Margue/*, which II 
coll 
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E commended in a Manner the moſt prevalent to ren- 
der it effectual. | 


Dubois, whom I impatiently expected, never 


came. I could not imagine how to account for this 
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Delay; it was now paſt Noon, and my Uneaſineſs 
became ſo manifeſtly viſible, that Melicourt per- 
reiving it, aſk'd me the Cauſe of it. I could not 
reſiſt the Deſire he ſhewed of making me eaſy, I 
thought I ſaw in him a ſecond Sz. Agnes; beſides, 
I imagined myſelf in ſo much Danger, till I had 
| acquainted the Marqueſi, that I ought to hazard 
the Secret, in order to get a Letter delivered to 


my Lover, on which I thought my Safety depended. 


I could truſt Melicourt with the Commiſſion, which 


he joyfully accepted, and promifed to bring me 
an Anſwer in leſs than half an Hour; I was over- 


joy'd at this, and giving him his Inſtructions, he ſet 
out. Ought I to have expected what he brought 


me back ? Oh Heaven! I tremble at this Day 
when I think on the cruel Auſwer I received: I 
reſerve it, with the following Events, for the ninth. 
Part. If any one has ſhared in the preceding Per- 
plexities I have undergone, let them continue their 
Pity for me: they will ſhortly ſee whether I deſerv- 
ed it, and whether the Peace and Proſperity I actual- 
ly enjoy have not been bought by all that is moſt 
ſenſible to a Woman, whoſe Heart has ever been 
ſo tender and faithful as mine. | 
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PART IX. 


— T was almoſt three in the Afternoon, 
I and no Melicourt yet return'd. Let 
al 7 any one imagine what | ſuffered; a 
1&4) thouſand Things came in my Head 


„upon this Delay; to crown my Whe 

—  Misfortunes, Madame de Geneva cait t 
entered my Chamber, telling me the Marque/s was ¶ nethou 
come, who followed her in. How hard is it to affe that 
Tranquillity when inwardly racked with Cares! and open; 
how) much it has coſt me to accuſtom myſelf to ny Dif 
this Policy, ſo neceſſary in the World, which obliges often 
one to be perpetually diſguiſed! I was too much aid, 01 


a Novice in this Art, to aſſume that Air which e- The 
Indes the Eye of the Curious. The old Marques the Di 
perceiv'd the Conſtraint I was under, and aſk'd {Went it 
me (with a Politeneſs which ſo much diſtinguiſhes nd beg 
People of a certain Quality) if he was not come at an ned M 
improper time? I could not help bluſhing at his Wpplaud 
Penetration; however I anſwer'd luckily enough, Make h 
attributing the Trouble I could not hide, to an rarce g. 
Indiſpoſition that hung upon me; to recover myſelf Mupplied 
and avoid a Converſation whereof | dreaded the Con- hid the 
ſequences, I aſk'd his Lordſhip's Leave to continue Will) t! 
my Work; this gave me an Opportunity of looking match* 
down, for I dreaded to meet his Eyes: tho' in Featur: 
Years, he had a piercing Look, which ſeem'd to themſe: 
read one's very Thoughts. Whether it was Preju- utter th 
dice, or Fear, every time he look'd me in the Bt help 
Face, I imagin'd his Eyesſaid; Ah! Fenn, Ferm, ceived ; 
tis no Purpoſe to hide yourſelf from me, I read the Wi Imag 
very Motions of your Heart. One may judge if Wi for h 


I was very eaſy under ſuch an Apprehenſion. j i all tl 
is; ny 


c 


[ 109] c 
Any body but myſelf, in theſe Circumſtances, 
E would have foreſeen that elicourt might return 
Vith a Ie or perhaps have ſome Secrets to com- 
municate, and therefore would have abſented thein- 
Elves for a Moment under Pretence of giving Or- 
ders to a Servant. It is commonly faid, that the 
umpleſt Girl has always Senſe enough to manage 


rnoon, Nhat regards her Heart; I ingenuouſly own my- 
Let elf not to be of that Number. T thought the 
ed; a Wicat Action would render me ſfaſpected, and even 
Head Hbetray me. | | | 
n my When my Eyes met thoſe of the old Margue/5, 


eneval WW cait them quickly down again in great Confuſion; 
eſs was nethought he came only to make Diſcoveries, and 
affect that 1 was to guard againf all that might lay me 


s ! and open; upon this, put on a formal Countenance, 
ſelf tony Diſcourſe was perplexed, and in my Agitation 
obliges W often anſwered without underſtanding what was 
much aid, or knowing what 1 anſwered. | 

:ch e-. The old Marqueſs, too quick-fighted not to ſee 
arqueſs the Diſorder I was in, curious perhaps to aug- 

| aſk'd nent it, or find out the Meaning of it, drew near, 
zuiſhes end began to be very ſweet, but in the moſt re- 


ned Manner in the World. Madame de Genewal 
pplauded him, undoubtedly vexed, tho' willing to 
ake her Court. For my Part, totally abſent, I 
carce gave him an Anſwer ; a forced Smile often 
uppiied the Place of a real one. Confeſs, Madam 
lad the Margueſs to Genewal playing with a Ball cf 


> at an 
at his 
nough, 

to an 
myſelf 
e Con- 


ntinue Mile) that the Counteſs has a Complexion not to be 
zoking WF match'd: do you obſerve the Delicacy of her 
ho" in Features, and thoſe little Dimples which form 
m'd to Bf themſelves when that pretty Mouth is going to 
Preju- IF utter the leaſt Syllable ?? Perplex'd as | was, I cou'd 
in the Wot help ſmiling from time to time, every Feature 
Jenn, ceived its Encomium 5 and letting none eſcapehim, 
ad the Bi: Imagination, more lively than could be expect- 
dee if Wt for his Age, ſeem'd tranſported when he ſpoke 
. all the Charms, with which he flatter'd' me. 
Any "= 0 J was 


ſome time before I could account for it, his curioy 


— 
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T was handſome, I have ſaid ſo before, and I am 
ſorry I am obliged to repeat it, and to ſpeak off 
myſelf with leſs Reſerve, than I would chooſe ; by 
I cannot give a Probability to certain Tranſport, 
without ingenuouſly telling what gave them Birth, 
The Marque ſi was ſurprizing in that Reſpect; I v 
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Looks betray'd him; the Poſture I was in, ſhoy'l 
my Breaſt, notwithſtanding its being cover'd, onthe 
leaſt Motion; the fine Turn and Whiteneſs of i 
threw the old Gentleman into Extaſies; he talked 
to me on this Subject in Expreſſions that did not 


| betray his Years; and this in ſuch a Manner, as u Anot 
make an Impreſſion on any one but myſelf. obe ur 
The Name of Father to the Man I adored, gu Hove all 
the old Marqueſs ſuch an Influence over me, and ¶Moman 
had conceived ſuch Reſpe& for him, both thro'Mter. Th 
Fear, and my Regard for his Son, that I had not yſten m 
Courage to contradict ſeveral Expreſſions, I ſhouldMrizing | 
certainly have interrupted, but on theſe Motives. IM Lover 
can't tell what the old Courtier thought, but to meſWproclain 
it did not ſeem that my Condeſcenſion gave hin p with 
room to exceed the Bounds of a certain Decency.Mor ſuch 
is Politeneſs gave me a great Pleaſure, and kept rev, is 
me in Countenance. Gene val was quite otherwiſe under Pr 
every Trifle made her familiar, and if I had- no ecrets, 
behaved with a ſerious Air in her Regard, her lite alars. 
Fooleries, and the Liberty which he would haveWoung W 
taken, might have encouraged the Marqueſs to ef anoth 
ceed the Limits my Diſcretion had pretcrib'd to ich cl 
Complaifance I thought myſelf oblig'd to ſhewſiWey beg; 
him. But I not: had the ſame Regard for heþvoid all 
when leaning. over my Work, and pretending urioſity 
romp, ſhe had maliciouſty removed the HandkerWet it to 
chief which cover'd my Breaſt, and occaſion'd greao know, 
Sprightlineſs from.the Margue/s ;. I gave them both bega 
ſo ſevere a Look, that it was eaſy to comprehendÞic old 1/ 


Twas not to be jeſted with too far, ror of a Te pleaſe ] 


per 0 ſuffer ſuch. Sort of Behaviour. The Air burt 


) 


| | F.xrr F 
Tan put on made the Margue/s reaſſume that Reſpect for 
ak ame he thought my Due; and from that time, on 
e; bull Occaſions, he never forgot himſelf: So true it 
ſports, is, that a virtuous Woman may keep Men at a 
ird Diſance if ſhe” pleaſes ; whenever they behave o- 
I ws therwiſe, ſhe can only blame herſelf for her Want 
-urious of Reſerve. Men endeavour to divert us, and, un- 
ſhow Mer that Pretence, take too great Freedoms. Un- 
 ontle happy is that young Woman, who defends herſelf. 
s of i Mn Mirth ; ſhe muſt loſe ground. Seriouſneſs is the 
talked Shield of Virtue ;. thoſe are wiſe, who know how 
lid pot o employ it in a proper Manner. 
r, 5 Another thing againſt which young Women ought: 
obe upon their Guard, is their own Sex, and a- 
I, gu dove all, never to contract a Friendſhip with any 
„ and Woman, unleſs they be very ſure of 1 Charac- 
1 thro ter. The Commerce of too 3 She-Friend, is 
1ad not often more dangerous than that of the moſt enter- 
ſhouliprizing Man. And why ?. becauſe one is aware of 
ves. I Lover, whoſe Vivacity and too great Freedoms: 
t to meproclaim his Deſigns ;. whereas one reſigns one's ſelf. 
ve hin hp with Confidence to a She-Friend, who paſles- 
ecency. ſor ſuch; the great Secret never to become their 
ad kepirev, is to break off all Commerce with ſuch, who, 
rerwile under Pretence of Friendſhip, communicate certain 
had- no ecrets, or who artfully enter into dangerous Parti- 
her litiepulars. It is ſo far from being an Advantage for a 
1d haveWoung Woman to be informed from the Knowledge 
to ef another, for ſatisfying an inquiſitive Curioſity, to 
d to th hich they are dabappily inclined from the time.: 
to ſhewiſWicy begin to know themſelves, . that ſhe ought to 
for hergſv0id all that gives Light into certain things, 
nding tWuriolity is a Rock fatal. to Virtue. I cannot re- 
landkerWeat it too often: Young Women who have a Mind 
n'd great know, are not long before they practiſe. 
em bot began to grow very uneaſy. at the Eagerneſs of 
aprehenii e old Margueſs, and Geneva!'s fooliſh. Talk, who, 
fa Ten pleaſe him, perſiſted in flattering his Frenzy, when 
e Air lcuurt thinking me _ and who knew I expect- 
_ 6 ed 
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ed him with Impatience, entered without ſending in T 
his Name, with a Letter in his Hand. T turn'd | neſt 
pale, and, confounded as I was, could ſcarce riſe ¶ fpou 
to receive him. — port 
The old Margue/s obſerving me, eaſily ſaw the WF Subj 
Trouble I was in; he took no. Notice of it, but licou 
got up and returned a Bow to Saint Agnes's Lover, roll“ 
who judging him, by the Marks of Biſtinction he befo 
wore, to bea Man of Quality, was very reſpectful. gan 
Madame de Geneval, who had never ſeen Melicout Arti 
before, and who imagin'd by the little Ceremony (MW patic 
which I uſed with him, that it was ſome old Ac. edly 
quaintance, (not being able to diſtinguiſh that it pro- to b. 
ceeded from my Perplexity) aſk'd me in my Ear, ii could 
the Gentleman was a Relation, or my Countryman? my © 
I anſwer'd without Reflexion, „ Yes.” By all of m 


Means then (continued ſhe in a low Voice, but M 
deſign'd to be heard) © we muſt keep him to Supper. treme 
J anſwer'd this Nonſenſe (pardon the Expreſſion) ber, 
with Silence. We were all ſeated again; the old JW witho 
 Margueſs and Melicourt were enter'd into Converls-W quite 
tion. As this young Country Gentleman had 2 came 
great deal of Wit, he acquitted himſelf ſo as to de- dined 
ſerve Applauſe. Melicourt, who had his own Af help 
fair as much at Heart as mine, recounted the Hil towar 
tory of his Miſtreſs from one End to t'other, and mytel 
that with a View, without doubt, to intereſt tie later! 
Margueſs in his Favour 3; who, as he ſought all Oe. © was 
caſions of being acquainted with me, and perhaps of GO 
pleaſing me, turn'd and aſk'd if I intereſted myſeli che C 
in the Affair of the beautiful Nun? I was too mud have 
her Friend to heſitate in my Anſwer. © Well then off; 
Madam, (cried the argueſs) I promiſe my good as m. 
Offices; I am an intimate Friend of Monſicur a d? 


—, who has great Intereſt in Affairs of this Ni | Mad, 
* ture. Sir, (continued he addreſſing himſelf to Ms e. 
was 


licourt) * pleaſe to take the Trouble of ſending meal 
exact Memorial of the Affair, and I will certain 
give this Lady a good Account of it.” | 

| I thank 
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neſtneſs, which convince 
| ſpouſed my Friend's Cauſe. Courtiers take all Op- 
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T thank'd the old Margueſs with an Air of Ear- 
him how warmly I e- 


portunities of commending ; I received upon this 


Subject, a Compliment on my good Nature. Me- 


fcourt joined with him, and as the Converſation 


ro!'d upon this Topick, I was leſs uneaſy than 
| before. Nevertheleſs the old Marqueſs Viſit be- 
| gan to grow troubleſome, I could think of no 


Artifice to get rid of him. I was extreamly im- 
patient to hear of his Son. Melicourt had undoubt- 
edly ſome News for me. How diſagreeable it is 
to be under Conſtraint in the like Caſe ! Nobody 
could ſuffer more than I did; but Patience was 
my only Remedy, not being yet come to the End 
of my Troubles. | | ev 

My good and very ſimple Aunt, who by ex- 
treme good Luck happened to be in my Anticham 
ber, and whom I had ordered to let nobody in 
without giving me Notice, a thing however ſhe had 
quite forgot as to Melicourt, remember'd it then, and 
came to tell me there was a Gentleman who had: 
dined with me, deſired to ſee me. I could not 
help bluſhing, upon Reflexion, fearing ſome un- 
toward Accident; I got up and went out, excuſing 
myſelf to the Company. It was Sz Fal, a Moment 
later he had entered. Ah, Heavens !.cried I, what 
* was you going to do? fly, the old Margue/5 is here.“ 
* Good God ! who would have thought it ?? replied 
the Count, his being here is very unſeaſonable, I 
have a thouſand Things to ſay to you; [I'll braſh 
off; try to ſhorten the Viſit, and Ill return as ſoon 


* as my Uncle is gone. What News from the Ma- 
queſs.? (ſaid I to him, conducting him to the Door.) 
* Mad,” anſwer' d St. Fal 


Whilſt the Count was 


ſpeaking and opening the Door, ſomebody knock'd. 
T was more dead than alive. Perhaps it is your 
** Couſin”? (cried I) for who elſe can come to ſee me? 
.. If it is he (added 1) let him be gone,” * You need 
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© not fear that, (continued Sz. = it is certainly not 
© him; I wiſh to God it were! We would find Ways 


enough to hide him from his Father.“ What do 


C you mean ? (replied I confounded) “ what is the 
«© Matter ?” Se. Fal had no time to reply, they 


knock'd again, I bethought myſelf of putting 


him into the Kitchen, to wait whilſt the Door was 


open'd, whither he went. As for myſelf, who have 


always been fearful, and being otherwiſe moy'd with 
what St. Fal had juſt ſaid to me, I went into my A. 
partment, and order'd Barbara to open the Door. I 
had ſcarce any Life in me, and fat down to my 
Work in ſo much Diſorder that. it might eaſily be 
obſerved. 

The old Margue/5 taking but too mueh Notice 
of it, whiſper'd in my Ear with an Air of Inti- 
macy, to know if any Body had made me uneaſy, 
or if any private Reaſon occaſioned my Trouble, 


offering his Service, in caſe he were ſo happy, that 


I ſhould have any Occaſion to make Uſe of it. 1 
was going to anſwer, when Barbara brought in 
Word of the Duke de being there. How un- 


fortunate am I! ſaid I to myſelf, and riſing to 


receive him. Is it poſſible that Vexations ſhould- 


thus ſpring up on all Sides? I received him not- 


withſtanding the Compliment this Lord made me, 
without appearing uneaſy. We had all taken our 
Seats, and the Diſcourſe began to roll on the Ral- 


lery the young Dule beſtowed on the Margue/s's. 


Taſte and Regard for handſome Women; when 


Barbara enter d my Chamber in a Fright, crying 
Thieves. We all of us got up; I could not gueſs 
at the Cauſe of her Fears. I aſk'd her in. great 
Apprehenſion, what Thieves ſhe meant? In the. 
Name of God, Madam, (cried ſhe) deſire theſe: 
Gentlemen to be ſo charitable as to go into the. 


„Kitchen; perhaps he that went down juſt now 
© was not alone, for he look'd as bold as if he 
©. feared nobody.“ Ns 
10 Tho! 
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Tho“ I was much concerned to find that'S?. Fal 
| going out of the Kitchen, where I had defir'd him to- 
wait, and of which Babara was entirely ignorant, 
| had occaſion'd- her Outcries ; notwithſtanding my 
| Uneaſineſs, I ſay, her Miſtake made me ſmile to 
| myſelf. I was under Neceſſity nevertheleſs to af- 
| ft a ſeeming Terror, in order to give no Umbrage. 
| As I did not play my Part ill, neither the young 
Duke, nor the Marque/s would ſuffer me to ſtir, but 
| went with Me/court and Barbara to. ſearch the A- 
| partment; not a Hole or Corner eſcaped my credu- 
| lous Aunt. During this Scrutiny a Glove with a gold 
Fringe was diſcovered; the Due laid hold on it, and 
| return'd to me in Triumph. Faith, Madam (ſaid he 
with a Smile) © this Thief is certainly a Beau, and. 
© ought to be pardon'd for the Sake of the Glove.“ I 

| trembled for fear it ſhould be known; it belong'd: 
to St. Fal who had drop'd it; luckily no Notice was 
taken. The Dube, pleaſant as he was, and willing to 
divert me, was very merry on the Subject of the Thief 
and the Glove; he bantered Barbara, pretending to 
believe ſhe had other Reaſons for cry ing out; he affirm'd 
with a grave Face, which ſet the Company a laugh - 
ing, that the Perſon who made his Eſcape, was. 
certainly an humble Servant; adding, that if my 
Chambermaid (as he was pleaſed to call her) would: 
| *own the Truth, we ſhould be convinced he was not 
* miſtaken.” | : 

The Tone in which this Banter-was-uttered, and: 
the Figure of my poor Aunt: affording a humorous 
Contraſt to the [mputation, enliven'd the Converſa- 
tion to that Degree, that I was vexed to be obliged: 
to laugh, when in reality I had ſo little Reaſon. 
But I was ſoon puniſhed. Word was brought the 
Margqueſs,. that his time for being at Court drew 
| en, I could diſcover by the Duke's Countenance;. 

that he would willingly have ftaid with me; but 
as had not the ſame Reaſons for obliging him, 
a I had in regard of the old Marquee, 1 had Cou- 


rage 


1 an, - *** — 


diſagreeable to you, as unprofitable to myſelf. This it 


rage enough to declare my Intention of writing a 
Letter, not to loſe the Opportunity of M. de Meli. 
court, who was ſo obliging as to take that Trouble. 
This Feint ſucceeded ; the Duke and the Margueſ 
took their Leave, proteſting they had not been ſo 
agreeably diverted a long Time. I appear'd ob- 
liged by their Civilities, tho* in my Heart I ſincere. 
ly wiſh'd it were the laſt Time I ſhould receive the 
like from either of them. | | 
The Moment Melicourt and I were alone, I aſk'd 
wv ith great Earneſtneſs for the Margueſs's Letter. 
am afraid, (replied he, giving the Letter) you will 
© not be pleas'd with it, and I think myſelf very un- 
* fortunate, to have ſerv'd you ſo ill the firſt Time. 
This Preamble made me ſhudder, and open the Pa- 
per in a Hurry; the Contents were as follows. 


Am ſurprix d, Mademoiſelle, that you ſhould tait 

the Trouble of giving me an Account of your Beha- 
eviour, which ] have no Right to expe. My Regard 
or you was too great, to dijapprowe of the Civilitie 
ewhich ſeem due to the Rank and Merit of 'the Duke 
de . be. fhould hade the ſame Deſigus, as | 
had, the Satisfaction of having put the firft Hand ti 


making your Fortune, at leaf?, is mine. Tam far fim 


_ conſulting my own Intereſts on this Occaſion, much mort 
from complaining, The Sacrifice would not be complete, | 


and Reproaches ſtill more unſeaſonable, confidering thi 
Delicacy of Sentiments, on which I value myſelf. Yiu 
received the Duke's YVifir, you were at the Play toge- 
ther, becauſe you thought it depended on yourſelf; Tafit 
muſt not be diſputed. I wiſh you, Mademoiſelle, 
greater Happineſs than myſẽ f. and. ſpall be careful nt 


to diſturb your new Engagements by a Preſence equal) 
all, Farewell for ever. 
The Marqueſs of L. V. 
: | Ju 
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ting a Juſt Heavens! cried I burſting into Tears after 
Mei. N reading the Letter; can any one be ſo unjuſt ? Can ſo 
ouble. much Love be repaid with ſuch Ingratitude ? Cruel 
arquſ Man! cried 1 caſting a melancholy Look on the fatal 


Letter, how have! deſerv'd to be made ſo unhappy | 
9. Tal enter'd as | was ſpeaking, much mov'd at 
my Condition. Ah! Mademsi/eile, (cried he look- 
ing ſtrangely on Melicourt, whom he did not know) 

mitigate your Grief, 1t will be ſoon over ; pardon 
* the Author, his Fault is owing to the Exceſs of his 
« Paſſion,” No, my Lord, (anſwer'd 1) he loves 


een {0 
d ob- 
md ere- 
ve the 


I aſk'd 


" es 


2u wilt me not, nor ever did. He ought to know me; but 
Ty un- MF: lince he doubts my Conftancy, I'll give him a con- 
Time? MW vincing Proof. In the Name of all that is dear, 


* afift me in flying from a Climate I deteſt, Alas! L 
* ought to have dreaded it. Fool that I was, (con- 


he Pa- 
| inued I lifting up my Eyes) - dear St. Agnes, when 


14 tal I leſt you! Why did I not follow the diſcreet Lin- 
Beba- Ef famine? Why did I not make my Eſcape ? My 
Regard Heart would now have been at eaſe ; I ſhould have 
vilitie learnt by degrees to wean my Affections from tlie 
Duke World; and if I muſt have been unjuſtly ſuſpect- 
5, as Jed, and no longer belov'd, at leaft thro? Cuſtom [ 


might have found my Comfort in ſeeking a bet- 
' ter World. See the Fruits, or rather the Puniſh-- 


. ' ment of the Errors of headſtrong Youth. Ah! 
mplete, Wl Marqueſs, Marque/3, was this Blow reſerv'd for 
ng de my lively Tenderneſs in your Regard? | loſe you, 
u you fly me; I am nothing! Pardon, dear Lover, 


tne Vexations I have given you, and my Unhap- 


tope- 
"Toh pineſs in diſpleaſing you; your Revenge ſhall be 
oiſclle, ample, Regret ſhall end my Life!” 
ful wt . Fal, always tender and exquiſite in his Senti- 
equal) Nents, behaved with his uſual Generofity. Inſtead 
This i taking this Advantage in Behalf of his own 


alion, he exerted himſelf in Favour of his Kinf- 
an, and endeayour'd to ſupport my Affection for 
m, of which my extreme Grief was, alas! too 
kun a Proof. Two Days, for ſo long my Tranſ- 


ports. 


ſ 


118 
| ports continued, did he purſue the Dictates of chat 
1 noble Diſintereſtedneſs he profeſſed to cultivate, 
hi Nlelicmt, who had Affairs on his Hands, employed 
his leiſure Hours in pacifying me, but all in vain, 
Death was the Object of my Hopes. The Marpusſ. 
appear'd no mere; at laſt they own'd he was gone 
to join his Regiment in Ger mam, where the War 
was broke out. How crueliy was | alarm'd at thi 
News! I would fee nobody. Sr. Fal, the com- 
plaiſant Sz. Fal, exhauſted to no purpoſe his whole if 
Stock of good Nature; I could ſcarce bear wit o:ght 
him; the old Marqueſs was the only ene | did no ff State 
dare refuſe, on Account of that Aſcendant I haue them 
mention'd elſewhere; but I was ſo melancholy, thai ftincy 
if he had not gueſs'd the Reaſon, he muſt neceſſf ther _ 
rily have diſcern'd an Alteration in me; yet he va man t 
complaiſant enough to ſuit himſelf to my Humour for w 
As for the Duke, he was quite at a Nonplus, I hav witho 
ing given him a very cold Reception the next Dy The ( 
though he brought me a handſome Gratification h back 
had obtained for me, and which occaſion'd a fi State 
Miſtake, as J ſhall relate afterwards. I explain only 
myſelf with fo much Reſolution on the Subject «FJ Yout! 
his Viſits, that he durſt ſeldom appear, notwiti fand 
ſtanding his eaſy Behaviour; a ſtrong Proof of MW Refle 
Woman's Power when belov'd; her Tyranny know as 1 d 
no Bounds, and it's ſubmitted to the more ſerrihſ much 
as a Dread of diſpleaſing is the very Foundation al Aim; 
her Empire. The Duke, the old Marqueſs, and ten Haza. 
der St. Fal were all in this Situation, and the mo never 
to be pitied, as their Paſſion met with no Enco St. 
ragement. The! 
Eight Days paſſed on without coming to 1, 1) ** « 
Reſolution ; ſometimes I was for ſhutting my onl. 
up in a Monaſtery, at other times I thought ot © not 
| ing home and throwing myſelf at my Father al (replic 
* Mother's Feet, to puniſh what I then called WJ char 
hi Error, by returning to my primitive mean Cena Zea 
1 tion; frequently 1 was upon the point of o over 
N 10 
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of iht myſelf to my Aunt ; nothing but my Vanity pre- 
altivate, W vented me. In fine, on the ninth Day I wrote to 
mployd 57. Tal, deſiring he would come to me immediately. 
n vain, N My Reſolution was fix d. Alas! how many Tears 
larguer were ſhed ! But Virtue remain'd triumphant. I was 
as gone determin'd to throw myſelf into a Cloiſter, and em- 
he Wa ploy the repeated Proffers Sz. Fal had ſo often made 
d at thů of ſerving me, to be received a Nun, on which I 
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vas abſolutely bent. How little do Women, at the 
Age I then was, know themſelves! how cautious 
oaght they to be, when drove precipitately into any 
State of Life! Oftentimes their Weakneſs hurries 
them into Extremes ; a Love-Quarrel, the Incon- 
ſtincy of an Admirer, miſleads their Mind, or ras 
ther Judgment. Thus intoxicated, a young Wo- 
man takes a Reſolution, and either marries a Rival 
for whom ſhe has no Reliſh, or becomes a Nun 
without a Vocation. And what's the Conſequence ? 
The Cloud vaniſhes, fhe comes to herſelf, and looks 


ation h back with Horror on the Step ſhe has taken, the 
d a f State in which ſhe is engaged; Grief and Tears the 
explain only Remedy left; Death is called upon, but to 
abject i Youth its Approaches are but flow, and is a thou- 


notwithl ſand Times undergone before it comes. Theſe 


oof of Ml Reflexions are pardonable ; I write for my own Sex, 
y know as I declared from the Beginning, and cannot too 
ſerving much inculcate, that Virtue ought to be their only 
dation i Aim; where this is the Caſe, they run none of thoſe 


and ten 
the mo! 
Enco 


Hazards I mention; it preſerves them, becaule it 
never expoſes its Followers. | 
St. Fal was too aſſiduous not to fly at my Summons. 
The Moment he appeared: Come, my Lord (ſaid 
I) crown the Work you have begun; you are the 
g my only Perſon I rely upon. May I flattef myſelf I am 
t ot goo © not deceiv'd? Can you queſtion my Sincerity ! 
ther au (replied he with an Air that prov'd it.) Speak, 
alled 4 charming Jenny, nothing appears impoſſible to the 
n Conulit © Zeal I have for your Service. Would you have me 
f own * overtake the Maærgueſs, reproach him for his Inju- 
u | We, 


do an 
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_ reſtrain my Tears) ©** thoſe happy Moments, wherein 
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« ſtice, force him — No, (anſwer'd I with greater 
Tranquillity than he could expect) “ your Kinſman) 
Eyes are open'd, Love had blinded him; he noy 
« ſees the great Diſtance between us, he bluſhes 2 
« his own Weakneſs, and will atone for it by aban. 
* doning me. He is too dear for me to blame his B. 
% haviour, which needs not have been ſo harſh, but 
I reſpect even his Severities. Let us ſay no more 
on this Subject, dear Count (continu'd I, unable tg 


« ] indulged fo flattering an Illuſion, mult be forgot, 
© and Amends made by a more regular Conduct, for 
the Sallies into which a fooliſh Paſſion hurried me. 
My Deſign is to throw myſelt into a Convent, and 
there, in the loweſt Station, humble that Vanity | 


have too much encouraged ; Heaven, in pity of 
« my Youth, I may ſay Innocence, wall give me, 


* Strength to break through my Bonds; my conſtant 
* Prayer will be, to free my Heart from the Image 
too deeply engraved there; my Tears, continually 
** pour*d out before its Altars, will prevail perhaps, 


* and obtain for me that Peace, from which at pre- 


«« ſent, Jam, alas! much eſtranged.” 

This was utter'd with ſuch abundance of Tears, 
that the compaſſionate . Fal was moved to ſym- 
pathize with me. After repeating how large a Share 
he bore in my Affliction, he remonſtrated in the 
moſt lively Manner, how unreaſonable ſuch a Con- 
duct would be, and the Danger 1 ſhould incur of 
being miſerable for Life. He artfully inſinuated, 
ſuch a State did not ſuit my Temper, that I ſhould 
no ſooner make my Vows, but Deſpair would be 
the Conſequence. He drew a lively Picture of a 
Nun without a Vocation, emphatically pointed 
out the Tortures ariſing from a Diſtaſte to her Way 
of Life, her Subjection and Humiliations encreaſing 
every Day; he even introduced the Article of Sal- 
vation, and ſeem'd to doubt of it, after ſo much 
Pains employ'd to ſecure it: in fine, he talk'd like 
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be inſpir'd, and if he did not ſhake my Reſolution, 


e gave me at leaſt great Uneaſineſs. 
$7. Tal had his Motives for exerting himſelf againſt 


ny Retreat; he ſtill had Hopes, which made it na- 


aral enough. From the Vexations and Dangers he 
ad repreſented, he turn'd to a Propoſal of a middle 


date, a kind of Retreat without renouncing the 


orld entirely. Why ſhould any one (ſaid he) be- 
come a Slave, that may live in a State of Indepen- 


dence? A Cloiſter isa ſure Refuge for Perſons that 


are timorous, or liable to trip; they are highly to be 
commended for ſhutting themſelves up, and cutting 
of all Occaſions of Sin. But you, charming 7 erny, 
whoſe Mind is form'd, and whoſe Morals are the 
Dictates of the ſtricteſt Virtue, to what purpoſe 
ſhould you arm yourſelf againſt imaginary Dangers, 
and lay a Conſtraint on a Temper never deſign'd to 
be buried in a Convent? At preſent you have an 
irkſome Diſreliſn for the World: well, make your- 
ſelf eaſy; but don't irrevocably renounce it, leſt ſo 
haſty a Determination ſhould change, and then you 
need not.repent in vain, No body can hinder you 
from living retired ; Go to another Part, you need 
only pretend a Journey, take a borrow'd Name, 
and fee no Company; of my own Accord, [I'll 
baniſh myſelf from your Retirement, tho' never ſo 
myiting by your Preſence. How do you know, 
lovely Fenny, but in a little time, the Margueſs, 
diſcovering his own Injuſtice, may come and proteſt 
at your Feet” Ah! tho' he ſhould change 
his Mind {replied I interrupting) and ſhould return, 
| never will behold more a Man that was capable 
of ſuſpecting me. No, Count, tho? I love the In- 

crate, even more than my Life, yet in vain would 
he ſeek to ſee me again. I repeat it, nothing can 
alter my Mind on this Article; my Reſolution is 
hx'd, and the World ſhall not ſhake it.“ | 
Inſtead of contradicting me, ' dz. Fal ſeem'd to 

ne into my Meaſures ; he agreed with me, yes 
is 
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His Kinſman deſerved I ſhould act with Reſolution, 
but ſtill inſiſted on the Manner of regulating ny 
Conduct in leaving him. Your Imagination 
© charming Fenny, (ſaid he) is lively, and you 
© Heart has too much of the ſame Quality, to remain 


«right 
* migt 
but t 
by m 
and! 
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< in a State of Indifference, if I could ſuppoſe ſuch: + Opin 
Thing, after ſo tender a Paſſion; your Heart Wil All 
carry the Day, it's made for Love, and will always Wand rai 
love. Would to Heaven, in changing its Objed, would 
it may be remember'd that you have an Admirer-"}W Due's, 


The Count was doubtleſs going to ſpeak of himſel, had tal 
when my Aunt lighted a Perſon into the Room ¶ vait ſo 
which I preſently knew to be the young Dui the Da, 
Pray Madam (ſaid ſhe) don't be angry; I refus d put th 
d to let his Highneſs (for ſo ſhe ſtiled all that were MF thers : 
richly dreſs'd) ** come up, but he ſaid he mul going 
<< ſpeak with you about Buſineſs, that would admit the Fo 
of no Delay.“ I roſe to receive this Viſit, unſe: WM Abe 
ſonable as it was; my Eyes ſhew'd plainly I hal your A 
been crying. Good God! (cried the Duke, placing tent yc 
me in my Chair) © are you already acquainted wih I had 
the Affair which brought me hither ? By the Tro have b 
© ble you are in, I have no Room to doubt it. hu Table 


© really, Madam, you need not be very uneaſy ; yo myſelf 
have Friends who will give convincing Proofs a this (. 
their Regard, Do not queſtion it, Madam; St. Fall Aitoni! 
* knows how earneſtly I promote the Intereſts I haue vour of 
once eſpous'd.” Os not, h. 
This Diſcourſe ſurpriz'd me. What can poſſii 1 ſhou] 
have happen'd, ſaid I to myſelf, that requires Affi that ſhe 
ance ? I hid my Perplexity as much as poſſible; I dead, y 
durſt not own my Ignorance, left he Duke ſhould that Cc 
enquire the Occaſion of my Tears. I employ ali the Cor 
a Stratagem, beſeeching him to relate the Affair bow my 
as if I had heard nothing of it, that by putting God, { 
the ſeveral Accounts together, I might the bete much! 
judge what was to be done. It's a Trifle, (a dence þ 


he) © and ought not to alarm you; ſuch Affairs an 
frequent here, and a proper Turn will ſet 
| e 


lution, 
1g my 
nation, 
d your 
remain 
ſuch 1 
rt will 
always 
Objec, 
rer 
1mſelf 
Room, 
Du. 
refus d 
at were 
e mul 
| admit 
unſes. 
7 I had 
placing 
ed with 
e Trou 
t. But 
y 3 you 
roofs 0 
St. Ia 
; I have 


poſiibly 
es Afilt- 
ble; [ 


e ſhoulc 


1.1234 


J. nghts. It's true, the Affair, upon ſecond Thoughts, 


might prove troubleſome to any one elſe, Madam; 
« but this is not the Caſe, there will be nothing 75 
4¹ 


by moleſting you; for the Margue/5 of L. J. Si. 


«and I, are not Perſons to ſuffer any thing of that 


„Nature. I'll lay a Wager the Count is af the ſame 


„Opinion.“ i ji 
All this ſerv'd only to encreaſe my Uneaſineſs, 
and raiſe my Curioſity ; St. Fal, who ſaw what I 


would be at, and was an intimate Friend of the 


Dute's, purſued my Thoughts, and aſk'd him, if he 
had taken an Oath to perplex me, in making me 
wait ſo long for the Particulars. © God forbid (replied 


the Dake ſeating himſelf) © bat 1 judg'd it proper to 


put the Lady in good Heart: this is the Fact; o- 
* thers may have related it differently, but what I am 
going to ſay may be depended on, I have it from 
the Fountain Head. 

About two Hours ago, a Woman, much about 
your Age, tho' not ſo handſome, follow'd by a Man, 
* ſent your Name in to me juſt as Dinner was over. 


had Company with me, but imagining it muſt 


have been you, Madam, I roſe immediately from 
Table to receive you; how was I ſurpris'd to find 
myſelf miſtaken ! You are not the only one, faid 
this Counteſs des Roches, that have expreſs'd their 
Aſtoniſhment at ſeeing me; your Prejudice in Fa- 
vour of a Woman, who, upon what AccountT know 
rot, has taken my Name, makes you wonder that 
| ſhould diſpute that Title with her, and complain 
that ſhe has very gravely given my Huſband out for 
dead, whom I have brought to wait on you, and on 
that Conſideration has received ſome Favours from 
the Court. You may imagine (continued. the Dude) 
how much I was ſurpriſed at this Preamble; Good 
God, ſaid I to the Woman, you perplex me very 
much! I am at a Loſs what to think of the Confi- 
dence you ſhow, in addreſſing yourſelf to me un- 

der 


2 * OO Cs 00s. 29+ — K nt Re SIT; e . " pow) r 4 
— 4 + not iDougthd — * = _ > ant — — — . . — aks 7 0 
— r <g9n c/o 1 DS — 


[ 124 ] 5 
* der the Name of a Perſon for whom I have a great 


. c 
Reſpe&, and know perfectly well. Upon this, the fac 


© Count des Roch's ſpoke, and in a polite Manner = 
© told me, he did not doubt but the Perſon, for whon . Mac 
I intereſted myſelf, was of the ſame Name, and Faure 
< that in the King's Armies there were ſeveral more; . hall 
© but what moſt ſurpriz'd him was, that though he. Pra 
< prov'd himſelf, by a perſonal Appearance, to be er 
alive, People would have him to be dead, at leat . a 
till an Account could be had from his Regiment, v. r 
* which Letters had been ſent, as he was informed, . Dif 
in order to diſcuſs the Affair; in the mean time, he BF , 7 © 
< was given to underſtand, that his Commiſſion was i. mah 
+ diſpos'd of, and that tho' what he affirm d Mould © Wa 
prove true, yet, without great Difficulty, thing Wl 5, 
© could not be alter'd. The Count added, that he was WY ni Di 
the more incens'd againſt the Perſon who had plaid 3 
£ him this Trick, for that he came to Court in ot. "AIP 
der to ſollicit a Gratification, which he had Oe. . es 
caſion for, being obliged to drink the Waters, MW .. * 
© but could not now hope to ſucceed, ſince ſucha . babi 
* Favour had been granted to another Perſon. He. vnc 
concluded with beſeeching me not to take it il, WF. 

© if he applied himſelf to the War Office, which he. wh 
© had not as yet done, knowing I intereſted myſelWF.. thou 
© in Favour of the fictitious or real Counteſs des R. 48 1 
* ches ; offering at the ſame Time to deſiſt, if! Ber 
* had Reaſons for the Adventure's not being talk d. | bl: 
© of, being aſſur'd my Intereſt could eaſily prevent. ge K 
his being a Sufferer in the Affair. TN be ex 
While the Duke was giving this Detail, S. Full, on yg 
bit his Nails, and ſeem'd to be in a deep Study.. very! 
For my Part I was all in a Maze, and fancied no-. * 


body ever met with ſuch extraordinary Adventurs . Vikee 
except myſelf. The Dzke continued his Diſcourle iſed thi 
in the following Manner. i won th 
Fou cannot queſtion, Madam, (ſaid he, look * ** 
ing ſtedfaſt'y on me) * but his Requeſt perplex d * e 
very much. I thought my Anſwer would be Way. w. 
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« fac Conſequence, that it would be proper te 
« defer it till to-morrow. ©. The Officer retir'd, pro- 
« fefling to obſerve my Commands; and I am come; 
Madam, to know how you would have me behave 
« in the Affair. Ridiealois it is, J own, but we 
« ſhall be oblig' d to prove at the Office, that no 
Fraud has been employ'd, and that tho? the Gen- 
« tleman and his Wife are of the ſame Name, you 
are ſtill the Perſon I ſpecified in the Memorial pre- 
put the Thing paſt 
« Diſpute, all you have to do, is to give in the 
place where your Huſband died, that Enquiry 
may be made, and you acknowledg'd 8: the rea? 
Widow of the Count des Roches. 

Se. Fal, who perceiv'd the Anxiety into. which 
this Diſcoltſe plunged me, and of which, in truth; 
* was the Cauſe for want of Foreſight, anſwer'd 

n a bantering Tone, which much furpriz'd me, 
that the Affair would be ſoon clear d up; that 
this Count and Counteſs des Roches were in all Pro- 
* bability Impoſtors, who deſign' d by their Contri- 
vance to pick ſome body's Pocket, and that in 

' two Hours Time I coined; bring ſufficient Proofs 
k « who I was; but, at preſent urgent Buſineſs, 
though, out of good. Breeding, T did not tell; him 
* as much, obliged me to go out. Good GO! 
cried the Duke | interrupting him) the Lady is much 
to blame, if ſhe uſes the leaſt Ceremony with me; 
' ſhe knows I am entirely devoted to her, and ſhould 
* be extremely concern'd to lay the leaſt Reſtraint 

* on her; on the contrary, I ould think myſelf - - 
' very happy, if ſhe»took the Freedom to refuſe 

* ſeeing me, as often as I am unſeaſonable in my 
* Viſits. I judged from what Sz. Fal ſaid, that he 
uſed this Contrivance in order to talk with me alone; 
upon this I ſeconded him in a very polite Manner, 
tiat the Dake might We imagine I was not at a Loſs. 
He came immediately to a Reſolution, and went 


way with the Count, who ſet him the Example, 
Yak II, F 


giving 
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« (ach Conſequence, that it wealld be proper te 
« defer it till to-morrow. . The Officer retir'd, pro- 
« fefling to obſerve my Commands; and I am come, 
Madam, to know how you would have me behave 
in the Affair. Ridiculous it is, I own, but we 
« ſhall be oblig'd to prove at the Office, that no 
Fraud has been employ' d, and that tho' the Gen- 
« tleman and his Wife are of the fame Name, you 
« are {till the Perſon I ſpeciſied in the Memorial pre- 
« ſented in your Behalf. To put” the Thing paſt 
« Diſpute, all you have to do, is to give in the 
place where your Huſband died, that Enquiry 
may be made, and you acknowledg d the real 
Widow of the Count des Roches. 
51. Pal, who perceiv'd the Anxiety into which 
| iſcourſe plunged me, and of which, in truth, 
he was the Cauſe for want of Foreſight, anfwer'd 
in a bantering Tone, which much ſurpriz'd me, 
that the Affair would be ſoon clear d up; that 
this Count and Counteſs des Roches were in all Pro- 
bability Impoſtors, who defign'd by their Contri- 
vance to pick ſome body's Pocket, and that in: 
two Hours Time I could bring ſufficient Proofs 
* who I was; but, at preſent urgent Buſineſs, 
though, out of good Breeding,” I did not tell / him 
as much, obliged me to go out.“ * Good God! 
cried the Duke i interrupting him) the Lady is much 
to blame, if ſhe uſes the leaſt Ceremony with me; 
* ſhe knows I am entirely devoted to her, and ſhould 
be extremely concern'd to lay the leaſt Reſtraint 
* on her; on the contrary, I ould thin 
very happy, if ſhe took the Freedom to refuſe 
ſeeing me, as often as 1 am unſeaſobable in my. 
Viſits. I judged from what St. Fal ſaid, that he 


uſed this Contrivance in order to talk with me alone ; 
upon this I ſeconded him in a very polite Manner, 
tat the Dake might not imagine I was not at a Loſs. 
He came immediately to a Reſolution, and went 
way with the Count, who ſet him the Exemple; 

Vor. II. * 


giving 


myſelt 


© has been done; had 1 known what he was about, 


_ © foreſeen the Conſequences.” The Miſchief is 


2 are far leſs the Cauſe, than that cruel Deſtiny 
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giving me a Wink that he would be with me imme.” I gects, 
diately ; in fine, I was left alone, if one may be Nould 
{aid to be ſo with a hundred Reflexions, one more MW.your: 
vexatious than another. | 5 | Ihis am 
So many Croſſes, without Intermiſſion, over. itereſt 


 whelm'd me to that Degree, that I was quite ſtupe. Mibly o 
fied. Sz. Fal return'd as my Tears began to find a Homes 
Paſſage. It was high Time, being almoſt choak' d. Nheſe th 
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* Fam come, lovely Ferry, (cried the Count) to 
* ſhew my Grief at your Feet, for what my Impm- 
* dence has occaſion'd : I never imagin'd ſuch a 
* Uſe would be made of it, as I find, by the Dule, 


when he ſollicited that unlucky Gratification, I 
* ſhould have prevented his good Intentions, and 


« done (infwer'd I, obliging him to riſe) and you 
* which purſues me; but our Time is too precious 


„to be thrown away in this Manner. You ſee 
* there are a hundred Reaſons to one for my mak. 


ing off; give me this laſt Mark of your Friend. {ive hin 
«« ſhip, not to forſake me till I am ſettled in a Mo- is Guar 
„ naſtery.” ] am ready te obey you (rephed &. {Mot forb' 
Fal with a Sigh) but if you would be ruled by me Mies, ev 

hich ne 


* (and you ought, conſidering the Perplexity you 
are in) TIl place you ſo as to be ſecure from al 
Alarms, or at leaſt have the Satisfaction of being 
© your own Miſtreſs. I exclaim'd bitterly againſt 
this Propoſal, telling him, “that the ſad Experi- 
« ence I had hitherto had, of being left to my- 
«« ſeit, prevented my making a ſecond Tryal, per- 
«© haps more fatal than the firſt.“ Lt, 

St. Ful oppos'd my Reſolution but faintly ; he 


Woman 

s ſeldom 
roducec 
10 more 
E reſt | 
ern'd, t 
f Prejud 
he Sente 


remonſtrated however, that till a Convent was Every 
pitched upon, I muſt retire ſome where. This I }{ uwniturc 
thought reaſonable enough, and the more, as he Put inſte: 
obſery'd to me, that till I took the Veil, I ſhould F- mo 
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be upon the footing of a Penſioner, and that my 
; - 3 Effects, 
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Efects, which he would take care ſhould be brought, 
Pould be a Credit to me, and procure me a more 


E:vourable Reception. How great a Maſter was 


this amiable Friend in the Art of Perſuaſion ! He 


Entcreſted my Vanity, and fix'd my Eye e e 
0 


Fibly on the Advantages a Perſon receives w 
omes well equip'd to a Monaſtery. It's true, 
heſe things made no very deep Impreſſion, yet they 
ad their Effect. Pride will always exert itſelf, 
jo Age nor Character is proof againſt it, and Ex- 
perience teaches us, that through Oſtentation it 
pill ſubſiſt in the Grave itſelf. 
Our Conſultation laſted an Hour, when twas re- 
olved I ſhould not go away till the next Morning; 


Ind in order to deceive la Genewal, whom we had 


ll the reaſon in the World to miſtruſt, we agreed 
t. Tal ſhould tell her, that being too much ſtrait- 


nd for Room, I had taken a Houſe that was 
Empty, and ſhould furniſh it directly for my Re- 
teption. We took this Precaution, leſt in her fre- 


quent Conferences with the old Margqueſe, ſhe ſhould 
zire him ſome Light, that would put him upon 
bs Guard, in caſe he diſſembled with me. I could 
jot forbear ſuſpecting as much. I could read in his 
yes, every time he look'd at me, a ſecret Deſign, 
hich never faiPd of making me uneaſy. To be a 

oman and ſubtle, is much the ſame. Simplicity 


ſeldom found after Twenty: Nay, Thirteen has 


produced as artful Women as ever Thirty did; but 
o more of that, I may perhaps be miſtaken with 
e reſt of the World; where Reputation is con- 
ern d, too much Precaution cannot be employ'd. 
Prejudice is too Kaſty, Equity ought 30 ſuſpend 
he Sentence, till a rigorous Examen be made. 
Every thing concerted was put in Execution. The 
urniture was taken down early next Morning ; 
ut inſtead of ſending it to the Place intimated to 
a Geneval, one of the Count's Servants convey' d it 
o Paris on Carriages hired for that Purpoſe.” 
Ee „ About 
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About an Hour before my Departure I ſent arp: 
Melicourt, and acquainted him with my Journy tice | 
and the Motives which induced me to undertake i; ef 
promiſing to write a Direction to him as ſoon (ic Serv 
was fixed, that he might find me out. He yylliiccable 
ſenſible of my Regard, and aſſured me, that ati ud no 
Return he would not fail to wait on me. He oe Beh 
form'd me, his Affairs were in a fair way, and tlyc-v0ur” 
befare the End of the Month he hoped Sr. A Then I 
would be releas'd from her Vows.  I.congratula{:/;, th 
with him very ſincerely on the Occafion, and toifMEnder a! 
him, I intended to write to that dear Friend, len he 
ſoon as my Troubles would permit, begging, tl waiter 
in the mean Time he would inform her nobody h uſed t 
a greater Value for her than myſelf. om be: 
Secret Undertakings are generally attended wil [vas1 
diſagreeable Accidents. I was got into a Poſt-· Ci ed, 
provided by St. Fal, in order to join him, for Heunten: 
ſet out firſt, and was thanking Heaven that I Heeeded 
made my Eſcape without any Obſtacle, when tur enayiou 
ing towards the great Alley, I paſs'd cloſe by ti ring a 
old Wargue/s, who was coming in his Cgach frat ivſfon, | 
Paris. I turn'd pale at the Sight of hin, ben ked of 
convinced he knew.me by his earneſt Lo8k, and miar!) 
Smile: What he diſcover'd in my Countenane rn 
knew not. TI: preſently loſt fight of him. Mime: 
Chaiſe went at a great Rate, and I flatter'd my ady fur 
that my Fear was the worſt of the Adventure. Iated. 
As ſhort as my Journey was, it afforded time. for the 
Reflexions.; I began, through Cuſtom, to b Was 
much better the contiual Crofts which befell M the 
than the Margueſs's Inconſtancy. He no long Char 
loves me, cried I to myſelf, he abandons me to mf eiſon p: 
own Deſtiny. Fatal Paſſion ! why did I ſuffer iH, d 
to gain to cruel a Sway in my Breaſt ? Why cati P Pity 
I tear it from me ? 1 am told I was made for LH nduct t 
why then can I not reward the Aſſiduity of thep The C. 
liteſt and moſt complaiſant Man in the World: vu, 
ſuing this Thought, Self-Love made me refledt f nge. 
| | ; Wi 


[rg], 
awpy. I ſhould be, if, J could bring myſelf to do 


tice to the Count's Merit; I repreſented him to 
velf with that eaſy generous Air, with which 
be Services he did me were accompanied; his a- 


ſent fr 
Journg, 
Ttake i 


oon az] a 
He g recable and engaging Perſon was not forgot; L 
vat at Huld not but admire his Diſintereſtedneſs and no- 
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He ne Behaviour; a Sigh enſued ; methought I en- 
and tl2vour'd to perſuade myſelf to do him Juſtice. . 
St. Amb nen I drew a Parallel between him ard the Mar- 
ratuluu the one ſeem'd an ungrateful, the other a | 
and nder and conſtant Lover. Such were my Thoughts 
riend, Wien he appear'd at the End of the Cours, where | 
ing, th e waited for me in a Livery Coach, a Precaution 9 
body tlic uſed to prevent the Place, to which I was, going, = 
on being diſcover'd. . reed | | 
ded will | v a5 fo taken up with the Notions juſt now men- | 
oſt-ChWoned, that I receiv'd him with a. far different | 
n, for Moantenance than formerly; my Expreſſons even 1] 
at I ceeded what he uſually met with from me. His | 
hen tun ehaviour, inſtead of making me ſenſible of my þ 
Ne by ding a Hangle to it, plunged me deeper into the | 
ach frofſÞ 0", which roſe from my troubled Mind. I | 
] . | 
im, bel of the Apartment he had hired for me, as 1 
Sk, auliiarly as if he was my entire Confident. He 
tenance ! orm'd me, that till the Furniture for a handſome 
. partment was fitted up, I muſt go into an Hotel 


ady furniſh'd, where I ſhould be commodiouſly 19 
bated, TI thank'd him in the moſt obliging Man- | 
for the Pains he had taken in ſerving me. Alas l 10 
is was Cruelty. My Carriage ſerv'd only to re- 1 
the Wound, the Caprice of Love, rather than i 
no long y Charms, had made in his Heart, and which 
me to 8192 perhaps might have heal'd in Timg. The 
ſuffer t oule, dearer to me than Life, excuſes this gene- 
e Pity. Can any one refuſe it to a Perſon whoſe 
ynduct truly deſerv'd it: 7 
of theo The Cqunt and I ſupp'd together; I was very 
arful, and he overjoy'd to obſerve ſo great a 
lunge. He aſterwards own'd, that the Apprehen- 
1 ſion 


— 
— — 
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ſion he had of my making a Tryal of hie Moderatig 


and Sentiments, in order to come to a Reſolutin ar 
about the Monaſtery, if he had betray'd any Eager. th 
neſs, alone reſtrair ed him twenty Times from throy. | © in 
ing himiſelf at my Feet to expreſs the 'Franſports le El 
receiv'd from my Complaiſance. How refin'd wy Mi * cic 
ſuch an Appreherſion! Low much it encreas'd ny if a! 
Efteem ! few Men are ſo reſerv'd; and that Wo. N. 
man is happy, who makes a Friendſhip with ſuch * rea 
The next Day Sr. Fal conducted me to my Apart. © pic 
ment, conhiſting of four Rooms. My Chamber wa voi 
ſo well adorn'd, and fo different from what I hal © {ag 
at Verſailles, that I ſcarce knew the Furniture again: © Per 
I could not forbear blaming the Count for this ad wer 
ditional Expence ; he excus'd himſelf, ſaying h © the! 
had not ordered it, but that it was only the remain but 
ing Part of the Furniture, which my Lodging at © © N 
Jerſailles could not contain. His Apologres wen wil! 
always ſo handſomly turn'd, whenever I found led 
Fault, that I was ſometimes vex'd at myſelf whe quei 
at a Loſs for a Reply. Such is the Advantage of © 15 c 
Wit, and no ſmall Share of it is requir'd to preveni © {eld 
the Mortification of making Acknowledgments IM * v01t: 
this is to ,oblige doubly. | may 
St. Fal pais'd a part of this Day too with me * whic 
he buſied himſelf in remarking to me the Titles © peric 
ſeyeral new Books with which he had augmented © ture 
my Library, and adviſed me to read, in order, H the- 
faid, to divert my Thoughts, the better to enablhl} Whi 
me to judge cooly on what was to be done, Hall tie P 
| named ſeveral much in Vogue, and efteem'd Tage, 
| all Perſons of Taſte : among ſeveral Pampbleſii gular \\ 
which ſeem'd new, the Title of one Piece firuc\i deepeſt 
1 me and engag'd my Curioſity; I enquir'd if t nuſem. 
"nt Hiſtory under the Title of the Payſan Parvenu ui fave th 
5 fictitious or real ? I cannot ſay any thing poſit iow lat 
* © as to that (replied Sz. Fal) oftentimes the Hero tian m. 
„ © of ſuch Adventures never exiſted but in the Amour, 
* thor's Imagination; nevertheleſs, as to the Pe could r 
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deratin in queſtion, it may be matter of Fact, or at leaſt 
eſolutin ! an artful Criticiſm on ſome one Who have made 
y Eager. Wi their own Fortune: many ſuch there are, charm- | 
n throy. © ing Jenny, and among them ſome, who owe their | 
{ports be i *© Elevation as much to their Virtue,. as to a capri- | 


n'd wu cious Turn of Events. But, without entering into | 
asd m © * Detail of too great a Length and too ſerious a | 

hat Wo. MW Nature at preſent, I may venture to affirm, the 

ith ſuch reading of ſuch Books is uſeful, inſtructing, and 

y Apen. proper to form the Mind. Beſides, being una- 


« yoidab!y intereſted in reading ſuch amuſing Paſ- | 
« ſages, Truths are _— met with, which W | 
« Perſons would not take the Trouble to dive into, 

« were they not with Art and Delicacy thrown in 

their Way. Proper Expreſſions not only pleaſe, 

but lead to an Imitation of the Virtues propoſed as 

a Model; a Method of inſtructing often crown'd 

with Succeſs ; one may add, that it has ſometimes 

ed the Way to a Morality of the greateſt Conſe- 

* quence. To correct Mankind by amuſing them, 

is certainly the moſt agreeable Means, and which = 

* ſeldom fail; the Mind, independent as it is, re- 

volts againſt the Harſhneſs of rigid Maxims, and = 
may be compared, lovely Fenny, to the Heart, 
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with mei which repines when under the Conſtraint. of. im- | 
Titles of © perious Laws, whereas Mildneſs and Addreſs are | 
1gmente{ſ ſure to prevail: happy are they who have attain d 

order, W © the Art.“ : 


Whilſt Sz. Fal was diſcourſing thus, I-turn'd over 
the Pay/an Parvenu : when he was filent read a 


to enablf 
me. H. 


eem' d I page, and was charm'd with the Stile, and the ſin- 
a mphle gular Manner with which the Author lays open the 
ce flr uc deepeſt Receſſes of the Heart. This agreeable A- 
d if i nuſement laſted till Supper-time ; nor ſhould I 
wenn wi have then quitted it, had not Barbara inform'd me 
g polity how late it was. The Count, who was no more tired 


ae Herod 
a the £ 
the Beo 

6 if 


man myſelf, took the Advantage of my good Hu- 
mour, and aſk'd Leave to ftay Supper, a Favour I 
could not prevail on myſelf to refuſe 5 not but L 

4. | knew 


1 ww - 2 gs ug os ? 7 1 en er n ill . 


knew very well, it was breaking a little into the 


bleſome, or whether I had fo little Confidence in 


knowing my Thoughts. You are amiable beyond 
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ſtrict Rules of Decency. While the Cloth was laying, 
he aſk'd me if he was ſo unfortunate as to be troy. 


* prono 
eight 
proof: 
c yours 
a grea 

What 
« What 


Expreſſion (ſaid he ſeizing my Hand in a reſped- Time 
ful Manner ;) two Days I have enjoy'd the Charm “ with 

* of your Converſation, without once mentioning WM Your te 
the Marqueſs.” Saying this, the artful Sz. smile)“ 
Jook'd earneſtly at me; endeavouring, methought, my W. 
to ſound my Heart, and there difcover whether | MW niſime 
was really indifferent in regrd of the Marqueſs, ot not inf: 
out of Reſentment only forbore to ſpeak of him. think 
My Colour came, my Heart repreſented the un- ' after 17 


him, as not to tilk of what was agreeable to me; 
J muſt own the Queſtion puzzled me, not imagining 
the Drift of it. The Count was never at a Loſs in 


grateful Man with all his Charms, and all hi £9 2nc 
Cruelty. - ** How barbarous are you! (anſwer'd 1 Conve 
with an Air of Trouble) © why ſhould you remind Hvith a Si, 
«« me of a Man I am deſirous, you know, to ſor- e 

* YOU dE 


«© get? What Pleaſure can you find in plunging 


„ me 1 into Reflexions, it has coſt ſo dear to the Fr. 


tear from my Breaſt? Why would you have me and of 
think on the Margueſs ? Does he ſtill remember ea fu. 
me? No, no, dear Count (continued T with ney do 
ſome Emotion) there is not the leaſt Appearance not 


of it; he goes away without ſeeing me, without the Na 


«« giving me the leaſt Hopes of his Return; he duſpen! 
„ bids me Farewell for ever Ah! it's too ſprak t 


plain, I am now as indifferent to him, as ever I My Dut 
,was dear, Alas ! perhaps at this very Inſtant he ":ve b: 
offers his Addreſſes to another, and vows an eter- val on 1 
nal Conſtancy ! That Sigh, that Alan tons ar 

| (cried St. Fal, interrupting me, to prevent my | the Mar, 
giving way to Grief) informs me of what I want bear of! 
eld to know. Yes, Jenny, you are more in Loe *<quaint 
than you imagine. The Margueſs will, be ever tat wh 
Er ity and his Kinſman wretched. - . You have ' the Dul 
| 5 pro- duſpicio 
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« pronounced my Sentence, I revere it, and before 


„eight Days are over, will give you convincing 
Proofs that my Paſſion for you ſurpaſſes that of 

yours for the Marqueſs, which is in reality ſaying 
„a great deal. 

What the Count ſaid, made a deep Impreſſion: 
What Proofs ſo convincing and in ſo ſhort a 
« Time ? (replied I) What Relation can they have 
« with the Marqueſs ©*” Still more Marks of 

your tender Paſſion, (replied &. Fal with a forced 
smile) © you would not have been thus curious, had 
my Words regarded only myſelf. For your Pu- 
niſnment (added he with an agreeable Air) I ſhall 
not inform you, unleſs J have your Promife not to 
' think of the Monaſtery, you was fo full of, till 
after my Return.“ How! (cried I) will you 
go and leave me before you have ſettled me in a 
„Conrent?” How obliging (reptied 67. Fal 
with a Sign) © would that Fear be in other Circum- 
' ſtances ! * Ah, Count (continued I) how can 
„von delight in humbling me ? Can you doubt of 
the Friendſhip I have for you, which 1 owe you, 
„and of which you are fo worthy ? but take not a 
* Picaiure in giving me theſe Aarms. What Jour- 
ney do you deſign? what Myſtery is this, which 
is not to be clear'd up but upon Condition? In 
the Name of Goodneſs, keep me no' longer in 
„Suſpenſe.“ Well! chirmirg Fenn, l muſt 
ſprak then, (iaid &? Fal lifting up his Eyes:) 
' My Duty calls me to-the Army, where I ought to 


— 


— 


hwe been ſome Days before, but could not pre- 


rail on myſelf. to leave you ſarrounded with Vex⸗ 
' ations and Troubles. The Myſtery is, L-fall ſee 


hear of him: That's the Riddle. I am tos well 
acquainted with my Couſin's Character, to doubt, 
that when he knows you are at a Diſtance from 
' tne Duke, and reflects on the Injuſtige of his own 
Suſpicions, he will expire through Regret for his 


the Marque, and 1 in eight Days you may poſſiblyß 


3 Be- 
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TIE 
* Behaviour towards you; I dare venture to afim Ml - 
it. Conſider, whether ſuch a Reflexion is agree. on ſuc! 
able to me, or that upon it I can leave you with Events 
6 a ſerene Mind. ph = > 
How great is the Force of Love in à Heart that WM be lit! 
is prepoſſeſs d! No ſooner had the Count given me WM it were 
Hopes of being ſtill belov'd, and that the Marque il after t 
might perhaps return again; my diſturb'd Mind wrong} 
was no ſooner ſtruck with the charming Illuſion, ¶ can it b 
but I imbib'd without meaſure the-Sweetneſs of M Diforde 
ſuch a flattering Idea. LT was no longer uneaſy at of impr 
his intended Departure, which before I ſeem'd to Qualitic 
apprehend ; my Thoughts, outſtripping the Poſt, Wl At la 
carry St. Fal in twenty four Hours to the Army, M his End 
bring him and the 1argue/s together, overhearM trickle « 
their Diſcourſe, are Witneſſes of my Lover's Re- ergaged 
pentance, and grant his Pardon before he ſues for it. WM hip poi 
Supper being ſerv'd up, very opportunely inter- peated t 
rupted a Converſation which began to give meM nels, an 
Pain. Sz. Tal, always complaiſant, always refhin- nels wit 
edly polite, pretended not to obſerve what he too gone, b 
plainly perceiv'd ; heentertain'd me with the Plez-M atied of 
ſure he propos'd to himſelf from my Letters, ſinceſſ fort 11 
he had, he ſaid, my Leave to write to me, and Notwitl, 
was in hopes of my Anſwers. He avoided men- Heart w. 
tioning the Margue/s; but a Moment before, heWrememb: 
was blamed for recalling him to my Mind, whereas ment. 
now, if I had ſpoke my Sentiments, 1 ſhould have Count, i: 
quarrell'd with him for being ſo ready to obey me. not agre' 
Cruel Love! Fatal Paſſion ! how doſt thou diforderemploy : 
a Heart too weak and ſenſible to reſiſt thy Power! not be d. 
That very Inſtant i was indifferent, and had not determin 
for two Days mention'd my Lover, and this with-W With th: 
out the leaſt Conftraint, becauſe I thought him Honour, 
grown indifferent himſelf, Hope revaves me, |Mecrity of 
believe he £i!l loves me, and.on that AccountMct me, 
would talk continually of him. May not this been an, 
truly ſtiled Caprice? Do not the Mind and Heart kem'd ſo 
contribute their Share in theſe Diſorders of the according 
8 Judgment! 
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according to my Wiſh. I conſented on my Side 


„ 
judgment? Can any one wonder after this, that 
on ſuch a Topick, a Hiſtory containing Variety of 
Events has been built ? Alas ] were Journals taken 


of the Errors of the Heart and Mind, there would 


be little Room in Libraries for any other Subject; 
it were to be hoped, they would be finely touch'd 


aſter the Manner in which M. de Crebilln has 


wrought his Caprices of the Heart and Mind; nor 
can it be denied, how odd ſoever it may ſeem, that 
Diſorder is the Offspring of Nature. The Manner 
of improving it, muſt be the Work of Art and Senſe, 
Qualities rarely found united. = Tt = 
At lait St. Fal took his Leave; notwithſtanding 
his Endeavours to conceal his Tears, I ſaw. tlem 
trickle down; this affected me very much, and 
engaged me to give him all the Marks of Friend- 
ſhip poſſible; he was ſo well ſatisfied, that he re- 
peated the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances of his Diſintereſted- 
neſs, and the Zeal he had to promote my Happi- - 
neſs with the greateſt Sincerity. He was no ſooner 
gone, but I order'd him to be calied back; I ex- 
aded of him, that he ſhould not make the leaſt 
Efort in my Favour with regard to the Marqueſs... 
Notwithſtanding my Tenderneſs for him, my little 
Heart was nettled; haughty as it was, it could not 
remember the Offence without ſhewing a Reſent- 
ment. The Apprehenſion J was under left the 
(cunt, in order to ſerve me, ſhould take ſome Steps 
not agreeable to a Vanity well grounded, .made me 
employ a very ſingular Precaution ; that I might 


not be deceiv'd, in caſe my Lover return'd, I was. + 


determin'd his Paſſion ſhould be the only Motive. 
With this View I made Sz. Fal engage his Word of 
Honour, and promiſe to inform me with the Sin- 
cerity of a Gentleman, of all that paſs'd in regard 
af me, without ſuppreſſing the leatt Cireumſtance 
n an) Motive whatſoever. His Anſwer to this 
tem ' d fo ſincere, that I did not doubt of his acting 
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to what Sz. Fal demanded, which was, not- to 
make any Alteration in my Way of Life till his Re. 
turn. It was with Difficulty that I agreed to it; J 
ſeem'd to foreſee what was to happen. | 


The Day after the Departure of this amiable | 


Friend, I was terribly dejected. How frightful is 
Solitude, after an e Companion! It was 
in vain to have recourſe to Work or Reading, every 
thing was tedious, and no Poſſibility of amufing 
myſelf. Half the Day was ſpent. in Melancholy 
and Affli Kion. My only Comfort was the Expedda. 
tion of hearing ſoon from the Army, and would 
willingly, had it been in my Power, have abridg'd 
the Time, the ſooner to have that Satisfaction. The 
pleaſing Hope of my Lover's Return, with which 
the Count had flatter'd me, was continually. preſent 
in my Mind. What ! ſhall I behold him again 
tender and conftant? ſaid I to myſelf as often az 
the Thought occur'd. Shall I have the Happineſs 
of hoping to be his? One Moment I was in hopes, 
the next I deſpair'd ; in a Word, I could not agree 
with myſelf, and when I ſeriouſly put the Queſtion, 
What do I think? I could make no Anſwer. 
Doubting, perplex'd, I walk'd backwards and for- 
wards, look'd through the Window, went from 
one Apartment to the other, and ſuſſer'd more than 
if I had been employ'd in the moſt la borious Exer- 
ciſe. Where the Mind is oppreſs'd, the Body un- 
dergoes a great deal. | oat 

I ſupp'd and: went to Bed very early, but it was 
in vain. to cloſe my Eyes: twice 1 put. out my 
Candle, and lighted it.as often. In fine, not know- 
ing which way to turn myſelf, and quite ſpent, 
roſe to fetch a Book from my Library; the firſt I 
met with was a Pamphlet the Count lad brought the 
Day he ſet out, and, as he ſaid, much in Vogue. 
J carried this Book to Bed; in reading three or 
four Pages, 1 began to intcreſt myſelf in Favour of 
the young Lacy, whoſe-Story it related; wy 
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nuch affected, I dreaded coming to an End of what 
was ſo agreeable. I made a Pauſe, my Fears ſoon 
regarded new Objects. I loſt myſelf, if I may be 
llow'd the Expreſſion, in Favour of the lovely Ma- 
anne; methought there was a near Reſemblance 
between our Adventures. She found a Protectrice, 


the Character ſhe gives of her exactly ſuited Madame 
4 G—— Every Page furniſh'd Matter for Applica- 


tions ; 1 ftopp'd : Alas! ſaid- J, this is me; this: 
Lover, ſo tender, is the Margue/s ;- Climal M. de 
entures were 
a Reſem-- 
blance, that I ſtrain'd the Events, adjuſted the- 
Characters, and even the Converſations did not 


G —- How different ſoever theſe A 
from mine, I was fo bent upon finding 


eſcape me. 


Thus agreeably amus'd did F paſs a part of the | 


Night, and continued reading till I: had finiſhed the 


frſt Part. All IJ had in the World, would have 


been the Purchaſe of the following ones. How 
charming an Author! *. cried I to myſelf, how 
happy ſhould I be in his Acquaintance ! It's impoſ- 
ible to write with ſo much Wit and Delicacy, and 
not be exceeding amiable in Converſation. From 
thence I confider'd the Advantages ariſing from 
books. I found myſelf quite alter'd by the A- 
muſement I reap'd from ſo many different Paſſa ges. 
| refoly'd on ſetting apart a Time fot reading; 
Life, ſaid I: to myſelf, will paſs away more imper- 
ceptibly, and with leſs Regret. Such agreeable 
Kelicf is more than J could have expected. Sleep, 
at laſt, cloſed theſe Reflexions, and J paſo'd the 
Night in a Manner which ſurpaſs'd my ExpeRations. 

At Ten in the Morning. I was wak'd hy a Wo- 
man's Voice, which was exquiſitely fine, and whoſe 
Melody and Sweetneſs was ſo great, that I roſe on 


Jp:rpoſe to hear it the better. I preſently diſcover'd 


that the Perſon, who was Miſtreſs of ſo great a- 


Treaſure, lived in the Apartment over mine; the 


Windows. 
M. de Marivaux. 


1 
it 
1 
| 
{| 


Windows were open, and going to my own, I could 
diſtinguih the Words. Enchanted as I was with 
this Amuſement, L could not think of dreſſing, for 
fear of loſing the leaſt Part of this Regale. Ty, 
always extravagantly fond of Muſick, and to this 
Day it is my favourite Diverſion. 

When the Singing ceas'd, I dreſs'd myſelf, and 
then gave Directions in the Houſe Affairs; I wg. 
no Novice in them conſidering my Age, and kney 
ſomething of Oeconomy. My Aunt, as honeft a; 
a Servant could be, yet was an entire Stranger in 
Paris, It's true my Experience was ſhort: of hers 


in things of this Nature, nevertheleſs I acquitted 
myſelf tolerably well. 

Several Days paſs'd and nothing material occur'd; 
J had taken an entire Reliſh for Reading, and found 
ſo much Relief from it, that my whole Time in a 
manner was ſpent in it. I ſoon went through all 
the modern Pieces; among 


the Authors which 
pleas'd me moſt, Mæſieurs de Crebillon and de Ma- 
rivaux were chiefly diſtinguiſt'd. Had it been al- 
lowable for a young Woman to ſeek Acquaintances 
"with Men, I ſhould infallibly have endeavour'd to 
draw ſuch agreeable Perſons to my Houſe ; I envy'l. 
the Happineſs of thoſe. who enjoy'd their Conver 
ſation. Where a Book gains our Favour, the Au- 
thor commonly comes in for his Share: in a Word, 
Reading was a Refuge, and often a Pleaſure to me. 
By way of Variety, Muſick was ſometimes indulged, 
I: had made an Acquaintance with the young Gen- 
tlewoman who ſung fo well, and whoſe Voice at 
the very firſt charm'd me ſo much. 


and enticing Sweetueſs of Temper. 
She gain'd my Affections from the Beginning, and 
without examining into her Conduct, I plac'd an 
entire Confidence in her. 

She dined with me almoſt daily ; ard. when ſhe 
miſs'd, it was, as ſhe ſaid, that I might do _ the 
ame 


She was 2 
Perſon of Family, about twenty two, of an infinite 
deal of Wit, 
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ame Favour. As to:the remaining Part of the Day, 
we had neither of us taken it into our Head 
to paſs it together. I lived fo very retired, that 
probably ſhe would not venture to propoſe going 
Abroad ; or rather, ſhe did not think proper to in- 


terrupt her own Way of Life, to which I was an 


utter Stranger, and be grave with me, when the 
might enjoy ſo much Company . a Motive I had 


not been acquainted with, but for: an Adventure 


which befell me ſoon after, and taught me how im- 


prudent a young Woman is who grows familiar with 
Strangers, particularly of her own Sex; otherwiſe 
[ might very innocently have beenentangled in ſome 
dangerous Engagements, without being able to ex- 
tricate myſelf from them. What Hazards do young 


Women runwhen abandon'd to themſelves, and how 
litle do they know of the. Snares which may be 


aid for them Without a large Share of Diſcretion, 
and this ſupported by the. beſt Advice, they ſeldom 


eſcape the Ambuſhes prepared for their Rum. Hap- 


pily I did not buy this Experience too dear; but 1 
have leſs Reaſon to thank my own Diſcretion, than 
Heaven, which open'd my Eyes, and diſcovered 
the Danger to which I was expoſed. i 
One Evening when the Moon ſhone very bright 1 
went to the Window. for the Benefit of the Air. I. 
began to reflect with great Anxiety on my not 


tearing from the Army ;. three Weeks were paſs d 


without any News from the Count, though he had 
promis'd to write on his Arrival. I was racking 
my Imagination, I ſay, to find out the Cauſe of 


this Neglect, when Mademoiſelle Funia, ſhe that 


ſung ſo well, came into my, Chamber, and atk'd me 
0. honour her with my Company at Supper; I'm 
extremely dull to day (ſaid ſhe) and 1 know no- 
*body but yourſelf that can divert a Melancholy 
' which overwhelms me without my being able to 
diſcover the Reaſon: Can you be ſo cruel as to 
leave me init? The Diſpoſition I was in, ſo much 

reſembled 


v 
| 
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reſembled what ſhe deſcribed, that I very chearful. 


ly accepted of her Propoſal. * We'll be a long time 
© at Table, we'll ſing, this perhaps may enliven us 
© both, for you ſeem as grave as myſelf. A little 
* Diforder ſhould now and then be indulg' d to keep 
© up our Spirits, and in my Opinion (added ſhe) 
good Cheer is of great Efficacy for that Purpoſe. 
Tagreed to what ſne advanced, and followed her 
with a kind of Satisfaction at being diverted from 
my Uneaſineſs ; this drew a thouſand Acknowledg. 
ments from her in return for my Complaiſance. 

In effect, the Meal was ſprightly, which is not 
uſual between two Women. Funia's ſparkling 
Turns of Wit made my laugh very heartily. Ne. 
vertheleſs, I could not ſincerely approve of ſome 
Expreſſions ſhe let fall from time to time; as of. 


ten as this happen'd I look'd. very grave; but ſhe 


banter'd me, mimick'd my Countenance, and by 
that Means oblig'd me to quit it, rallying me for 
my Preciſeneſs. Are we not alone? (ſaid ſhe) nobody 
© hears us, and may we not, as we are Friends and 
of the ſame Sex, make ourſelves amends for the 
© ſevere Reſtraint in which we are educated, and 
which Decency obliges us to obſerve ?* Mademii- 
felle Funia was certainly the moſt artful Creature in 


the World, as will appear by the following Contri- 


a Woman to be dreaded ! But to proceed. 
As ſhort as our Acquaintance was, ſhe might 
very well be convinced that I was virtuous :. ſhene- 


vance : How much 15 the Converſation of ſuch 


ver ſaw any Man with me; I lived at my Eaſe, 


and ſaid little of my own Affairs. All ſhe could 


imagine at moſt, was, that I was a young Widow | 


well provided for, and ſo much concern'd for the 


late Loſs of a beloved Huſband, that I. avoided 


Company. I was one Day at Church with her, and 
it was no unuſual thing. for me to be ſtared at. 
An Acquaintance of this Gentlewoman's was migh- 
tily ſmitten with me, and. to be ſure had _ 
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ed to be introduced; to effect this, ſhe had for 
one Days paſt often propos'd making a Set at 
Quadrille in my Apartment. My Complaiſance 
was a ſufficient Pretext and natural enough, but my 
Anſwer had been ſo poſitive on the Subject, and I 
had ſo plainly ; told her, that, excepting herſelf, I 
would ſee no. Company, that ſhe did not dare pur-- 
fue, the Project. Her Contrivance to work her 
Ends will preſently appear. When I reſlect on my 
nrrow Eſcape, I tremble to this Day. Heaven 
inſpir'd me, as we ſhall ſee. | 


y, ply'd me frequently with a ſmall Muſcadine 
Wine, which pleaſed me exceedingly. Notwith- 
finding my natural Temperance, I could not re- 
frain from this bewitching Liquor. By Degrees IL 
grew very Cheerful, and at laſt went ſo far as a 
Song, which I had never done in her Company. 


my Voice, or diſſembled it ſo well, that I was ea- 
ily perſuaded I deſerved the Praiſes ſhe beftow'd 
on me. Real'y (ſaid ſhe). a Perſon loſes a great. 
deal that is a Stranger to ſo charming a Creature; 
and you are certainly in the right to ſhun Men's 
Company, ſince you have ſo. little Reliſh for them ; 
' otherwiſe with ſo much Beauty and ſo fine a Voice 
you would never be free from them, they would 
' purſue you every where, and weary you with 
their continual Importunities.? bc | 
[ anſwered her Gallantry,' and. was not behind 
hand with her in Compliments. © Well then (ſaid ſhe, 
hiking her Forehead) © we'll divert ourſelves royal- 
ly. Do you know I am a little maddiſh, and my 
Delight is to appear different from what I am? 
' ] love to acts the Man, and do it. better than 
any one. Aſk my Women, (who was ſtanding by) 


lay a Wager you don't know me in my Diſguiſe.” 
could not forbear laughing at this new Humour, 


and. 


[ 


The artful Junia, who aimed to make me very. 


before. Funia- was ſo taken with the Sweetneſs of 


Til make love to you. I (continued ſhe) and Li 
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reſembled what ſhe deſcribed, that I very chearful. * 8 
ly accepted of her Propoſal. © We'll be a long tine Mi, crit 
© at Table, we'll ſing, this perhaps may enliven ug by 4 ſu 
© both, for you ſeem as grave as myſelf. A little * 
Piſorder ſhould now and then be indulg'd to keep Mund © ö 
* up our Spirits, and in my Opinion (added ſhe) Iould ſe 
good Cheer is of great Efficacy for that Purpoſe, Nie the 
T agreed to what ſne advanced, and followed her lr, 5: wi! 
with a kind of Satisfaction at being diverted from Ml, .c-ow 
my Uneaſineſs; this drew a thouſand Acknowledg. aſpir'd ; 
ments from her in return for my Complaiſance. The a 


In effect, the Meal was ſprightly, which is not my, pl) 
uſual between two Women. Funia's ſparkling ine v 
Turns of Wit made my laugh very heartily. Ne. WM ding 
vertheleſs, I could not ſincerely approve of ſome Hain fro 
Expreſſions ſhe let fall from time to time; as of New ver 
ten as this happen'd I look'd. very grave; but ſhe dong, w 
banter' d me, mimick'd my Countenance, and byMW.7:- 

that Means oblig'd me to quit it, rallying me ſor H Voice 
my Preciſeneſs. Are we not alone? (ſaid ſhe) nobody I perſu 
© hears us, and may we not, as we are Friends and In me. 
© of the ſame Sex, make ourſelves amends for the (ea! th: 
«© ſevere Reſtraint in which we are educated, and and yo 
* which Decency obliges us to obſerve ? Maden. Compa 

elle Funia was certainly the moſt artful Creature in otherw. 
the World, as will appear by the following Contr you wo 
vance : How much ought the Converſation of {uch purſue 
a Woman to be dreaded ! But to proceed. their co 

As ſhort as our Acquaintance was, ſhe might I anſw 
very well be convinced that I was virtuous : - ſhe ne- and with 
ver ſaw any Man with me; I lived at my Eaſe hiking he 
and ſaid little of my own Affairs. All ſhe could ly. Do 
zmagine at moſt, was, that I was a young Widow Delight 
well provided for, and fo. much concern'd for th] love « 
late Loſs of a beloved Huſband, that I avoided any one 

Company. I was one Day at Church with her, and Tl mak. 

it was no unuſual thing for me to be ſtared at hy a W 
An Acquaintance of this Gentlewoman's was migh could n 
tily ſmitten with me, and to be ſure had deſir 
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Wt t be introduced; to effect this, ſhe had for 
earful. 


ome Days paſt often propos'd making a Set at 
g time Quadrille in my Apartment. My Complaiſance 
ven us cas a ſufficient Pretext and natural enough, but my 
little I Anſwer had been ſo poſitive on the Subject, and LI 
0 keep Mad ſo plainly told her, that, excepting herſelf, I 
xd ſhe) Mrould ſee no Company, that ſhe did not dare pur- 
rpoſe, Nhe the Project. Her Contrivance to work her 
ed her Mrnds will preſently appear. When I reſlect on my 
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wledg: npir'd me, as we ſhall ſee. 18 
de. Tze artful Juxia, who aimed to make me very 
1 15 not ey, ply'd me frequently with a ſmall Muſcadine 


rkling wine, which pleaſed me exceedingly. Notwith- 


. Ne. unding my natural Temperance, I could not re- 
ſome ain from this bewitching Liquor. By Degrees I 


as of- grew very Cheerful, and at laſt went ſo far as a 
ut ſhe ons, which I had never done in her Company 
nd by W-fore. Funia- was ſo taken with the Sweetneſs of 
me for M Voice, or diſſembled it ſo well, that I was ea- 
obody Wir perſuaded J deſerved the Praiſes ſhe beſtow'd 
ds and n me. Really (ſaid ſhe). a Perſon loſes a great 
or theſß deal that is a Stranger to ſo charming a Creature; 
d, and and you are certainly in the right to ſhun Men's 


adenni: Company, ſince you have ſo little Reliſh for them; 
ture in otherwite with ſo much Beauty and ſo fine a Voice 
Contr you would never be free from them, they would 
of ſuchſ purſue you every where, and weary you with 
| their continual Importunities.? 0 
might 1 anſwered her Gallantry, and. was not behind 
ſhe ne and with her in Compliments. © Well then (ſaid ſhe, 
Ease hiking her Forehead) we'll divert ourſelves royal- 


could ly. Do you know I am a little maddiſh, and my 
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Delight is to appear different from what I am? 
love to act the Man, and do it better than 
any one. Aſk my Women, (who was ſtanding by) 
[ll make love to you. I (continued ſhe) * and [il 
lay a Wager you don't know me in my Diſguiſe. 


mihi could not forbear laughing at this new Humour, 
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:rrow Eſcape, I tremble to this Day. Heaven 
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and aſſured her, that whatever Shape ſhe appeared 


ear 

in, the would always be agreeable to me w. Diga 
« will try that, faid ſhe. Juſt as ſhe was ſpeaking, Beſide 
ſomebody knock'd at the Door. © Eh, good God in my 
(cried ſhe) © who is this come to interrupt us? Gg a ſerio 
* ſee (continued ſhe to her Chambermaid) I am rot revens 
Nat Home to anybody, but my Friend St. Clare, WW this a; 
Her I'll admit of, ſhe is as mad as myſelf ; but rear a1 
as for any other, mum. Ag ET thing, 
This Order made me eaſy, I was apprehenſive M to the 
of Company, for befides that I was all undreſſed, MW (ay ver 
J had laid it down as a Rule to ſee nobody. What IM © wt 
Funia pretended to gueſs, came. to paſs ; it wa i © 2d 
the Friend ſhe mentioned, ſhe was very dgreeable « ge 
and we ſoon came acquainted. Thou art come Thi: 
very ſeaſonably (ſaid Fuma;) thou wilt partake lour; 
of the Comedy lam going to act, and ſhalt judge I much 
* as well as the fair Widow.“ The Gentlewoman en. picions 
quir'd very gravely what we were going to do, and an Inte 
being informed, *©* You can't imagine (aid ſhe o ever, o 
me very joyfully) * how diverting ſhe is in Men's WM I ſpok 
Clothes: No, her Humour is beyond Expreſſion: MW Sulpici 
About ſix Months ago, ſhe was thus diſguiſed nM a back 
© the Country, made Love for three Days to a very Ml thence 
pretty Woman, and managed her Addreſſes o diately 
well, as to make a Conqueſt ;- the unraveling of tie tancy, 
© Plot was excellent. The Country Gentlewoman tion, v 
* was ſo diſappointed at the Metamorphoſis, that WE quainta 


© ſhe took to her Bed. She had always proteſted a-M Correſ; 
5 oainſt Matrimony, but this mad Creature gave her I wa 
« fucha hankering after it, that ſhe very fairly took Wl bara, 
«©. unto her.“ This Story made me laugttheartily, and ha 
and inclined me to judge by myſelf if ſhe acted her I the De 
Part fo well, as they pretended. I did not wait long, M but I. 


the Gentleman ſoon made his Appearance. ed hea 
He began with an eaff Air throwing himſelf her ow 
ſometimes at my Feet, ſometimes at the Stranger's Nev 


He wore a very handſome Maſk, a Precaution 1 at the! 
imagin'd Jania had taken to make the Scene ap- my bel 
ä + nn 


ear more natural. The Confidence J had in the 
Diſguiſe prevented my ſuſpecting any foul Play. 
Beſides, S. Clare confirmed me by her Example 


in my Security. When I put the Maſk away in 
a ſerious Manner, he pretended to reſent it, and 
revenge himſelf by preferring Sz. Clare to me. All 


this appeared ſo natural, that I was impoſed on for- 


rear an Hour. But at laſt I began to miſtruſt ſome- 
thing, when under pretence of addreſſing himſelf 
to the treacherous Sz. Clarè, I could hear him 
fay very diſtinctly; “ She is a lovely Creature; but 
« contrive ſome Means of putting an End to the Co- 


« wedy. I can hold out no longer ; nor do I ſee to 
aut purpoſe. \ 


This ſurpriſed me prodigioufly, and made me co- 


lour; I found out the Contrivance, but was ſo 


much Miſtreſs of myſelf as not to betray my Suſ- 
picions. I plaid cunning on my Side, and roſe with 
an Intention to ſlip away, but was prevented; how- 


| ever, on alledging a Neceflity for withdrawing, (and: 
| ſpoke out as if I miſtruſted nothing, to give no. 


Sulpicion,) the Chamber-maid conducted me into 
a back Room; there was private Deor open'd from. 
thence upon the Stairs, which L knew, and imme- 
diately made my Eſcape with the utmoſt Precipi- 
tancy, thanking Heaven as J ran, for my Preſerva- 
tion, with a firm Reſolution to make no more Ac- 
quaintantes of my own head, and to break off all 
Correſpondence with ſo dangerous a Friend. 


I was ſcarce got down, but was purſued. Bar- 


lara, whom I prompted, ſaid, I was going to Bed, 
and had forbid her to let in any one. Funia at 


the Door uſed all Endeavours to have it opened, 


but T was not to be prevailed on; andthe return- 


ed heartily mortified, I believe, to be the Dupe of 


her own Plot. | 


Nevertheleſs, inſtead of going to Bed, I watch'd 
at the Keyhole, to be aſcertain'd of what I ſuſpected: 
my belief was, that Fuuia had ſubſtituted a Man in 

| ED — a 
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ker Place, doubtleſs to give him an Opportunity of 
being acquainted. I was not miſtaken ; I diſcern'd 
by the Light of a Flambeau, which a Servant car. 
ried, the Clothes of him who acted the ſuppoſed 
Part. He ſeem'd young and handſome, and. was 
leading Sz. Clare, who too be ſure was in the Secret, 
for they ſtopped oppoſite to my Door, and, by wiat 
I heard, I had Reaſon to think the Gentleman was 
much taken with me. This made me reſolve to be 
very circumſpe& for the future againſt ſuch Ad- 
ventures, However, this was not the laſt 

The next Day Funia came to ſee me, but could 
not get Admittance, and might plainly ſee J was 
a ppris'd of her intended Project. She wrote to 
me; her Letter was return'd unopened. She talk d 
with my Aunt, and told her to inform me, that 
ſhe was much ſurpriſed, I ſhould quarrel with her 
on Account of a harmleſs Frolick. All this was 
lot Labour, and I was fa reſolute. in my Conduct, 
that at laſt ſhe thought fit not to moleſt me any 
longer. . | "Ml 5 v6 

But the Spark who had taken ſo much pains, 
would nat defiſt : the more Difficulty, the more ar- 
dent the Lover, as it uſually happens. He wrote 
Letters, came to the Door in twenty different Di- 
guiſes, without any Succeſs. I was.always on my 
guard in Perſon, miſtruſting Barbara's Simplicity, 
and therefore it was no eaſy matter to ſurpriſe: me. 
| Being at work one Day in my Chamber, there 
was thrown in, doubtleſs from Funia's Window, a 
Packet ſealed up, which being very heavy fell with 
ſome Noiſe; I took it up, and found it directed 
for me ; beiides a Letter inclos'd, as I imagin'd, 


there was certainly. a large Sum in Gold. I bluſh'd, . 


and knew not how to behave. What cou'd I do! 
To carry it back myſelf to Junia, was what they 
aim'd at. If I ſent it by my Aunt, they might 
either pretend I kept it, or take an Opportunity 
ſome Days after to demand it, and under that 
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Pretext force a Viſit upon me, which I endeavour'd 

{ much td. HO 3 N 
I ſpent above an Hour thinking on a thouſand 


different things, and at laſt came to à Reſolution. 


] ſent Barbara to the Pariſh Church with a Let- 
ter to a diſcreet Curate, whoſe Probity was univer- 
{lly known: I begg'd the Favour of ſeeing. him 
immediately on an Affair of the laſt Conſequence. 
did not in the leaſt doubt of his ſpeedy Com- 
ante. 1 E 51 D302 
My Aunt's Back was ſcarce turn'd, when I be- 
gan to reflect on what I had done. I had always 
heard it laid down as a Maxim, that prudent Per- 
ſons ought never to give Men of a certain Cloth 
a Handle to meddle in their Affairs, there being 
often reaſon to repent it afterwards, It was natural 
to enquire who I was; my Youth, and the Charms 
I was flattered with, might occaſion Queſtions and 
Enquiries. And what Anſwer could I make ? In 
owning the Truth, I might draw upon myſelf 


Exhortations and Remonſtrances. Beſides, could 1 
depend on being believed, and the Aſſeverations of 


my virtuous Diſpoſition admitted? If I acknow- 
ledged who J was, I muit expect no very favour- 
able Interpretations to be paſſed on my eaſy Cir- 
cumſtances, and a ſuperiour Authority employ'd 
to oblige me to return to my Parents. This Thought 
terrified me; I reſolved to be very reſerved, and to 
behave in ſuch a manner with regard to the Clergy- 
man] expected, as to give him no hold. I reckoned 
much on the good Character I had Reaſon to ex- 
pet, if my way of Life ſhould be enquired into, 
knowing 1 could not be taxed with, any thing from 
the time I came into the Houſe. Nobody knew 
any thing of me, which is no {mall Advantage 
to a young Woman, whoſe Reputation is in its 


greateſt Luſtre when it furniſhes nothing for Con- 


verſation. 


8 The 


——— * 
„ 000 
+ - 


Her 
The Clergyman follow'd my Aunt. As ſoon ay 


he came, I inform'd him of the Difficulty I was in, V wa 
and the Occaſion of it. His Behaviour was ſuch I „ver 
as gave me great Satisfaction; he heard what ! , unde 
ſaid, and did not ſeem inquifitive after more than Na- 55. 
J was inclin'd to acquaint him withall. This gain- // ala, 
ed my Confidence, Eſteem and Reſpect. He con. m an 
mended my Conduct very much, and aſſured me, , / 
I had nothing to fear from their Attempts : he My an 
exhorted me to avoid ſeeing any Company that F Prejudice 
could not depend on, and lamented the Danger: 927 Hap 
thoſe were expoſed to, who ated otherwiſe; the a E, 
Ruin of many, as he aſſured me, was . owing Wi; Vora 
entirely to it> Without treſpaſſing on Charity, he Mich Fe 
ſaid, the Perſon's Character, who lived in the Maris; / 
Apartment above me, was ſuſpected, and conſe. hr Paz 
-quently that I ought to break off all Commerce with / tbe Ve 
her. | | it, ao 
This diſcreet Clergyman carried away the ſealed d 5% 
Packet, and left me much edified with his Be- 
haviour. What Methods he took, I know not, but ! 
never heard any more of Fania or her Companions. 
I thought myſelf very happy in having employ'd MW The re 
ſo efficacious a Remedy, and returned Heaven my hf Trem 
thanks for its Succeſs. | pierced t 
The following Day was an Era of new Croſſes: pity on r 
I received two Letters, one from the Army, the HAlteratio 
other from Fer /a:lles. | Ions ? H 
Notwithſtanding my Earneſtneſs to hear ſome ? Alas 
Tidings of the inconſtant Marqueſs, Curioſity pre. Wo get r. 
vail'd on me to open the ſecond; in reality; it ]Watier. 
was very extraordinary to. receive a Letter from Mvith this, 
thoſe Parts; beſides that I had no Correſpon- Neneroſit 
dence with any, one there, nobody knew how to manner: 
direct to me, exceping Melicourt, and I knew Pon ſhou! 
him too well to doubt his Diſcretion, and yet it Condué 
was wrote at length. This ſurpris'd me, and I Have exp 
reſolved to clear up the Myſtery ; but how was Now cou 
ſtruck to find it came from the old Marqueſs ! It NVerſion 


was as follows. 


1077. 


on ag 


18 in, ain do you y me, charming Jenny; wheres 
ſuch eder you hide yourſelf, or whatever Quality you 
hat I we under, 1 ſhall alauays know where | you are and 
than / yen are about. I eafely gueſs how much this 
gain⸗ will alarm you, and the Reflexions which ewill\ ariſe 
com. n an Accident fo unexpected: But, make yourſelf 
me, %, J am more in your Intereft than you imagine, 
: be Mid am /o far from turning my Knowledge to your 
lat F Prejudice, that 1 am reſolwved to be the firſt in fixing 


uur Happineſs. Remember, a Man of my Character 
„ an Enemy to Deceit, and cannot be worſe than 


Ngers 
the 


wing i Vord; conſequently, beware of taking any Steps 
„ he Mich Fear may ſuggeſt. To morrow I ſhall be at 


1 the 
onle- 
with 


en Fault, if you do not receive conuinging Proofs 
uf the Value I ſet on your Virtue : I am no Stranger 
1it, which is no ſmall matter. One Trial more, 


ealed N jou vill know how much value I you. 

Be- | Fs | | 
but! | The Marqueſs of L. V. 
non. noel ne 
loyd The reading of this Letter threw me into a Fit 
my of Trembling, dubious as I was what to do, and 

pierced to my very Soul. Heavens, cried I, have 
ſes: Mhity on me and aſſiſt me] What means this ſudden 
the FWAlteration? What can be the old Margueſs's De- 


igns? How can he, contribute to make me hap- 
ſome y? Alas! I am certainly betrayed by his Son, who, 
pre. Wo get rid of me at once, ſacrifices me to his 


Paris; 1 ſhall wait on you, 4% it ewill be jour 


„it Father. It is certainly ſo; the Parent, fatisfied _ 


from MWvith this, lays aſide his Hatred, and either thro? 
pon- {W6cneroſity- or Policy, will ſettle me in ſuch a 
„ to manner as may prevent any Accident, in caſe his 


:new Pon ſhould happen to relent. But how cruel is ſuch 
et it Conduct! continued I in Tears. Could J ever 
nd I {Wave expeded ſo much Barbarity from a Lover ? 
as | Now could he foreſee, that his Father's Threats and 


\verſton would give place to Generoſity ? 


1 


I 


Þ 


1 
8 — U % * * 


80 
{448 ] : 
J was fo taken up with theſe Reflexions, that | T kne 
forgot St. Fal's Letter, which had been ſo long ei. but 1 
pected and ſo earneſtly deſired. At laſt I open d i. Horrc 


A freſh Subject of Aftoniſhment and Tears. : 
= Jenny, in hopes of ſending you jomething materiq| 2412 


The Apprehenſion of "making you uncaſy by d lng « WF, 
Delay prevails on me to avrite, 15 I have mth Chafr 
but diſagreeable News lo fend. I promi ſed to hit 


nothing from you ; otherwiſe would not acquaint jay, fs 
that s did not meet with the Marqueſs avhen * kim = 
rived at the Camp, and that he is not as yet return'( 4 82 
oom an Expedition, on æohich, at his oven Regueſ, V ya 


he was ſent; this gives great Uneaſimeſs 10 all hi ſumiſhe 
Friends, leſi he ſhould be taken Priſoner.. His Fer. ; 


wants, whom ] have queſtion d, as well as fewerdl lng 
Officers, afſure me he came hither very melanchih; ©, ot 
though he firove in wain to hide it: it is fuppo;'d, 3 
he is chagrined, and that in order to divert his Un. 4 9 8 
eaſmeſs, he procured this C ommand. I avas not 41 = W 
4 baſs to gueſs his AMiction. You chnnot be ſonſitl; of 4, 
Mademoiſelle, of the great Part you bear in it; ltho 
be not, however, too much concern d, wwe may hav Pup gy. 
Some Account of this dear Relation. I fhall not fail + + C 
to communicate it ta, you inflantly, It's general We. g 
thought the Campaign will be but ſhort, and tha OW 309 
after a Battle, which is continually, look'd for an f greate 
much deſired, we ſhall be ſent into Quartiers: | 1 ty B 
pleaſe myſelf with the Notion, ſince it avill bring nt 7 YOM: 
" nearer to you and I think there cannot be a greates c my Bi 
Pleaſure than to ſee you, or Merit than to deferat «7, : 5 
Jour Eſteem. | R$ e e n Frog y 
From the Can. | h ST. Fat, 1 pref, 

| | send 

Our Attachment to a beloved Object never e. Dru 


erts itſelf with greater Force, than when we art 
on the point of loſing it. My Notion of Wa 
was certainly very imperfect; yet no 


' to fall 
* of you 
Vol. I 


| DSS a> 5 
I know that the Margueſs's Life was in Danger, 
but my Imagination repreſented it with all its 
Horrors. O Heaven! cried I all in Tears, why 
am I thus overwhelm'd on all Sides at once ? Hoõ.W- 
am I to ſurvive it? What can ſo many Afflictions 
one upon another portend ? Do they not preſage 
br Wl the greateſt of Misfortunes ? But I am prepar'd to 
erial, undergo every thing, provided my Lover be ſafe, 
long and eſcape the Dangers to which his Courage and 
nothing WY Chagrin expoſe him. How unfortunate was I, not 
'o bie to juſtify myſelf before his Departure! Perhaps my - 
nt jou, Innocence might have reſtored him to me, and made 
, kim careful of a Life, he ought to preſerve for 
eturn'd my Sake. 5 | 
eee I ſhall not relate all the Expoſtulations my Grief 
all "0 firtiſh'd on this occaſion. Why ſhould I tire you, 
's ,o Reader, with the Recital of my Tears? Hi- 
ſeveral 1:0 they have been but too plentiful ; a little - 
anchoh, Patience, the time will come, when they will be wiped 
pos a, away, and this Truth demonſtrated, that the Hap- 
1s Un pineſs which Virtue procures for us, can never be 


that! 
g ez. 
n'd it, 


Ss by too dearly bought. | | | 
ſen „ Altho' I had Time to prepare for the old Mar- 
3 4 | Pk Viſit, I found myſelf 1 confounded 


Kr, when he appeared. His Preſence hiade me ſenſible 
mt f Pp of the great Diſtance between us, knowing he was 
wow ; now acquainted with my Origin. Can Pride receive 
„a greater Check? However, I took upon me 2 
for r as to conquer my - Bluſhes and Confuſion. 1 
„1% nf ved to be the firſt in mentioning the Meanneſs 
"> oo my Birth, in order to prevent him; this Expe- 
10 fer dient I owe to my Vanity. © Is it poſſible, my 
Lord, (ſaid I receiving him with great Reſpect, 
paid preſenting a Chair) © that you ſhould conde- 
end to fee me after the Diſcovery you have 
erer el ade? What Compariſon is * between a 
we all Country Girl, one who has been fo unhappy as 
of Wall. to fall under your Diſpleaſure, and a Nobleman 
ner du of your Rank? Whence comes ſuch a Diſtincti- 
Vor. Ul. G | on 
„ 


ers: | 


1 
on which I have no ways deſerved ?“ —_ 
Let us have no more of that, lovely Jenny (aid 
the Marqueſs making me ſit down :) I have ng 
longer the Reaſon of Complaint, I had former]y 
© againſt you; and that Virtue, of which I have 
«© received convincing Proofs, has created a due Pe. 
*-gard for one who is ſo worthy of it. We'll {ay 
nothing of your Birth: not but I was mightily 
taken with your candid Acknowledgment ; 7 
ſtroke that does not want its Force, nor eſcape my 
© Obſervation. A mean Birth is the capricious Ef. 
© feft of Chance, never to be called in mind, but 
© when Vice deforms it; whereas Prudence and noble 
Actions ſtrip it of all that is contemptible, and caf 
a Luſtre upon it, not inferior to that of King, 
when no falſe Step is made in the thorny Paths 
of Virtue. I ſhall ſay no more on this Head; 
you having, my dear Girl, leſs need of InſtruQtons 
than others, as your Education has been very ex- 
traordinary. What I have to ſay is of a different 
Nature; but before I explain myſelf any farther, 
] defire you will tell me, with that Candour ſo 
becoming Virtue and Honour, upen what Terms 
you are with my Son ? I have Reaſons for aſking 
this Queſtion, and if your Anſwer prove fatil- 
factory, it will lay an Obligation on me, and you 
© ſhall never repent having explain'd yourſelf on 
Subject J have more at Heart than you imagine, 
© Truth and a thorough Confidence in me, carry a 
greater weight in my Judgment. than any other 
_ © Qualifications. | 


A 


VVV 


When the old Marqueſs wrote his Intention ol 
making me a Viſit, J expected to ſuffer very much 


from the Converſation; but I little thought it would 
turn on ſuch an important Subject: I was the more 
terrified, being attack'd in the moſt ſenſible Part, 
All Evaſions appear'd uſeleſs ; I had one of tis 
ſubtleſt of Men to deal with, whoſe Penetration wa 
ſurpriſing. While he ſpoke what I have mention d. 
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(152 ] | 
his Eyes were fix d upon me, and he ſeem'd to ſearch 
with me the ſecret Receſſes of my Heart. How 
could I withſtand ſo terrifying an Aſſault? There was 
nothing left but to act with the Sincerity, he pretend- 
ed to value ſo much, if I propos'd to ſucceed with 
one of his Turn, and that Method I took. One never 
faulters in ſpeaking the Truth. | | 

« It would be in vain, my Lord (anſwer'd I after 
a Moment's Pauſe) to deny that your Son has been 
«dear to me; he is Maſter of ſuch endearing Quali- 
« ties, and which beſpeak ſo much Probity, that my 
« Heart could not poſſibly reſiſt ſo large a Share of 
« Merit. I ſhould be wanting to that Sincerity, of 


„which you appear ſo jealous, if I diſſembled on 


« this Occaſion. I might employ the Word Efeem 
« inſtead of Lowe, but I will not impoſe upon you ; 
« I did hv your Son with all the Sincerity I am 
« capable of; and had not his late Behaviour inter- 
« fer'd, I might ſtill preſerve the ſame Regards: I 
dare not ſay they are no more; I am not ſuſh- 
« ciently acquainted with myſelf, to know perfectly 
my ſecret Sentiments. It is to no purpole for me 
eto dwell any longer on this Subject, as I can add 
nothing more to what I have ſaid ; your Experi- 
« ence. may perhaps make greater Diſcoveries.” 

The old Marqueſs ſeem'd tranſported at my ſincere 
Manner of expreſſing myſelf. © You are exceeding 
charming (ſaid he) and my Eſteem for you redou- 
* bles, of which I will give you convincing Proofs. 
On your Side, continue to ſpeak the Truth. Tell 
me firſt what your Deſigns are, and then, with the 
ſame Sincerity, own from whom you receive where- 
© withal to furniſh your Expences. Whilſt my Son 
and Se. Fal were here, I eaſily believe you wanted 
for nothing: But, ſuppoſe you never hear more of 
either of them, how will you contrive to go on as 
you have begun? Look upon me, my pretty Crea- 
ture, as your Friend. Baniſh that Fear and Trou- 
*ble I ſee in you, there is no Occaſion for them. 

G 2 E 


from wiſhing you were ſhut up in 1 
I would be the firſt to oppoſe it- | 


15293 
Did I not truly intereſt myſelf in your Behalf, ! 
© ſhould not enquire into theſe Particulars.” Alas! 
*© my Lord, (replied I with a Sigh) you remind me 
oe = the Imprudence of my Conduct, for which my 
«© Reaſon has often reproach'd me. It was with ſome 


Difficulty your Nephew prevail'd on me to accept 


of the Tokens, by which his Generoſity ſhew'd1t- 
«« ſelf in my Regard. Some time ago I reſolv'd to 


© ſpend my Days in a Monaſtery, and mere than 


s once I have preſſed him to crown the Work, by 
<« aflifting me in the Execution of that Deſign.” 
© You always talk of Sz. Fal, whom you don't love, 


_ (cried the Marqueſs, flyly interrupting me)“ and never 


once mention my Son in all this Proviſion. Vet, it's 
© more natural to attribute your little Revenue to 
him than to my Nephew. The Advantage of being 
© belov'd by him My Lord, I tell you the 
Truth, (replied I, interrupting in my Turn ;) I 
«© will not abſolutely fay, that the Margue/s has no 


Share in what has been done for me; but this I 
am poſitive in, that what I have received hither. | 


&* to, has been from your Nephew's Hands; and 
e under what Title would you imagine? As ſo 
much lent, for ſo he generouſly called it, to be 
* repaid if ever Fortune ſhould put it in my Power. 
* A Train of Events, continually alarming me, 
have thus far prevented my coming to ſome Re- 


« ſolution Good God! my dear Girl, 


(cried the Marqueſ:) © I don't pretend to put you 
upon juſtifying yourſelf ; you owe me no ſuch De- 


* ference ; your Conduct is without Reproach, as 1 


© have been well ſatisfied a great while; and fo far 
a Monaſtery, 
cuſe, lovely 

* Tenny, the perplexing . Queſtions I put to you; 
* it is in order to fix upon ſomething in your Re- 

* gard, and to juſtify that Eſteem I conceived for 

« you the firſt Moment we were acquainted. This 
Candour, this Sincerity, which I have now er- 
= % 4 
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e perienced, convince me that your Sentiments place 
« you in a Rank not inferior to Women of the beſt 
„Quality. I beg I may be favour'd with your 
Friendſhip, and have your Leave to cultivate it. L 
have great Deſigns. in your Behalf ; give me but 
Time to bring them to Perfection; in the mean 
* while, go on as you have begun; I come often to 
Paris, ſometimes ſpend whole Weeks there, and 
* then ſhall be a conſtànt Viſitor: be eaſy as to the 
* Time to come; Care will be taken. I am obliged. 
© to leave you at preſent, but in two Days you may 
depend on — from me.“ Saying theſe Words, 
which ſurpris'd me extremely, the old Margueſ role, 
was very complaiſant on the Subject of my Shape 
and Charms; adding, he often thought of my ſine 
Neck, that he intended to invite me to Dinner, to 
have the Pleaſure of hearing me ſing again.“ After 
a great deal more of the like nature, he left me 
much aſtoniſn'd at what had paſs c. 

in effect, what could: E divine? Was it natural 
to think that the very Man, Who had expreſs'd him- ; 
ſelf againſt me with ſo much Bitterneſs, was fo ſud- 
cenly changed? Had he not endeavour'd to ſeeure 
me in a Convent r Life? Was I not ſtill the ſame: 
Jenny, that little Country Girl, who had engaged 
the Son in vexatious Affairs, and obliged the Father 
to employ his utmoſt Intereſt ? And ſince that, had 
| not impos'd upon him under a feign'd Name? 
hence therefore ſhould come ſuch a ſudden Altera- 
tion? Could my Charms extend their Empire over 
the Father as well as the Son ?. If this Piece of Va- 
nity might be indulged, had I not greater Reaſon ta 
iread this Nobleman than ever? It could not be im- 
puted as a Crime if I ſhun'd him heretofore, and a- 
voided falling into his Hands; Self-preſervation is 
always natural : But ſhould I not be juſtly con- 
demn'd, if I accepted of a Reconciliation, which 
Wubtleſs was offer'd with ſome View, perhaps in- 

e G 3 . com- 
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compatible with Reputation and Virtue? Cruel Al. 


ternative ! How was I perplex'd! 
The Day was ſpent with weighing theſe Things 


in my Mind; yet, notwithſtanding my Appre- 
henſions, a blind Confidence carried it in favour 


of this Nobleman. Why ſhould he deceive me? 
ſaid J to myſelf ; and if his Views are criminal, 
why would he extol my Virtue and Conduct? 
Ought J not rather to imagine, it is owing to 
them that I have gained his Eſteem ? and fince he 


praiſes me ſo much on that Account, is it not to 


Encourage me to continue ? He mentions a happy 
Settlement, and throws out obſcure Hints : How: 


do I know but he has his Reaſons for it? To be ſure 


he has, faid I, confirming myſelf in the Notion ;. 
Time will effect it. 


bandon me. Thus did I come to a Reſolution. 

My Thoughts now more at Liberty, I was going 
to anſwer St. Fal's Letter, when the Bell rung: 
J liften'd to hear who my Aunt talk*d to; a Voice, 
which ſtruck me to the very Soul, made me look 
through the Key-hole. Heavens! what a Condition 
was I in! I immediately knew my Father and 
Mother embracing my Aunt. At firſt, I was run- 
ning to throw myſelf into their Arms; but in en- 
deavouring it, I was ſo much tranſported, that find-. 
ing my Feet fail me, and fearing I ſhould fall en 
the Floor, I threw myſelf into a great Chair, where 
J was an Hour without coming to myſelf. The 
'Fenth Part will account for thus unexpected Viſit, 
and ſhow how much Chance interferes in the Oc- 
curences of Life. | 5 ; 3 
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PART 


If my Conjectures are ground- 
leſs, Heaven, which has hitherto protected me, ane 
to which I will ever have Recourſe, will not a- 
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T was lucky for me, that my Af. 
fection towards thoſe who had given 
me Life, occaſioned the Emotion 
mentioned in the preceding Part; 

other wiſe, I ſhould have imprudent- - 
y ͤdiſcover'd myſelf, and it was not 
yet Time. What was empley' d in recovering me 
tom my Diſorder, made me foreſee the Conſe- 

quences of what I was upon the point of doing. 
Doubtleſs, in acknowledging my Parents, I ſhould 
ky myſelf under an Obligation, either of keeping 
them with me, or following them home to our Cot- 
age; either of which would be equally perplexing; 
to them, and myſelf; I think it needlets to give 
10 tie Reaſons, . they may be eaſily imagin'd. I.be- 
dition Whayed with ſuch Complaiſance to my Aunt in e- 
r and Wrery thing, excepting this Particular, as made her 


s run- Life fo eaſy, and my Regard for her was ſo great, 
in en- guat I ſeem'd more to belong to her than ſhe to 
t find-. ne ; the ſecret Comfort of- an unqueſtionable Wit- 


tels of my Conduct, and who was one Day to ap- 


where fear in my Behalf. If my Intentions had been bad, 

"The Wl fiould have been very careful how I fitted my- 
1 5 elf with ſuch a Cap; but I wanted her only for 
e VN 


form's Sake, thank God ; Heaven preſerved in 
ny Heart the Love of Virtue, with which I had 
den born, and I pray'd every Day with Fervour 
br Grace to perſiſt in theſe good Intentions : Such 
tayers are acceptable to God, and he ſeldom re- 
RT es to hear them. £5 55 347 Ne +, 200 "PE 
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When I was perfectly recover'd, I defir'd ex. 
tremely to ſee my Father and Mother ; I was very 


ſure they would not know me, Time had made ſuch 
an Alteration in my Features and Behaviour; I was 


ſo much grown, and my Dreſs was ſo different from 
what they had ſeen, that I was eaſy upon that Head, 
With this Aſſurance, J rung my Bell; it was Din. 
ner-time, and I very naturally call'd for it. My 
good Aunt coming into the Room ſeem'd perplex'd: 
Notwithſtanding the Familiarity I us'd her with, 
I had infus'd, I don't know why, a Reſerve, not 


to ſay more, which often gave me Pain. I aſd 


her, what was the Matter? She heſitated: encou- 
raging her, Have you broke any thing? feign'd 
I; well, there's no great Harm done.” One fa. 


miliar Queſtion always ſufficed to put her in heart; 


accordingly ſhe own'd, ſhe apprehended my Anger, 
becauſe ſhe had wrote to her Brother and Siſter 
to come and ſee her at their Convenience; and as 
the had not acquainted me with it, ſhe was afraid 
to tell me, that, having Buſineſs at Paris, they 
took this Opportunity, and were actually in the 
Honſe; that T ought however to pardon her, be. 
cauſe ſhe had only ſent for them, to let em know 
the Happineſs ſhe enjoy d in my Service. I am 
glad, (anſwer'd I) “that you are content, and 
<« like your Place; I wiſh your Happineſs was fil 
greater: and far from taking it ill that your Re- 
© ations are come, I am pleaſed at it; I muſt ſet 


te them, and deſire they would dine with me. 
Ah! Madam, you are too good (cried Barbara;) 


« it is not for ſuch as they to be ſo much honour d. 
Do as you are bid (replied I;) bring them to me, 
< ]'Iþ talk with them; they ſhall know, what 50 
Barbara was fo: pleas 


My Heart was in an Agitation; tho! an apreeabl 


ene, nor was it without Difficulty; that I-fuppreſs « 
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e ſuch what I could to put an end to it. f * ci. 


Iw £ 
A At laſt, by Dint of Careſſes, I prevaild . 
Head. chem to fit, and grow a little more familiar. The 
© Din. Art, which I have often experienc'd, of giyin our 5 
My Inferiors a Freedom and Confidence in ſpeaking, 
lexd is to put ourſelves on a Level with them, and ta 
with deſcend to their Rank: Altho' this was far from 
n being my Caſe, at preſent I. was obli ed to ob- 
e, not gf $9.9 
| Ale ſerve the Maxim with my F ather and Mother. 
a Wh The Prejudice of my Superiority made them ſilent, 
feign'l and it had been impeſlible otherwiſe. for me to 
Ws . get out of them, what I had a Mind to know. I, 


. made them poſſeſs themſelves, by talking of th 

_— Village: I pretended to have pat d Ele. Mos 
at the Lady's Houſe, to whom it beloug'd ; it was, 
the only Method of bringing them to n 


d as 

_ * and it ſucceeded. My Mother on hearing this, 

5, they pear'd like a Perſe on who is recollecting ſomebo- y, g 
n c a told me © it muſt be at Madame 4e Conte 2 
er, be- where ſhe had ſeen me; that [ had! et her. 
n know "right, and that ever ſince ſhe had, been in the 
„am. Room, ſhe had been revolving i in her Mind, 1 905 
{+l the had the Honour to {ſee me, ſo much did my 

hs 5 fal Face ſtrike her.“ My Father ſaid the ſam Shine 
as and inform'd me 1 their Village. had 12 


Maſters ſince the young Lady” 8. Marriage, * 


muſt ſeeſſf pather d 
mne aber died of an Apoplexy. I aſked what w 
xr bara3) become of his Wife P he anſwer'd me, 112 liyed, 


„with her. Daughter, call'd "Blake 4 1 

b pil Said }, Is ſhe as ill humour'd as ever! 57 CS — 

n d vin hi F x 

| Y J this, my 1 look'd at my Mother With 
mile, as much as to ſay, the Lady knows her 

He told me, he plainly faw-[ knew 7 Bo 


"vl. went; that there never was in the World: s a woule. 
preſs 0 'd Woman than her we talk'd of; tliat the: 
25 Lil ad quarell'd twice with her Huſband ; the third. 
* time ſhe carried things to ſuch a Length, thath 6: 
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r parted from her; that, unfortunately for him, he 


had put ſo much in her Power, that this Separation 


* left him in ill Circumſtances ; but he choſe to 
*< loſe all rather than paſs his Days with ſo worth- 
*< leſs a Woman.“ He faid likewiſe, © ſhe liv'da 


40 5 from Paris, whither ſhe always came to 


<< ſpend the Winter, and that every body, even her 
*© own Servants, held her in Deteſtation.”” “ 

J had but too much Reaſon to complain of this 
Woman, not to be curious concerning what regarded 

er. In vain we flatter ourſelves that we forgive, 
the Interior always retains an Acrimony againſt thoſe 
who have offended us; and. let us boaſt ever ſo much 
of our Heroiſm, we cannat help feeling a Joy, when 
we hear fome diſagreeable Adventure has. happen'd 
to an Enemy. What my Father had faid relating 
to Madame Deſtival, of whom J have often ſpoke: 
under the Name of Mademoiſelle & Elbieux, and 
whom I fhall mention again in the End. of theſe 
Memoirs, made me bluſh a little, and bringing to- 
my Remembrance all the Uneaſineſs ſne had given 
me, I was not ſorry to hear the II laid to her 


Charge; by this Means I thought myſelf reveng d 


of this bad Woman. It was, no doubt, this Mo- 
tive that engaged me to aſk my Father, to give me 
the Hiſtory of her Marriage, and inform me of all 


chat had come to his Knowledge on that Subject: 


He would not be aſk'd twice, in ſpite. of his ruſtick 
Delivery, I did not loſe a Tittle of it, and tho ſome- 
thing coarſe, ftil! the Picture bore a great Likeneſs. [ 
have ſuch a Pleaſure in an Opportunity of letting the 
haughty Mademoiſelle d Elbieux, at preſent Madlame 
Deflival, know- | have not forgot all the Vexations 
ſhe brought upon me, that I even ſnatch at it : Here 
is her Hiftory ; ſhe will infallibly know herſelf a- 
gain ; and if ſhe have one Grain of Equity left, ſhe 


will be obliged to own, that tho' I know how to 


take my Revenge; I have done it with Moderation 
in her Regard, e = of 
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Of all the Lovers who had been attracted either 
by the Charms or Riches of Mademoiſelle d. El. 
liux, there remained but one; her haughty Beha- 
viour, oftentimes heighten'd into Inſolence, had 
drove away the reſt. Can one imagine her Ma- 
lice to have been ſo great, as to ſet her Admirers 
often together by the Ears? She found a Pleaſure, 
worthy only of herſelf, in exaſperating them with 
carrying Stories,. and even in bringing them to the 
laſt Extremities; above ten Duels were placed to 
her Accompt, during her Father's Life, which. 
drew upon her his ſevereſt Treatment ; but to no- 
Effect. She had a bad Heart, nothing was ca- 
pable of making it better: As. long as N. le Conte 
de N-—— liv'd, ſhe kept within Bounds, becauſe 
ſhe fear d him; his Eyes were no ſooner clos'd, 
but ſhe gave a Looſe to her wicked Diſpoſition, as. 
will appear from what follows. The faithful Lover, 
whom I have juſt now mention'd,. was nam'd 


Monſieur Deſtiwal, he was a. Gentleman about forty, 


his Fortune moderate, which he ſought to improve 
by marry ing. Mademoiſelle d Elbieux. was rich, 2 
proper: Match, and the more ſo by her Brother's- 


retiring into a Convent, as is ſaid elſewhere. This: 


Gentleman's Eſtate lay four Leagues from the 
Caſtle of the Counteſs of N—— ; the Neighbour- 


| hood had facilitated his Acquaintance with the Mo- 


ther and Daughter, and flatter'd him with Hopes 
of ſucceeding one Day or other in. his Purſuits. It 


muſt be obſery'd. that this young Lady had an Air 


of Sweetneſs which captivated at firſt Sight. Mon- 
feur Deſtiwal, who was handſome and. well-ſhap'd, 
had been ſo well receiv'd by her, that he thought 
himſelf too ſoon. ſure of the Happineſs to which 


he aſpir d. How. moderate ought t 
N . : ought the Judgment to 
be in ſuch Caſes! N othing is ſo = as. the 


\ 
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e 
Mademoiſelle dE lbieur tbole no Notice of any 
but this new Lover, and deſpiſed all the ref? fur 
ſome Days: Him we ſpeak of, excell'4* his Com“ 


Petitors by an Air of Nobleneſs and Grandeur which 


was natural to him; add to this, that he was ef an 
eaſy complying Temper, and, in order to pleaſe 
her, condeſcended to be a Slave to her Capfriei- 


ouſneſs. NMonfeur Defiival was bent on marrying 


to make his Fortune, twas neeeſſary tö ſupplant 
his Competitors, and there was nothing he did not 
undergo to ſucceed. e GE 90: een en 

In the Portrait I gave of Mademoiſelle d Elbieux, 
in my ſecond Part, | ſa'd ſhe had Wit, and 'twas 


true: She ſoon found oat the Views of her new 


Lover, and without examining whether- ſhe was 
in the Right, fhe reſolv'd to gratify her natural. 
Malignity: The better to ſecure! him, great Re. 
gard was ſhewn, and as ſoon as ſhe thought him 
fmitten, and that Love and Intereſt were united, 
ſhe threw off the Maſk, and reſign'd herſelf en- 
tirely up to her Caprice and Humour; always reſtleſs 
and iniſchievous, ſhe could not bear to diſſemble 
long. 12 6 

The Counteſs of N-——, her Mother, lov'd the 
World, as I have faid. elſewhere : and tho' ſome- 
what in Years, was amorouſly inclined. Mr. Deftt- 
val, without any other De*gn but that of rendring 
her f:vourable to his Deftires, had not been back- 
ward in mak: g his Court to her in his firſt Viſits; 
and finding things went well, by the gracious Man- 
ner he was receit d. he continu'd to render himſelf 
agreeable, in which he hid ver- good Succeſs. Ma- 
demoiſelle 4 Elbieux, who ſoon perceiv'd her Mo- 
ther*s growing Paſſion, took a malignant Joy in aug- 
ment.ng it, and throwing Wr. Deſtival into the 
molt tickt:ſh Perplexity : © There is but one Way 
© of obliging my Mother t be favourable to you, 


* « ha 


(faid ſhe to him one Day in the Garden :) * * 7 
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has hitherto rejected all the Offers that have been 
made, becauſe not one of thoſe who: have done 
me the Honour to: addreſs me, could find out 
my dear Mother's Foible: Continue to make your 
Court to her; let her imagine, if you pleaſe, that 
you give her the Preference; if you are lucky 
enough to make her believe ſo; nd doubt but I 
' ſhall: foon be yours Was not this enough to re- 
double the Ardor of MF. Deſfiual? Nothing could 
be greater tan it was, and every body believed him 
in Love with the Mother. The Count de No—- 
was miſtaken among the reſt; Self- Love was eaſily 
fatter'd, her Heart was ſtruck, Gratitude preſs'd 
it ſhe had been formerly compaſſionate, now - a- 
415 we are leſs ſevere upon the Article of De- 
eency : After foms Sir le, ſhe refoly*'d to own 
to her Lover, he was not indifferent. Mademciſelle 
E/bieux perceived by her Mother's Penſiveneſs, 
what pais'd in her Breaſt; ſhe was frequently treated 
with Severity, becauſe ſhe deſerv'd it; now ſhe had 
it i. her Power to be revenged, without treſpaſſing-' 
on Reſpect; ſhe ſnatch'd the Opportunity with great. 
Pagerneſs. NWA 0: M Ne 
r. Defiival had been well receiv'd till nom; his 
Situation chang' d. Mademoi/el'e d Elbieux from mild 
and obliging, behav'd to him with Coldneſs and Se- 
verity : He was aſtoniſſid at it, and uſed the moſt 
preiimg Means of regaining her: In what is it T 
have diſpleaſed you ? (ſaid he to her, one Night 
attirg by her when other People were playing at 
Quadrilie) “ you have avoided me for theſe eight 
Hays patbz ſcarce do FE appear, but your amiable 
* Countenance is clouded ;: could I be ſo A 
Treatment?“ © Let. us have no more Words up- 
zon this Subject, if you pleaſe (anſwer'd the dear 
Medemnifelle dE lhieux ) you would find it a hard 
Matter to juſtify yourſelf, I am none of thoſe Fools; 


* as to have unknowingly drawn upon myſelf th 


\ 
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. and if 41 appear otherwile than formerly, you _ 
| — 27 : 
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©be affar'd I h1ve good Motives for ſo doing; nay, 


© they are undeniable. I own Thad. an Eſteem for 
you; but you have given me Reaſon to alter my 
« Sentiments ; let us talk no more of it: You: haye 
© had your Views, I wiſh. they may ſucceed... Iam 
© ſurpriz'd however you take the Pains to queſtion 
© me, having a more agreeable Employment upon 
© your Hands, and which well deſerves all your Pains, 
Saying this, ſhe roſe, and left My. Deftivat aſtoniſh'd 
at a Diſcourſe to which he could not imagine how 
he had given Occaſio un. 

So little did he ſuſpect 
Oddity could ariſe, that he drew near the Table 


where they were at Play, whiſper'd the Counteſs dt 
N—— : Her Daughter, piqued at this Behaviour, 


and fitting. near her Mother after ſhe had quitt 
Mr. Deftival, roſe haſtily up, and anſwered very 


ſcornfully a Civility her Lover ſhow'd her as ſhe 


paſs'd by. This extraordinary Treatment made an 


mpreſſion, and he refoly'd to know the Reaſon of 


it as ſoon as poſlible. | | | 
Hitherto Mr. Deftival had acted only upon a 
View of Intereſt. Mademoiſelle d Elbieux's E ickle: 
neſs. made him look upon things in another Light: 
Love, which he had hitherto treated as Fol'y, and 
to which he had not yet been a Slave, puniſh'd 
his Indifference, and made him ſenſible of his 
Misfortune in loſing the good Graces of. ſo charm: 
ing a Perſon, as Mademoiſelle d Elbieux : Jealouly, 
the conſtant Companion of a growing. Paſſion, in- 
finuated itſelf into his diſturb'd Mind, and made 
him recollect that his Miſtreſs diftinguiſh'd a cer. 
tain My. Deſtourneaux, a great Hunter, who could 


_ diſcourſe ef nothing but Hounds and Horſes, un- 


leſs it were to ridicule, aſperſe, or murder his 
Neighbour's good Name. On ſuch Occaſions he 
ſhone, and theſe fine Accompliſhments made bim 
be conſider'd by Mademoiſelle d' E bieux; beſides, he 
was a Gentleman of no Conduct, and- dogs 


from whence ſuch an 
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be privately married to a Girl very much be- 
neath him. . 3 25 11 = | 

Mr. De/tival, after ſome: jealous Reflections con- 
cerning Deflourneaux, concluded he was the Cauſe 
of the Alteration in Mademoiſelle d Elbieux 5: this 
Thought gave him. Pain, he reſolved to- watch. 
his Rival, and he thought he had great Reaſon. 
to imagine himſelf not miſtaken, and that he was 
acrific'd to this new Comer. He was no ſooner 
convinc'd of this fatal Truth, but hebecameextreamly : 


jealous, and that ſo openly that every body perceiv'd _ 


it. Mademoiſelle d"Elbieux was one of the firſt who: 
found it out: She triumph'd in it, and did all ſhe 
could to carry it tothe greateſt Exceſs, by overwhelm- 
ing De/fourneaux with a diſtinguiſhing Politeneſs. 
As to the Counteſs ds M, ſhe behav'd quite 
otherwiſe ; ſhe had, as I have ſaid before, given 
Way to the ſuppoſed Addreſſes of My. Deſfiwal, but 
ſeeing them ceafe-on a ſudden, and her Lover me- 
lncholy and uneaſy, ſhe could: not tell what to think 
of ſuch a Coolneſs and Alteration of Temper : 
(What is. the Matter with you? (ſaid ſhe one 
Day to him, when he appear'd more thoughtful 
than ordinary) are you ſick; or going to be ſo? I 
ſcarce know you; formerly you was gay, polite 
and entertaining; one could not live with you, 
and not be enchanted with your Temper; now 
you are dull, filent; ill-humour'd, one does not 
know who you are angry with. I flatter'd myſelf 
with being your Confident; yet for theſe eight 
Days you have been out of Humour, and I cannot 
find out the Reaſon : this whimfieal Proceeding of 
yours ſurpriſes me, and if I was leſs your Friend I 
' ſhould know how to be reveng'd, and ſhould make 
' myſelf eaſy.* N | 
Mr. Deſfiwal, whoſe: Trouble was renew'd by 
this Diſcourſe, forgot the Part he had undertook, . 
and fetch'd a Sigh : That's well, (ſaid the Counteſs 
iling) © we ſhall ſoon know what puts e of 
Tem- 


x 
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© Temper ; this Sigh is a Preliminary of your Con. 
© fidence in me. Take Courage, my poor De/izal, 
« prithee, let's have no Myſtery, and I promiſe to. 


© uſe my Endeayours to: your. Troubles ceaſe. 


„ Ah! Madam! (replied the jealous Lover) my 
4 Troubles are not of a Nature to be eaſily remedi-- 
ed, I am jealous, and you eaſily comprehend —“ 
Jealous! (cried. the Counteſ very ſeriouſly) * of, 
hom? good God ! do you., ſee any bady here, 
© who can give you the leaſt Uneaſineſs ? Is any 


favour'd but yourſelf ?? Ves, no doubt, Ma- 
4 dam, - (replied Deſfval) * has not Deftourneaux 
the Preference? Alas! I perceive it but too well; 
4 and ſince you mult know it, that it is which puts 
& me in the Condition, for which you reproach me. 

This Confeſſion threw the Cbunteſs into the great- 
eſt Surpriſe ; ſhe could not remember to have ever 
ſo behaved to Pefourneaux,.: as to give Deſiival 
Room to think ſhe gaye the other the Preference. 
To this end ſhe did all-ſhe could to diſabuſe him. 
_ Defiiva/.went upon too ſure Grounds, as he thought, 
to yield to all theſe Proteſtations. Well! (laid. 
the Counte/s to him with ſome Impatience) I 


know an infailible Way of convincing you of your: 


Error; and leſt. you ſhould ſtill entertain any 
Doubt on this Subject, I will this Inftant forbid. 
your Rival my Houſe, he ſhall never. ſet his 
Foot within my Doors again, and you ſhall be 
for ever deliver'd from his Preſence,” Deſtival 
was ſo ſenſibly affected by this Condeſcenſion, that 
he threw himſelf at the Counteſs's Feet, and al- 
ſur'd her, that for this Mark of her. Goodneſs, 
there was nothing in this World he was not ready 
to undertake, to convince. her of his Gratitude. 
As he pronounced theſe Words, touch'd with the 
ſingular Favour ſhe had ſhown him, he ſeiz d one 
of her Hands, and kiſſed it a hundred times. Ma- 
demoiſelle di Elbieux came in as he was in the midſt 
of. thete Franſports, and turn'd pale with Anger: 
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at ſo deciſive a Piece of Intelligence, and which 


fone prov'd effectually that Deflival had deceived her, 
Hap * when he vow'd to love nobody but her. On the 
BOY | other hand, the Mother, piqued that her Daugh- 


ter ſhould find a Man at, her Feet, bid 'her very 


Ak ſharply retire, and that ſhe thought her very bold: 
d— in endeavouring to ſurprize her. 2 Mademoiſelle 
) * of. \Elvieux, ever haughty, anſwer'd, running haſtily 


back, that ſhe had no Deſign of being. Witneſs to 
ſuch an Affair, and-that when Perſons were in ſuch 
a Situation, they ought to provide againſt being 
furpriz'd. The Counteſs, provoked at the Anſwer, 


here, | 
s any. 


Ma- 


neat WY rin to chaſtiſe her. | Deftival, perceiving her De- 
| outs. fen, interpoſed, and exerted himſelf in appeaſing 
Por — her: This was no hard matter, being now at the 


bottom of the Affair ſhe had endeavour'd to unra- 
vel, and of which we ſhalt give a farther Account, 
after a Word or two cgncerning Mademoiſelle d El- 


great. 
e Ever. 


You lex. She retired to her Chamber extremely. net- 
4 tled at the Rebuff the had received. The worſt 
— ohit, Conſtruction, according to her Cuſtom, was put 
(laid. upon what ſhe had ſeen; ſhe, concluded Deſtival 
I 1 impoſed upon her, that he really loved her Mo- 


ther, and was beloved again, and that there was 
a very good Underſtanding betwixt them; this 
Thought made her cry for Vexation, and inſpir'd 
a cruel Reſentment. She revolv'd in her Mind the 
Means of revenging' herſelf; her wicked Diſpoſi- 


your: 
1 any 
forbid 
et his. 


e tion luggeſted to her, that ſhe ought to diſſemble, 
2 and endeavour to recall Deſfiwal, in order to have 
id af. ii in her Power to puniſh them both for deceiving 


her. She had too good an Opinion of herſelf, to 
doubt of Succeſs; ſhe conſulted her Glaſs by way 


itude. of Prelude, put on ſome agreeable Airs, exercis'd. - 


ch the ber Eyes, and then went ta the Room where, the 
Company generally met, expecting Defival would 
be there before Dinner according to Cuſtom. 


micdt As to the Counteſi, ſne ſoon ſaw through Defi- 


Anger 108 Diſcourſe H the found his Jealouſy: had diſ- 
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r 
cover'd him, and thit her Daughter was the Dj: 
vinity to whom he ſacrificed : A ore that dropp'd 


from De/tivallet her into the Secret, and convinced 
her ſhe was made a Property ; but upon Reflexion 


ſhe was perplexed : Why ſhould he pretend to love 


her ? Her Daughter was not under any ſuch Re: 
ſtraint, as to be obliged to have Recourſe to ſuch 


Stratagems; this ſhe was deſirous to unravel on the 


ſpot, and reſoly'd to diſſemble, the better to effed 
her Deſign. Mr. Deſtival, ſurpriſed at the Coun- 
tts remaining filent for ſome: Moments, whilft 
the made theſe Reflexions, aſked very reſpectfulhy 
*« what was the Matter, and whether he had been 
« ſo unfortunate as to incur her Diſpleaſure?” 
No, Sir, (anſwer'd ſhe) I reſpe& and value you 
very much} but I have a Scheme in my Head; 
* I ſhall require a Sacrifice at your Hands. You 
© have ſaid a hundred times you love me, and that 
there is nothing in the World you would not do 


© to convince me of it; what I expect from you i; 


* of Conſequence, and will coſt you dear, if you 
* really love me in the Manner you have proteſted: 
Conſider, before I go any farther, conſult your 
* own Breaſt, have you dealt fincerely with me? 
* and may I rely on your-Proteſtations ?? Deftival, 
ſurpris'd at this Preamble, and call'd- on to confirm 
what he had ſo. often vow'd, was obliged to com- 
ply. Well then, (continued the Counteſi) it fo, 
* I may rely on your Compliance and Regird for. 


me. This reſtores my Tranquillity, and inclines 


* me to my Heart with the greater Conf. 
* dence : * itjodtie; I beg, and if you have 
© a real Reſpe& for me, do not interrupt what-I:am 
going to ſay. „ Py EE, 
] am ſatisfied of your great Merit (continued the 
Counteſs, looking earneſtly. on Deftival) * and ifl 
had only conſulted my own Satisfaction, ſhould 
© not have heſitated in rewarding it; but after. five 
© and twenty, one ought to weigh things: more ar 
; : — Th tentively , 
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entively, and foreſee the Conſequences too muck 
Precipitation might draw after it, and. the Repent- 
ance it might occaſion. Tho” I'm. not accountable 
o any one, and may marry when [I pleaſe, I have 
thus long defer*d ufing my Liberty: I love my 
Daughter as much as a Mother ought, but if I in- 
dulge my Inclinations for you, it will prevent her 
being ſo well provided for, as I am not too old-to- 
have Children; for in that caſe, inſtead of being, 


rate one: This is the eſſential Point, and on whick 
after making due Reflexions, I came to a Reſolu- 
tion, very plain, as you will ſee, but the whole 
World ſhall not prevail on me to change it. 

J am willing to marry you, if yow'll accept of 
me with my bare Jointure, that is, without in- 
cluding what I deſign for my Daughter: This will 
be but little, and as your Circumſtances are but 
moderate, J ſhall be the firſt to adviſe you, not 4 
confalt the Paſſion you ſeem to have for me, bu 
to do better ; and let Reaſon, not Love, guide us- 
both. I have an Affection for you, I ſacrifice it 
to a maternal Tenderneſs, and offer you my Daugh- 
ter; marry her, ſhe is. .'-' and handſome; it 
will coſt me dear, but I ſhall have the Comfort of 
having done my Duty, and given my Daughter 
and You an Oportunity of making. each other 
happy. Such is my Plan, ſurpriſing enough no 
doubt, but now it is laid down to. you, there is 
nothing to be done, but to come to a Reſolution 
once for all; you ſee the Affair turns on this Point, 
either to marry me without any thing, being de- 
termined not to injure my Daughter, or to marry 
Madame q Elbieux notwithſtanding your Affection 
for me, and you and I never to fee each other 
more: You mult reſolve one way or other, theſe 
being my Intentions ; to-morrow at this Hour I 
expect your final Anſwer ; ſo much Time J allow 
jou, that nothing be concluded on in a Hurry.“ 
| ; Saying 


| b U 168 Il E- oblige 
Say mg this the Counte/; retired. to her Cloſet, leaving having 
Deftival aftoniſh'd at what he had heard, and yailly Wil ** hin 


perplex'd how to act in ſo critical an Option, which would 
called for all the Wit he was Maſter of. 1 view it 


The Affair appeared to be of ſuch Importance, Thi 
that he was convinced he ought to weigh it with roted! 
the greateſt Attention; to this Purpoſe, he ordert pon & 
a Hoörſe to be ſaddled, and went home, that he = 

after qr 


might deliberate without Interruption. Going out 
- of the Caſtle, he was obſerv'd by Mademeiſilh the Co! 


4 Elcieux from a Window); ſhe was much ſurpris heſitare 

at it, he never going. away before without taking hs Ed 

leave of her: This Behaviour confirmed her fri El 
or 


Suſpicions; Pride and Self-Love were ſo far hun- 
bled, that a Sigh enſued, and for the firil.time ſhe 1 fat 
felt an unuſual Emotion, never having known what of him, 


Love was before; but now it repreſented Defi- ne ſhou 
val as an amiable Lover, and with whom. de Howie 
might have been happy, had her Mother ſuffered Lady, a 
them to have been united. All bis good Cu Inet 7 
_ lities preſenting themſelves, reminded her of is than be 
ardeut Addreſſes, and ſhe was partial enough iv: The ( 
think them ſincere, and herſelf beloved ;- ſhe coir boye W. 
cluded, her Mother had deprived her of this Con. mightily 
queſt, and, being taken with her Lover, lui Ie, Pile 
ſeduced him from her, and obliged him to alter lo know 
his Bchaviour in her Regard ; upon this ſhe con der to 
ceiv'd a Hatred againſt her for ſuch cruel Pro. brite 
ceedings. After various Reflexions ſurpaſſing each KM, f0 
other in Bitterneſs, her high Spirit hurried ber s f 
into a Notion, that on ſuch an Occaſion the Bounds For 
*N : 


of Decency were to be trampled under Foot, and 


* Expedient left untry*d, to prevent being fool d 13 
in this Adventure. | „ by c 
len 


Fully fatisfied on this Head, ſne retir'd to her 
Chamber and wrote to Defival, telling him, that 
the next Day, before her Mother Was ſtirring, 
ſhe would make a Viſit to a Relation in a Mo. 
naſtery about a League diſtant, that he woo 

8 s 15 oblige 
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oblige her in giving her a Meeting in the Way, ſhe 
having ſomething of Importance to communicate 


rad to him: She concluded with aſſuring, that he 
which would have Reaſon to be ſatisfied with the Inter- 
5 view ſhe propos c. n 75 
tance, This Note ſhe gave a Farmer's Son, who was de- 
- with yoted to her, and paying him before-hand, inſiſted 
rderg pon Secrecy in delivering it and bringing back the 
cert WY der. This young Fellow, for all us Simplicity, 
ng out after quitting Madems;/elle d' Elbienx, was ſenſible of 
moiſt the Conſequence of what he was going to do, and 
pit Mbettated ſome time how he ought to behave : As 
taking his Education had been better than uſual, and he 
er fr continually at the Caſtle, he had ſeen more of the 
3 World than others of his Rank; he was ſenſible, 
me ths i” I ſaid, of the Conſequence of what was requir'd 
3 of him, and dreading the Counte/s's Reſentment, if 
Det. Ne ſhould carry on ſuch an Affair without her 
mh Knowledge, he reſolved to ſhow the Letter to his 
uffete! Lady, and aſſuring her that however her Daughter 
ur might reſent it, he would hazard any thing, rather 
of ban be wanting in his Duty to her. | 
agb 0 The Counteſs doubly rewarded his Fidelity, a- 
as bove what her Daughter had given him, and 


mghtily commended his Honeſty. Upon opening 
the Billet, ſhe was extreamly ſurpris'd, and long'd 
tb know the Motive of ſuch an Appointment :; in 
order to penetrate into this Myftery, the determin'd 
o write another, and fend it inſtead of her Daugh- 


5 Con- 
r, had 
o alter 
je Con- 


el Pro- | 

5 each ers, to change the Time and Place of Rendez- 

ed hail” ſhe appointed a Place in the Park, where 

Bounds Door open'd upon a Fountain, and fix' d the lat- 

+, and ter End of the Night for the Time of Meeting; 

; fold e added, there were Reaſons for it, as he ſhould 
bon be convinced. 1 | 


When this was wrote, ſhe ſent it by the ſame 


| to ber per u 

, that 3 on: her Daughter had pitch'd upon, charging 
Uirring, im to bring her Deſ#va/"'s Anſwer : He was no 
bs wer Zone, but the was terribly dejected, reflecting 


a thouſand 
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u thouſand times how ſhe ought to behave in guid 
Conjuncture, where ſhe was doubly concern'd, a 1m 
endeavouring to find out the Cauſe of this ſuddn {il the 
Step of her Daughter's. At firſt, ſhe imputed i Was 
to the Converſation ſhe had with Deſiwal, wid tir 
her Daughter having diſcovered, had*taken fone. Gen: 
thing into her Head after her Lover was gone gone 
and had a Mind to impart it to him; all thi him. 
only encreaſed her Vexation. She did not hate D. Jivere 
fiwal, but after the ſincere Declaration ſhe hu whic! 
made him in their laſt Converſation, the was e for hi 
tremely nettled that he ſhould ſacrifice her to hi derva 
Daughter, and preſume to form any Schemes yith media 
out conſulting her. | | Thi 
The Peaſant was highly pleaſed with his oil * the 
Conduct on this Occaſion ; and went merrily 0 Hourne 
his Errand, expecting a treble Gratification, inW 6 
Read of one, for his Treachery; not doubting! make 
the leaſt, but My. De//ival would reward hit much 
very amply for his Trouble. Theſe pleaſing Re receive 
flexions accompanied him on his Journey, and attribu 
meeting with a Tavern he went in to take a Glas him; ; 
as he was fluſh of Money. But it often happen mn © ve 
when a Man is agreeably engaged, he can't away be ther 
give out at Pleaſure; inſtead of one, he dran ible hi 
ſeveral, and follow'd it fo cloſe, that, having non Ns ple 
of the ſtrongeſt Heads, the Liquor overpowering * 87<at 
him, he was obliged to go to Sleep, and did n0 there is 
wake of four Hours. By this time it was dar! Stile an 
Night, which made him heartily repent his Indi Made, 
cretion; however, he comforted himſelf uit with his 
thinking to make up the loſt time with his Halle" covet 
and to invent ſome Excuſe for what had happen Hordin. 
contrary to his Intention. po bs bandſom 
But one would imagine Falſhood is always a much ha 
tended with ill luck; the Peaſant- went a Leag! ey wer 
too far, loft his Way, and inftead of Mr. Den, fin 
wal's, he went to My. Deſtourneaux's Houſe. H lad Reaſ 
had never been at either of them, and was on! kreſting 


guide 


11711 
ein ol guided by the Directions he received. Believing 
d, 1. himſelf right, he aſk'd the firſt Servant he met in 
ſodden the Court, if his Maſter was at home ? As there 
was no Name on the Note, he was anſwered in the 


ed 1 . 1 bh | 
a * Affirmative, and his Buſineſs enquired, for that the 
n fone ! Gentleman was come tired from Hunting, and 


gone to Bed, and that it was impoſſible to ſee 


N him. The Farmer's Son would have willing y de- 
nate D- Jivered the N ote himſelf; but not to loſe time, 
he ha which was precious, and intending to make amends 
was el for his Fault by a ſpeedy Return, he gave it to the 
er to hel Servant, begging him to bring an Anſwer im- 


mediately. 


ith REELS 3 
AY The Maſter of the Houſe was not a little ſurpris'd 


his un at the Meſſage and its Contents; it was Mr. De- 
rrily o Var ned x, the Gentleman Sportſman to whom Ma- 
on, in Coil d Elbieux had ſhown ſo much Regard, to 
ibting i make Deflival uneaſy. Mr. Deflourneaux had too 
ard hir much Vanity to ponder long on the Billet he 
ſing Re received ; he flatter'd himſelf on the Occaſion, and 
ey, ant attributed to his own Merit the Appointment niade 

a Glab him; accordingly, he preſently return'd an Anſwer 

\ happen] n a very polite and grateful Manner, promiſing to 

t alway be there at the Time, and then expreſs how ſen- 
ne drank ible he was of the high Favour, with which ſhe 
ing non was pleaſed to diſtinguiſh him. Deſfourneauæx was 
powering Preat Reader of Romances, and conſequently 
J did ra here is no room to doubt of the Energy of his 
was dat stile and Expreſſions. | 

is Indi Mademoiſelle d Elbieux's Meſſenger was well pleas'd 
ſelf wit wth his Generofity ; tho' Deflourneaux was ſordid- 


ly covetous, he thought he muſt do ſomething ex- 
taordinary on ſuch an Occaſion, and order'd a 
landſome Gratification. The Peaſant made ſo 
Ways a much haſte back, that he reach'd the Caſtle before 
11 ey were gone to Bed; which might eaſily hap- 
pen, ſince both the Counteſs and her Daughter 
ad Reaſons not to be too early, having ſuch an in- 


Iouſe. | 
| kreſting Affair on their Hands. 


| was Ol 


guide The 


T 

The - Counteſs, apprehenſive, and not wWithgut 
Cauſe, left her Daughter ſhould "fee the Farmer; 
Son firſt, had pretended” to go to Bed, but order d 
Au Parc, the old waiting Woman mentioned in the 
firſt Part, to watch the Peaſant's Arrival, and art. 
fully prevent his being ſeen by her Daughter, 
Theſe Orders were ſo well executed, that, for all 
Mademoiſeile d Elbieux's Diligence, the Anſwer was 
carried to the Counteſs before ever her Daughter 
knew of his Return. By. the 'Tenderneſs of the 
Billet, the Counteſs judged Deſiival (whom ſhe 
thought the Author) to have a large ſhare of her 
Daughter's Affections, and that he was as deeply 
in love on his Side. This Diſcovery drew a Sigh 
from her; ſhe blamed in her Mind Deſtival and 
her Daughter, regretting very bitterly. her Kind- 
neſs for them, which they repaid with ſo much 
Ingratitude. In order to have her Revenge, and 
not to be their Dupe, ſhe diftated a Note to the 
Farmer's Son, in which Deſival thank'd her 
Daughter in the moſt tender Manner for the fin- 
gular Favour ſhe did him, in giving him a private 
Meeting; but repreſented to her at the ſame time, 
the Hazard ſhe run in going from Home on ſuch 
an Affair: He propos'd the Park-gate and Foun- 
tain, as had been mentioned in the fictitious Note, 
which Deſtourneauꝶ had received; the Change was 
introduced fo handſomely, and ſuch plauſible Rea- 
ſons alledged, that Mademoiſelle d Elbieux could not 
poſſibly take it amiſs. 6 2 
It's eaſily perceived, that the Counteſs by this 
Plot wanted an Opportunity to be near the Place 
of Meeting, in order to hear what paſſed, without 
being concern'd or diſcover'd by Deftival or het 
Daughter: For thro' her artful counterfeiting the 
Billets, ſhe expected De/:val would come according 
to his Miſtreſs's Appointment 3 and her Daughter, 
inform'd by the Anſwer ſhe received where he 
would be, of courſe would repair thither. The 
| | Contrivance 
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want for Cunning, as had plainly appeared on 
ſeveral Occaſions. Mademoiſelle d Elbiruæ at laſt re- 
ceived the Anſwer, and began to chide her Meſ- 
ſenger for his long Stay; but he excus'd himſelf 
by alledging, that Mr. Deſtival was Hunting, 
which obliged him to wait his Return. After read- 
ing the Billet, ſhe prepared for the Meeting ; but 
in order to prevent any Suſpicion, if ſhe ſhould 
be ſeen going thro' the Gardens, ſhe acquainted 
her Maid, whom ſhe could truſt, with the Deſign, © 
and as ſoon as the Farmer's Son was out of the 
Way, they went from her Apartment, as the 
time drew near for Meeting her Lover; at the 
Place appointed, ſhe fat dbwn on a Seat of green 
Turf near the Gate, and coughed by Way of 
signal in caſe he ſhould be arriv'd firſt. The 
Counteſs, who was already there behind a large 
Tree, was overjoy' d to find ſhe was ſo well 
placed as to hear every Word in the approachir g 
Converſation : Though ſhe was naturally fond ef 
her Daughter, yet her Behaviour and falſe Heart 
had made ſuch deep Impreſſions, that ſhe deter- 
min'd to take an ample Revenge, and puniſh her 
ſeverely ; but 'ſhe' whs defirous to detect her in the 
Fact. that the Equity of her Proceedings might 
not be conteſted. © 1 

2800 Deftourtieaux, whoſe Head was turned by 
the Billet ſent in Mademoiſelle d Elbjieux's Name, 
he came according to the Appointment : Any other 
would have uſed all manner of Precaution to pre- 
vent being diſcovered ; but, whether thro* Fear, 
or to give Notice' of his Arrival, he hem'd, ſung, 
and entered the Park with as much Confidence, 
is if it had been broad Day, or there had been 
no Reaſons for Privacy, This nettled Mademoiſelle 
4 E/bieux, and made her imagine, that ſuch Behaviour 
Mas Owing to his Contempt of her, and was on 
the 'poimt of retiring : her Diſdain might perhaps 
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have gone farther; but her Maid appeas'd her 
with ſaying ſomething that flatter'd her Vanity, 
as is uſual with ſuch Creatures, and ſhe deter- 
mined to ſtay; not without a firm Reſolution to 
rattle the Spark (whom ſhe took for Deſtival) 
and reproach him, as his Indiſcretion juſtly de- 
ſerv'd. 


of the Wood was ſuch, that there was no dif. 
cerning any Objects, and had not De/tourneaux 


been ſo unthinking as to ſing as he came along, 


it would have been impoſlible to diſcover him, 
Mademoiſelle d Elbieux ſtep'd forward to meet him: 
Really Sir (ſaid ſhe in a low Voice, retiring again 
to her Seat) © I wonder at you; ſhould | go and 
never ſee you more, you would be rightly ſerv'd. 
«© How is this? (replied Deſlourneauæ very confi- 
dently) what have I done, my Charmer, to deſerve 
e this Reprimand ? If I did not come ſooner 
That's not the Buſineſs, (replied Mademo:/elle d El. 
bieux very ſharply) it's in vain to pretend not to 
* underſtand me: Doubtleſs you deſign to draw 
« hither the whole Family, to be Witneſs to what 
am going to ſlay, or rather that you may not 
be forced to ſtay too long with me: I ſuppoſe 
© by your Noiſe you have a mind to give my Mo- 
© ther Notice of your being here, to enjoy her 
dear Company, and be rid of mine; but be not 
* deceived, I know how to revenge myſelf once 
for all, and perhaps your Affairs are not ſo far 
* advanced as you imagine. ES cod lug 
Deſtourneaux, who comprehended nothing of all 
this, ſwore he had no Deſign to make her unealy ; 
that what ſhe complain'd of: was a Cuſtom, he had, 
but far from the. Deſign: ſhe hinted at.“ Can 
«« you thin me capabie (taid he) of giving you 
* the leaſt Diſturbance? And as to your Mother, 
do you imagine I am ſo ſoo iſh as to have any Re- 
gard for her? An old Coquet, that has no — 
| . . 66 Meri 
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« Merit than that of being Mother to the moſt 
« lovely Creature in the World. If the poor Wo- 
« man, with her Paint, her Patches and, her faded 
« Charms, aims at any thing more, ſhe is miſtaken : 
« Her Airs have loſt their Force, and you muſt 
« banter to pretend to imagine any thing elſe. But 
let us leave this Subjz&, my Dear, (continued 
Deſcurneauæ in a pleaſant Tone) Time is precious, 
« and it ſhall not be my Fault, if it is not better 
6 employ'd.”? Ds ; 
Deſiourneaux's Expreſſions made Mademoiſelle d. E!- 
lieux laugh, eſpecially the ſatirical Strokes aim'd 


at her Mother; nothing could be more effectual 


towards appealing her Reſentment, as it was a 
Regale peculiarly adapted to her Tafte ; inſtead of 
flencing him, ſhe gave occaſion to repeat them in 
z ſeverer and louder Strain : © I am furpriz'd (faid 
ſhe) © to hear you expreſs yourſelf thus concerning 
my Mother, your Sentiments and Defigns in her 
' regard being no Secret to me, nay of which I 
have been a Witneſs! ** As to that, Mademoi- 
« ſelle, (ſaid he, raiſing his Voice ſo as to be heard 
very diſtinctly) * you muſt certainly jeſt with me. 
Ia Paſſion for the Counteſs ! If you really imagine 
„Jever had any Defigns on her antiquated Car- 
* caſs, you are much deceiv'd : No, Mademoi/elle, 
de aſſured I never lov'd her, nor had the leaſt 
* Inclination that way: TI am in love, it's true, 
but it's with your charming Perſon, for the Poſ. 
* ſeſſion of which I would facrifice every thing 
that is dear tome. For the future, baniſh wy 
That will not be ſo eafily done (replied the inter- 
npting him with a myſterious Air) yon labour 
ein vain, if you endeayour to convince me of it. 
As to your Pretenſions to me, which you have ſa 
often urged, and repeat now perhaps only to de- 
' eive me a ſecond time, and ſacrifice me anew, 
they will not paſs ; I have undeniable Proofs, that 
you are ſecretly under Engagements; theſe I ex- 
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* pe& you make a Sacrifice of to me, and that in ner H 
* ſuch a Manner, as to make me perfectly eaſy, Z 5 
Conſider, Sir, (continues ſhe very haughtily, MI 3 
thinking ſhe talk'd ell this while to Defival) ff ©, 


Whether I am worth your breaking with her that 
* gives me this Uneaſineſs, and declaring to her in 
« expreſs Terms, and to which I muſt be a Wit. 


© neſs, that you never lov'd her, and that if yon on 
« pretended it, you had good Reaſons for what you ” \ 
did: this done, I may believe your Proteitations, MI . < 
and if you perſiſt in loving me, may liſten to my 
« what my Heart will piead in your Behalf,” If 5 
the Counteſs was aſtoniſn'd at her Daughter's Ma-, 0 N 
lice, Mr. Deſfourneauæx was no leſs ſo, at what er 
he heard concerning his ſecret Engagements. At 3 


firſt, he had imagin'd this Appointment was owing ru 
to the young Lady's Deſire of Secrecy, and hi Dej 


perſonal Merit. Self-love is always forward ; but "ip 
{till he could never be ſo ſtupid as to think, ſhe — 
could deſign any thing ſolid, bad as his Circum- N 
ſtances were, and his Conduct ſo much exclaim'd 1 
againſt, ever ſince his Father's Death, who li wWitne 
him his own Maſter too ſoon, that he durſt not kg 
offer Marriage to any one for fear of being reject of hi. 
withScorn. Having done himſelf Juſtice, in think gie & 
ing he deſerv'd no better than to marry his Maid Mou! 4 
he apprehended that the Engagements Mademolſel i made 
J Elbieux merition'd, was that fatal Piece of ill Ma 3 
nagement, and which was touch'd upon to try hi the Per 
Sincerity; being perſuaded of this, he thought 1a The 
mu as without Diſguiſe : © 1 will not deny, Val def. 
« dernoiſelle, (ſaid he) that I am under Engagement demoife 
bo as you ſay, 1 own them; but, if throwing the Counte 
« afide will convince you how jealous I am of you underf 
« Favour, I promiſe you ſhall never hear of then „ 5 
«« more.“ We ſhall ſee (replied Mademoiſelle d _ 
bieux) © whether you keep your Word.? © To mol Deſtou; 
row (cried Deflourneausx } the Buſineſs ſhall be di 
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her Hands, which ſhe drew away) “ to morrow I 
« break with her for ever, and am entirely yours: 


« Receive this Kiſs as a Pledge.” Not ſo faſt, 
(cries Mademoiſelle q Elbieux ) © behave as you ought, 
or | am gone; you have learnt an ill Cuſtom, 
this reminds me of what I diſcover'd between you 
and the Perſon. J ſpoke of; ſhe might have her 
* Reaſons to allow of ſuch. F reedoms, but I have a 
« thouſand to behave otherwiſe.” 

Now I think on it (continued ſhe with a mali- 
cious Smile)“ own ſincerely what Terms you are upon 
with her; I fancy things have been carried farther 
than I at firit imagin'd You heſitate (con- 
tinued ſhe) * may I not be truſted, or do you diſ- 
ſemble in order to impoſe on me a ſecond time? 

speak, come to a Reſolution, I will know the 
* Truth, or begone, and never ſee me more.“ 

Defiourneaux was cruelly perplex'd at this Chal- 
lenge: He could not rightly conceive what Ma- 
demoiſelle d' Elbieux aim'd at; he was perſuaded 
theſe Queries related to his ſecret Engagements, 
but he could not underſtand that ſhe had been a 
Witneſs to any of his Interviews, this confounded 
him; all he could gather was, that ſhe knew more 
of his private Marriage than he was aware of, that 
ſhe was in love with him, and that for fear he 
ſhould conceal any thing, ſhe pretended to have 
made theſe Diſcoveries. With this Notion, he 
anſwer'd accordingly, * only ſerved tc to increaſe | 
the Perplexit . 

The Jeſt of all this was, theſe two were at croſs 
Queſtions. Deftourneaux Tpoke of his Wife, Ma- 
demoiſelle d. Elkieux of her Mother, and as for the 
Counteſs ſhe was quite at a loſs ; and, deſirous to 
underſtand what they talk'd,of, drew. nearer, and 
was more attentive than ever 

I ſhould think myſelf obliged (anſwer'd 
Defiourneaux) if you won not inſiſt on my ac- 
« knowledging a Weakneſs, of which I am more 
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«© aſhamed than ever, and which maſt be diſagree. 
able, without furniſhing any thing to divert you.” 
That's nothing, (cried ſhe interrupting him haſtily) 
I will know the whole Affair, and unleſs you will 
diſoblige me, you muſt not omit the leaſt Circun. 
+ ſtance.” | 

„Well then, to ſatisfy you, (replied he) I own 
«© we are married.“ You are married! (cried 
ihe interrupting him again ;) © and dare to make 
* your Addreſſes to me! No wonder my Mother 


was ſo indulging : You have ſaid enough, Sir, 


deſire to know no more; had I imagin'd as much, 
I ſhould not have thus expos'd mytelf ; farewel 
* for ever; I wiſh you Joy, but let me hear no more 
* of it” Saying theſe Wor , at which Deftour- 
zearx was Thunder- ſtruck, ſhe and her Maid took 


to their Heels, leaving him and the Counte/s fo a. 


maz'd at this Concluſion, that they retir'd, without 
being able to comprehend the ſtrange things they 


had heard. Any one, on ſuch an Occaſion, would] 


have been equally perplex'd.. | 

Tt was very odd in this puzzling Interview, that 
nobody ſuſpected the Source of theſe diverting Mi 
takes: The Counte/5 return'd with a firm Belief that 
it was Deftiva/who came thither : Deffourneauæ went 
away fully perſuaded that the Meeting was defign'd 
for him; and Mademoiſelle d Elbieux retir'd to her A. 
partment well ſatisfied. that her Mother was married 
to De/iival, and herſelf impos'd on by his Addreſſes. 
All this was owing to the Darkneſs of the Night: 
The Sound of the Voice, which might have been ct 
Service, was of no Uſe, becauſe the Maid infiſted 
on their ſpeaking very low: all together, as one may 


Imagine, produced very diverting Conſequences. 


We ſhall reſerygathe Detail for the next Part, 
not to be wanting Order. Dinner, which my 
Aunt ſerved up, inte 
what regards myſelf, * 


what belongs to others. 
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It was with ſome Difficulty I vrevail'd with my 
Parents to fit down. I long'd prodigiouſly to men- 
tion myſelf, without raifing any Suſpicion how much 
[ was concern'd ; my Aunt gave me an Opportu- 

nity by aſking them, when ſhe ſet on the Deſert, 

whether they had heard from me? Alas, no, 
« Siſter, (replied my Mother with an Air of Trou- 
ble at ſuch a Queſtion) * I heard indeed, that ſhe 
© was for ſome time in à Convent not far from us, 
by one who was then a Penſioner there, but now 
lives about a League from our Village; but ſhe 
that when Mademoiſelle d' Elbieux came 
© thither, my Daughter diſappear'd, and that is 
* the laſt Account 1 had of her.) Perceiving the 
Diſcourſe was like to reft there, I reviv'd it by aſk- 
ing, how it was poffible their Daughter ſhould omit 
acquainting them where ſhe was? In all Appear- 
ance, continued I, 'ſhe was ns'd unkindly by yon, 
or elſe ſhe would have behaved otherwiſe. * Far 
„ from it, Madam (rephed my Father) ſhe wass 


* ſpoil'd with too mus Fondneſs, and would always js 


© have her own Way; to this it is we owe all the 
« Vexations ſſie has brought v us: Where ſhe is, 
« or ho ps ite herfelf, I know not; but 
*anfiver to God for all the 
“Tears her Obi inacy has drawn from her Mother's 
Eyes: for my Par am come to a Reſolution, 
* * and abandon: her t unhappy Fate. 

Good God ! 7 Be teplied my Mother, wip- 
ing away the Tears ne could not hide) we 
muſt hope that Head Ill open her Eyes; you 
5 ought not thus to throwthe Helve after the Hat- 

* chet.” How do we kn be all, but ſhe may 
not be ſo much to blame hey pretend ? Your 
Son: in- law has too much. wich you.“ Ay, 
that is juſt Hke you le my Father ſome- 
thing peeviſhty) , you anways throwing Colin 
*© and your Daughter ih ay Teeth ; it is not they 
« that occaſion "theſe Stories of her, but her own 

N bad 
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Fae} 
bad Conduct and ill Humours. Has ſhe ever ſent 


us any Tidings fince ſhe went away? Go, you 
are a fooliſh Woman to: lament her thus eyery 
Pay; it's more than ſhe deſerves ; if you would 
be ruled by me, never mention. her Name.“ 
Look ye, Huſband, - (replied my Mother) nobody 
ſhould be condemn'd unheard; for all you can fay, 
my Daughter ever had an honeſt Heart, and in- 
clin'd to Virtue; I would lay any Wager, were 
ſhe ber own Miſtreſs, ſhe would give us evident 
Proofs of it; but, as they ſay, the Abſent are al. 
ways to blame, and when People are down, down 
with them. True enough (replied my Aunt 
very piteoully) ©* witneſs Fohn Belanger our Ringer, 
the great Bell was no ſooner broke, but in ring- 


. 
A 


ing the other, the Steeple. fell upon him.” 


The Gravity with which this filly Compariſon 


was utter'd, made me laugh very heartily. ; Bar- 


tara, as well as my Father and Mother appear'd 
ſo confounded, that I was obliged to make an Apo- 
logy for my Mirth. People in low, Life, when be. 
fore thoſe they think are much their Betters, al- 
ways fancy themſelves the Subject of Riddicule; a 
great deal of Caution muſt be us d,, to-prevent their 
being affronted. I made . amends, by ;an obliging 
Behaviour, for my Indiſcretion, which was ſoon 
forgot; in order to make myſelf again the Sub- 
ject of their Converſation, #T 
Aunt, your taking your Mirce's "Part ;. for, by the 
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Character her Mother haß given of her, 


tereſted in her on perſuaded. the 554 
without very good Realons for the contrary, have 
given berore now conviieing Proofs of her Affection 
and Duty; Appeargllees are not always to be re. 
lied on, as they arg Iten deceitful. You are 
very good, Madaſſ fxreplied my Mother look- 


ing ſtedfaſtly on me, Mich ſhe had not ventur'd to 
do before) * to take my poor Fexny's Fart. III 
had been beliey'd, People would have had the 


ſame 
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ſame Opinion of her, and ſuſpended their Cen- 


« ſures ; but every one has not your good Senſe.” 
fy Saying this, my good-natur'd dear Mother could 
ald not avoid melting into Tears, Nature exerted her- 
Fin ſelf, and the meeting of our Eyes doubtleſs ftirr'd 
Wy the Sympathy of our Hearts, we both cried. By 
lay, pretending Buſineſs in my Cloſet, I prevented any 
* Diſcovery on my Side, and ſtaid there till I had 
_ recover'd myſelf. I could hear my Father blame 
dent her Tenderneſs and Tears. She excus'd herſelf, 
lng by alledging the great Reſemblance between her 
4 Daughter and me, which made ſuch an Impref- 
\urt WY gon, the ſaid, that ſhe could not refrain from 
885 crying. My Father own'd he was of the ſame 
0 Opinion, and, if he had durſt, would have men- 
305 tion'd it. After this, their Diſcourſe ran upon, 
rifon Bi cho ! was, and my Way of Life. My Aunt ex- 
B of toll'd me to the Skies, and ſaid, that at Court 
2 where ſhe had been with me, none but Perſons of 
* Quality viſited me, moſt of them my near Rela- 
1 21 ations; and as to my Conduct, no Nun ever lived 
2 more regular. Then ſhe diſcanted on my good 


ce Nature and Generoſity; ſhe told them I permit- 
wel Wl ed her to ſit down to Table with me, and was 
Sing | ſweet-temper'd, that whenever ſhe did any thing 


1 about me, I always thank'd her. My Father and 
dw other congratulated with her on her good Fortune, 
5495 adviſing her to cultivate it; that as for their Parts, 
* yo ley were far from being ſo happy, being hardly 
Th f ble to ſubſiſt, eſpecially after being robb'd of 


bare o good Cows, which was their main Support. 
gion This went to my Heart, and I reſolv'd to relieve 
: ny dear Parents in their Neceſſities, but ſo as not 
o diſcover myſelf, or give them the leaſt Sul- 
Len pion. In order to this, when I return'd to them, 
| mention'd the Reliſh I had for the Country, 
11 ad an Inclination to ſpend ſome Months there. 
4 0 | had no ſooner ſtarted this Subject, but poor 
7 barbara, who doated on her Village, ſaid, that 


* 


—— 


I had recover'd from the Emotion their Preſence 
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© if I continued in ſo good a Reſolution, their Vi. Ml 48 
© Jage muſt be the Place; that it was the beſt Ai (yare 
aud fineſt Proſpect in all the Country.“ Very on thi 
« likely I may go there (ſaid I) being order'd 0 portui 
« drink Milk for ſome Months, and if your Brother Wl 
and Sifter will be ſo good as to comply with what reſied 
] ſhall deſire, I ſhall not defer the Journey much would 
«© Jonger.”” Be ſo good! (cried Barbara ina Tranſ. jus Cc 
port) © go, go, III anſwer for them, you need preſo d 
only ſpeak your Mind.“ My Father and Mother _— 
aſſured me they were ready to bre me, and thought from 1 
themſelves happy to have it in their Power, © ] Lap 


« am much beholden to you (ſaid I) for your good 

«© Will, and take you at your Word; but I muſ . 
deſire you to buy me two young Cows, that the 3 the 
„Milk may be the better. I ſhall alſo give you 8 Ec, 
Money to furniſh a Chamber; and as I am fond] , 1 
of Country Amuſements, you muſt lay out a Sum TIN 
„of Money which I deſign for purchaſing a little A 8 
Flock of Sheep.“ My Father, Mother and W 
Barbara ſtared and liſten'd with all their Ears; but, . 7 ry 


without giving them time to-reply, I pulled out my .... left 


Parſe, and counted down fifty Piſtoles with which 1 1 
i had farniſh'd myſelf, beſides a Rouleau of five mi ink : 
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twenty Louis dOrs. There (ſaid J to my Mo- 
ther, giving her the Money) ** that is for the Cows 
« and their Proviſion, and what is in that Paper i 
« for farniſhing your Room, which will ſerve me 
„ when 1 come, and in my Abſence you may uis 
it yourſelves.” My Father and Mother were 0 
farpriz'd, that their Acknowledgments betray 
their Confuſion. To end them, I roſe, ſaying | 
had Letters to write, and retir*d to my Cloſe wich 
a Satisfaction that convinced me, there cannot be a 
reater Pleaſure than to confer a Benefit, and acqul 
ourſelves worthily of our Duty. | 
When my Father and Mother were gone, i 


occaſion'd, I wrote to St. Fal; I thought prop 
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— RS: 
to acquaint him with his Unkle's Viſit, and the 
Converſation which had paſs d; I aſk'd his Advice 
on that Subject; and, in order to have an Op- 
portupity of acquainting him with the Situation 
of my Mind, I prais'd his honourable and dilinte- 
reſted Behaviour, which I knew ſo well, that I 
would not diſſemble my Uneaſineſs in regard of 
his Couſin, which, I told him, was not to be ex- 
preſs d; I begg'd, on that Account, to hear from 
him very ſpeedily, and that he would hide nothing 
from me. 8 r 

After writing a long Letter and ſending it to the 
poſt, I took up a Book to amuſe my Melancholy. 
I had commenced Philoſopher, and advanced daily 
in the Knowledge of myſelf ; I found by Expe- 
rence, that to conquer one's ſelf, recourſe muſt be 


| had to Amuſement. At firſt every thing that thwarts 


our Inclinations is irkſome ; but the Mind accuſtoms 
ſelf to Subjection, where Courage is not wanting; 
Reaſon and a ſmall ſhare of Reſolution will carry 

the Point. | 
T {aid, I had ſent to the Poſt, and conſequently 
was left alone; in the mean time ſomebody came 
to the Door 3 Night was coming on, and I did not 
think proper to anſwer, much leſs to open the 
Door. Nevertheleſs, I was very deſirous to know 
who it could be. When one lives in continual 
ExpeCtation, and under any Uneaſineſs, every 
thing raiſes the Spirits: if this ſhould be, ſaid I 
to myſelf, a Letter from Sz. Fal, or an Expreſs 
with urgent Bufineſs, it would grieve me exceed- 
ngly to be the Occaſion of his going away again. 
Prepofleſs'd with this fooliſh. Notion; I &ould not 
refrain ſatisfying my Curioſity : When they knock'd 
a ſecond Time, I drew near the Door and aſk' d 
their Buſineſs ? To ſpeal a word with your Miſtreſs, 
they anſwer'd, What would you have with ber? 
continued J. Lord ! open the Door, they replied, 
bis Grace is coming up. I thought proper to be 
6 | {lent 


T- 8 
ſilent upon this; a great Light ſhew'd me, thro 
the Keyhole, a Nobleman, whom I knew 
Duke of——. I concluded the Vifit was defigh'd 
to me, and trembled for Fear; but hearing him 
ſay, You miſiake the Door, that is not Junia*s Abart. 
ment, | began to recover, and return'd thanking 
Heaven that. I had been ſo cautious. Upon this 
account, as ſoon as Barbara return'd; I reiterated 
my Commands not to open the Door without ac- 
quainting me; I began to dread the Effects of 
Chance, and reſolv'ꝰd to be ſo much upon my Guard 
as to have no Occaſion to repent my want of Fore. 
81 know not whether I had a Surmiſe of what was 
to befall me; but, inſtead of any Apprehenſion of 


Teeing the old Marqueſs, J remember, the Day he. 


promis'd to come, I waited for him with great 
Impatience; the great Deſigns, he ſaid he had 
in my Behalf, ſooth'd, even againſt my Inclina. 
tion, a certain Elevation of Mind, which rais'd 
my Hopes far above what I had Reaſon to expect; 
and when I had wearied myſelf with Vexation, my 
Relief was to feed on theſe pleaſing Dreams. Who 
would have imagin'd they could ever have been ſo 
fully aceompliſh'd? —_ „ 
It was near Six in the Evening; I began to 
think the Marques would not keep his Promiſe, 
when he appear d: He enquir'd in the politeſt man. 
ner after my Health, and when J had fatisfied him, 
he aſk'd if I was not tired with that lonely Kind 
of Life, which he judged muſt ſometimes prove 
inſupportable ? I affured him, I was never hap- 
+ pier than when alone, and that in Working and 
Reading I defeated the moſt uneaſy Hours. 
Vom are very happy (replied the Marque/3)'to be 
thus ſufficient to yourſelf ; at your Age one-{el- 
dom finds ſo large a Share of Reaſon and Con- 
« tempt of the World; but ſince it's ſo, no wonder 
you inſpire ſuch ardent Paſſions, Now we are r 
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CE : this Subject (continued he without giving me time 


eply) you little think how great a Luſtre you 
pang or: to your Charms and Conduct. A 
perſon turn'd of Threeſcore, and of Quality too, 
d has in his Breaſt a great Deſire of making your 
Fortune; he has entruſted me with the Secret of 
his Paſſion; notwithſtanding his Age, his Com- 
plaiſance and Tenderneſs, which I can anſwer for, 
„will make him acceptable : I endeavour'd to per- 
fuade him, that conſidering your good Senſe, he 
could run no Hazard in addreſſing himſelf im- 
mediately to you; but he has no mind to diſcover 
« himſelf, till he has ſome hopes of not being re- 
jected.” Whilft the Margue/s utter d this, his 
Eyes were fix d upon me. I look'd down, and in 
the Uncertainty of what to anſwer, or what was 
meant by all this, I thought the beſt way would be 
to turn it to Ridicule. You have a great deal of 
© Wit (continued the Marqueſs diſcovering my E- 
vaſion) © and it is no eaſy matter to impoſe upon 
you. Nevertheleſs, I ſolemnly ſwear, I am in 
' earneſt ; you pretend to think me in jeſt, but 
what I have told you is matter of Fact: We'll 
' ſay no more of it, fince you don't as yet think it 


I © worth your Notice; perhaps hereafter a pro- 


perer time may offer itſeif, a Lover of Threeſcore 

muſt have Patience. Cp? oe 9 Re! 
Saying this, the old Margue/5 look'd at me with 
an Air of Trouble and Confuſton : I was at a Loſs 
what to think, or how to behave ; the Love: ue 
ſpoke of, reſembled himſelf ſo well, that | was 
ſatisfied my. Conjectures were not wrong, eſpecially 
on calling to mind what his Son had often told me 
concerning his amorous Diſpoſition; this Thought 
made me grave in my Turn, and I reſolved not to 
underſtand him, to prevent the Riddle being ex- 
plain'd, by giving him artfully to underſtand, that 
Iwas averſe to all ſuch Propofals. This ſucceeded ; 
the Margue/s, with all his Cunning, ſeem'd to be 
e Dos FIN | outwitted ; 
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outwitted ; but this is not the Place to unravel the 
nn, - „ 
The Converſation ran upon a different Subjeg 
The old Marqueſs told me, he was labouring i 
my Behalf at Court; that he had reminded the 
King of what he had done for me heretofore . 
that this had given him an Opportunity of men. 
tioning my Merit, and- grateful Remembrance 
the Gratification with which j had been honour! ; 
that the Monarch, hearing the Margue/s was my 
Godfather, and that he eſpous'd my Intereit, did 
not ſeem very averſe to allowing me a Penſion ; that 
he was in hopes it would be ſuch as would maintan 
me, independently of foreign Succours. 

I muſt own I was much pleas'd with this Piece of 
Service, my Vanity found its Account in it: One 
of my greateſt Vexations'was the Neceſſity I was 


under of being beholden to others, and without ex: | 


amining whether this was not a generc:.s 4\rtifice 
las it was likely enough) for aſſiſting me, I thank'd 
him very ſincerely for the good News. The 
thing is not yet done (cried the Margue/s charm'd 


at the Succels of his Project) but I don't doubt at 


my Return to wiſh you Joy of it: I ſhall be & 
* tremely pleas'd {continued he) for I vow, I have 
nothing more at heart than your Intereſt. | 

J anſwer' d in a proper manner to this Compli- 
ment. It grew late, and Barbara came a ſecond 
time to know if I would go to Supper: the old 
Marqueſs drew near with a reſpectful Air which 
pleas d me, and aſk'd very complaiſantly my Leave 
to ſtay whilſt I ſupp'd. Alas! my Lord (an- 
ſwer'd I ſomething perplex'd at his Requeſſ 
knowing me ſo well as you do, is it poſſible to 
«« refute you?“ © Certainly (replied the Margueſi; 
I conſider you in a light ſo different from what 
* you imagine, that the leaſt Hint from you, to me 
is an Order not to be diſputed ; as a Proof of it, 1 
am ready to leave you, if you are ſo unjuſt as to 
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think me capable of aſſuming a Right to the leaſt 
« Complaiſance on your Side; a ſingle Word will 
i convince you; is my Company unſeaſonable ?? 
„No, my Lord (replied I, obliging him to fit 
donn again, and charm'd with his Politeneſs) “ your 
« Behaviour deſerves even 4 greater Regard than 
« your Quality, and encourages me ſo far, that I 
« almoſt dare preſume to offer my Supper ſuch as 
« it is.” Ah! you oblige me infinitely (replied 
the Marqueſs endeavouring to kiſs my Hand, which 
[| drew from him) this ſhews how charming a 
Creature you are.” The Marqueſs ſaid a thouſand 
fne things beſides on this Subject. Supper, which 
vas brought in, afforded a * of Compli- 
ments; 1 did the Honours of my Table pretty well, 


and may venture to affirm, the Nobleman imbib'd 
more Love than Wine, though that was not ſpared, 


he ſee ming to reliſh it. 5 
f ary preciſe Woman ſhould blame my Com- 
plaiſance in admitting the Margue/s's private Viſits, 
| hope ſhe will condeſcend to inform me how I ought 
to have behaved : Had ſhe been in my Place, per- 
hape ſhe had not come off ſo well Why ſhould [ 


| fatter the 3/arqueſs for his Probity ? To pique him 


upon the Point of Honour, to prevent his taking 
undue Liberties ; ſuch an Addreſs is excuſable, and 
a Woman is allow'd to have recourſe to the like 
Artifices, when their ſole Aim is to make their In- 


nocence or Virtue rever'd. 


I had no reaſon to repent of my Conduct; the 


old Margue/5 was very gay and made love, but with 
the ſame Reſpect as if I had been a Woman of the 
frſt Quality. 
made me a thouſand Compliments on the Subject; 
when the Clock ſtruck Eleven, of his own Accord 
he ſaid, he would not make me regret my Conde- 
ſcenſion, and that it was time for him to retire. I 
receiv d this laſt Proof of his Deference as I ought, 
and indeed it was ſo acceptable that I 


He deſir'd a Song, I complied ; he 


declar'd my 
Satisfaction; 


186 
Satisfaction; after this he took leave, aſſuring 5. 
1 ſhould never have the leaſt Reaſon to complain 
his On, mo lets of his Behaviour. 
Durivg eight Davs that he conſtantly viſited 
no Grounds for the leaſt Suſpicion ; 3 
pleid t Tic tac, which he taught me, at otle 
Times he gave me an Account of what paſs'd | 
Court. This was an inexhauſtib'e Subject. I mul 
own this Nobleman's Converſation was fo interef. 
ing, and amuſed me fo very much, that I was neyer 
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tired with it. At firſt I was upon the reſerve, ap- One . 
prehending his obliging me to explain myſelf with an ord 
reſpect to his Son, which would have made me ve that had 
uncaſy ; but when I was freed from this Care by 914" ane 


his Diſcretion, I ſoon behav'd with my uſual Cheat. fruck a 
fulneſs. It was not diſagreeable; my Temper is real * 
pliable, and eaſily accommodates itſelf to my Com- whoſe B. 
pany 3 have often experienced this, and reflect fired 03 
with ſome Pleaſure, that it has generally been re- aching | 
liſh'd. Pride interferes a little here, I afk Pardon; with ne! 
but, if it is becoming to acknowledge our Faults, is lated ar 
it not ſometimes allowable to mention our good be depe 
Qualities ? In my Opinion it ſhould be fo, there Ide Han 


being a kind of Equity in ſuch a Behaviour. 1 hapF 

On the eighth Day the Vargueſs inform'd me MW! Suess 
he was oblived to return to Court, and that he s no 
ſhould hot ſee me for a Fortnight : * I ſwear (ſaid he had 
he) © no Journey of a long time has given me ſo Parpoſe 


ſaid, . 
in 6 
* mylelf from you; never before could J be faid to wie 
* know what Dependence is, and if you think me * pals 
* fincere, you'll contribute to make it ſupportable, took | 
there may be a Method thought of. to render it im f 
ſo.“ The old Marqueſs, for the little time he bing 
had viſited, had ſo much accuſtom'd me to this dec 
ſort of Diſcourſe, that I gave little Regard to it. = 
| what 


The M2 22 


much Uneafineſs ; I am ſo uſed to the Pleaſure of 


Y your Company, that I fuffer cruelly in tearing 


1 189] 
The Day follow ing this Farewel, made me ſuffer 


ring me 
eh in my Turn: the Marqueſs, old as he was, had the 
Talent of diverting me; when the Hour came, at 
d, Tha which he uſed to viſit, I was alone, and gave my- 
mes ze elf up to Melancholy and Vexation ; Time hung 
it othe: very heavy upon my Hands; no News of St. Fal, 
15d and conſequently none of my Lover. He was no 
I mul longer guilty from the Time I knew his Life ex- 
ntereſt. po- d, and every Moment I wearied Heaven with 
s never ny Vows for his Safety. Eh 
7e, ap One Morning when Trouble had wak'd me ſooner 


than ordinary, I heard the Relation of ſomething 
that had paſs'd in the Ne with a Liſt of the 
are by dain and Wounded cried about the Streets. This 
truck a Terror into me, for fear of finding the 
per i; ral Cauſe of my not hearing from thoſe, in 
Com. WM whoſe Behalf I intereſted myſelf; however, I de- 
refles Wired my Aunt to buy it, and receiv'd it with an 
en re. MW iching Heart. Barbara brought. the Hawker up 
rdon; MW vith her, I aſk'd him whether the Account re- 
Its, is lted any thing that had lately paſs'd, and might 
good be depended upon? Without doubt (anſwer'd 
there the Hawker), it is not above a Month ſince it 
c happen'd, we had the Relation but Yeſterday.” 

| me I guefs'd by his Anſwer, the Paper he bragg'd of 
at he Nas not much to be credited, and told him, that if 
(faid be had no freſher Account, it did not ſuit my 
ne ſo {Wfarpoſe. The Hawker, to retrieve his Indiſcretion. 
re of aid, „if L was curious in knowing what. paſs'd 
ring in Germany, he would bring me the Gazette 
id to twice a Week, aſſuring me, that every thing which 
me ! paſs'd in the Army, was to be found there“ I 
able, Nbook him at his Word, and promis'd to ſatisfy 
er it lm fo well for it, that he aſſar'd me he would 
he bing the Gazette, which was every Moment ex- 
this pected, that very Day. I was highly pleaſed to 
t. tink I had found ,qut;:an Expedient, to know 
what paſs'd. As 8 I deſigned 

The e go early to Maſs, to avoid meeting any one, I 
8 > ol 
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ſat down to my Toilette, where I was not à | 
ſurpriſed at oh happen'd. 2 Bas 1 

Looking for ſomething in one of the Boxes. 
found a Packet that I did not know, and which 
I examin'd, It proved to be a Parſe, ſuch x 
Counters are put into, very well ſecured, which b 
its Weight I judg'd to be full of Gold. T 1. 
not miltaken ; it eontain'd two Hundred Piſtols 
and the following Billet, n 


OU have here two Thouſand Livres, a Cy. 

tuity the King grants you by my Hands: I. 

has appointed you befides, one Thouſand yearly, Ty 

fo good an Qeconomiji, as I now you to be, this litt. 

Rewenue T1 am perſuaded will ſuffice. ' I ævonld m 

deliver the Money mrſelf, apprebending” your A. 

knowoledg ments ; you owe none to me; as to' your 

Friendſbip, that is another | 
Sall not ſo eaſihy give up my Pretenſions. 

5 a The Margue/s of L. J. 

This Piece of Generoſity, and the Manner of & 

ing it, ſurpris'd me very much; it came very ſq 

ſonably, my ready Money being almoſt exhanſte 

by the Aſſiſtance T had given my Parents, and con- 


mir d the divine Providence, and from my Hear 
acknowledged its Bounties ; my Fervency in the 
Church ſurpafs'd what I had ever felt before; the 
Poor were amply remember'd ; and before I leſ 
the Sanctuary, I gave Money to the Sacriſtan to 
have Maſfes offered up for the Marquefss and the 
Count's Preſervation from the Dangers to which 
they were expos'd. I always had a Confidence in 
ſuch Acts of Piety, and have frequently experienc'd 
that they are never thrown away; the firſt Effet 
J received from their Efficacy, was Reſignation and 
Peace of Mind, and this certainly was no fmal 
Advantage. LOUTH ee GIBBONDS TED OB 


wwe 


The 


N 
% 


Fair, and to which If 


ſequently I muſt have wanted very ſhortly. I ad. 


The! 
brought 
Article 
perſons 
became 
plainly 
ing the 
that a 
Quality 
for deac 
in Tear 
did not 
[ was, | 

Two 
found r 
Barbar. 


me ove 


in her 
very p 
“Cour 
«© eve 
the 
pany v 
pyman, 
caſion 
packet 
upon hi 
Conjun 
aflicted 
Faintin 
of a P 
look' d 
Day m. 
The 
to my 
Expreſt 
was re 
of the 
Papers, 


his lil 
ut my 
or A. 
to © your 
vhich 


727 
of dh. 
en Re 


havuſted 
nd con- 


I ad- 


Heart 
in the 
e; the 
I lest 
ſtan to 
nd the 
which 


[ 191 ] 


The Hawker, who had promiſed me the Gazette, 
brought it after Dinner; I look'd earneſtly for the 
Article which might give me foine Account of the 
Perſons for whom I was concern'd. Alas! what 
became of me, when I found a Paſſage which too 
plainly confirm'd what Sz. Fal had wrote concern- 
ing the Marqueſs! The Paper gave an Account, 
that a Detachment, commanded by a Man of 
Quality, had been cut off, and the Commander left 
for dead on the Place. Ah Heavens! cried I bath'd 
in Tears, the Margueſs is no more! No wonder I 
did not hear from his Kinſman. Overwhelm'd as 
[ was, J fainted away. 4 "So 

Two Hours paſſed before I came to myſelf. I 
found my Bed furrounded with ſtrange Faces, and 
Barbara on her Knees crying bitterly, having given 


ne over for dead: a Prieſt, whom ſhe had ſent for 
in her Fright, aſk'd how I did? Alas! (cried I 


very piteouſly) © more ſick in Mind. than Body.” 
Courage, Madam, (replied he) Heaven will re- 
lieve you; in the mean time, reſign. yourſelf into 
* the Hands of Providence. At this the Com- 
pany withdrew, and left me alone with the Cler- 
geman, whom I have mention'd on another Oc- 
cafon (the Perſon I ſent for on Account of the 
Packet thrown from Faunia's Window.) I look'd 
upon him as one ſent from Heaven at this terrible 
Conjuncture; I acquainted him how much I was 
aflicted, letting him know in general, that my 
Fainting was occaſioned by hearing of the Death 
of a Perſon who was dear to me, and whom I 
look'd upon as a Man that was to have been one 
Day my Huſband. - „„ Wy 

The diſcreet Eceleſiaſtick accommodated*himſelf 
to my Weakneſs, comforted me with very moving 
Expreſſions, and warded off the Deſpair which 
was ready to ſeize me, by making me ſenſible 
of the little Credit I ought to give to the publick 


tapers, which, he ſaid, were very uncertain. | He 


_ exhorted 
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exhorted me to have recourſe to God, and afſure, 
an open Refuge; in a Word, he handled the 
Subject with ſo much Addreſs, that he preyaily 
on me to promiſe not to indulge my Grief at the 
Expence ot my Health; that it was a heinous 0. 
fence againſt God; and that an Attachment tg 
Creatures, which drew on one's own Deſtruction, 
was a Crime for which I muſt one Day be reſpoy. 
ſible ; he concluded with promiſing to viſit me 
from time to time, and to be mindful of me in hi 
Prayers. a | s 
Immediately after he was gone, a tall thin May 
whoſe monſtrous black Wig ſtruck a Terror into 
me, advanced, without ſpeaking aWord, to take me 
by the Hand. My Head was ſtill in ſuch Confuſion, 
that not perceiving him to be a Phyſician, I crie 
out for help. Theſe Symptoms (ſaid he ſeizing 
my Arm, and feeling my Pulſe in Spite of ny 
Reſiſtance, . and addreſſing himſelf to an elderly 
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Lady who came with him) indicate a mani The 
© Delirium, and what paſſed juſt now was a Fit and af: 
it. The Lady muſt be bled immediately, whiliM ploying 
< this Interval lafts.” What with Weakneſs and Sur replied 
priſe, I was unable to interrupt this expeditiou| deft of 
Gentleman. The Lady, who had an entire Conf. « wiil } 
dence in him, ſaid by way of Exclamation, Good Leni 
„ God ! how favourable is Providence! If Doc have 
Purple had not been at Home, what might no Expe 
„have happen'd ?” During the Lady's Soliloquy Ml « ſeque 
the Phyſician, with an Air as if he would be ebe) © Day 
ed, order'd my Aunt to fetch Mr. Lancelet the du « Day: 
geon to let me Blood in the Foot. This terrible Or for 6 
der recover'd my Voice; I told Dr. Purple, I wal © be n. 
oblig'd to him for his Care, but that, God „TI! 
thank'd, there was no Occaſion for the Surgeon illi 
* You'll ſee (ſaid he without giving me any Anlweril © cary 
Mr. Lancelet will come too late, another Fit i 1 
* coming on.” Hey Day] (cried I interrupting hu this E 
cried o 


very haſtily) what is the Meaning of all * 
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id aflure; MY. No you imagine Tam mad ?**God forbid, Madam, 


dled the replied the Phyſician looking very myſteriouſly on 
Prevaibd tte frange Lady, who ſeem'd to pity me) we are 
kat the fr from any any ſuch Thoughts. Have a good 
nous Of. Heart, Madam, (continued he holding a Candle to 


ment tony Face) © we'll ſet you up again pleaſe God. Do 
truQion, « you ſee (ſaid he in a low Voice to the Lady at 
> reſpon. ny Bed's Head) © that Sparkling in the Eyes and 
viſit ne, ring Look ? Infallible Proofs of outrageous 


ne in k, Madneſs. An Empirick as I am, is never deceiv'd 
„by the Eye; tho' the whole Faculty were pre- 
« ſent, I would not bate them an Inch. Really 


« the Ignorance of our Phyſicians is prodigious ; a 


un May 
ror into 


take me convincing Proof of which, is the Envy they 
nfuſion, bear Men of Skill like me. Patience; they talk 
P cried « of making Paris too hot for me; may be ſo; 
: ſeizing but woe betide them: I have a whole Volume 
of mi ready, which I'll print in Holland, that ſhall 


elderly 


4 


© make them repent their their Proceedings.“ 
manifet 


The Lady approv'd with a Nod what he ſaid, 


Fit off ind aſd him what Remedies he thought of em- 

whit poy ing to cure my Madneſs ? © Very ſimple one's” 

e [replied the Empirick, who was certainly the Mad- 
tions 


deft of the two:) *The Gentlemen of the Faculty 


Conf. « will hold a Patient in hand three Years with their 


Goode Lenitives and Regimen ; whereas my Remedies 
Doc have their Effect in nine Days; you ſhall ſee the 
ht nol Experiment. I'll have her bled three Days con- 
110quy Ml « ſequently twice a Day; I'll emaciate her three 
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Pays ſhe ſhall be ſet up to the Neck in a cold Bath 
for fix Hours each Day; and if on the Tenth ſhe 
be not cured, and as much in her Senſes as I am, 


„willing to be thought as ignorant as an Apothe- 
*cary's Apprentice of three Months ſtanding.” 

[ was ſo terrified at the murderous Deſigns 
this Empirick was projecting againſt me, that [ 
cried out bitterly. * Barbara, who was now return'd, 

| ran 


“ Days more with Bread and Water; the laſt three 


„'I forfeit the Name I have acquir'd, „and am | 
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my 

ran to me, all in Tears, and enquired in the ten. — | 
dereſt manner what was the Matter. Alas! my but Dr. 
dear Friend, (ſaid J pointing to the terrible Dr. he will e 
Purple) © ſend that Man away, the very Sight of need not 
© him makes me tremble. Is Mr. Lancelet coming Word, 
(cried the Empirick without regarding what I aid) MW Door, . 
„Oh, here he is (continued he ſeeing him enter the. courting 
Room:) „Come, Sir, to the Operation But firſt of (greater 
* all (added he pulling out a Paper) take Notice of ſk: of any 
« this Permiſſion which has been granted me for The La 
e viſiting of Patients during one Month; it is pro- elly goc 
- «© per to do things in order, that you may go to Tears, m: 
Work with the greater Confidence.“ The Sur. Ine that! 
geon, without making any Reply, produced a Fil. With this 
let, his Lancets, and called for warm Water, urgeon A 
Whilſt this Conſpiracy and the Preparations were again Pu 
carrying on, I made a Sign for Barbara to come Inade nie 
to me, then making her draw the Curtains about H. cover x 
me, catch'd up a Gown, and eſcaped out at the me the 
Bed's Feet into another Room, ſecuring the Door, WM ed he 
with a firm Reſolution not to open it till Dr, Pur- WM; gav 
ple and his Collegue were gone. | lad paſs'd 
I could hear from thence, the Uproar my Eſcape, firugg'd t 
when perceiv d, occaſion' d. See, (cried the Em- piece of 
pirick) © can there be a more convincing Proof of Nuas ſurpr. 
«© Madneſs, than flying from Remedies that are ne- added, thi 
s ceſſary? You Madam, that brought me hither, N kods we! 
{continued he, ſpeaking to the Lady in the Cham- Wjoſe Ca 
ber) © are a Witneſs of the little Ceremony with inder his 
« which 1 am uſed. Are you not of my Opinion? This e 


(ſaid he drawing near che Door) „would it not be 

«© a Charity, a meritorious Action, to break it open 

and bind the Patient?“ At this, under an Appre- 

henſion of their forcing the Door, I cried out aloud, 

and threaten'd to complain at the Window of the 
A | | 

The Surgeon, who was ſomething reaſonable, 

begg'd of me to moderate myſelf, and aſſured me 

- he was a Man of too much Honour, and 1 

| muc 
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much my humble Servant to bleed me without my 


e ten. Nonſent. Sir, I believe you, (anſwer d I in Tears;) 
! my WL jt Dr. Purple is fo, bent on my Deſtruction, that 
e Dr. he will oblige you to do it.“ No, Madam, you 
ht of . need not fear it (replied Lancelet;) I give you my 
ning? . word, I'Il be the firft to oppoſe it. Open the 
ſaid.) , Door, that I may have the Satisfaction of diſ- 
r the . courting with you, and you will find I have a 
irſt of . greater Regard for your Commands, than thoſe 


' of any other Perſon. ; 75 | 

The Lady, whom TI mention'd, and who was 
elly good natured, and doubtleſs mov'd at my 
Tears, made the fame Proteſtations, and promis'd 
me that I ſhou!d not be moleſted. Encouraged 


with this J ventured to open the Door. The 


ater, surgeon and the Lady came in, ſhutting the Door 
were W:cainti Purple, wio was for forcing his Way, and 
= made me cry out for Fear a ſecond Time. © Re- 
About 


© coyer yourſelf, Madam, (ſaid the Surgeon) and do 
me the Honour to inform me, what has occaſion- 
« ed the Tad I fee you in?“ His polite Beha- 
riour gave me new Life; I related to him all that 
had paſs'd, and this with ſo much Calmneſs that he 


cape, Wlirugg'd up his Shoulders, ſaying, it was not the firſt 
Em- piece of Folly the Man had committed; that it 
of of Nas ſurpriſing he ſnould have leave to practiſe; he 
e ne. Haeded, that he did not want Skill, but that his Me- 
ther, od were ſo expeditious, that none but thoſe 
Nam yhoſe Caſes were deſperate, would venture to be 
with inder his Hands. 
ion? This extravagant Adventure concluded with my 


open geen, vio went away well ſutisfied, but created 
pre- Auch a Diſtaſte in me to Preſeriptions and Phyſici- 
7 Ins, that I never could be prevail'd upon ſince, 

, 


een on the moſt urgent Occaſions, to make any 
Uſe of them. It's true, I have often been made 
ſenſible that this is Prejudice, but it's what I can't 
conquer, and probably may carry to my . 

e 


geatitying very handſomely the Empirick and Sur- 
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The Lady, who was Go good ag to coe b 


Aſſiſtance, when Barbara found me fainting away, 
had an Apartment in the ſame Houſe, with me:! 


A great Devotee, and one who had taken a Lik. 
ing to me, from ſeeing me, ſhe ſaid, pray at 
Church, where ſhe continually was, with great Fer. 
vency. As ſoon as ſhe diſcovered by Barbara 
Outcries, that I was in Danger, as my good Aunt 
imagin'd; ſhe reſolved to aſſiſt both Body and Soul; 
and it was owing to her Charity that I was yi. 
ſited by the Clergyman and Dr. Purple, in both of 
whom ſhe had an entire Confidence, thro' very 
differently grounded, the one being a Man of Sent 
and well qualified for his Office, the other little 
better than ſtark mad, as the Reader may judge 
from what has been ſaid. 
As ſoon as I was freed from the Attack I had 
undergone, and Barbara had acquainted me with the 
Readineſs the devout Lady had ſhown in aſſiſting 
me, I return'd her Thanks in the politeſt manner 
J was Miſtreſs of: She made me, on her Side, 
great Proteſtations of ſerving me, and retired after 
aſſuring me of her - earneſt Deſire of being better 
acquainted, to which I anſwered with a low Cur: 
teſy. I had ſuffered too much by my firſt Ac- 


quaintance, to hazard a ſecond, Nothing could 


prevail on me to change my Conduct. 


When 1 was left at Liberty, I took a Review 
of what had occaſion'd the Trouble I had ſuffer, 
In looking over the fatal Gazette which had be- 
reaved me of my Senſes, whether the Clergyman's 
Diſcourſe prevail'd, or that I found the Article 
not ſo very poſitive, as I had imagin'd, methought 

there was ſome room to doubt, and from thenct 


entertain'd a faint Glimpſe of Hope. The Mar 
gueſs's Name was not inſerted ; there might ve 
well have been ſeveral Detachments, commandec 


too by People of Quality, and poſſibly it might 


not be the Perſon for whom I was ſo nearly mM 
| ; cerned 
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Vor, 


7 
cfned. I went to ſleep with this ſoothing Re- 


flexion. | 


#5 ; Barbara, whom I would fain have ſent to Bed, 
Lik- but was obſtinately bent on watching by me, fell 
y at alleep 5 my Confideration for her preyented me from 
Fer WH waking her. Happy for me, that Providence or- 
ara der'd it thus; for had I been left alone in the In- 
Aunt cident J am going to relate, I muſt have died away 
Soul: . chro' Fear; the Event will ſhow it. | 
1s vi. The Trouble in which-I had ſpent that Day, 
th of doubtleſs was the Cauſe of a frightful Dream, with 
very shich I was diſturbed. Methought a Ghoſt loaded 
Senſe Ml with Chains appeared, looking mournfully upon me. 


I ſhut my Eyes at his horrible Aſpect; but, com- 
pelling me to open them, I ſaw in his Arms a 
bleeding Corps all cover'd with Wounds, which 
| had 7 knew to be my Lover. Methought this Spec- 
th the tacle made ſo deep an Impreſſion on my terrified 
fiſting Senſes, that I remained quite ſtupefed, and my 
aanner Heart was fo oppreſs'd, that, ſullenly penſive, I 
r Side, MI beneld ſeveral diſmal Objects without ſhedding a 
d after Tear. My Lover's Father led a Woman, who ſeem- 
better ed to have my Air and Features; Melancholy 
w ur- appear'd in the Countenance of this other Self, and 
| Ac. what ſhe did ſeem'd done by Compulſion. The 
could old Margue/s kneel'd e down with her at the Feet 
Jof the Phantom; the Corps he carried ſeem'd 
to revive at the Woman's Approach, whom the 
Marqueſs preſented to it, and the Blood no Tonger 


little 
Judge 


Review 


uffer d. 


ad be. fow'd from his Wounds. He took his Father's 
y man'W Hand and that of the Woman, who reſembled 
Artic me, and joined them. - I ſtared, and conſidered 
hougnl with Emotion what paſſed; but, how was J ſurpriſ- 


| thence 


f ed, when looking on the Bridegroom, I perceived 
e MA. 


he was grown young again, and inſtead of the old 


ht very Marque ſe, it appeared to be the Son, who, embru- 
mandeq; ed in Blood, had been carried by the Phantom ! I 
it mighW turn'd haſtily to him. Afſtoniſh'd at this, Sf. Fa? 
rly con fucceeded to the Phantom, and ſeem'd cover'd with 


cerneinll vo 1. II. 1 Wounds, 


— — — 
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775 Wounds, as the young Marqueſs had been : his 


Countenance was ſo mournful and moving, that 
I was going to comfort him in the mh A Sor- 
row with which he appeared to be overwheln. 
ed; when of a ſudden my Curtams being drayy 
back, I ſtarted out of my Sleep, and diſcover, 
by the Watch-light, a Man arm'd with a Poniard, 
which he preſented to my Breaſt, ſaying, You are 
dend if you make the leaſt Noiſe ; your Purſe, or your 
Life, this Inſtant. So 

O Heavens! to you I owe my Preſervation. My 
Aunt, who had began to doze, as I ſaid before, 
was not ſo well compos'd as to ſleep found. She 


heard the Robber breathe, who having form'd his 


Deſign, lay hid juſt by her; and it pleaſed God 
the ſhould take Notice of it. Inftead of giving 
way to Fear, ſhe roſe up under pretence of ſpeaking 
to me, and ſaid, in order to compaſs her Ends, 
that ſince I was going to Reſt and wanted nothing, 
ſhe would go to Bed in the Kitchen. But in- 
ſtead of that, ſhe ſtole out ſoftly, and going down 
Stairs ſhe waked a Tradeſman by Means of a 
.Chamber-window that look'd into the Court, who 
kept ſeveral Men, and acquainted him with the 
Danger I was in, and the Aſſiſtance of which | 


ſtood in need. The Man ſurpris'd at this, called 


up his People in an Inſtant, and ſending one for 
the Watch, came up ſoftly with the reſt in order 
to aſſiſt me. | 

He enter'd juſt as the Villain was forcing me 
to riſe in order to give my Money. The Wretch 
dropp'd the Poniard at this unexpected Sight, fell 
at my Feet and begg'd for Mercy. More dead 
than alive, I had not Strength to ſpeak. The 


Tradeſman and his People immediately ſecur'd him, 


and I preſently knew him again to be the Hawker 
who brought the Gazette. He confeſs'd his In- 
tention of robbing me, and with bitter Lamen- 
tations accus'd my Imprudence, as having Geer 
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Occaſion to it, proteſting that during forty Years 
of Life he had ever behaved honeſtly, but this 


Opportunity and his own extreme Poverty had 


prompted him to this Wickedneſs. 
The Account he gave was as follows: That at 
the time he brought the Gazette, ſome one came 
to receive Money; that the Quantity which I 
howed, made him think of robbing me at a pro- 
per Opportunity; that my keeping the Gazette ſo 
long afforded him leiſure to take Notice of the 
Houſe; nevertheleſs, he did not intend to put his 
Deſign in Execution that Day; but my Fainting 
zway having created a great Confuſion, he deter- 
min'd to take that Opportunity. He hid himſelf 


in a little Cloſet near my Bed, and, but for Barba- 


, all would have been over. God Almighty, 
who watches over and protects his Servants, did 
not permit it, and ſhow'd by the Inſtrument he 
was pleaſed to employ in preſerving my Life, the 


| Greatneſs of his Power, and that he inſpires, when 


he pleaſes, the moſt Fearful with Courage. The 
ſecret Ways of the divine Grace are wonderful, 
and the great Diſpenſer can never be ſufhciently 
rel. | | DE  / 

The ſame Power ſupported and encouraged me 
to fave the Life of the Wretch, who had attempt- 
ed mine; a Moment later he had fallen into the 
Hands of Juſtice. I prevail'd with the 'Tradeſman 
to let him go, and in caſe the Watch came before 


be got away, to ſay he had made his Eſcape. I 


was ſo much moved at his great Want, which he 
eſcrib'd with Tears and bitter Regret for his giv- 
ng way to ſo black a Crime, that I gavg,him two 


bis d' Ors to help him to maintain ten ſmall 


children, he had upon his Hands; exhorting him 
to live honeſtly, and promiſing farther Aſſiſtance 
from time to time, on condition his Wife, or one 


af his Children came for it, and that i never ſaw | 


aum more. 
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J ſhall ſay no more of my Conduct on this Oe. 


caſion; the Satisfaction which aroſe from it Was a 430 
ſufficient Recompence. The Watch return'd as they . 
came, much diverted, without doubt, at my ground mi 4 
leſs Fright : as for the Workmen, whoſe Sleep Jed 
was ſo luckily diſturbed, I gratified them for their Wl . cord 
Pains, as they well deſerved : their Maſter was ng tak 


loaded with Acknowledgments, and the next Day bllows 


1 preſented him with a gold headed Cane, aſſuring (Lat 


him I was much concern'd it was no better; 


valued myſelf on my Gratitude for his Zeal and 1 
Readineſs to ſerve me. bs 


As for my dear Aunt Barbara, to whom I ow'd Ml... 11 


my Life, I promis'd not to lee the World till (a' d! 


J had given ample Proofs of my Obligations to her.. Coe 
A rigid Prudence prevented my declaring on this Zo 
caſion who I was!; but her Simplicity was not Ml . hopes 


to be truſted. Her Indiſcretion might have drawn open 0 
Conſequences of ſo much Weight, that I wa WW... ye 
filent againſt my Inclination : nevertheleſs, I made . Man- 
amends by redoubling my Kindneſs, and I per- ede tha 
ceived with Pleaſure me was ſenſible of it ; this « Supper 
eaſed me of Part of the Concern my Silence oc. Wl fon ot 
cafioned. A certain Turn of Mind is never tired MW. bitch tr. 
with - conferring, Benefits on thoſe, who are thought Madan 
deſerving of them. ' ſtifled, 
I lay awake the remaining Part of that Night, (jour le: 
and only began to reſt When Day was far advanc'd. fre 171 
It was near Four in the Afternoon when Barbara ſorm y 
wak'd me, on account of a great Gentleman in a 'Truth, 
black Gown, with two Attendants, defiring to 'Examir 
ſpeak with me. I Was ſufficiently ſurpris'd at "quence 
ſuch a Viſit, and queſtioned her about their Be. 'viven a 
haviour. Her Auer Was, that the Gentleman Madam 
in the Gown had enquired of her if Madame. Kir wi 
Roches was et home (for thro' Tnadvertency 10 Whig 
went ſtill by that Name) and upon her ſaying 1 nire the 
was aſleep, te replied, that T muſt be wak'd, hay- Nies, but 


ſome Buſineſs with me. * Enquiry Ls Wy good 
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Light into the Affair. I was preparing to riſe for re- 
ceiving this extraordinary Viſit, when the Com- 
nifary, who waited in the Anti-chamber, came 


very civilly into my Room, acquainting me, that 


[ need not give myſelf that Trouble, he having but 


à word or two to ſay. Chairs were ſet ; and hay- 


ing taken his Place, he addreſs'd himſelf to me as 
Hows... +, es | 

« Laſt Night, Madam, the Watch brought a Man 
before me; as he appear'd like one who was mak- 
ing his Eſcape, and it being too late for examin- 


eing him, he was committed: on his Examination. 


this Morning, having contradicted himſelf when 
'2ſk'd from whence he came, he was confin'd a 
© cloſe Priſoner. A Letter, directed for you, Ma- 
dam, and which he entruſted to the Turn-key in 
hopes of its being ſent, was intercepted and broke 


' open on Suſpicion. In it he begs for Mercy, and 


that you would not diſcover him, elſe he is a dead 
Man. Being examin'd as to this Point, he declar- 
ed that he had brought you the Gazette, and ſtaid 
Supper with your Servants, which was the Occa- 
on of his being out ſo late. This agrees ſo ill 
with the Contents of the Letter, that I am come, 


Madam, to know what Complaint he would have 


filed, and which would be fatal if known. With 
your leave, I'll take down your Information: you 


re at Liberty to act as you pleaſe ; but I muſt in- 
'form you, that it ought to be conformable to the 


Truth, becauſe there will be Witneſſes called, 
' Examinations taken, and it may be of ill Conſe- 
quence, if it ſhould appear that you have not 
given a true Account: The Appearance you make, 


Madam, is ſuch as requir my acting iff this Af- 


Hair with great Deference. $ | | 
Whilſt he was ſpeaking, 1 could not but ad- 
nire the divine Juſtice, which perſues Wicked- 
es, but was concern'd at the ſame time that 
ny good Intention was fruſtrated. I was at a loſs 
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liv'd. 
for ſome time, affected my Health. By degree 


I grew ſo pale and yellow, that every one pitiel 
me. My good Aunt, ſeeing me in this Condi- 


All theſe Vetations, under which I had labour 


how to anſwer, being ſenſible that the Wretch' WM by the 
Life depended on my Information. The Con. WM Dream 
miſſary waited for me to begin. At laſt, I fad WM too fur 
it was true, that being juſt going to Bed, I found MI. One 
this Man in my Chamber, which terrified me ſo at my 
«« much that I ſcream'd out and raiſed the Houſe, WM yhich 
but, having enquired into the Truth, I underſtocd WM farted 
„that he had fallen aſleep after Supper in the WM Room, 
Kitchen, and that when he wak'd, in endeavou;. WM to conc 
ing to go out, he had miſſed his Way and cane WM Matte 
into my Chamber; that being frighten'd himſelf WM with 
when ſuſpected for a Thief, he fled away to pre-. whiſpe! 
vent being ſeiz d, This had a plauſible Appear WM plied tl 
ance. The Maſter of the Houſe and his Servants, in ſo 
whom I prepar'd, agreed to the ſame Story, by WW Jenn 
which Means the Priſoner got his Diſcharge in two WI himſelf 
Days, as his Wife inform'd me when ſhe came to re- make 
turn Thanks, and aſſured me, that ſhe and her Fa- Scar 
mily were bound to pray for me as long as ther Words, 


ed my 
This N 
out, a 


Drops, 


fant a. 
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Fits, I 

Occaſio 
queſs an 
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Action. 


tion, exerted herſelf to free me from the deep Me- 
lancholy which hung upon me. © You have cer- 
« tainly, Madam, a Mind to kill me, (ſaid the good 
Creature ;) is it poſſible that one of your Age ſhould 
thus bury herſelf alive? A young Lady acts very 
« diſcreetly to live retired, I agree with you, and td 


* muſt not forſwear all Diverſion, Will you neve 


* ceaſe bewailing the Loſs of your Goodman? Why Thi 
© has he left no body behind him, that he is lo of Sic 
much lamented ? Is it impoſſible to fi..d his Fel argue 
© low ? | 4 leſs N: 

Oppreſs'd as I was with Affliction, I could no off fro: 
ſometimes forbear ſmiling at her quaint Speeches iſ tie poi 


but, this was but a Winter's Sun, ſpon; ae d 


4 


* 
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retch'; by the gloomy Clouds of Grief. My melancholy 
Com. ream was ſtill preſent to my Imagination: Alas! 
I fag BY too fure a Prediction, as I ſoon experienced. N 
I found One Day, whilſt I was ſtanding very penſive 
me ſo it my Window, a Coach ſtopp'd at the Door, 
Houſe, WM yhich 1 knew belong'd to the old Marqueſs. I 
erſtood WY farted without knowing why. When he enter' d the 
in the WM Room, he appear'd very ſorrowful, tho” he ſtrove 
eavour. to conceal it. Good God] (cried he) what is the 
d cane WM Matter? are you ſick; and did not acquaint me 
umſelf with it?' His Gentleman, who foilow'd him, 
to pre. whiſper'd ſomething in his Ear. Very true, (re- 
ppeat· I plied the Marqueſo to what he had heard) but I am 
rvants, in ſo much Trouble, I did not reflect on it. Ah! 
ry, by © Jerry, Ferry, (continu?d. the Margueſs throwing 
in two himſelf into a great Chair) © how cruelly do you 
e ton · make me feel my Tenderneſs for my Son 

1er Fa- Scarce had the old Nobleman utter'd theſ* 

as they I Words, when a Trembling ſeiz'd me: I conclud- 


ed my Dream accompliſh'd, and my Lover no more. 
This Notion prevail'd ſo much, that I ſkriek d 
out, and wept bitterly. It was owing to ſome 
Drops, I had taken juſt before, that I did not 
faint away; for as I was ſubje& to Vapours and 
Fits, I might very well expect it, conſidering the 
Occaſion. I learnt from the Diſcourſe of the Mar- 
qieſs and his Gentleman, which they did not ob- 
ſerre, that my Lover was dangerouſly: wounded in 
the Head, after giving ſignal Proofs of his Courage, 
and that Sz. Fal was taken Priſoner in the Battle, 
e was fought two Days after the preceding 
ion. | ITS 
This melancholy News threw me into a Fit 

of Sickneſs. The Phyſicians, ſent fer by the 
Marqueſs, on the fourth Day gave me over, un- 
leſs Nature, by a prodigious Effort, could ſhake 
off from about my Heart, the Bile which was on 
the point of ſuffocating me. Nothing that I took, 
14 ſtaid: 


burſt an Impoſtume within me. 
Surgeon, a Man of great Skill, aſſured hi that 
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ſtaid; from whence they concluded there were ng 


Hopes left. 

The old Margqueſs's Prudence and Reſolution 
doubtleſs preſerved my Life. He never left my Bed. 
fide, and ſeeing me given over, he tried two Things 
which reſcued me from the Jaws of Death. One 
was an Emetick, tho* ſeldom preſcribed, and then 
only in deſperate Caſes, oftener killing than Curing; 
he ſent for ſix Grains, and inſtead of waſhing it wel 
with Water, as is uſual, he gave me the whole 
Doſe in a ſpoonful of Broih, and, to prevent my 
bringing 1t up again immediately, he held my Head 
up, till it had been long enough in my Stomach to 


have its Effect. His other Contrivance, employ'd 


at the ſame time, did not a little contribute to my 
Recovery. A Courier, who had his Inſtructions, 
came in Boots, pretending to be juſt arrived from 


the Army, giving an Account aloud that the young 


Marqueſs was on the Road home; that as to his be- 
ing dangerouſly wounded, it was a Miſtake, he hay- 


ing only receiv'd a flight Contuſion, which in four 


Days was entirely cured. 

Notwithſtanding my Lowneſs of Spirits, and a 
continued Fever, which took away my Speech, I 
could hear what was ſaid, though, oppreſs'd as I 
was, I did not reflect much upon it; but, when 
the Courier deliver dd his Meſſage, a ſecret Joy ſpread 
itſelf in my Heart, and freed it from the Load 
with which it. had been ſo long overwhelmed, 
'Fhe Emetick, whoſe Efficacy was thus afliſted, 
work'd ſo forcibly, that in the Violence of retching 
it was apprehended | ſhould expire. A black thick 
bilious Matter ruſh'd out in Torrents, and the Con- 
vulſions in which I expell'd this Enemy of Life, 
The Margqueſs's 


if 1 ſurviv'd this Criſis all would 'be well : my 
Youth promis'd as much. In half an Hour's tins 
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the Operation ceas'd, my Colour return'd, the Agi- 


tation abated, and l fell faſt aſleep. _ 


In two Days I was judg'd to be out of all 


Danger, and my Mind regain'd its uſual Tran- 
quiity. After returning Thanks to Heaven for 
preſerving my Life, I made my Acknowledgments 
to the Margue/s for the great Tenderneſs | was in- 


form'd he had ſhown in my Regard. He appear'd - 


overjoy*d to find me in a Situation of Mind, that 
ſem'd ſecure againſt a Relapſe : he aſſur' d me that 
he was entirely attach'd tò me, and ſtill perſiſted in 
feeding the falſe Hopes he had given me concern- 
ing his Son : he was fo complaiſant, as to forge Let- 
ters from him and read them to me, that 1 might 
be perfectly eaſy as to that Point. Three Days 


convinced me I was entirely out of Danger; he re- 


turr d to Verſailles, leaving a Servant at Paris, to 
brirg him an Account of my Health every Day till 
his Return. 8 | 

I was upon my Feet again and gathering Strength, 
when at laſt I receiv'd a Letter from Se. Fal. I 


open'd it with Joy, expecting a Confirmation of the 


zzreeable News which had been invented to pleaſe 
me, But alas! the Agony I felt on reading what 
follows! Sure no one was ever thus often over- 
whelm'd. 7 | ; 


Ii you to aft with Sincerity and Exact 


neſs ; this Day, lovely Jenny, you have a convinc- 
ing Proof of it. How will you receive the Tydings 
lere jend ? Shall I not have Room to reproach myſelf 
for keeping my Word? I ſhall know. ] hawe an ex- 
at Account of your Health, and "if I hear Letter 


bas any 1d. C onſequences, depend upon it, I Hall euer 


Mer write to you as one who wants Reſolution, and 
whoſe Weakneſs muſt be conſulted: 5 

1 wrote you Word, lovely Jenny, that my Coufin 
tad obtain'd the Command. of a Detachment, and 


rat I apprehended his Me lancholy might hurry him 
2 


too 


Pavill not be very favourable t ne. My Prijm, 


ſome, provided yon flill allow me a Share in your 
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tos far. My Fears were but too well grounded, H. 
'S ourage and Vexation put him upon attacking a Con. 
oy eſcorted by treble his Number; he fell into a 
Ambuſcade, and without a Miracle, muſt have periſol 
Dubois, +is Valet de Chambre, wwho/e Aﬀe&iyn 
for his Maſter is above the common Pitch, ſaw 
his Life, and brought him back to- the Camp ij 
tao Wounds, But, make yourſelf eaſy, they are mi 
mortal, and perhaps our Apprehenſions magnify the 
Danger. - 
4 - Days after, ' both Armies fought a pitch] 
Battle; Victory was on our Side, but I was talen 
Priſoner. I am heartily concern d, as 1 cannot fee pu 
fo foen as I expected, and am always uneaſy when al. 
fent from you. * | 
You have here incloſed a Letter the Marqueſs Bal is ace 
begun to me before the Action, and finiſp'd after he wa; Wl Kis 


evounded ; it will ſerve to/ conwince you that d 1901917 


dba not fo ungrateful as vol imagined, und is nM 1/4ppor 


in fo much Danger as you may perhaps apprehend. IM * 
ſhall fay nothing of the Proafs I here _——_ you of ny "ca! 7: 


| Regard: Inaced they ought to make ſome Impreſſs, *, pr 


fince I am jo much my own Enemy, as to find a Pl fror, 
fare in conſulting your Inclinations, tho in Oppoſition u Le 9 
my orn. | | | My e 

I expect. bruely Jenny, the dear Pleaſure League! 


hearing you are well, and cannot be eaſy till ten ¶ Crewe. 


confidering tie ill News I have here fent. Dies het 
my Unkie, continue his. Viſdts * Jo own the Truth if Jet 


1 avas amaz'd to hear he had found you. out, ani lumforte 


was appris d who you really are.: He muſt be ven don't for 
cunning, and have very particular Reaſons, to git | 
fo good Information. He wrote to me, but took 1! 
notice; 1 ſhall. do the. fame; for an: F.clairciſlementy 


and whatever elſe can happen, will not be trouble 


2 Heem, as 1 certainly deferve by what you fofe 0 
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; H. | 
a on End of my Life. | 

into an : ST, FAL. 
eri From Manheim, - 

Fectior ; f : 

ſaved [ read in great Haſte the Margque/5's Letter to Sz. 
þ avi) i Fa. Here it is Word for Word. 5 

are nt | 


fy the t 
0 ; " am running to an Engagement in Deſpair. The 
pitch d 


% of my Melancholy is à Secret to the World, 


l 
a; abel! as my Motive for commanding the Detach- 


L Paris, dear Kinſman, quite frantich, and 
a 


g talen 
TT nent but it muſt not be ſo to you. Jenny no longer 
ben ad. ber ne, but gives the Preference to the Duke 


of , there is nat the leafl room to doubt it ; 


1eſs h this occaſion d my Fourney. My meeting every Day 
ze a Rival at the General's Quarter, put me upon 
thut e thtaining a /eparate Command. Every thing is become 
1 i; mi portable, fince the ungrateful Creature has betray- 
end. ane. In vain have ] ftrowe to throw off her tyran- 
1 e Yoke, foe polſelſes my Heart, and her Image is 
A Wa preſent in my Mind. Fatal Paſſion ! Unhappy 


Error, which leaves no Room for Relief but in the 


a Pla: 
arms of Death ! 


ofation t 


* 


jure if, League! diflant, I Ay to meet them. Dear Couſin, 

J then WR ſfrewel. Remember, no one ever low'd. his Rival, 

Dee ad yet you have been always dear to me. © 

Jui, Jenny's new Lower ſhould deceive her, be you her 

it, and onforter. I tremble for her. I know her Necefities, 

be we! forjake her. e | 
to ot | 5 | 

ny What follows was in another Hand. ® 

i\lement} | | 3 

Prijan, [ Am defeated, wounded, and ſatisfied, my dear 
trouble - Kinſman. The laft Word will ſeem extraordi- 
in 50 , but Ill explain it; in the mean time don't be 

i 2 ſupris'd that I mak? uſe of my Secretary's Pes; 


Mile; 
upon 


* 


mint, and the perfect Reſpect I Hall preſerve to the 


My o_ inform me that the Enemy is but b⁰ 


I cannot u/e iy ou n, but they give me great Hopes 
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and to convince him I was not unworthy his 4 
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apon taking off the firfl Dreſfing. My Hurt is aCy 
on the Head with a Bread-fword.- I, Jenny fill 
loves me, as a Gentleman named Melicourt writes 
an- Mord; and if what he declares himſelf à Wit. 
neſs of be true, I ſhall comfort myſelf for the If 
of one Eye, which is in fome Danger, provided the 
other be left to behald once more the Object of .ny 


Paſſion, and admire her Charms. I am ſatisfed; | 
 effift in obtaining my Peace, unleſs you think me un- 


worthy f it. Is not this making too rigorous 4 
Trial of your Friendſhip, and thoſe Sentiments wwe ni. 
rually cultivate? But, I know my Max, and that 


The Marqueſs of L. V. 


What Tears did not this Letter coſt me! ! 
Plainly diſcern'd the noble Character of my amiable 
Margueſs, How often did I kiſs the dear Cha- 
racters, whoſe Price his bleeding Wounds ſo greatly 
enhanced! What Anxiety did I not undergo! Why 
would not Decency permit me to take a Pot 
Chaiſe, fly to the Army, and convince: him, that 
he alone was worthy of my Love, and capable of 


making me happy? A thouſand Projects preſented 


themſelves for proving to the dear Man my en. 
derneſs and Conftancy, without hitting upon one 
Expedient .to my liking. Pondering upon tie 
Marquess Letter, I was ftruck with Melicourts 
Behaviour; I was the more obliged to him, as be 
never mention'd a Syllable of it in the Letter 
had received from him ſince I had been at 
Paris, I concluded that the Man, who conferr' 
a Benefit for the ſole Pleaſure of doing it, wa 
a true Friend, and the propereſt Perſon to be en 
ploy' d in ſending to the Army, as I was deter 
min'd, to have a true Account of the Marqueh 
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| This Proje&t was no ſooner thought on, but I 
reſolv'd to put it in Execution. I wrote immedi- 
ately to Melicourt, and ſent my Letter by an Ex- 
pres. I, made no doubt but that on the Recep- 
tion of my Letter, he would inſtantly come to 
know how he might be ſerviceable to me. Sz. 
Jones's Affair, I knew, would not be decided in 
upwards of ſix Weeks, becauſe it had been found 


| neceflary to write again to Rome concerning ſome 


Diffculties newly ſtarted, which Interval was abun- 
dantly more than ſufficient to go and come from the 
Place, to which I intended to aſk the Favour of him 
ta repair. 7 | 
When St. Agnes's Lover came to Paris, J made 
him ſenſible how glad I was to ſee him. In order to 
introduce the Subject, I return'd him Thanks for his 
generous Behaviour in my Regard. But when he 
perceived the Drift of my Diſcourſe, he prevented 
me, and inſtead of ſtarting any Difficulties, he ſaid, 
© he was obliged to me for giving him an Opportu- 
* nity of making his Court to a Nobleman, for 
hem he had ſo great a Reſpect, as the Margue/5 
of LJ. J. He inform'd me, that the Journey 
would be of ſingular Service to him, beca e he 
ſhou d ſhortly ſtand in need of very powerful Pro- 


tectors at Court; that this Opportunity ſeem' d con- 


triv'd on purpoſe to oblige him, and for which he 
' ſhould think himſelf indebted to me as long as he 
liv d.“ | Ls 

It's very juſtly ſaid, that the Manner of con- 


terring a Benefit enhances the Price. I was charm- 
ed with /elicourt's Manner of complying with my 
Requeſt, I gave him Directions how I would 
have him manage the Affair, with a Letter for the 
Marqueſs, ' but deſir'd it might not be deliver'd, 


till there was Hopes that the Surpriſe of hearin 

from me, would not affect his Health. But what 
[ chiefly inſiſted upon was, that he would, without 
Diſguiſe, ſend me word what Condition he found 


IF 
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my Lover in, and his Behaviour on receiving my 
Letter. Every thing being coneluded on during 
Supper, ſuch as it was, Melicourt ſent his Servant 
for Poſt-Horſes and ſet out that very Night. We 
had computed, that .he would be three Days upon 


the Road, and that on the ſeventh I might ex. | 


pect to hear from him. All theſe Regulations 
contributed to make me eaſy; but above all, the 
Margueſs's Letter, which 


had no leiſure for any thing elſe. When one js 
really in Love, every other Satisfaction mult center 
there; in effect, can any thing ſurpais the Pleaſure 
of loving and being beloy'd ? — 

I ſhall not ſet down here my Letter to the 


' Margqueſ5, he has loſt it; and it is impoſſible for 


me to give a right Notion of it, as writing un- 
der the Influence of a ſtrong Paſſion is widely diffe- 


rent from what is related in cold Blood. It mult ſuf 


fice to ſay, that it chiefly conſiſted in expreſſing my 
Grief for the Wounds he had receiv'd and the Dan- 
ger he was in, with lively Aſſurances of the Tender- 


neſs of my Affections. No Expoſtulations; who 
could chide a Lover, found to be conſtant, and 


known to be in danger of loſing his Life? The 
Heart never takes pet on ſuch Occaſions: Love poſ- 
ſeſſes it entirely, and every thing elſe vaniſhes when 
that roint is ſettled 


Tv/o Days after this, it being a Feſtival of 
our Lady, finding I was able to go abroad, I 


reſolved to fulfil a Vow my good: Aunt had made 


for me in a Church dedicated to her, and to- 


make one myſelf to Heaven in behalf of the 


Margue/s. I heard Maſs, and being told there 
would be a Sermon in the Afternoon, I dined 
early and returned again. A Capucin preached 
with ſo much Energy, that I was ſtruck with it; 
beſides that, his Diſcourſe was ſmooth and elegant,. 


and did not ſavour of the Cowl; he ſeem'd rather 
: * . 4 


nvinced me I was ſtill | 
dear to him. This engroſs'd all my Thoughts, I 
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+ Gentleman recommending ſtrict Morals. My Eye: 


were fix d upon the Preacher, methought I had ſeen 
him before, but I did. not reflect upon it; I was ſo 
attentive to what he ſaid, that I took little Notice 
of any thing elſe. | 
In the Concluſion of his third Point, he treated 
of Luxury, and irreverent Behaviour during the 
Myſteries. I know not how he came to caſt his 


Eyes towards me, but he had ſcarce look'd u on 
me, when his Speech fail'd him. He turn'd pale, 


trove againſt the Fit that was ſeizing him, but 
in vain, he fainted away. Every one, frighten'd 
and ſurpris'd, was inquiſitive about him in Whiſpers. 
Of two Perions that knew him, one roſe to reach 


a Vial to him who was aflifting the ſick Man; 


the other, being aſked the Name of the Religious, 
whom he had ſaid he knew, made anſwer, he was 
a Perſon of Quality, who had an extraordinary 
Vocation, and told his Family's Name. Let any 
| one judge of my Surpriſe ; it was the Chevalier 
4 Elbieux ! Had I any Reaſon to expect ſuch an In- 
cident? I was ſo mov'd, that I had like to have un- 
dergone the ſame Fate with Father Honore, for ſo he 
was Call'd in Religion. Heaven was pleas'd to give 


me Strength; but, apprehending I might not be 


Miſtreſs of myſelf, I took hold of my Aunt's Arm 
nir, , 


When [ reached home, I could not but admire - 


my ſtrange Deſtiny, that would not ſuffer one Day 


to paſs unrecorded by ſome extraordinary Event. 


In reality, was there any Room for me. to expect 


ſuch a Rencounter, who ſeldom went from home? 


This made ſuch an Impreſſion on me, that to 


prevent the like Adventures for the future, I de- 


termin'd never to go to Church but in a Morning, 


and that ſo early, as to run no Hazard of meeting 


any one I knew. But to what purpoſe are ſuch 


Precautions? There is no ſtruggling againſt what 


5 The. 5 


5 appounted... 


I 


The ſame Day in the Evening, the old Mayque/;; 
Gentleman made me a Viſit : the conſiderable Part 
this Man, will bear in the Concluſion of my Hiſtory 
makes it neceſſary to draw his Character. 

He was about fifty five, his Countenance agree. 
hls; and, though not handſome, it pleas'd by rea- 
ſon of the Regularity of his Features; he was tall, 
well made, with an Air of Grandeur in his Beha. 
viour. His Character was to be complying and 
deceitful; ever of your Opinion, in hopes of bring. 
ing you over to his own. In a word, a cunning, 
ſly, diſſembling Man. When in the leaſt defirons 
to pleaſe, he was ſure to ſucceed ; bnt never took 
the pains without a premeditated Deſign of turning 
it to your Prejudice. 
ed, his Propenſity to be envious and jealous ; ; for 
whoever was agreeable to his Maſter, was ſure to 
have him for an Enemy. Such was M. de Forſar. 

Notwithſtanding his ill Qualities, which he 
knew how to diſguiſe, he had gain'd the I/arqueſs 
Confidence ſo far, as to be conſulted on all Occa- 
ſions. The Traytor was always of his Maſter's 
Mind in Appearance, but conſtantly had the Dex: 
terity only to agree with what he thought indiffe. 
rent; as for what he apprehended would be contrary 
to his own Intereſts, he would artfully evade it; and 
when that was not to be done otherwiſe, he had re- 
courſe to Calumny and the vileft Meaſures, which 


ſeldom fail'd. as he was furniſh'd with Patience, | 
Skill, and Contrivance; three CH which car · 


a Man thro' every thing. 
From what has been ſaid, one may eafily image 


he was well appris'd of his Maſter? s Paſſion for me; 


far from diſſuading him, he flatter*d his Inclinations 
with every 'thing that could 'render them ſtronger 
and more betwitching. He thovght me ſo mild, 
and was fo fully 


my Birth would give him the Superiority over my 
Intereſt, how great ſoever 1 it might be; that he _ 
| clu c 


To this Sketch mnſt be add. | 


perſuaded that the Meanneſs of 


conclue 
more t 
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Manner 
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Poor. 
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not like 
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text Da 
by his D 


ed him 


Wundertal, 


lared af 
trouble 1 
make hi 
After 
be freed 
Day foll 
on 
b high 
| had * 
bur can 
0 the J 
Hold, 
y. V 
'the Ma 


concluded he ſhould be able to govern me, much 
eſi's more than 1 could his Maſter. This was his Motive 


e Part br promoting the Affair, and willingly undertaking 
iſtory WW the Commiſſion of waiting upon me, and ſounding 
| ne concerning the Paſſion with which had in- 
igree. ſpired the old Marque ſe, and which was come to 
y rea- Wl that height, as he inform'd his Gentleman, that 
s tall, be was determin'd to indulge it, and try how far 
Beha- IL vas diſpoſed to comply. Forſan, who was igno- 
» and unt that his Maſter had more Cunning than him- 
bring ef, and had particular Reaſons for behaving in this 


Manner, offer'd his Service, which was accepted 
o, becauſe the Marque, who had behaved with 
5 much Complaiſance hitherto, was doubtleſs un- 
willing to do any thing contradictory to that Cha- 
ner. ks EY 1 n: Bits 


Poor For/an was far from gaining his Ends; I took 


ſirous 
took 
urning 
e add- | 
; for 
ure to 
r/an, 
ch he 
queſs's 
Occa- 
afſter's 


hs Errand, that he might eaſily fee his Project was 
not like to ſucceed. But he was not a Man to be 
licourag'd with the firſt Rebuff: He return'd the 
text Day to the Charge, and provok'd me ſo much 
by his Diſcourſe, that J loſt all Patience. I reproach- 


Dex: Ned him with the Baſeneſs of the Commiſſion he had 
ndiffe- {Wndertalcen, telling him with an Air I had never 
ntrary {Wcared aſſume before, that if ever he preſum'd to 
t; and {trouble my Lodgings again, I would find Means to 


1ad re- nake him repent it. EE os 2 17 
After behaving in this Manner, I expected to 
te freed from this Enemy of my Quiet; but the 
Day following, he came as unconcernedly, as if 
thing had happen'd. Perſuaded as I was, that 


nagite is high Spirit would not ſuffer him to return, 
r me; T had not forbid Barbara to let him in. My Co- 


nations 
tronger 
mild, 
neſs of 
yer my 
he con- 


cluded 


bur came at the Sight of him, and I was up- 
n the Point of ſhutting myſelf up in my Cloſet. 
Hold, Miſs,e (ſaid he) 1 have but two Words to 
y. You carried it with a high Hand, imagining 
the Marqueſs and ]̃ don't ſee thro” your W 7 

| but 


lim up with ſo much Reſolution when he diſcover'd 


— - ore AI ————— wg og ns ie 
. a rn ms ER —_ _—_—— 


„„ 
but you are miſtaken, my Child, (continued he WI ny! 
with a Sneer) he is not at all at a Loſs in the Af. 


me 
* fair any more than myſelf; it's your Fault if 4 1 
we do not agree, you know our Price. In the Mars 
mean time, we are beholden to the virtuous Air, | unex 
« you give yourſelf; they put us upon the Enquir;, Wl t© tk 
and diſcover'd the real Truth. We know what him. 
you aim at, and will take care to diſappoint WW « my 
« your chimerical Defigns. Farewel, Miſtreſs; and 
improve the Hint 1 have given you, that's all? a ore: 
and then left me. IS « de 
It may be imagin'd, I was moved at theſe In-. © mi 
pertinences, and gave way to Vexation. No, my 1 
Innocence made me perfectly eaſy ; I apprehended to ce 
indeed, that I was not agreeable to the entleman, (the 
and that his Endeavours would not be wanting to Wl ima 
ruin me with his Maſter, by the falſe Accuſations his WM * Offi 
Malice would ſuggeſt :- my Lover had given hi © whit 
Character long before, which afforded me an In- you 
fight into him. Without indulging IIl-nature, 1 „ thir 
judged it proper to reſent his Behaviour, and to ing m 
employ the Intereſt, 1 knew I had with the old i NV. 
Margueſs, to free myſelf from fo redoubtable an WM fror 
Enemy, who would be a continual Obſtacle in © fior 
my way. Till now I had been a Stranger to * forn 
the Motions of Reſentment and Indignation : they WM © but 
took up my Thoughts ſufficiently to baniſh all o- an: 
ther Cares. : 3 r t dere 
I hbe fiſt thing I did the next Morning was to © fore 
write St. Fal word of what. had paſſed between If) 
Forſan and me; not forgetting the :Lmpertinenc* ly more] 
with which he had treated me; I acquainted hin. a 7 
likewiſe with my Defign of getting him removed © Side 
if his Uncle did not ſuffer himſelf to be prejudiced wou 
againſt me; I concluded with defiring he would © hou 
uſe his Endeavours to return as ſoon as poſſible, i me 
frankly owing, that from the time I was left to} Intr 
myſelf, my Life had been one continued Series o, _ 
(6 to 


Croſſes and Afflictions. This was the Purport 01 
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my Letter; as to my Lover, he was not ſo much 
a3 mention'd. : | 


| was going to ſeal the Letter, when the old 


Marqueſs enter d the Room. I was ſtruck at this 
unexpected Viſit, and being ſurpris'd in Writing, 
to that Degree, that I could ſcarce riſe to receive 
him. You are writing without doubt, Ferry, to 
« my Son, (cried the Marqueſs ſomething harſhly, 
and ſnatching at the Letter, which I fecured in 
a great Hurry :) I am apt to think, by your En- 
« deavours to hide it from me, you have no 
© mind to let me into your Secrets.“ ew 

] have it in my Power, my Lord (anſwer'd I) 
to convince you of the contrary, by delivering up 


the Subject of your Suſpicions ; but, I may eaſily 


© imagine, it will be to no Purpoſe, after the ill 


Offices that have been done me; the Manner in 


which you have been pleaſed to treat me by 
your Gentleman; Don't let us confound 
things, pray Jenny, (ſaid the Margue/5 interrupt- 
ing me, and a little out of Contenance) I deſir d 


M. Forſan to make a Propoſal of Love to you 


* from me ; this was the Extent of his Commiſ- 
„ fion, I don't deny, but I have receiv'd ſome In- 
* formations concerning your Conduct and Deſigns ; 
but my Intention was to diſcourſe the Matter in 
an amicable way with you, but gave him no Or- 
ders to ſay any thing on that Subject. But this is 
„foreign to the Letter which you hide from me. 
«If you fatisfy me (ſaid the Margue/s ſomething 


more politely) as to that Particular, it may be 


* a means to engage me to do as much on my 
„Side. Few Women are without Lovers, and it 


„would be ſurpriſing if, handſome as yop are, you 


* ſhould want one; the Hazard you run in ſhowing 
me the Letter, is my being acquainted with your 
* Intrigue z I promiſe Secrecy in the Affair, and 


«muſt own I had much rather it were ſo, than 


to diſcover an Underſtanding between you and 
8 | * a Son 


Fg — —— — yn 


* * a 8 
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« a Son, whom I would diſown if_I found he lug 


* diſobey*'d my Commands.“ | 
This is too much, my Lord (cried I ſhedding ; 


Torrent of Tears ;) *© you ſhall be ſatisfied, which | 


will convince you Tam not given to intriguing. My 
Complaiſance involves your Nephew ; but, he 
will pardon me, becauſe I am ſuſpected; this is 


ed I giving the Letter) © if to be ſenſible of il 
* Uſage is a Crime with you, I ſhall appear very 
© guilty.” Saying this I retired to my Cloſet, to 
give full ſcope to my Tears. _— 


The Marqueſs was too impatient in ſatisfying his 
_ Curioſity,” to trouble himſelf with any thing elſe ; 


* 


he had no ſooner laid hold of the Letter, but, 
clapping on his Spectacles, he read it; either he 


was very ſlow, or he went over it ſeveral times. 


Outrage upon Outrage. See, my Lord, (continu. i 


« wa: 
© wh 
« you 
« to f 
« that 
Pro 
« Ma. 
tend 
« he] 
6c ing | 
very 
« that 
(c app 
(i ed; 

the 


i" Jen, 


„ whe 


„May I not be deceiv'd myſelf after all? (cried 1 MY 
he, not reflecting he was overheard ;) ©* Have I not A 4 
ſuffer'd myſelf to be prejudiced before I was aware? pr 
This Girfs Conduct js natural enough; ſhe was Bf mY 10 
Writing without any Guile whilſt I' was abſent; 1 ng 
« ſhe did not expect to ſee me, and fure enough WM, 11 
gad no Defign of letting me ſee her Letter; | A dy] 
*<© muſt ſift this Matter to ths Bottom.“ All this So- L ws | 
liloquy I heard; People when in Years are ſubject 1510 
to do ſo; I conceiv'd ſome Hopes from it. 11 5 1 
There was no Occaſion for counterfeiting Grief, '** 
when the Marqueſs came into the Cloſet, it was real. neg 
(c There's your Letter, lovely Jenny, (ſaid he) I'm c ole 
« ſorry J exacted ſuch a Compliance from you, Ml Sn 
and am more ſo for having given Occaſion to Tra 
„ this Affliction. Pardon me, I will ftrive to make WM f „ 
«© amends, and before J ſtir, will give you entire Pa 
« Satisfaction as to my Suſpicions, if they are. - © 
„without Foundation. Dry up your Tears, and "ops 
let us talk over theſe Matters Jike Friends, IN ®. 
* muſt own, that the dearer you are to me, the 11 py N 


greater was my Concern at what I heard; Which 
, « ws 


0 
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« was this. I was informed that you have a Lover 


he had 


« who is very dear to you, and poſſeſſes your Fa- 
ding « yours ; that your Pretences to Virtue ſerve only 
Which « to ſet you off and diſguiſe your Paſſions; but, a 
8. My « that your chief Reaſon for your Affectation, is a 
ut 1 « Project you have of making your Fortune by 
this; N 0 Marriage, and that my Son 1s, the Perſon you in- {6 | 
- tend to enſnare by Reaſon of the Paſſion you know. | 
e of I for you: in all theſe Su upppbitions, allow- | 
ar very « ing them to be ſuch, there. are ſome Truths. I'm 
ſet, to very ſenſible my Son perfectly adores you, and. 

that you make him a tender Return, or at leaſt 
ing his « appear ſo to do. His Misfortune of being wound- 
Fee © ed, and the Condition you was reduced to by 
1, but ® the News of it, are ſufficient Proofs. Theſe, 
her he Jenny, are my Perplexities, you , beſt can tell | 
TE * whether I am impos'd on or not.” | 
(cried [ was eager to reply, notwithſtanding. my Aſto- 
i nſkment at ſuch vile Calumny, left the Margue/s 
aware ſhould imagine I was ſtudying a Juſtification, . © I 


'am more ſurpriſed than provoked (anſwer'd I 
boking ſtedfaſtly on him) at ſuch baſe Inſinua- | 
tions as are laid to my Charge: my Conduct 
| thus far baffles all ſuch Accuſations. Tn caſe I | 
' were really guilty, or diſpoſed to give into ſuch : 
' looſe Behaviour, as I am taxed; withal, my | 


he was 
abſent ;| 
enough 
tter ; 1 
this So- 


| ſubject ? 

Anfiver would be very ſuccinct, for fo ſhould tell } 
g Grief (you, my Lord, in three Words, that J àm not ac- | 
ras real, ' countable to you for my Actions, having Friends | 


' whoſe Protection would ſhelter me from any Re- 
' fentment of yours: bur, as Heaven has been gra- 
ouſly pleaſed to guide me thus far in a blameleſs N 
Fath, I ſhall always be ready to give Satisfaction | 
' whenever my Conduct is called in Queſtion. | 
As to the laſt Article, wherein y ou are moſt 


he) I'm 
m you! 
aſion to 
to make 
u entire] 


hey are 

© a ' concern'd, I value myſelf too much upon. Truth 
nds. I nd Sincerity, to deny it: Ves, my Lord, I was 
me, 2 beloy d by your Son, and I own to you that he 
; which. dear, and ever will be ſo to me; this is my 


« was N Crime 
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5 | : 4 n « eithe 
« Crime and the Source of all my Misfortanes (con. i . he 
tinued I in Tears: ) „ Without that fatal Paſſion he WI , obe 
« inſpired, my Days had glided on in ſilent, but I a 

peaceful Obſcurity : nevertheleſs, I was far from yielde 

ro expecting the Honour you mention as my Due; 10 put 
] am not ſo partially forgetful of myſelf; but at of bein 
the ſame time be aſſured, no other Pretenſio I perat. 
« would have made any Impreſſion on me. for my 
I remain'd filent a moment: the Marqueſs look'd Bi humob 

at me very penſively, and ſeem'd to waver. © You Occaſi 
« ſtill ſuſpect me, my Lord (continued I) or are in- man, 
© cens'd at what I have own'd: I know how to WM boliten 
make every thing eaſy ; and before this Time to. I 0.011 
* morrow, you yourſelf ſhall acknowledge that I 3.4.41 
rather deſerved your Pity than your Anger, and Hof a Cc 
gave you no juſt Occaſion to treat me in ſo cruel rouph 1 
* a manner by M. de Forſan” nm. ality, t 
The Marqueſs, mortified with this, and without I nade $ 
doubt amaz d at the Reſolution J was taking, came I 17 ; 
and preſented his Hand: Let us (faid he) lovely ding hi 
<« Jermy, be reconciled: you are reſtored to my Reprim 
“ Eſteem, and I am perſuaded you deſerve it.” lis Ma 
No, my Lord, (continsed I very reſolutely) your Par, to 
KReconciliation is as fickle as your Prejudice 1 plauſibl, 
have a right to think ſo from your eaſy Credulity ng him 
* againſt my Innocence; after ſuch Uſage, there "Author: 
* nothing left but a Convent, where I'II ſhut my. Ia turn 
. © ſelf up for Life, that can ſecure me Ahl lis Den 
„I never ſuffer it (cried the old Nobleman) I wolvin 
have ſecret Reaſons for oppoſing ſuch Meaſures" und giv 
* Without diving into your Secret (replied I in teh are de 
ſame Tone) * I muſt be ſo free as to aſſure you mn; <« 
© Reſolution is unalterable, except on one Condition WM jc. 
— What is it? (replied the Margueſs ve)" you h 
earneſtly.) It is (continued I) to ſend for ta young 
Author of theſe Calumnies with which I am nan, ex 
* ſpers'd, and oblige him to give up my ſecret Ene limſelf.) 
mies, who have dared to blacken my Character WM: Mast. 


* and give him ſuch groundlefs Informations * 
* 0 ä 
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c ether he heard the Stories, or has invented them: 
«Though I am apter to believe the one than the 
other, and earneſtly deſire to be ſet right. 


| (con 
ion he 


t, bu {Wl 7 appear'd fo refolute, that the old Margue/s 
from rielded, apprehending the Deſign T had threaten'd 
. o put in Execution. And indeed, I was ſo w 

ut at 


of being every Moment of late overwhelm'd with 
Vexation, that I thought of nothing but a Convent 


enſions 


look'd humouring me, obliged him to comply on this 


You 0ccaſſon : he ſent a Servant to bring his Gentle- 
are in. man, and in the mean time behaved with ſo much 
10W to Politeneſs, and aſſured me in ſo handſome a manner 
[me to- 


rs | ſhould for the future be entirely ſatisfied with his 
at 


er, and 


of a Convent, provided I was made eaſy by a tho- 
ſo cruel 


rough Diſcuſſion of the Affair in hand: but in re- 
ality, this was more owing to the Promiſe I had 


without E nade Sr. Fal, than any Deference to him. 5 

„ Came M. Forſan came: the Marqueſs began with rat- 
lovely N ting him for his Behaviour to me. During this 
to m geprimand the Wretch look'd like a Fury. When 


ve it.“ 
y) your 
dice: 1 


his Maſter had done, he offer'd to whiſper in his 
ar, to excuſe himſelf I ſuppoſe, or invent ſome 
lauſible Pretexts; but the Margueſs, without giv- 


reduli Eng him the hearing, inſiſted upon his naming the 
there "Authors of what he had alledged againſt me. For- 
wi /ax turn'd pale at this; but his Matter perſiſting in 


ls Demand, he begg'd to be excuſed, for fear of 


man} | nyolving thoſe, who, out of a motive of Friendſhip, 
eaſures, lad given him the Information. Theſe Reaſons 
L in d are deteſtable ; (cried the old Nobleman in a Paſ- 
you bon; ) © an Accuſation without Proofs argues the Ae- 
dito culer to be guilty 3 and I begin to believe, For/ar, 
eſs. "VB" you had your Views in prejudicing me againſt this 


for the 
I am 4- 
ret Ene: 
haraQer 
ons; fo 

v exthe 


"young Lady.” No indeed" (replied the Gentle- 
nan, expecting to be diſcharged-if he did not clear 
limſelf.) „Why don't you {peak then? (continued 


- ©: thoſe 


for my Relief; but the old Margueſs's Reaſons for 


Behaviour, that I Nh him my Word not to think 


is Maſter :) Have you leſs Regard for me, than 


Re. Mo STA ae df „ * ee 
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are afraid to name?“ Forſan, bein 

ſenſible he could evade the Difficulty no longer, 
own'd at laſt, that coming to my Apartment, he met 
on the Stair-caſe a Perſon he had formerly known; 
that this young Woman, upon enquiring his Bufinek, 


and finding it regarded me, ſhrugged up her Shoul. } 
ders; that imagining there was ſomething extra. 
ordinary in this, he aſked what ſhe meant ; and that 
going to her Apartment, he learnt from her what] 


he thought was his Duty to reveal. 


I was no longer ſurpris'd at the Calumnies thrown 
upon me: Women of a certain Character never 
paſs over an Aﬀront. Funia, the Perſon in Queſtion, 
was ſtung with the Contempt I ſhow' d her, of which 
mention was made before, and took this Opportu- 
nity to aſperſe me to For/ar, whom ſhe thought 


my Admirer. I] gave the old Margueſs an Account 
of what had paſſed between us, and had occaſion d 


the III-will ſhe betrayed in this cruel Manner. I 


defire, ſaid I, this Affair may be entirely cleared up; 
and, after relating the Trick ſhe put upon me, and 


came 


been 
Fore: 
Cour 
plain 
mes 
Iy, 2 
treat 
relati 


an 
queſs e 


and beſides never dreamt of what was tranſacting 


her Contrivances to gain her Ends: * We need only WI : _ 
90 up Stairs (ſaid I) and ſee whether ſhe dare by 
© deny one Syllable of what I have ſaid : at the : 
<, worſt, the Clergyman I employed on that Occa-WF . |. 
* fron, will not be refus'd as an incompetent but 
* Witneſs.* The Marqueſs endeavoured to divert thb peat 
Reſolution, by aſſuring me, he was perfectly ſati- this 
fied : but I was work'd up to a Pitch not to bel. 1. 
diſſuaded; and, to make me eaſy, the Marpuaſ i de m 
ſent in his own Name to deſire ſhe would comeſſi fred. 
down, telling me very politely that it was them 1 4 
leaſt ſhe could do, and that he did not think ſhe he . 
was ſo much her own Enemy as to refuſe him fich 
Forſan offer d to carry the Meſſage, doubtleſs in Phe 2 
order to prepare her; but his Maſter order'd him ne 
to ſtay, and ſent one of his Pages. The Gen eaſy te 
tlewoman, who had a Reſpect for the Margie 5 


— — 


— — ee 


E 
being came with an Air of Aſſurance, as if nothing had 
onget, MW been the Matter. It's true, ſuch Women have 


he met I 7oreheads of Braſs, and are not to be put out of 
nown; Countenance. 5 f N + 
uſineſs, I was going to enter on the Subject, and com- 
dhoul. WI plain of her Exprefions to M. Forſan concerning 
extra · me; but the Margue/5 interrupted me very polite- , 
nd that WI hy, and deſired leave to explain himſelf, He en- 
er what Wl treated Junia in a few Words to oblige him by 
relating what had paſſed between her and For- 
throw WI J; giving his Word, that no Uſe ſhould be made 
r never WM of it, but that he had particular Reaſons to diſ- 
veſtion, Wl cover whether what he had heard was conform- 
f which Wi ible to what ſhe had ſaid. The young Gentle- 
pportu-W woman, who knew the Marqueſs was not to be 
thought put off, own*d, that by way of Banter ſhe had 
Account BW told For/ar, imagining he was in love with me, 
mug „that he was- like to loſe his Labour, for that I had 
mer. 


an Admirer of a Rank far ſuperior. The Mar- 


ared up: .,-; enquired whom ſhe meant: Your own ſelf, 

ne, andi «© my Lord (replied ſhe very gallantly :) © We know 

* 2 * you are no Woman-hater; and that you often 
e dare 


* vifit this Lady, was no Secret, whence I con- 
at tell cluded I was not miſtaken :. In a Word, I. did 
at Occa-B « rot think IJ. For/ar had been born but yeſterday 
mMPeten i but, if he ſaid any more than what I have re- 
wert töte peated, he is an Impoſtor and a Villain. As for 
5 a this Lady, I afk her Pardon: But ſhe might 
10 

Marque); 


ud come de made the Marfugſi 2 genteel Curteſy and re- 


tired. 


was te J dare ſay, the Gentleman would have given all 
think the he was worth to have avoided this Scene; he had 
fuſe him fach a mournful Look, that I really pitied him. 
l The old Margueſi eyed him from Head to Foot for 
0 1 85 ſome time without ſpeaking a Word; but it was 


ealy to be diſcern'd he was highly provok' d. M. 
* Forſan (ſaid he) you have abus 'd the Confidence 
J repoſed in you; that I am convinced of this, 

Vor. II. „ — 


Margue/ 
anſacting 
came 


have ſpared me this Trouble.“ Saying this, 


: + Haviour, that I received his Civilities with the Com- 


4 


«« you will eaſily believe. After ſuch a Proof of 
« your Deceit and Malice, preſume not ever to ap- 
«« pear before me: begone. - * 
This laſt Word was utter'd ſo Rernly, that the 
or Gentleman retired very ſubmiſſively. Par 
from being pleaſed at the Victory I had gained, | 
was ſorry for being the Occaſion of his Diſgrace, 
and endeayour'd to reinſtate him in his Mafter'; 
Favour, by ſuing for his Pardon. © No, Made. 
«« elle (replied the Margueſs with ſome Remains of 
Emotion) I am eaſily impos'd on once; but ne. 
1 yer a ſecond time. 85 
When this Storm was over, the Marguęſi defir'd 
the Favour of Dining with me the next Day, add- 
ing, he was obliged to leave me by Buſineſs that 
* could not be defer'd ; but, the next Day he dedi. 
cated to me, having Affairs of the laſt Conſequence | 
to communicate, which regarded us both. He us'd 
a thouſand obliging Expreſſions, and begg'd I would 
forget the Uneaſineſs he had occaſion'd, aſſuring 
me, he ſhould ſhortly make me ample Amends. [ 
had ſo much Reaſon to be fatisfied with his Be. 


plaiſance due to them. The Air with which I ex- 
preſſed myſelf on the Occaſion, reſtored his uſual f 
Chearful neſs; and it muſt be owned, that conſider: | 
ing his Years, he was exceeding diverting : we 
parted Ver.,goor Friends, and ſure enough | little 
thought of the Troubles into which he was going to 
involve me. 
The next Day, Thur/day, which I ſhall never 
forget as long as I live, Barbara waked me at dix, 
to tell me, that a Man of about Thirty, very in- 
differently dreſſed, and led like a blind Man by 2 
little Boy of ſeven Years old, deſired to ſpeak with 
me. Good God! dear Barbara (cried I) could 
« you not have told the troubleſome Fellow I was 
in Bed, without diſturbing me?“ * Good lack 
(cried Barbara interrupting me) do you think! 
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« am a Fool? why, I bid him begone about his 
« Buſineſs twenty times.” * So much the worſe, 
(replied *you ſhould not affront People; could you 
not have ſent him away civilly,and put him off to a 
more convenient time? Perhaps he has ſomething 
' of Moment to ſay to me: but ſince it's too late, 
et us ſay no more of it; go, ſee what he would 
have, and tell him he muſt not expect to be ad- 
« mitted till I know his Buſineſs. My Aunt left me, 
muttering ſomething to herſelf; it was her Cuſtom 
whenever I reprimanded her. It is very commend- 
able to behave with Mildneſs to thoſe who ſerve 
us; but too much Familiarity muſt be equally avoid- 
ed; they immediately reſent-the Superiority which 
is really your due, and oblige you either to bear 
with their Impertinence, or part with a good Ser- 
vant. I had often conſidered this; but I have 
mention'd my Reaſons for acting otherwiſe ; ſhe 
was my Aunt after all, ſooner or later ſhe would 
find it out, and I was willing to behave in ſuch a 
Manner on that Account, as to oblige her to own, 
that I carried myſelf as much like a Niece as a 
Miſtreſs; this I had laid down as a Rule, and was 
careful in obſerving it. i | | 

My good Aunt return'd dancing for Joy. **Good 
News, Madam, (faid ſhe) the Gentleman was in 
the right to diſturb you; he ſays, he brings you 
the beſt Tidings your Heart can wiſh, and that he 
is come to dry up the Tears he knows you have 
«* ſhed, and continue daily te ſhed on his Account. 
Look ye, (continued ſhe) I was ſo pleaſed to hear 
* him talk thus, that, if I had durſt, I would have 
* taken him about the Neck.“ 

What could I gather from all this , I imagin'd 
my Aunt was gone diſtracted. Pray what has this 
blind Man (cried I) to do with what you men- 
tion? what js his Buſineſs with me?” «© Faith, Ma- 
dam, I can't tell, (replied Barbara) I only repeat 
his Words ; you may be better inform'd, if you 
= | + _ «« pleaſe, 
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ce pleaſe, you need only give me leave to bring hin 
< hither.” Do ſo, (continued I very uneaſy ;)1 
don't know what to make of this Affair. I had 
no ſooner ſaid this, but Barbara left me, and in à 
Moment the blind Man and his Boy appear'd. 
G0 on, Child (cried he as ſoon as he enter'd 
the Room) that I may throw myſelf into her Arms: 
© Goon ; where is ſhe, my dear Wife whom I have 
ever lov'd ſo tenderly, and who has died a thou- 
«« (and Times at the Report of my Death? Why 
« does ſhe not prevent my tender Embraces ? Does 
& not ſhe fee me yet? Is not this her Chamber?” 
© Yes indeed, Papa {replied the little Boy, who had 
ſtopp'd on my making a Sign to Barbara to ſend 
them away ;) © we are now in her Chamber, ſhe i; 
there, but I ſee plain enough ſhe has no mind to 
* know us.” © Hold your prating, Saucebox (re- 
plied. the blind Man ſhaking him by the Shoulder he 
had hold of.) Don't you ſee, Sirrah, that too 
great Joy renders this lovely Spouſe immoveablc? 
Heaven preſerve her Wits! Bring me immediately 
&* to her, who alone can recover her: after ſo long 
& an Abſence and the Belief of my Death; no 
«© wonder Joy overwhelms her. If Grief ſome- 
A times kills, Pleaſure as often deſtroys. 


2: oo 


W 
The End of the Tenth Part. 


PART 


* "i 


thou. MW E Figure of the blind Man, odd 


ANA enough in itſelf, his Arms ſwinging. 
De! Foy hour like one feeling for — 
iber!“ e and his ſtrange Diſcourſe, all tage- 
10 had ther appear'd fo ridiculous, that I 
o ſend e burſt into a Fit of Laughter. Hey 
the i: day! (cried he) © what is the Meaning of this? 
ind to Am I made a Laughing-ftock, or am I miſtaken ? 
* (re em I'not in the Houfe of Madame des Roches, WhO 
der he paſſes for an Officer's Widow ?* © You! are right, 
at too Ml © fore enough (cried my good Aunt) nothing can be 
eable? more certain.“ Why then this immoderate 
diately ' Mirth ? (continu'd the blind Man.) Am I forgot, 
© long ' or not worth owning, becauſe I have the Misfortune 
h; no MW loſe my Eyeſight, and am a little disfigured by 
ſome⸗ it? Really, I could not have believed that a Wife 


' who has ſo great Obligations to me, and for whom 
J have done fo much, could make fo ungrateful a 
(Return. Patience, we'll ſee the End of it; in the 
mean time, without any Ceremony, here I take up 
my Quarters; where ever my Wife is, there is my 
Home; and let me ſee who dare put me out. 
his Concluſion was ſo far from provoking me, 
math it only made me laugh the more: in reality, 
ing could be more whimſical than all this Non- 
ſenſe, and a formal Deſign of taking Poſſeſſion of 
my Houſe, under fo fooliſh a Pretext. Barbara, 
hom I told in a Whiſper that I did not know the 
| Man, and that he was certainly mad, fell a laugh- 
R T ing 25 heartily as myſelf; ſhe imagin' d, that to free 
ne from his Impertinence, ſhe need only take. him 
y the Arm. and lead him out: but the furious blind 
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Man, rrovok'd at her Boldneſs, call'd her Names, 
truck her with his Cane, ſwearing like a Trooper, 
and threatening that if any one preſum'd to come 
within his Reach, he would lay about him. My 
Turn was next: * Huſſey, (cried he ſpeakirg to 
me) is this the Reception you afford a Huſband, 


who has fearch'd you ſo long, after being gratified 


in Conſideration of my Services, and even turn'd 
my ſuppos'd Death to your Advantage? Tis a 
crying Shame, and gives room to ſuſpect a Gallant 


fupplies my Place, and that apprehending my Re- 


turn ſhou'd put a Stop to your evil Conduct, you 


pretend not to know me, in order to indulge your- 
« ſelf in an infamous Courſe of Life. But 1 would | 
have you to know, Madam, I have Friends and 


* Right on my Side, which will prove too hard for 
you, and afford me due Vengeance, as your vile 
* Proceedings juſtly deſerve. I am known, I may 
* fay reſpected; and if you are ſo much your own 
Enemy, as to perſiſt in this ſcandalous Obſtinacy, 
I'll make you know in four and twenty Hours, a 


* Huſband like me is not to be trampled upon with | 


Impunity. 


The ſerious Air with which theſe Words were pro- 
nounced, and the good Senſe they contain'd, began 


to make me uneaſy. ** I am much concern'd, Sir, 


(ſaid I) © at the ill Manners I have undeſignedly | 


„ been guilty of, not in regard of your Perſon, 


but your Diſcourſe, which I do not compre- | 


bend. Your Miſtake is owing to the Names a- 


«« greeing together; but, I aſſure you, I am an 
—* A Stranger to me 


utter Stranger to you 
* Perfidious Woman! (replied the Officer very ear- 


neſtly ) What, I did not take you from the | 
« wretched Condition you was in, to make you | 


what you are? Have I not had ſeveral Children 
by you, of which this, the only one left, is 4 
* like you as he can ftare? Go, you are an un- 
« grateful Creature, and the moſt deceitful of Wo- 
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men: I ought not to have any thing to do with 
« you for the future; and, if it was not for the 
« Pleaſure of Revenge, and to puniſh your Wicked- 
«neſs, I would abandon you to your evil Deſtiny.” 

« But, Sir, (replied I, ſpeaking in a very ſubmiſ- 
five Manner) keep your Temper; don't expoſe 
« yourſelf to the Talk and Laughter of the Town; 
« inform yourſelf better, and you will perceive 
« your Error“ There is no bearing this, (cried 
the exaſperated blind Man) there's no bearing this. 
And ſince you perſiſt in refuſing to receive me 
' for your Huſband, I'II force you to it before I 
' have done. Would to Heaven I had never known 
you! if you have a Mind, you may walk off, 
(continued he) follow, ſince you are bent on it, 
your wretched Way of Life, I will not ſtir a Step 
to hinder you; but, aſſure yourſelf, I ſhall make 
' this my home, and all the Devils in Hell ſhall not 
drive me out. Alas! alas! Here, Child (added 
he ſpeaking to the little Boy) call up my Man 


with the Trunks, and then let him go to the 


' Cook's Shop for ſomething to eat, I muſt not 
expect any thing here; after that, III ſend for 
' a Commiſlary ; it's beſt to do things according 
' to Law. | 
I was fo confounded and perplex'd with this odd 
Scene, that I knew not what to ſay. Barbara 
cried, what muſt we da? And really, to ſee me 
ſanding in a Maze,. any one would have con- 
cluded the blind Man had really been my Huſband. 
My pretended Huſband's Orders were punctually 
obeyed, the Trunks were brought into my Bed- 
chamber; a Servant, whoſe Whiſkers terrified me, 
took out a Night-gown, \ undreſſed his Maſter, and 
receiving his Orders in his Ear, laid the Cloth, 
but not finding the Key in the Buffet, without 
any Ceremony made the Lock fly, took what he 
wanted, and in every thing behaved as if he had 


* 
* 
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1 
this muſt have, and whether I was uncencern'd. 
But, to go on. 5 
Barbara, frighten'd as well as I at the Man's 
Whiſkers, and rough Behaviour in forcing open 
the Laffdt, began to call for Help. Her Crie; 
awaked me ut of the Dumps, by making me 
reflect that ſhe would draw a Crowd, whoſe Judg. 
ment would be form'd on Appearance and my ſup. 
pos'd Huſband's Pretenſions; the Deciſions of the 
Populace are ſeldom guided by any thing elſe, 
and generally favour the Unfortunate. Daily Ex. 
+ yan ſhows, the Crowd will ſhed Tears for a 
an on the Scaffold, whom they have curſed 


during his Proſperity, and condemned without Re. 


0 


morſe. | 
After my pretended Huſband had made a hearty 
Breakfaſt, and allay'd ſome of his ill Humour as 


well as his Appetite, he deputed dhe terrible Sui, 


to perſuade me to comply without Compulſion, to 
prevent, as he ſaid, giving Scandal. I had retir'd 
to my Cloſet, and was conſidering how to difperſe 
this cruel Storm. I could not tell 

make the Mediator, being ſo much terrified that ! 
was incapabie of forming any Reſolution. In this 


Extremity 1 told his frightfy] Envoy, that bis 


© Maſter might act as he thought fit; but that 
„ neither his Threats nor Intereſt ſhould ever draw 
„from me the fooliſh Acknowledgment he re- 
* quired ; that I could not imagine upon what 
* Grounds he had forged ſuch Pretenfions, but did 
«not doubt, in a few Hours to make him aſham- 
ed of them.“ #4 15 7298 
The Ss), rouling his Eys very furiouſly at 
this Anſwer, replied in his broken Language, Vel 
fee, we'll fee whether youll paſs this Trick" upon us 
Mine Goth ! mine Gath ! added he by way of Re- 
flexion as he went out, how deceitful are Women! 
Moe betide thoſe wha ſuffer themſelves to be fooled by 
them. 1 fl | ane 
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Heavens ! cried J after he was gone, what Fate, 
what Misfortunes perſue me { was ever Wretch 
thus overwhelm'd ? Sure ſuch Adventures are re- 
ſerv'd for me alone! Barbara came running to tell 
me the blind Man was throwing things about, and. 
rummaging. every Corner as if it was his own, 
] aſked her what ſhe advis'd me to do. To make 

„your Complaint (anſwer'd ſhe) to call in the 
« Neighbours, and demand Juſtice.” The Advice 
was not amiſs where a Perſon had no Reaſons to 
be concealed ;. but for me it was running too great 
a Hazard: Vanity would not ſuffer me to declare 
who I was; beſides, Enquiry would be made why 
[ chang'd my Name. Not knowing in fine which 
way to turn myſelf, I heard the old Marque/5's 
Coach ſtop at the Door: I e no queſtion but 
his Preſence and Quality would relieve and free 

me from the terrible Siege I underwent in my 
own Houſe. I ſent my Aunt to acquaint him 
with what had happen'd, defiring he would come 
into the Cloſet. The Sæuzſ's Whiſkers carried. 
too much Terror for me to face, as I muſt have 
core, had I gone to receive the Morgue/s at the 
Door. 

He was much . at the Relation, but could 
not forbear laughing at my Perplexity. © Really, 
Surely. 
„no one in his Senſes ever was guilty of ſuch a 
© Piece of Folly ! Let me try to open the blind 
„Man's Eyes, at leaſt as to this Affair, and 66; 
* whether he will take my n 

After \informing me of his Deſign to diſlipate 
tie Storm, \ he went into my Chamber, where my 
pretended Huſband was ſmoaking his Pipe-: he en- 
quired whether it was true,. that without Rhyme 
or Reaſon, he had taken Poſſeſſion of a Lady's A- 
partment, whoie Rank was ſuch. as not to be 1 in- 


luted by any one? . cry 
S K 5 5 ; The 
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The blind Man inform'd by his Son what Noble. 
man had entered the Room, and judging it was he 
that ſpoke, anſwer' d with great Reſpect, that he 
* knew his Diſtance too well to 
* Margueſs. of L. V. but, at the ſame time, he be. 
« liev*d him too equitable to condemn an unfortu- 
nate Man unheard. «© Certainly (replied the Mar- 


gueſs ;) * but if you will take my Word, Sir, you 
may ſave yourſelf the Trouble of proving what! 


know to be impoſſible : I have known the Lady 
“ from her Childhood, no Circumſtance of her Life 
«© has eſcaped me, and am convinced ſhe never was 
* your Wife; whatever you alledge” — © My Lord 


(cried the blind Man interrupting him) * I find you - 


are prejudiced, and, notwithſtanding all I can ſay, 
will not change your Opinion. I ſhall not pretend 


to over-rule a Perſon of your Quality; but I am | 


too well acquainted with the Character of the 
* Marqueſs of L. V. to apprehend he will employ 
* his Power in tyrannizing over an Officer who has 
* ſerved his Sor: as his melancholy Wounds wit- 
*neſs, and ail this to ſupport a Woman, whole Be- 


© haviour ſhows her void of Virtue and Honour. 


_ © Yours, my Lord, will prevail with you to remain 
nei ter in the Diſpute : Law and Evidence muſt 
decide it; I beg you will permit me to have Re- 
* couſe to them, and in the mean time to remain 


where I know I ought to be Maſter, and whence 


nobody ſhall drive me without paying dearly for 
* it. I have the Misfortune to be deprived of my 
Eyeſight, but my Heart is ſtill good. 
The Margueſs was ſatisfied from what he heard, 
that I did not exaggerate the Man's Obſtinacy ; he 
was ſo ſurpris'd, that he remained ſilent for ſome 
Moments. 


and which carries ſome Reſpect, that the Margue/s 
did not ꝓroceed to Extremities. ** Is there no. way, 
Sir (continued the Margue/s) to compromiſe the 

Matter 


teſt with the 


t was doubtleſs in Conſideration of the 
Name of Officer, which the blind Man took upon him, 
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« Matter for the preſent ? In caſe you are really her 
« Huſband, ſhe muſt comply, you will always have 
« jt in your Choice to live with her, and it would 
« be in vain to endeavour to prevent it, when once 
« you have proved your Title; but, till that is put 
« beyond Diſpute, you can't inſiſt upon living with 
| « her, if ſhe diſclaims yoo for a Huſband. What I 
have to propoſe, and, I think, would be very pro- 
« per, is, that you would accept of an Apartment 
in my Houſe, till the Affair be ended; I flatter 
« myſelf, neither of you can object againſt this, nor 
« do I ſee what you can do better on the Oceaſion.“ 
The Propoſal ſeem'd very reaſonable; but, we 
had to do with a headſtrong Man, who would not 
eaſily yield. I am exceedingly concern'd (replied 
he) that my Honour will not permit me to ac- 
« cept of your favourable Propoſal. I ſhould injure 
* myſelf very much, if I abated the leaſt Tittle of 
my Pretenfions : my Wife is young and hand- 
' ſome ; you take her Part: This may occaſion 
© ſome Talk that will not be agreeable to me; and 
] am not in a Humour” —— Nay this is too 
„much (cried the argue/s, provok'd to find him- 
ſelf ſo unreaſonably contradicted, and nettled at this 
ſly Infinuation :) “ Since you perſiſt in not hearing 
" Reaſon (ſaid the Nobleman very ſternly) you mult 
be convinced that you are wrong. Fetch me a 
Commiſſary, his Preſence perhaps may have more 
weight; and acquaint him, I deſire he will fa- 
* your us with his Company; we'll ſee whether he 
* won't take my Word with Regard to this Lady.“ 
Saying this, he preſented his Hand, and led me into 
another Room, telling me with a Smile to make 
myſelf eaſy, and that I ſhouid ſoon be divorced 
from my pretended Huſband. | 1 
* This odd Affair open'd a whole Field of Ral- 
ery, „ Had you been really married (faid the 
Marqueſs) c this would never have happen'd : Don't 
you think, you would have been finely catch'd, 
| K 6 | +" 


L 


I B ͤ 

l. if Madam Juftce,who frequently blunders, ſhoul 
% have condemn'd you to ſpend your Days. with 
« this amiable blind Man?“ Ah!] my Lord (cried 


I interrupting him) don't name it, I would ſooner | 


dye than comply with ſuch a Sentence. Believe 


me, I have taken an Averſion, I know not Why, 


« ts the Man, I mean ſuch an Averſion as I never 
experienced before. You would love him not- 
withſtanding (replied the Marque ſi) if once he was 
* adjudged to be your Huſband: Don't you know 


« that Marriage creates Love ?”* Perhaps fo (repli. | 


ed I, laughing very hea: til;),* if ſuch a whimſical 
Union was in due Form; but conſider, if you 


« pleaſe,. that in living with this terrible Officer, 


« inſtead of being his Wife, I ſhould very inno- 
« cently be his Miſtreſs, and the more to be pitied 
in as mueh' That would be the feſt 
(cried the Margue/s laughing exceflively)** you would 


«© be his Miſtreſs, and knowing that to be the Cafe, 
« yet would be obliged by Law to behave like a 


« dutiful Wife. 

A Servant who brought word the Commiſſary 
was come, put an End to the Converſation. Being 
introduced, he ſeem'd ſurpris'd at the Affair, and 
told the Margue/7 very plainly, he could not take 
Cognizance of it; that being an inferior Magi- 
ſtrate, he could only proceed by Way of Reprefen- 
tation, not by juriſdiction, Terms 1 did not then 
underſtand : he added,. that he could not employ 
Force, unleſs it were in Caſe of Scandal or Vio- 


lence ; neither did he ſtop there, but ſaid likewiſe, 


that nothing was more natural than for a Huſband 
to live with his Wife, and that it would be very 
_ ridiculous for a Commiſſary to turn a Man out 
of his own Houſe, unleſs it was proved as clear 


as Light that Je was an Impoſtor; and that even 


then, 1 e could not pretend to determine the Affair, 


but only exccute the Orders of his Superiors. 5 
, That 
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That is as much as to ſay, Mr. Commiſſary, 
cried the Margueſs taking him up very ſhort)** that 
« if this Impoſtor ſhould: inſiſt upon what his pre- 
« tended Wife cannot agree to, and appeals to you, 
« you would. refuſe to act; but, while the Affair 
« remained in Suſpenſe, what would you have the 
„Lady do, if her Perſecutor would not be refus'd? 
Would you have her, though ſhe be not his Wife, 
« obey an imaginary Tye, and in fine comply 
don't ſay ſo neither, (replied the Magiftrate in 
ome Confuſion.) * I underftand'——*< Very little, 
replied. the Marqueſs) ] fee I muſt be at the trou- 
„ble of going myſelf to one who will teach you 
your Duty on the like Occaſions, ſince you are at 
« 2 loſs what to do: In the mean time, Sir, I de- 
fire you will ſtay with the Lady,. to prevent any 
© Inſult during my Abſence. I am going to Mon- 
ſeur de and will be back inſtantly. 

The Commiſſary was not a little ſurpris'd at 
the arqueſs's. Reſolution: and Manner of explaining 
himſelf 3; but full he: perſiſted in his Opinion, 
and told me that he ſaw no other Expedient than for 
me to go to ſome Friend's Houſe, till the Affair 
was determined. This Propoſal provoked me ſo 
much, that I did not vouchſafe him any Anſwer. 
placed myſelf at the Window, muſing on my 
Misfortunes till the Margue/7's Return; any one will 
imagine I did not want for Matter. 

It ſeldom happens, but that in the midſt of Vex- 
ations ſome Moments of Comfort intervene. Such 
| efteem'd a Letter which was brought me from Me- 
kourt, J ſhould have been cruelly perpiex'd to have 
received it in the old Margueſs's Preſence, as the 
Contents will ſhow,. ä 


] Loſe not a Vinute, Mademoiſelle, in mohing you 
eay; the inclos'd awvill gxplain itſelf beiter than 
ay thing I can ſay, and 1 ſhould blame elf, for 
luking up a tine fo precious, by delaying ti e Satiſ- 
: | Fa. tion 


Sentiments. 


2341 


fachion I am perſuaded you are going to receive. Th, | 


Night I fet out, and at my Return intend myſelf 
the Honour of waiting on you with an Account of 
my Fournej. 1 am with the greateſt Reſpect, 


Mademoiſelle, 2 CA de. 


Let the Reader imagine my Tranſports : A Let- 


ter from the Young Marqueſs! 1 opened it with 


great Eagerneſs ; | it was as follows. 


O Words, can expreſs my Gratitude, my be, 
Jenny: how hade I deſerved the Conſi Ann 


you thus bow me? Could IT even flatter myſelf with 


ach a Thought, after the cruel Injuftice J commited? | 


Nothing leſs than Death ought to expiate my Offence: 
F be wwithold his Hand, "tis to Jpare a Life you 


wvalue, and give me an Opportunity of receiving jour 


Pardon. 
The Uſe 1 Pall make of future Days, as Jobe 


them to you, will be no other than what. will con- 


tribute to make you happy. wait my R ecavery 
and the End of the Campaign avith Impatience, that 


I may make you mine, and declare to my Father I 
The Marqueſs of L.V. 


cannot live without you. 


r Cn for m 'y Wound, I am 2 2 * 


of a compleat Cure in eight Days. The Foy of hear- 


ing from you was a ſovereign Balm, 4&4 Excel- 


lence ſtill has its E ect. Melicourt, for whom Ti 


have a cordial Affection, will acquaint you with my 


Adieu, my Charmer ; bong my Weak 
neſs v not /i fer me to explain myſe'f 


a thouſand times more than 1 Write. 
From the Camp of 


One 


mor? at 
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One Moment's Joy buries in Oblivion all paſt 
6:fferings. Mine was compleat, arifing from the 
afurances my dear Margque/5 gave me of his Aﬀec- 
tons. At that inſtant I vow'd an unalterable Paſ- 
on and inviolable Fidelity. It ſeem'd as if the 
letter was ſent expreſsly to ſupport me againſt the 
riolent Attacks that were coming on. I ſtood on 
the Brink of the greateſt Trial I could poſſibly un- 
roo, and which would require all my Reſolution. 

I was muſing very agreeably on the Happineſs E 
had greater Reaſon than ever to expect from theſe 
af Aſſurances, when I heard the Margueſs's Coach 
it the Door. I made no doubt but that he came 
to free me from my pretended Huſband. I was not 
niſtaken; he was followed by a Perſon, with pro- 
per Orders, who immediately notified them to the 
blind Man, * I find Intereſt has been made, (cried 
he upon hearing them) © and I muſt ſubmit z but, 
i there are Laws in force, and we'll ſee whether it 
(iz allowable in a perfidious Woman to expell her 
' Huſband.* Nobody making any Anſwer, he hur- 
ned on his Clothes, and retir'd, ſwearing that in a 
kw Hours I ſhould hear from him again, The 
ferſon entruſted with the Orders to oblige him to 
withdraw, advis'd him in a polite manner not ta. 
arry things to an Extremity, for that this was 
not a Country to countenance violent Means. The 
tlind Man only ſhook his Head, and as he went 
ot charged his Falet with the Whiſkers to take 
Notice of the Houſe, that at his Return there 
night be no Miſtake. 

My Deliverance from this Man afforded me no 
mall Satisfaction. I muſt own he had occafion'd a 
ſeat deal of Uneaſimeſs, and without the ſeaſonable 
Relief I receiv'd, I muſt have abandon'd my Lodg- 
ng. This had been very hard, but there woufd 
lave been no other Remedy. The Account I have 
zen of the Adventure, ſhows he was not a Man to 
de eaſily beat cut of his Quarters. 
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It was paſt Dinner-time before I was Miftreſ of 
my own Apartment. The Margue/s very Pdlitely 
deſired to dine with me; but, my Conſternation 
on that Head. I went into the Kitchen, and pre- 
ſently remedied my Forgetfulneſs. At Paris, Mo- 
ney provides a Dinner in a Moment, if one knows 
the Method of it. But to return to the old Ma- 
gueſs. | 3 | | 

1 found him ſo buried in Thought, that he ſcarce 
ſaw me enter the Room. Good God! (cried ] 


had been ſo great, that I had not Soren any Order 


mimicking his penſive Poſture, which awaken'd 
him and made him ſmile) © you are mightily taken 


up with yourſelf!” Not ſo much as you ima. 


* gine (replied he ;) © I had called a Council with 


* my Heart, and you preſided. I have great De- 


* ſigns in your Behalf, Jenny, and you have it in 


your Power to be one of the happieſt of Women; 
© but Sincerity, Diſcretion and Secrecy are requiſite. 
* ] read in your Eyes an Impatience to know my 


Meaning: I ſhall not. keep you long in Suſpenſe; 


let us dine, after which we will ſhut ourſelves up 
© and diſcourſe at leiſure.” He changed his Subject 
upon this, which made me imagine he deſigned to 


inform me by degrees of what might ſurpriſe me, 
and what ſure enough I had no Reaſon to expect; 


nevertheleſs, Tam apt to think there was as much 


| Backwardneſs as Policy in the Delay. On ſome 


Occaſions T morouſneſs and Shame guard the Soul 
againſt deluding Sentiments ;. ſevere Reaſon em- 
ploys ſuch means in reſtraining it, and. ſometimes 
with Succeſs, from giving a Looſe to our Appc- 
tites,, N 


„* 1 - 


Aſter Dinner the Marqueſt defir'd, that if any 
one came, I would give Orders to fay I was not at 


home, that we might not be interrupted. This 


Precaution being taken, he drew near and addreis'd 


me in the following Words. 
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«If I were-lefs convinced, than I really am, my 
: deareſt Fenny, of your Virtue, I ſhould not have 
taken a Reſolution of the greateſt Conſequence in 
life. But J am ſo well ſatisfied as to that Parti- 
calar, as to be determined to beftow upon you a 
Rank and Fortune far ſuperior to your Birth, 
and which you had no reaſon to expect; but that 
PDefciency never occaſion'd a Moment's Heſita- 
tion, for I look upon Birth but an Introduction to 
(the main Buſinels, our Conduct in Life; and when: 
i the former is diſtinguiſhed, and our 1— fall 
ort of its Splendor, it only ſerves to render thoſe: 
more infamous, who, if I may be allow'd the Ex- 
' preſſion, fail to make good the Engagements un- 
der which they entered this World. If ſuch are 
my Sentiments in regard of thoſe who being born 
i to give great Example, degenerate into a vici- 
' ous Conduct, I extol to the very Heavens all ſuch,. 
who ſhaking off the Droſs of a mean Extraction, 
adorn themſelves with the Rays of Virtue, and 
' ſhine bright i in the Paths of Probity and Honour, 
This is the Nobility I adopt, and even prefer it 
„to the Royal Majeſty of crown'd Heads. 
In you, my dear Ferny, J have found this Vir- N 
tue, theſe Sentiments, this Honour, which I fo much 
adore; ; I could not behold them united to ſo many: 
Charms, without defiring to be allied to them. I'm 
ſenſible that Cuſtom runs againſt my Maxims, and 
' that among the Nobility, mean — are ſel- 
dom pardoned; I muſt expect to be pointed at, 
to have Conjectures rais'd, and even if I ſuffer d 
my Deſign to take Air before it be paſt prevent - 
(ing, to be diſappointed, and undergo not only 
' Remonſtrances, but the Interpoſition * a ſuperi- 
'or Authority ; upon this Account (and there. is 
(too much reaſon to apprehend it) I muſt employ 
' Secrecy to compaſs my Aim; -allittle Time will 
ſuffice for the Execution; provided we N we 
_ eaſily - ca our Point. | 
6 1 believe; 
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I believe, after what I have ſaid to you, my De. 


e longs 
© ſign is obvious: I'm my own Maſter, and account. WM entire! 
* able to nobody; an only Son I have, who cheriſhe; . oy g 
me as muchas I love him, I deferr'd breaking my . Rank 
Mind to you till I had ſounded him 3 I have hi; (4 ſhar 
Approbation, he tells me my entruſting him with ' any M 
the Affair, occaſioned the greateſt Tranſports : It. that n 
is true, I did not name the Perſon, but here is my Ir 
his Letter, you know the Hand, ſee whether his . fall i 
* Duty does not equal my Tenderneſs, | Theſe 
The Marqueſs taking a Letter out of his Pocket, WM form 
the Hand-writing of which J preſently knew, gave penetrat 
it me to read. I open'd it with great Emotion, ¶ he old 
not being able as yet ol the Meaning of ztoniſh' 
what I had heard. I flatter'd myſelf that it fa- peſt, th 
vour' d my Sentiments, the Sequel will ſhow whether ledgmen 
I was miſtaken. 'The Letter was as follows, i Child 
n wr: "> 2-1 | (cover 
My Lox Db, 1 (what! 
Received with the greateſt Gratitude the Marit I have 
1 of the Confidence you are pleaſed to repoſe in me ; N ed my 
and though you had thought fit to have acted other- your P 
wiſe, I ſhould have had the ſame Respect for the I and th 
Perſon, in whoſe Favour you are determined; 1 fn. ¶ ny De 
cerely ſhare in the Happineſs you propoſe to yourſelf, Wl Diſcre 
and fhall be overjoy'd to be a Witneſs of it. Ian ceß. 
with Reſpet, My Lord, 'ablea. 
7 5 . Vours, Ce. ' ner of 
: | i et] 210716 part, 
This Letter ſpecify'd nothing, yet ſeem'd to Wl © will or 
ſtrengthen my Prepoſſeſſion ; I fancied, with ſome WF have C 
Reaſon, I was the chief Perſon concern'd : it will be ing ſu 
evident that every Circumſtance contributed to lead nor B. 
me into a Miſtake. OE 718155 Tempe 
HFlaving read the Letter, I return'd it to the MW * Day's 
Margue/s, ſaying, ** there was. no need of any ſuch How 
*« Praofs to convince me of his Son*s Reſpe& for him. ber wha 
* Excuſe me, (replied the old Nobleman) they may Wl nut con! 
«ſerve to ſhow you the Regard I have for what be- what I! 


long 


* 
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i longs to me; however, as I perceive you don't 
entirely comprehend me, let me farther explain 
ny good Intentions; they tend to give you 
Rank in the World, and convince you how great 
4 ſhare you have in my Eſteem. But to prevent 


2 with Wi any Miſtake on your fide, know, charming Jenny, 
s: It that notwithſtanding the Reaſons which oppoſed 
ere 1 WF my Inclinations, I have reſolved with myſelf, you 


hall in a ſhort time be Marchione/5 of L. V. | 
Theſe laſt Words appeared to me fo deciſive, and 
conformable to what I had ſo long deſired, that, 
penetrated with a grateful Senſe, I threw myſelf at 
the old Margue/s's Feet; I was ſo ſurprized, and 
:foniſh'd at a Conſent I had ſo little Reaſon to ex- 
t it fa. rect, that J wanted Words to expreſs my Acknow- 
iether Wi eagments. How well pleasd am I, my dear 
| child (faid the old Margue/5 taking me up) to diſ- 
' cover by the Tranſport I have occaſion'd, that 
' what I now do for you ſuits with your Inclinations ! 
Maris Wi ©! have long heſitated, I muſt own, before I declar- 
2 me ; ed my Intentions. My Mind miſgave me, that 
other. your Paſſion for my Son would prove an Obſtacle; 
or the WI and that your Heart would not eafily comply with 
1 fr. ny Defires ; but I ought to have conſider'd your 
urſelf, MY * Diſcretion, and from thence aſſumed Hopes of Suc- 
Ian ces. The leſs Reaſon I had to expect ſo favour- 
'able a Reception, the greater Impreſſion your Man- 
ner of complying makes in my Breaſt, For my 
' part, I ſhall behave in ſuch a manner, that you 
will own, tho! I have not Youth on my Side, I 
ſome WY have Complaiſance and good Humour, far ſurpaſſ- 
vill 5 ing ſuch frivolous Advantage; for neither that, 
2 lead BY * nor Beauty, make a Woman happy ; it's the 
' Temper, it's good Senſe that effect it, as eyery 
c ' Day's Experience evinces. | 55 
r fuch BY How it ſhould be poſfible for me thus to remem- 
bim. ber what the Margueſi ſaid on this Occaſion, I can- 
** nat conceive; for ſo overwhelm' das I was at 
it b what I heard, ſo confounded at his Deſign of mar- 
| rying 


** 
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rying me, and ſo terrified concerning what Anſy 
to make, that I could not utter a ſingle Word. 10 


4 Merit, 7 
(warrant: 


approve of his Propoſal, and diſſemble my own In ing chre 
elinations, would only give him greater Authorit 1 their 
over me, and haſten my Deſtiny; in refuſing Rl breiter 
Honour for ill-concerted Reaſons, and not acknow. Whate 
ledging my Averſion, what Riſk did 1 not rai” 
Doubtleſ:, the Nobleman muſt be greatly enamou z 1D: 
ed, to. reſolve on ſuch an unequal Match; was it which Pi 
not natural to expect, after the Advances he had ed me N 
made, that he would come to Extremities, ratherf ach da 
than be diſappointed, and revenge a Denial from pate 
Ez mean = Perſon, wo much honored n Wr t 
poſal > My troubled Mind repreſented the Behr,, a. 
viour of the Son on this fatal Occaſion ; would not; anc 
he be made accountable for my Refuſal ?- Might it he cone © 
not be alſo expected, that to puniſh both the Tower 25. 

eit ou 


and his Miſtreſs, he would take care to ſeparate g 
them fo, as they ſhould never fee each other more. the Ka 
This Thought determin'd my Anſwer. | * oblige: 

« You fer, my Lord, the Confuſion and Perplex . Sen 


it Lam in (ſaid I to the Margueſs, ſtriving to . 
command my Countenance. Alas _ | in 
being ſo in my Situation?) . Do I hear aright, or. — 
61s it not an Illuſion ? Shall a Countr y Girl, with 10 aN 
„ no other Recommendation than her Virtue and 2M, * 


„ ſmall ſhare of Beauty, marr | | 
: . y a Nobleman of your Wl. 
* Rank? Give me leave to call it m — he . uſual, 
* underſtands himſelf too well » I have In act 


* already told you (replied the old Marqueſs with aan 
ſome Impatience) * that Virtue with . roaka Ihe 
Birth and Fortune, and to that you mult aſeribe wer, | 
what I have determined in your Favour: Why Sh ; 
* then ſhould you doubt a thing, of which I Bre f. 4) 

in ſ 


«© ſo evident a Proof? You are not the only one, 
6 Jenny, whom Fortune has thus favour'd, and 
© will not be the laſt. Men of greater Diſtinction 
than my ſelf have furniſh'd. Examples of it; but 
©I have this Advantage, I barely do Juſtice to 

« Merit, 
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* yarrantable to the World; whereas others in break- 

«T9 ug thro! received Cuſtoms, have been influenced 
un h. y their Whims, or drawn in by their Paſſions ; 
thority {neither of which are pardonable.” 


"8 tl batever I could alledge, was anfwered with fo 
oe Mauch Strength of Reaſon by the Margueſe, that it 
t run! ya impoſſible to maintain the Evaſions any longer 


amour hich Difimulation ſuggeſted; happily he farniſh- 
be OY ne himfelf with a Fretence, which 1 greedily 


atch'd at. It was neceſſary, as he propoſed to re- 


— nlate matters, that the intended Wedding ſhould 
N e kept private for ſome time; this he imagined 
Beh * Rot very feaſible, by reaſon of the Court's being ſo 


near, and his own numerous Retinue; if it ſhould 


ald not be done at any of his Seats, he had too large an 


15 ; Acquaintance to prevent its taking Air. Suppoſe 
* "it ſhoukd be deferr'd ( faid I very naturally) till 
y edle King takes ſome ſourney - Your Employment 


v obliges you to accompany the Court, and all your 


—_ 0 gs urgent Affairs call you to Paris, and 
g 4 ring away one truſty Domeſtick; every thing 


1 avoid 


" ſhall be in Readineſs for the Ceremony, which 


axe " being over, you may inftantly return and appear 
and = the Levee as if nothing had happen d: As to 
f your „me, I ſhall continue in the ſame Way of Life as 
ul uſual, till you judge proper to own your Marriage. 


| hae! In acting thus, 1 don't apprehend you run any 
Hazard, or your Secret liable to be diſcover'd.“ 


ſe The Marqueſs thought my Propoſal fo. well con- 
aſcribe erted, that taking me in his Arms he applauded it: 
WI our Wit and good Senſe ({aid he) are not inferior 


I ewe} 
y one, 
, and 
inction 
; | 
1ce t0 


Merit, 


ed in ſuch an invaluable Acquiſition.” Every thing 


lhe remaining Part of the Day was ſpent in ordering 
lie future Wedding; I came readily into every thing 
e propos d on that Subject; finer Projects, ſure 

| enough, 


;Merit, a Reaſon. not only ſufficient in itſelf, but 


«ſervants muſt follow you of courſe ; you may 


o your Charms; my ardent Vows are'accpmpliſh- 


lat Politeneſs could! ſuggeſt was beſtowed on me. 
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enough, were never laid out; we talk d of nothing 


but Rejoicings, Equipages, and Grandeur. Hd 57 \ 
thought to pleaſe me by this pompous Parade; bu Thi 
alas I how different were my Thoughts! I devour WM ur Vi 
my Sighs, and only waited an Opportunity to cid for me 
them full Scope. Re: b wat 
The Chaiſe in which the Margueſi was to re ther, 1 
to Verſailles being at the Door, he took his leave of making 
me with a deep Sigh. © How ſhall I ſuffer (ſaid he ſign ga 
during theſe eight Days of Abſence, my charming ſommed 
* Fenny ] May | hope you will ſometimes beſtow it in E. 
Thought on one, in whoſe Mind you are ever pre to do! 
« ſent? I return'd the beſt Anſwer I was able, of his 
ſo many Marks of his Affection; and, as nothing fon, a 
is eaſier than to impoſe on a Man in Love, he wen that in 
away fully contented. .. i WW me Si 
The moment I was alone, I ſhut myſelf up in nM which e 
Cloſet; the Buſineſs was to come to a Reſolutiof on Occ 
without loſs of Time, My antient Lover was to him to 
deeply ſmitten to wait long; I did not even dare i night 
depend on the Delay which Reaſon had extorte my He: 
from him; he might change his Mind the next MY Part of 
nute, carry me to one of his Seats, and hazard WI one nev 
Diſcovery to gratify his Paſhon. When People of W in it fi; 
certain Age make a falſe Step, they generally cor I wa: 
to Extremities. 03-4 was o 
I bethought myſelf of the Pretence under whiq cut of 

J had aſſiſted my Parents, and imagin'd it woul come w 
afford me a ſafe and honourable Retirement; ſinq :nd con 
my Father and Mother had not diſcover'd me, ¶ Vas ſo c 
was highly probable Strangers would not be quick The! 
lighted : beſides, my way of Life ſhould be ſo 1 nending 
tired, as to prevent any troubleſome Adventure Ming to « 
-Diſcovery of my Retreat. It was highly neceſſaſſi indiſpen 


to conceal ſuch a ſtep from the old Margue/s 3 f vere mu 
after my Flight was known, I muſt expect the u ne. C 
moſt Effects of his Rage; as he would be juſtly ei Friend? 
aſperated to meet with ſuch a Return for all I lim fon 
Favours and convincing Proofs of his _ nn its py 

| rl = 
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nothing from Love to Hatred is a common Change, eſpe- 
„ HOW cially when attended with Deſpair. © 
de; bf This Place ſeem'd fitteſt for my Purpoſe, becauſe 
levour our Village was the laft Place in the World to ſearch 


for me ; I had been folong abſent, and there were 


ſo many ſpecious Reaſons ' againſt my returning thi- 


0 rety 


ther, that I applauded myſelf a thouſand times for 
leave of making ſuch a Choice. Be that as it will, the De- 


(ſaid he 


gn gave me great Content, and I had no ſooner 
narming 


formed it, but I thought of the Means of putting 


eſtow it in Execution. I concluded, that what I ought 
ver pre to do firſt, was to write the young Marqueſs word 
ble, of his Father's Deſign, my Behaviour on the Occa- 
nothing i fon, and the Retirement I had choſe : I told him, 


he wen that in Expectation of Heaven's appointing me 
ſme Settlement, I was going to preſerve a Heart 
which ever ſhould be entirely his ; I comforted him 
on Occafion of our Diſappointments, and begged 


pin Ty 
ſolutio 


was toll him to imitate my Reſolution in the Vexations we 

| daret might ſtill met with; in a Word, I] poured out 

extorteſ my Heart in this Letter, whoſe Length took up beſt 

ext MA Part of the Night. In writing to a Perſon beloved, 

azard WY one never has ſaid enough, and the Time employ'd 

ple of Wl in it ſlips away inſenſibly. WES 

ily con I was fo fatigued when I finiſhed my Epiſtle, that 
vas obliged to go to Bed. I ſtarted ſeveral Times 

r which out of my Sleep, fancying the old Marqueſs was 

t woung come with a Deſign to carry me into the Country, 

t; ſiq nd conclude the cruel Marriage; my Imagination 

| me, vas ſo diſturbed, that it run on nothing elſe. 

quick The firſt thing I did in the Morning, after recom- 

e ſo 1 nending myſelf and Affairs to Heaver, was writ- 

nture ng to Se, Fal; my Obligations to him made it an 

eceſſaſſi ndiſpenſible Duty. The Contents of my Letter 

et; f vere much the ſame with what I wrote to the Mar- 

the u //. Could J do leſs for ſo fincere and tender a 

uſtly e Friend? I was ſo happy a few Days after to give 

r all tim ſome: Proofs of my Friendſhip ; but of that, 


\FeCtic 


i its proper Place. 
roll 
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Juſt as Barbara return'd from the Poſt, two Mee | 
ſengers, on very different Errands, came to me. 


The firſt, was from the old Margue/5, with a Letter 
and a Baſket. The Letter was filled with the ſtrong. 
eſt Aſſurances of his Tenderneſs, and the Baſker 
contained a rich Toilette with all its Appurtenances 


of gilt Plate; in one of the Squares I found five | 


hundred Louis d Ors. But before IJ mention my Sen, 


timents concerning this rich Preſent, I muſt ſay 


ſomething of the ſecond Meſſenger. 


A broad - ſhoulder d Man, with a ſharp Noſe and | 
gave me a Paper full of Scrawls, | 


a black Wig, 
which was all Hebrewv to me. I deſired him to read 
it. He ſaid, not to trouble me with Law-Terms, 


it was a Summons to appear before the Judges 


there named, in order to acknowledge Maſſire St. 


« phers des Roches, &c. as my Huſband, or to prove 
the contrary; failing which, he was impower'd to 
< ſeize my Perſon wherever he could find me. The 


time for appearing was three Days after the Date, 
at two in the Afternoon, &c. | 

I was aſtoniſn'd at the blind Man's Obſtinacy in 
perſiſting to have me for a Wife. I told the Tip- 


ſtaff, I ſhould act as I ſaw proper; -upen which 


he left me, ſaying, that the Plantif was in the 

© right to lay Claim to me; for I was-well worth 

the Coſts of Suit. NET 
Another Reaſon, any one may ſee, for leaving 


Paris, and which admitted of no Delay ; accord 
ingly I began the ſame Day to pack up what I in- 
tended to carry with me, deſigning to leave the 
Care of it to M. Melicourt, who had endearedf 
himſelf to me by the late Proof he gave of hu 
Readineſs to ſerve me, which I ſhall ever re 


member. 


In two Days I was prepared for my Journey ; 


had a Letter ready to inform him, at his Arrival, 


where I was gone, and my Motives for retiring | 


things I ha 


I begg'd of him to forward the | 
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ck d up, and direct them to Madame de Main- 
eile. I had ſuffer'd too much already by the other 
Name, to go by it any longer; I intended to ſur- 
prize my Aunt, to prevent any Accident, and not 
quaint her with the Place to which I was going, 
eſt her great Joy ſhould make any Diſcoveries. In 
all Steps of this Nature too much Precaution cannot 
te uſed, and the beſt way is to keep one's own Se- 
cet, eſpecially with regard to Servants, who gene- 
ally are not over diſcreet. | 1 

The Preparations for my Journey had fatigued 
me ſo very much, that I was going to Bed when 
[heard ſome Horſes ſtop at the Door. I look'd out 


to read . 

pas of the Window, and found it was Melicourt. How 
Judges nuch I was overjoy'd, in the Circumſtances I was 
7s Ke. n, let any one judge. I ran to meet him; © You 


could not have come (ſaid I) at a more ſeaſonable 
„Time; a few Hours later I had been gone. 
He was much ſurpriz'd at this, and enquir'd very 
earneſtly what was my Motive. But I was too im- 
patient to hear what he had to ſay himſelf, to give 
him the Satisfaction he requir'd, and therefore 
begg' d he would yield to my Importunity. The 
Which guet was beeome fo dear to me, that every 
in the ting elſe muſt give Place. Melicourt ſmiled at my 
worth lLgerneſs. He deſerves it all (ſaid he) you have 
| in him the Phenix of Lovers; and he, on his 


O prove 
er'd to 
The 
e Date, 


ACy in 
ne Tip- 


leaving „Side, owes his Life to you. His Caſe was deſpe- 
accord MW rate when I arrived: Hearing from you, drew 
it I in- bim out of a deep Melancholy, which, join'd to 
ve the bis Wounds, muſt have ſoon brought him to his 
dearedi Grave ; but, as ſoon as he was acquainted with 
of his the Occafion of my Journey, he appear'd another 


Man; weak as he was, he would read ygur Let- 
ee himſelf: What Tranſports of Joy did he not 
ney; ' expreſs upon the Occaſion ! M. Melicourt (ſaid he} 
Arriva bow ſhall I ſhow you my Gratitude for this ſin- 

tiring | ' gular piece of Service ? Do you know that the 
I had precious Treaſure you brought me, has reſtored 
pack" Vol. II. L = my 


ver re 
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my Life? The charming Creature! cried be. ha 
What Concern! what Tenderneſs! what a Revenge Wl cxery 
© has ſhe taken of my groundleſs Suſpicions, thus to tes. 
give me convincing Proofs of the ſincereſt Affecti. Wl |;-ur7, 
© on ! Such generous and endearing Proceedings and, | 
© ſhall never be forgot; acquaint her with this, more | 
and that, when recoyer'd, nothing ſhall be leſt WM i; to 
© undone to compleat our mutual Happineſs. birawe 
The little Time I remain'd with him, Maze. wrote 
moiſelle (continued Melicourt) his whole Diſcourſe kt him 
ran upon nothing elſe. He deſign'd to have dil. hat ! 
patch'd Dubois to make you eaſy ; but, ſnding I WM Grtitr 
intended to return immediately, he entruſted me Wl Behavie 
with his Commands, which I eſteem a great Ho- 
nour ; and the more pleas'd, as I am ſenſible ! 7 9555 
may depend on his Intereſt, for which, Mademi- 3 
ſelle, J am beholden to you, and it's of too great þ ung 
Conſequence not to attach me for ever to jour I bon f 
Service. To be; 
After we had diſcours'd, Melicourt and I, a long WM, er 
time concerning the Margueſe, I inform'd him of table of 
all that had happend, and what I was forced to wr Be 
do. He approv'd of my Conduct, adding, that M;, your 
when my Lover knew the Sacrifice I made to him, . 4575 
he would be overjoy'd. As to the old Noblemzn, farther, 
I ſhow'd his rich Preſent to Me/icour?, acquainting dar 7 
him with the Perplexity I was in on that Account, | Wire. 
and my Reſolution of 105 it. By no means Miſert: 
(cried Melicourt very haſtily;) © if you will take my Ian 7 


Advice, you may employ it much better: The WM ,, 7517 
* young Marqueſs has commiſſion d me to take up W ue, 
Money for him in Paris, his Campaign having feet an 
* conſumed all his ready Money, and the Remit- I La, 

© tances from his Father not being ſufficient, the} 

« oreateſt Service you can do, would be to ſupp'y 

« him : ſeize this Occaſion, which ſeems deſign' d p. 8. 
to give you an Opportunity of obliging him with te ma; 
great Delicacy.” Melicourt's Propoſal appear diy fee up: 
charming, that I embraced it very joyfully ;. 7 dfbligi 
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Lad not had the Money by me, I would have fold 
erery individual thing as a Proof of my Tender- 
neſs, I gave the five hundred Louis d Ors to Me- 
ſuurt, who undertook to remit them to my Lover, 
and, by the Sale of my Moveables, which were 
more than ſufficient, to make up the Sum again, 
as to the Toilette, I left it entire in a Cheſt of 
Drawers, and, after concerting with Melicourt, I 
wrote the following Letter to the old Marqueſs, to 
et him know, that though I could not comply with 
what he requir'd, I was not wanting in point of 
Gratitude, nor undeſerving of his Favours by my 
Behaviour. | Ke 


Should be very ungrateful, my Lord, if I retir'd 

without acquainting you of it, and my Motives for 
þ ching. Tour Title to the Hffettions of a Woman to 
whom you hade thus behaw'd, is too clear to be aif* 
fte; as the Honour of being yours, is too great not 
„ merit all the Duty and Love a Wife can be ca- 
jable of. After weighing with the greateſt Attention 
your Propofals, I find my Heart affords nothing more 
in your Regard, than Reſpect and Gratitude, But 
a this is not enough, ny is it in my Power to go 
farther, I. conclude the Deficiency to be ſo great, 
that 1 am not worthy the Honour of being ' your 
Wife. With theſe Sentiments I retire to expiate my 
Wiefortune, but fhall ever be mindful of the Obliga- 
tons I have receiv'd. Excuſe therefore my Conduct 
n this Occaſion, as it is ſuitable to the. Probity on 
which I value myſelf, and the Lentiments of Re- 
je and [: fleem with which I ſhall ever be, .my 
rd, ; 

Lom, a # 


P. S. I rectiv'd with very grateful Sentiments 
the magnificent Toilette you «vas pleas'd t; be- 
jaw upon me. J durſi not return it for fear of 
afbliging you, neither 1 I think proper to carry 
q | 2 if 


BE Rr. 

it qavith me, conſidering the Step I have takin 11 
have left it in the Drawers belonging to my Bel. 
chamber. The Perſon in whoſe Care I have bf} 
amy Affairs, will bring it to you, my Lord, auben. 
ever you pleaſe tg give \your Orders, with the Mane 

it contains —T repeat my Proteflations of ReſpeR and 
Gratitude, and ſpall continually offer up my Vows fir 


* 


your precious Life. 


Tt was very lucky for me that Melicouri was 
return'd, his Aſſiſtance was very ferviceable, ſo that 
in leſs than half a Day, every thing was ready 
for my Journey ; we agreed, that he ſhould remain 
in my 5 till the Margueſs and St. Fal had 


anſwer 


mean Time might be taken care of. Every thing 
being fix'd; I ſet out the next Day at Four in the 
Morning, after I had agreed with Melicourt that 


he ſhould write from time to time an Account o 
what paſſed in my Abſence. | 

Behold me once more a wandering Fugitive, ig 
norant ef what was to follow ſo many Troubles 
had undergone. All my paſt Life preſented itſe 


to my Imagination, and plunged me into dee 
Thought. What, always thinking! (faid my 


good Aunt) always melancholy ! Muſt I nere 
« ſee an End of your AMictions ? They muſt cer 
© tainly be very great, not to allow you a Moment' 
'© Reſpite. It's true, if you were really in Want 
© or did not know where to go, I would not b 
© angry with you: but, Heaven be prais'd, that! 
© not your Caſe ; far from running away in Deb 
© you have left good Effects behind you, which yo 
© may have again when you pleaſe. It's not fo with 
< me, Heaven knows ! (continued Barbara with 
deep Sigh) after twenty Years Service, what lay 
I laid up? Heretofore, I was not in ſo good 
© Place indeed, as yours, where I want for nothing 
but then, you muſt own, I pay dear enough 
* con{ciend 


\ 
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10 j conſcience for it, in the Affection I have taken 
ny Bel. to you: Do you believe, every Time I ſee you 


in Tears and Affliction, I am vex'd to the Heart? 
and indeed, how can it be otherwiſe, on ſuch an 
« Occaſion ? 

„Things will mend (anſwer'd I very mildly) 
my Friend; don't be caſt down, the Country Air 
« will make me chearful.” Are we going to live 
in the Country? (cried Barbara overjoy'd.) Hea- 


ave left 
„ When- 
he Mon 
pect and 
ö fo ; f 


urt was ven be prais'd, I ſhall be happy ! What, ſee the | 
, ſo that Fields, the Sun riſe, hear the Lark and the Night- | 
as ready ingale, and ſpin at the Door > What a Blefling ! 
remain And ] ſhall hear no more the Rattling of Coaches, 


Tal hadi and all the Hurly-burly we leave behind us! After 


* 
r ! —⁵odu exon ana. e p 
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in the all, your Paris is a Hell upon Earth. To be ſhut | 
ry thing up from Morning till Night like a Nun in a Cloy- | 
ir in the ſter; to be always in dread of Thieves and Rakes, | 
art that to be hunch'd, or thrown down at every foot and | 


:ount of anon, or have the Tiles or. a Chamber-pot about 
' one's Ears: Oh, Madam, I am quite tranſported ! 
And when ſhall we get thither ? “ To-morrow 
Clinſwer'd I with a Smile, knowing how ſhe would 
xjoice) we ſhall lye at your Village.“ > 
d no ſooner named the Word, but Barbara 
ſhouted aloud: At our Village ! (cried ſhe) after 
which my Bowels have ſo long yearn'd ? Ah! my 
dear Miſtreſs (continued ſhe with Tears of Joy) 
'it was Heaven itſelf that patſuch a Thought in 
your Head; for you have pitch'd upon the moſt 
charming Place on Earth: Ay, your Paris with 
all its Finery, is not to be compared with it; there 
you'll breathe wholeſome freſh Air; you'll be a 
' little Queen among them. Lifelikins! how you 
will be, admir'd! they'll all croud to ſee you: 1 
' warrant you, and how the Curate will raiſe his 
Voice at the Preface when you appear! for, let 
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© good i me tell you, he's no Clown, and keeps the beſt 
nothing” Company; nay, in my Time, they could not tell 
nouph ' what to da without him at the Castle. 

2n{ciend. r , ns 


EEC. 
Barbara was fo tranſported at this unlook'd. ſor 


Happineſs, that ſhe talk'd of nothing elſe all the | 


Journey. 1 would not fend a Meſſenger before, 
as I once intended, from the firſt Day's Journey, 
becauſe my Father had wrote to Barbara a few 


Days before I ſet out ; he acquainted her, that all | 


my Commiſſions were executed, and that I might 


come whenever I pleas'd ; that my Chamber was 
ready, well furniſh'd, and every thing, he hoped, | 


tomy Liking. This Letter had greatly contributed 
to determine me in regard of the Place. A certain 
Indolence [ had contracted, inclin'd to the Side on 
which I found the leaſt Trouble, and I was pleasd 
that Care was over. Eaſe inſenſibly habituates us 


to Lazineſs, which, when once indulged, coſts very 


dear to be overcome. WE 
The Sight of our Steeple created in me a ſecret 

Joy, though attended with ſome Uneaſineſs that [ 

could not command. As for Parbara, ſhe was in 


Raptures : © There, Madam, there is the dear Vil- 


lage! (faid ſhe pointing to it.) The great Houſe 
on the left, ſurrounded with thoſe fine Trees, is 
the Caſtle, about a Gunſhot from the Village; 
. © we ſhall paſs by the Gates, and you'll ſee a fine 
Place where we Dance on Sundays. 


* ſtands.” Still as we advanced, my good Aunt ex- 


plain'd all the Particulars as they occurr'd, and this 
with ſuch an innocent Satisfaction, that I envied 
her Happineſs, and would have given any thing to 


have ſhared with her. 


| Upon our Entrance into the Village, Barbara 
knew one of her Neighbours who was ſpinning be. 
fore her own Door; ſhe called to her aloud, begg'd} 
the Poſtillion to ſtop for a Moment, made her- 
ſelf known, and aſk d a hundred Queſtions all in a 


Breath. The good Country Woman, after re- 


collecting Barbara, told her Neighbour who was | 


folding 


That Brook | 
© waters the Gardens; and the Tops of the Houles 
behind thoſe high Trees, is where the Village 


folding | 
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tn 
bling ſome Sheep, ſhe told a third, and as it was 
the Time for the Cattle to come home, every one 
was ſtirring, and in a trice we had half of the 


village about the Chaiſe. I called to the Poſtillion 
to go on to John B. 's, upon which ſeveral Girls, 
who were ſurpris'd to hear me name one of their 
Neighbours, offer'd their Service to ſhew the Way, 
run ſkipping along before the Horſes, and brought 
me in triumph to the Houſe. But, how little did 
it appear! How did the Village, ſo much boaſted. 
of by Barbara, and which I had repreſented to my- 
ſelf ſo charming, now appear wretched and miſera- 
ble! The Tears came, and in ſpite of Reaſon's 
Force, I regretted the charming Abode [ had quit- 
ted. Childiſh Prejudices were vaniſh'd, I was fa- 
miliaris'd with Grandeur; to advance is more a- 
greeable than = back; how ſhall I expreſs my- 
felf? I was Fool enough, to be humbled at the 
Meanneſs which ſurrounded me; and why? Becauſe 
[ was enamour'd with Oſtentation! Becauſe I was 
rain | Becauſe my little Knowledge of the World 
had infected me 25 3 

In the mean time, my Father and Mother, who 
were told of my Arrival, came very joyfully to 
heip me down out of the Chaiſe. My Agitation 
was ſo great, and my Mind ſo troubled, that I 
did not hear a Word of the obliging things they 
laid, Going into the Houſe, my Mother made 
a Motion which frighten'd me, apprehending I 
was diſcover'd : I learnt afterwards, ſhe was upon 
the point of taking me about the Neck, my 
Face made ſuch an Impreſſion on her, becauſe 
being in an Undreſs, I was leſs unlike what I 
had formerly been. But, it went no fafther than 
a Fright, and I was conducted to my little Apart- 
ment, conſiſting of a Bed-chamber and a little 


| Room, the Furniture plain, but new and conve- 


went ; and, with what was coming after me, I 
L 4 a 


{ 252] 
found myſelf very commadiouſly ſituated, and bet. Som 
ter than J deſerved. 1 might 

My Father, who was tranſported with the Hy. 2” 
\nour he fancied I did him in lodging there, ſhew'd 15 . 
me, that from my Chamber I could go into a neat but to 
little Garden under my Windows; he told me, heli Fenn 
had deferr'd laying the Walks till my Arrival, na 554 
that in eight Days time I ſhould have a Parterre , . s 
of Flowers at the Foot of the Stairs. I thank fff b l. 
him for his Civilities, and aſſured him I was over. zppear 
joy'd to lodge in his Houſe, which indeed wa det! 
very true. There was but one Particular I dreaded; Lo its 
that was, being diſcover'd ſooner. or later, I way 


now pretty ſafe as to my Father and Mother, Foy 
and much more in regard of my Siſter ; but Colia, ae F 
the young Fellow who had been fo fond of me, I Nicht 
could he behold me without being mov'd ? Thelil bed 
Impreſſions Nature makes, tho' deep, daily Ex- any © 
per jence ſhows that Time will Wear them out, But, 0 5 
it's far otherwiſe with the Ideas engrav'd in the . 
Heart by Love; as the Paſſion is ſtronger, tie 1 _ 
Trace is deeper, and conſequently, outlaſts the o- that 7 
ther: beſides, Calin had ſeen me. ſince 1 had Iſt like te 
the Village. oF "© 5 catch'c 
- Nevertheleſs, I baniſh'd theſe Fears; I was ſo ef the 
much grown, and my Features were now form'd anal an o 
quite alter'd, that I imagin'd nobody would know « Poſſe 
me; at leaft I was willing to flatter myſelf 10. aaa 
When I was in Bed, I laid down a Plan for my 36s 
Conduct, making it a Rule to ſee 1 but talkin 
to ſpend my Time in Working and Reading. 4 der 1 
to my Table, I determin'd it ſhould; be plain, to a- 14... 
void Expence and Show, and not lie under the Re- . 
proach of acting the Lady in my Father's Houſe. grid. 
I thaught proper, indeed, to eat alone, apprehend· , forbi 
ing 100 great a Familiarity might diſcover the Secret, are 2 
and as yer I did not approve of being obliged to de- M . make 
clare myſelf. 5 „ bt ee is! 
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Some Difficulty ſtill remain'd.z the Margque/$- 
might return, and be deſirous of diſcourſing with 
me. He had been ſeen there before, and his Pre- 
ſence and Viſits might recall thoſe Ideas which were 
but too carefully laid up ; all which put together, 
Jenny might be found to be her that was deſirous 


to paſs for ſomebody elſe. This I imagin'd might 
happen, and certainly had in a ſhoxt time, but that 
the Margue/5 apprehended the ſame thing. It will 
appear how he managed the Affair 5 at preſent, 
ſomething elſe demands our Attention; every thing 
has its proper Place. T i 2 

I paſs'd the Night better than I had reaſon to ex- 
pet. In the Morning, my Mother bringing me 
{ome Broth, which I order'd Barbara to make over 
Night, told me, that the Gentleman at the Caſtle 
© had ſent to know who I was, and whether I made 
* any Stay in the Village; ſhe added, * ſhe had given 
no poſitive Anſwer, not knowing what were my 
( Intentions, ;- fl 2 „ 

[ prais'd my Mother's Diſcretion with an Air 
that ſufficiently ſhow'd my Satisfaction; but, had 
like to have ſpail'd all by aſking a Queſtion ;_ I 
catch'd myſelf, and only enquired who was Lord 
of their Village. He is a Financier. (ſaid, ſhe) 
an old Batchelor ; who after the Death of the lat 
Poſſeſſor, purchas'd it of his Widow: he was once 
' upon the Point of marrying a Daughter of mine, 
who now lives with a Lady.“ My Mother Was 
talking all this time of me, and was loath to ſpeak - 


her Mind to my Diſadvantage 3 ſuch Acknow- - 


ldgments grate. too much. But the Match was 
broke off (continu'd ſhe). becaufe the intended 
Bridegroom was engaged to another, who ſent to 
' forbid the Marriage. From that time, the Women 
gare all afraid of him, tho! he is very rich, and he 
makes himſelf amends as often as he can; but 
his horrid: Figure and bad Character frighten all 
' our Girls. He ſpends the Autumn here, and during 
8 CJ 
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© that time, every one keeps Watch and Ward, for 
he is as wicked as he is ugly. 

This Account reſembled M. Gripart bb very much, 
whom I have mention'd before, that I was not far. 
priz'd to hear my Mother name him. As ſhe was in 
a talking Mood. ſhe related Madame Deſtival 's Hi. 
ſtory, much the ſame as what I have given in the 
Tenth Part. 
than my Father, 
from her chan from him. The Reader may judge; 
the Sequel of that Lady's Hiſtory rie in too natural. 
ly here to be poſtpon'd 


SEQUEL of Madem. 2 Elbieus? 8 Hiſtory 


In the mean time, Mr. Deſtiwal, ignorant as one 
may imagine, of his being by Miſtake concern'd in 
what had pais'd the preceding Night, came before 
Dinner to the Counteſs de N-———*s Caſtle, deter- 
min'd on the Anſwer he was to make te her Propo- 
ſals. One Moment later, all would have been over, 
he had certainly found the Door ſhut againſt him, 
and muſt have return'd without comprehending the 
Meaning of ſuch a whimfical Order. The Counteſs, 
who thought ſhe had Reafon to be highly provok'd, 
was determin'd to have him forbid ever etting his 
Foot again in her Houſe ;- but, neyer dreaming of 
his being there before Dinner, as he muſt have gone 


to bed fo late, deferr'd giving her Orders till ſhe roſe 


herſelf. 


Let any one imagine her Conflernation at ſeeing 


him enter her Bedchamber with that eaſy Air which 


is the Reſult of Innocence, She was ſcaree able to 
command her Reſentment, and turn'd, te the other 
Side with a Diſdain, which muſt have been difcever- 
ed, had the e been the leaft Suſpicion of What had 

iven Occaſion to it. Dej/ival not aware of t, en- 


quir'd after her Health, and how ſhe'came to keep 
her Bed ſo long ? © You have certainly ſopp'd late, 


been up all Night, ns he) and now * it 
E * 


She expreſs'd herſelf much properer | 
which made me'reliſh it better | 
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Head-Ach, and if I may. judge by your Looks, 


are not in a Humour to chat.“ This Speech, far 


om engaging the Counteſ to make any Anſwer, 


only provoked her the more; nevertheleſs, ſhe con- 
2in'd herſelf out of a Deſire to know how far the 


Impoſtor's Impudence would go. The treacherous 
Man, ſaid ſhe to herſelf, after endeavouring to de- 
ccive the Daughter, fancies the Mother may be 


more eaſily impoſed on, as ſhe does not know what 


Diſcoveries her Daughter has made; and flatters 


himſelf, that tho' he be diſcarded by her, he may- 
marry me. But, why ſhould I take his Perfidiouſneſs- 
thus to Heart? What is it to me whether theWretch- 


be privately married or not, or dares make his Ad- 


dreſſes to me? 1 


rerting myſelf at 


ow what I have to do, and 
ſhould be guilty of à greater Folly; if inftead of di- 
is Expence, I ſhould be ſerious 


in the Matter, and* only give myſelf. Uneaſineſs to 


ro Purpoſe. 


This reaſonable. Reflexion brought the Counteſs to 
herſelf: Inſtead off carrying it with a high Hand, 
x the once thought pf doing, ſhe pretended to wake 


oat of her Sleep, 

„Eyes all Night, 
to diſturb her. 
you are to blam 


« pardon you, bei 
have determin'd 


* diicourſe as long as you pleaſe.” 


Jying, ** ſhe had not cloſed her 
nd that it was very barbarous 
adeed Mr. Deſtival, added ſhe, 
„ and I ought to puniſh you 
r Nap ; but for this Time l' 
g impatient to hear what you 
fter our laſt Converſation. Step 
« into the next Roòëm while I riſe, and then we'll . 


Defliival oppos d this: Vou appear too much 
to an Advantage (ſaid he with a Smile) in, your 
' Bed, and are too charming for me tg. loſe. the 
' Pleaſure of ſeeing you; give me leave to fit down 


d of me. 


* 


the Sincerity you ex 
The Counteſs, too fi 
hf reconciled, - * You axe always flattering 


aby you, and T acer Sentiments with 


ble to Compliments, 


Was 


one, 


(ſaid 


. ens 
ſſaid ſhe, in an affected Tone) any one elſe would 
be deceived by your fine Speeches; but it's lucky 


for me that I know myſelf, and am not Feol e. 
** nough to be impoſed on. But to the Reſolution you | 


* ſay you have taken; that Reſolution I'm ſo much 
« intereſted in, and am ſo impatient to hear.“ 
I have too lively a Senſe of all the Civilitie] 


have received, (replied Deftival very gravely) to | 
< heſitate a Moment in ſincerely declaring my Mind: 
I. am a Stranger to Deceit, and value myſelf. too 


*-much on Probity, to make a Myſtery of the Paſ. 
* ſton I have for Mademoiſelle d Elbienx. 
ſaying enough, Madam, and, I think, I ought not 
co uſe an Apology for aſſuring you I am ready, 


© whenever you pleaſe, to marry your Daughter, 
and receive her from your Hand as. a precious 


< Pledge of your Eſteem and Friendſhip.” ' 
This Anſwer needed no Explanation. ** That is 
* 25 much as to ſay, (replied the Counteſs ironically) 


« you cruelly ſacrifice yourſelf, and, to oblige me, 


&« will become the moſt wretched of Mankind: This 
js doing a great deal for my Sake, I know not 
* how to make a Return; but in an Affair of this 
*© Conſequence, I muſt let the Mother take place of 


the Friend, and examine every, thing very cauti- 


« ouſly. 1 have been informed, Sir, that you are al- 
<« ready married, and before any thing is concluded 


on, it's fit] ſhould be fully ſatisfied on ſo material 


„% Point. If you will act with the Probity for which 


4 you ſeem to value yourſelf, I ſhall avoid making 


% an Enquiry, which, though it turn out to your 


*« Acquittance, will throw a Slur upon you, every 


% Man of Honour ought to avoid.“ fy 

Mr. Deftival, whoſe Conſcience did not: iſe 
him, imagin'd either, the Counze/s bantered, or elſe 
reſented the Preference he gave her Daughter. You 
are at Liberty, Madam (anſwer'd he) to act as you 
pleaſe. Whatever Meaſures you take, I am fure 
* they will prove my Innocence. Every one knows 


me, 
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« going too: far, (cried the Counteſs interrupting 
him) © you may talk thus to others, who' are leſs 


« acquainted with you; but, as for me, I am not 
« {0 eaſily deceived.”* * Though you ſhould take 
© it ill (replied De/tival with warmth) © I.muſt tell 
you, that whoever gave you any ſuch Informa- 


« tions, are Impoſtors, and I ſhall puniſh them 


as they deſerve, if you will pleaſe to name them: 
the Jeit is ſomething tart, and ſure enough carried 


too far. | 


The Counteſs, . fully perſuaded that it was Deſi- 
da whom ſhe had heard reproached over Night 


with his ſecret Engagements, and which he had 


own'd, was exaſperated. at his Aſſurance in deny-. 
ing them : ** My Daughter (cried ſhe in a Paſſion) 
can never be ſufficiently prais'd for diſcarding you 


« with Scorn, ſince you ſtand ſo audaciouſly in a 


« Lye.” For Heaven's Sake, Madam, (ſaid De 
val interrupting; her a third time) © let us under- 


* ſtand one another, and don't perſiſt in ſuch cruel 
Treatment; if you are in jeſt, I'll hold my 


Tongue, and am willing you ſhould give full 
* Scope to your bitter perplexing Humour; but, if 
you are ſerious, it is time to come to an Expla- 
What is it you mean by pretending I. 
dam married? what ſecret Engagement do you. 
hint at? what Grounds have you to imagine your 
Daughter has diſcarded me with Scorn? I Would 
have you to know, Madam, with all due Reſpect, 
' that there is not one Syllable of Truth in all 
this, and that if you talk till To-morrow, 1 ſhall 


© not comprehend one Word you ſayy - 


The more Mr. Deſiwal perſiſted in aſſerting his In- 


nocence, the more the prejudiced Counteſs Rage 


encreas d: notwithſtanding her Reſolution to keep 
in a bantering Strain, ſhe loſt all Patience : Is it 
* poſhble (ſaid ſhe raiſing her Voice) that you-ſhould . 

8 | carry, 


me, I have nothing to reproach myſelf with all, 
and defy the worſt of Enemies' ——- Fhis is 
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carry, Sir, the Impoſture to this length? you 
« dare maintain you are not married? Ves, Ma- 
* dim, I do aver it, (replied De//zval) who could 
© have inform'd you of ſo baſe a Calumny?” My 
« Daughter, if you muſt know, (replied the Cour. 


te/s very warmly, not daring to own how ſhe diſco- 


vered it.) © Mademoiſelle d Elbieux ! (cried Deſtival) 


* ſhe could never have invented ſuch a Lye : I ſay 
again, Madam, you only divert yourſelf at my Ex. 
© pence, and have ſome Motive for ſo doing: I'm | 
< ſatiched you have invented this Story, as an Ex. 
© cuſe for breaking your Word with me; but, you 
reed not have taken the pains to proceed in this 


© extraordinary Manner, had you barely ſaid you 


did not approve of me for a Son-in-Law, I ſhould 
have come preſently to a Reſolution, Madam, 


© and given you no farther Trouble. 


The Concluſion of this Anſwer touch'd the Coun- 


tel, to the Quick. © There is no bearing this, 


(cried the looking furiouſly at him) * you provoke 


me beyond meaſure, by your ill Manners, Know 
«© then, Sir, ſince you force me to it, that I was 
«© Witneſs the laſt Night of your Converſation with 
my Daughter in the Park ; now ſure you under- 
« ſtand me: will you deny too that my Daughter 


wrote to you, that you agreed to meet her in the 
«© Park, that you and ſhe talked. of me in the moſt 
«« contemptible Manner? Will you deny too your 
*« owning your Marriage) But to what Purpoſe do 
J give theſe Proofs ? I fee in your Looks you 
« are contriving to evade them. Go, Sir, it's ſhame- - 
«« fu} for a Man of your Rank to lye ſo.openly; I | 
« always. thought Perſons of Diſtinction were ex- 


«« empt from this Vice.“ ts ho eee 16! 
. © Nay then, (cried Deſtiaal lifting , his Eyes to 


Heaven) either I am run mad, or you. have loſt.. | 


* your Senſes: pardon me, Madam, if my Emotioh 
has occafion'd an Exp:eHon I myſelf blame; but 
really, any one elſe. would loſe all Patience 
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are come ſo luckily: 


259 | 
with you: J receive a Letter laſt Night from your 
Daughter! ſhe meet me in the Park ! I ſpeak diſ- 
c reſpe&tfully of you, and, to complete the F iction, 
„frankly own myſelf married, when there is no. 
«ſuch thing, and the diſcard me without my 


«you dream, or I am WY Certainly I hive: diſ- 
turbed your Sleep, and you of dreaming again 5: 
or you are reſolved to provoke a Man of ſome 
«Worth. Yes, I fay it again, you certainly dream, 5 
and the Devil himſelf can't unriddle it. 
Mademoiſelle d Elbieuæ entered the Room as Pei. 
val aid this in a great Heat: She did not know 
he was come, but was ſtill perſuaded he was the 
perſon ſhe had talked with the Night before, and 


vas not much ſurpris'd to find him with her Mo- 


ther, after what ſhe faneied ſne had diſcovered: her 
Malice, which was never backward, made her con- 
dude that he had lain in the Caſtle, and. what con- 
ftm'd her in it the more, was his angry Diſcourſe * 
ſhe did not doubt but her Mother and he, like too 
many married People, had quarrell'd, and, vexed 


to meet a Man ſhe deteſted upon the pretended Dif- 


corery, ſhe was going to retire and vent her ill 
Humour in her Chamber; but the Counteſs perceiv- 
ing her, very peremptorily commanded her to ſtay, 
laying, her Preſence was neceſſary to clear up an 
Aﬀiir ſhe was acquainted with, and well deſerved 
(added fhe with a Sneet) the Honour of her Evi- 
dence and Confirmation. 

Deſival, who was grown impatient, did not 
wait for the Counte/5 proceeding in her Diſcourſe. 
' I am overjoyed, Mademoiſelle (ſaid he) that you 
would you beifeve, your 
Mother has ſpent an HAur 3 in endeavouring to per- 
* ſuade me that you wrote to me, and that in Conſe- 

' quence. of it, I met you laſt Night in the Park; 

that under Favour, we rai''d at Fer, and a thouſand 
* Dreams of this N ature? Speak, IL you 


* 


« knowing of it! Faith, Madam, once more, either 


FW .. . 


—— — — oe 99 SES m4 4 + + 


ov 2040 0u ˙— te IO — — 
= 


——ů 


2 


— ——̃ 


a — — 


— 


— „ 94/7 ARGS — 4 
- — 


: 
£ 
4 
N 
. 
PS | 
; 
'2 
if 
i 
oe - 
5 
3 
| 
++] 


4 „ — —_ 
— Jo hee 


n 


M «a KR Kc A „ 


this, ſhe threw the Letter at her ſhe: had inter- 


Te] 
can beſt decide it: it was in vain for me to aſſure | 
© her that it's all a Miſtake ; ſhe perfiſts in Prov. 


ing it to be true, and I am fo. aſtoniſhed that | | 


© ſhall not recover myſelf ſoon. 


Mademoiſelle d Elbieux was extreamly ſurpriſed 


to hear that her Mother was ſo well acquainted 
with her Proceedings; ſhe concluded the Farmers 
Son had betrayed pos and was reſolved to revenge 
herſelf ſooner or later: notwithſtanding her Anger 
againſt Deſſiwal, ſhe approved of his perſiſting o 
deny the Meeting, and thought it was her Buj- 


fineſs to ſecond him, which ſhe did with ſo much 
_ Earneſtneſs, that it was rewarded with a Box on 


each Ear, for ſaying ſhe knew nothing at all of it, 
and that it was contrary even to common Senſe. . 


Te Counteſs having thus revenged herſelf, or- 


dered Deſtival very diſdainfully to retire, and never 
come near her more. He roſe from his Seat, ſtung 
with the injurious Treatment he had received: Ves, 
© Madam, (cried he) you ſhall ſee me no more; 
© but remember, and I repeat it before this young 
Lady, that I never ſtir'd from home laſt Night, 


aas all the People in the Village can witneſs, I 
lay at my own Houſe ; that I. had not the 


Honour of meeting your Daughter, that I never 
told her I was married, and in fine, that the 
whole is a Fiction : This is the plain Truth, 
ard ſo I wiſh you a good Morrow, engaging my | 
Word of Honour never to expoſe myſelf again 
to ſuch opprobrious Treatment, as I have under- 
gone this Day. N „ 6 
Dieſtiwval went away leaving the Cbunteſi extreme. 
ly perplexed at the Impoſture, of which the thought 


him guilty : looking at her Daughter, who criet} 
for Vexation, ©* You are very impudent, Miſs (aid 


ſhe) * to deny what I myſelf ſaw and heard Say- 


cepted, as was mentioned before: ** Will you 
deny this too? J know you, perfidious Crea- 
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ture: your wicked Heart betrays itſelf every Mo- 
„ment: you expreſs yourſelf in my regard with 
„great Tendernef: and Affection truly ! Go, un- 
« orateful Child, you little deſerve what I have 
done for you; and I ſhould act very prudently, if, 
« after diſcovering your malicious Diſpoſition, I 
« ſecured you in a Place that might prevent your 
« behaving to me ſo cruelly hereafter. 

Theſe Reproaches were too juſt not to affect Ma- 


 demoiſelle d Elbieux, wicked as ſhe was; ſhe cried 


rery heartily, and confeſſed ſhe deſerved them, as 
he own'd to her Confident from whom this Hif- 
tory was learnt : beſides her other ill Qualities, ſhe 
was very unguarded, and had not Senſe enough to 
conceal, what ſhe ought to have buried in eternal 
Oblivion, | „%% nr Tr 

As raſh as Mademoiſelle & Elbieux was, ſhe reffect- 
ed a long time on what had happen'd, though it was 
not uſual with her; had there been the leaſt Room 


| to doubt, ſhe would have concluded that Deſſival 


was not the Perſon ſhe met in the Park: his deny- 
ing having been there, and her Mother's paſſionate 
Manner of forbidding. him the Houſe, did not 
ſuit the Notiqns ſhe had imbibed : ſhe was infinite> 
ly deſirous of diſcourſing him on the Points he had 
ſo obſtinately denied: besides, it was ſufficient to 
be ill uſed by her Mother, to reconcile him; to her 
to ſay nothing of his being moſt in favour of all. 
her Lovers, and in the Humour ſhe then was, ſhe. 
heartily wiſhed the ee e ſhe fancied he 
was under with her Mother, were not of the Na- 
ture ſhe ſuſpected, in order to receive his Addreſſes 
aew, and even to marry. him perhaps at laſt. _. 

She was juft ſitting down to Tableswith her 
Mother, who ftill murmured and reprimanded her 
for what had happen'd for the bel of Mothers, 
when thus provoked, don't eaſily give over) Din- 
ter was ſerving up, when Word was brought that 


Mr. 
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Vr. Deftrurneaux was come : after reflecting on what 
had paſſed, he was concerned at having been f | 


foolith as to give Occaſion to Mademoz/elie d Elbieux's 
retiring, when his good Fortune had procured him 
the Meeting; apprehending beſides, that Jealouſy 
might poſſibly have mortiſied her, he came to 
repair the Miſchief he had done himſelf ; and in 
order that the Acknowledgment he had made, 


ſhould not prejudice his Pretenſions to a Perſon, who | 
in marrying him might retrieve his Affairs and | 


make his Fortune, he was reſolved, in caſe ſhe 


refuſed to hear him on Account of his having ſaid | 


he was married, to pretend it was all a ett, 


and only to try whether ſhe concern'd. herſelf in | 
what regarded him : he had even taken the Pre- 


caution, in caſe he ſhould -make any. Enquiry, to 
inſtruct his Wife, and convince her, that it was 


her Intereſt to aſhſt him on this Occaſion, in order | 


to alieviate the extreme Neceſſity, to: which her ill 


Conduct had reduced her; this was what brought 
the vain-glorious Deffourneaux to the Caſtle, and oc- 


caſioned various Adventures. 


| Mademuiſelle © Elbieux, who had not digeſted the 


Blows, nor the continual Maundering ſhe had un- 
dergone, received De/{ourneaux very coldly. On 


the contrary, the Counteſs careſſed him extreamly, 
becauſe ſhe knew he was odious to Deſtival, as 


if ſhe intended by ſuch Treatment to revenge her- 


ſelf for all the Grievances ſhe laid to his Charge: 
The Gentleman was ſo elevated at this, that he 
rew very jovial, and endeavoured by his Country 
eſts to reinſtate himſelf in the Favour of Mademo- 
felle 4 Elbieux. The Counteſs perceiving by her 


Daughter's ſullen Looks, that De/owrneaux's Com- 
pany was diſagreeable to her, took a malicious 


| Pleaſure in leaving them alone: accordingly, the 


Moment ſhe had dined; ſhe retired to her Cloſet 
under ſome Pretext, but in reality to divert her- 


ſelf with the Vexation this would occaſion in her 


Daughter. 
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Daughter. When IIl-nature is to be indulg'd, e- 
very thing that mortifies another is acceptable, tho” 
of the moſt trifling nature. | 


The Spark was no ſooner alone with the Daugh- 


ter, but he began his Addreſſes and fine Speeches, 
in order, if poſſible, to renew the preceding Night's 
Converſation : but, he met with all the Diſdain 
ſhe was capable of expreſſing when diſpleaſed. De- 
ſaurneaux bore it tolerably well for ſome time; 
but, finding nothing would appeaſe her, he began 
to think of juſtifying himſelf upon the Subject of 
his unlucky Acknowledgment, from which he ima- 
gin'd all this Contempt proceeded : * I ſee pla inly, 
* Mademoiſelle, (cried he) that what I ſaid hit 


Night about a pretended Marriage by way of 


Banter, has made you uneaſy, and occalion'd 


© the Coldneſs with which I am treated; but don't 


be miſtaken, J am under no Engagement, as I 


am ready to prove: had you favour'd me a few 


* Moments, longer with your Company, you would. 
© have found” — „Are you run mad? (replied 
Mademoiſelle d Elbieux very drily) who told you, 
that J concern myſelf about you, or am any 
* ways intereſted whether you are at Liberty or 
* not? Neither do I comprehend what you mean 
* by a Diſcourſe, you ſay we had together, I re- 
member nothing of it: You muſt explain your- 


* ſelf, or, which would do much better, Sir, give 


me no farther Trouble ; I'm not in a Humour to 
be diverted with your Wit, and you had beft. 
© reſerve it for Others, who may poſlibly feliſh it, 
60 thoꝰ 1 don't. a . K OY 3 

This made Deflourneaux ſtare, and puzzled him in 
his Turn. I could not have thought, anſwer'd he, 
that you would quarrel for a Trifle, after giving 
me a Meeting, methinks give you a 


* Meeting !(cried ſhe interrupting him a ſecond time, 
and ſurpris'd at his Affurance ;) © you are certainly 


diſtracted, or could never have entertain'd ſuch an. 
e extrae 
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c extravagant Notion.” I ſhould think ſo too The 
(replied Deſfourncauæ incens'd at this) if I imagin- 
« ed all theſe Things without any Foundation: but, WM for her 
when you ſee this Letter, and which you cannot WM tough 
© difown, as I received it from you, I flatter my. Wl fie rec 
* ſelf you will not perſiſt in treating me as you haye 
* hitherto done. — 3... 
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The Counteſs, who overheard every Word, ſoon. 
pound out the MyRery : Inſtead of being concern'd 
ſor her Behaviour to the unfortunate De//zval, ſhe. 
tought the whole Affair ſo very diverting, when 
he recollected all that had paſſed over Night and 
the Morning following, that ſhe ſeveral times burſt 
into loud Fits of Laughter. De//ourneaux, who took. 
it to himſelf, and-imagin'd his Night-Adventure 
was only a Contrivance to ridicule him, reſented her 
Mirth, and roſe from. his Seat, ſaying, ſhe was very 
Imanner'd to make a Jeſt of a Man of his Im- 
portance, The leſs Merit a Man has, the more 
ſuſpicious he is of being flighted. This huffing 
Speech was ſo far from checking the Counte/5, that 
it only increaſed her Mirth by being ſo ill-timed. 
Mademoiſelle d Elbieux, who was aſtoniſh'd to hear 
her, bit her Lips for Vexation, thinking it was a 
Conſequence of the Trick ſhe h#d been play'd, re- 
flving to revenge herſelf the firſt Opportunity. 

In the mean time Deſlourneaux. whoſe Reſent- 
nent of the ill Uſage increaſed with it, began to 
think of convincing the Counteſi how much he was 
afronted, by aſſuring her it was the laſt Viſit he 
ever intended there, The Counteſs, naturally polite, 


Ind beſides apprehenſive left De/lourneaux in his 


Arger ſhould divilge the Adventure among the 
reighbouring Gentry, and prejudice her Daughter's 
Reputation, aſſured him he was not concerned in 
the Affair; but, that ſhe could not help being di- 
verted at a Trick ſhe had put upon her Daughter, 
ind wherein he had never been entangled, but by 
n unlucky Miſtake. The fierce Country Squire 
ws appeas' d by this Aſſurance, which his Pride 
took for an Excuſe: he grew good humour'd, in 
order to pacify the Counte/s for his ſpiteful Re- 
lexions, which ſhe could not forbear reproaching 
kim withal, He told her, it was done on purpoſe. 
ra Puniſhment for her being there, which he diſ- 
torer' d, as he affur'd her, notwithſtanding ſhe 

thought 


thought herſelf ſo well hid. The Counteſs beliey'd 
what ſhe pleaſed, but her Daughter at laſt unra- 


1 vell'd the whole Myſtery by what ſhe heard, and 
| was no longer ſurpris'd at Deffival's peremptory 
| Behaviour: This renewed her former Efleem for 


him, and convinced her, that all ſhe had ſuſpected 


1 to have paſſed between her Mother and Him was 


as ſoon as poſlible. 


An Opportunity 
Mr. Deftival, and being ſenſible of the Injuſtice of 


to acknowledge her Fault, in order to bring. him 
to the Caſtle again, and convince, him of her Con- 
cern for what had paſs'd. Deflival, who had re- 
tir'd with great Regret, was overjoy'd at the Pre- 


1g ee. — 
n ——— — — > 


the next Day, and his ſhort Abſence only ſerv'd to 
Tender him the more amiable, and redouble the 
Eſteem he was in before the Rupture.  _ 
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Mademoiſelle d Elbieux behaved for a 


the Addreſs to make her gccept of his Propoſal to 
marry her. The Counteſs, convinced of the Ne. 
ceſſity of marrying her Daughter, eſpecially after 
her late Sally, and knowing how Eaſily in ſuch 
Adventures a young Creature might be ruin'd paſt 
retrieving, Was refolved not to loſe ſo favourable 
an Opportunity ; her Conſent obtained, the Nuy- 
tials were immediately celebrated, and nothing could 
be happier than the firſt few Days that followed. 
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better was aſtoniſhing. The Family bleſſed the Oe 


ws £ & Ll 
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rely imaginary ; her Paſſion revived, with a firm | 
Refolution of giving him the moſt convincing Proof 


| ſoon offer'd ; the Counteſs her. 
{elf brought it about. She always had a Value for | 


ker Behaviour to him, ſhe thought herſelf obliged | 


tence that was given him to return, without bring- | 
ing his Honour in Queſtion. ; Accordingly, he came 


The moſt Inconſiderate have ſome Intervals of 


ew Days with ſo much Temper, that De/ival had] 


The Alteration in Mademoiſelle d' Elbieux for the 


caſion of ſo happy a Change; but they were tod 
precipitate in their Sentiments; her CharaQer was 
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{ill the ſame, and ſoon exerted itſelf with its uſual 


Violence. 


They had not been married a F ortnight, when 


one Morning, as ſhe was getting up, ſhe bid her 
Woman order the Coach to be ready. Deftival, 
in his complaiſant Way, aſk*d her if ſhe propoſed 
to dine abroad? No {ſaid fhe very coldly) 
'] deſign for Paris, J am quite tired with the 
© Country, where there is nothing new, and can 


hear it no longer.“ You have too much Senſe 


[replied Deſti val very mildly) <* to have taken fo 
« judden a Reſolution, without conſulting your 
„Mother and hearing her Opinion.” Why ſure- 
y (cried ſhe very haughtily) © am I ſuch an 
Infant, that I am obliged to aſk her Leave? 
© I know of no ſuch Dependence, nor will not te 
made a Slave to any one. You are very imper- 
'tinent to talk to me in this, manner: Surely, the 
scene is very extraordinary” * What I ſaid 


an werd Deftival) was not intended as an Aﬀront ; 


* you are certainly your own Miſtreſs, and I ſhould 
be ſorry to have given you the leaft Oecaſion to 
„think I would diſoblige you; but, I ought to 
* put you in Mind, that one of your Birth ſhould 
3 5 leave her Relations ſo very abruptly, and 
* that” — 

terruptiong him again) is in vain, Jam determined 


to ſet out immediately for Paris, and nobody 


ſhall prevent it. 

There is but one Difficulty remains (continued 
Deſival provok'd with his Wife's Diſcourſe) which 
„is, where you can lodge when you come there ? 
„Von know we hive no Houſe, nor as yet had 
* time to look out for one ; beſides, we agreed not 
„to do any thing of that kind till next Winter“ 
What is that to me? (replied the humourſome 


Creature with an Air of Diſdain:) © Do you imagine 


that will diſappoint my Journey? As if ! could 


be at a loſs for a Lodging in dear Paris Make 


your 


All your Reaſoning (cried ſhe in- 
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| [- 208} 
< your ſelf eaſy as to that Particular; J have con. 
* trived the whole Affair, and, Heaven be prais'd 
don't want any one's Direction how to behave on 
* ſuch an Occaſion.” - 

A Neighbour coming in, put an End to the | 
Converſation. Mr. Deftival was going to reply, | 
and that like a Huſband who was determin'd not 
to yield to ſuch Extravagances : the Diſcourſe at | 
firſt ran upon indifferent Matters, when on a ſud. + 
den, without the leaft Connection with what had 


been ſaid, Madame Deſftival aſk'd the Lady, what | 


| the thought of a Huſband who tyranniz'd over his | 
Wife, and thwarted her in every thing? The Lady, 
ſurpris'd at ſuch a Queſtion, and gueſſing ſomething 
was amiſs, replied, ** that ſhe did not believe that 
* any married Man was ſo unreaſonable*'——* Well 
then (cried Madame De/tival looking ſcornfully at 
her Huſband) don't be any longer/in ſuch a Miſ. 
* take, that Gentleman is one of the Number; I 
have a mind to go to, Paris, I aſk'd his Conſent in 
an obliging manner, even begg'd it, and yet he 
is ſo cruel as to refuſe me; is not this playing 
the Tyrant over a Wife? I am fo provok'd, as 
© ſcarce to be myſelf.” Deſtival, who little expected 
ſuch a vile Forgery, and was now convinced he had 
married the wickedeſt Creature of her Sex, ſeeing 
her work'd up to ſuch a pitch of Extravagance, | 
thought it moſt prudent to retire, and not give 
himſelf the trouble of making any Anſwer. He 
went directly to the Counteſs, but with an Air 
of Trouble which ſhe preſently diſcover'd, and 
enquir'd what was the Occaſion of it ; he very 
readily told her the whole Affair. After ſhrugging | 
up her Shoulders, ſhe promis'd to take proper Me- 
thods. Deſtival was very willing ſhe ſhould thr 
in it rather than himſelf, and in order to avoid 
the Noiſe he foreſaw would enſue, he mounted 4 
Horſe and went to dinner about a League from 
thence, hoping at his Return to find his N in 
| a better 
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A detter Humour, and poſſibly prevail'd on to hear 


Reaſon. | My 
It was a difficult Taſk, or rather an Impoſſibili- 


ty; the Counteſs her Mother was thanked very diſ- 
dainfully for her Advice, and told, © ſhe was not 
« Miſtreſs there, and that no Deference was due to 
cher.“ It was in vain to tell her Daughter, that to 
go without her Huſband's Conſent, or to leave him 
behind, was equally monſtrous : Her Anſwer ſtill 
was, * ſhe did not marry to become a Slave, and 
© that if other Women were ſuch Fools as to be led 
Aby the Noſe, it was not her Caſe ; that ſhe 
would ſhow, the Rights of a Wife were not in- 
© ferior to thoſe of a Huſband, and that there was 
© nothing wanting but to know as much.” In fine, 
Words run high, it was to no Purpoſe to interpoſe, 
go ſhe would. A Servant who had brought her 
up, was ſo indiſcreet as to blame her Conduct, 
and ſay ſhe ought in Conſcience to obey her Huſ- 
band ; this was anſwered with bidding her begone; 
accordingly, her Wages were immediately paid, 
and, in ſpite of all Remonſtrances, ſhe was turn'd 
out of Doors. al pate 

The other Servants, hearing the old Woman 


vas diſcharged, who had brought her up from an 


Infant, concluded they muſt not delay executing 
what was ordered ; thinking that if the Gower- 
tante, after ſo many Years Service, found no Mer- 
cy, they could hope for none if they, ſhow'd the 
leaſt Repugnance to her Commands: the Coach- 
man, who, by the Counteſi's Direction, had not as 
yet put the Horſes to the Coach, hurried about 
it immediately; the waiting Woman thought of 
nothing but packing up, and in an inſtant every 
thing was ready. . 8 
Being informed of it, Madame Deſti val threw her- 
ſelf into the Coach; it was in vain to endeavour to 
prevail on her, the returned no Anſwer, but order- 
ed the Coachman to drive away; the whole Fa- 
>. aha: 


Vou, II. mily 


1 
mily remain'd in the utmoſt Conſternation at her MW wife a 
Obſtinacy, imagining this might not be the lat MW y1ich 
Freak, with which ſhe would try a worthy Gentle. enter, 
man's Patience. | what h. 
The Counteſi, thinking ſhe ought to acquaint ,. my \ 
Deftival with what had paſſed, diſpatched one of MW « thin! 
her Servants with a Letter to him : he took Horſe (continu 
immediately upon receiving it, much ſurpriſed to MW « to ga 


find his Wife was gone without him, and ſhould M The. 
have ſhown him ſo little Regard as not to wait M wlous C 
His Return: The Mother-in-Law was too ſenſible Mfom th, 
of the Juſtneſs of his Reſentment, to make any Apo. M: Madm 
logy for ſuch inſufferable Behaviour; on the con- and fo 
trary ſhe pitied him, and advis'd rather as a Friend WW her. Vi 
than a Mother, that he ſhould take Poſt inſtantly, Nd a Hy 
endeavour to overtake her at Night, and either nan I a 
prevail on her to hear Reaſon, or to act as the Oc- juſt Rea: 
caſion required. : NY | As M. 
This Advice chim'd too well with his own Senti-M:n4 Six 
ments, provok'd as he was, not to be followed ;Mina!! Fig 
he ſent for Poſt-horſes, and came up with her inMcurſe te 
about four Hours: She was juſt. entering a Village, Mjand ca 
when ſhe perceiv'd him following her, at a time ſheMWie Coun 
little expected it. Pferest 
The Interview was really comical. Madaneſleſe. I. 
Deftival, who eaſily gueſſed he did not come afterhcyinage 
her for nothing, reſolved on as wicked a Strata-Wprqeq. 
gem as could be invented; ſhe pretended not to The F 
' know him, deſired he would go about his Buſineſs Mrett1eq + 
and, upon his aſſuming an Air of Authority, ncre ſo, 
ftt⸗zhreaten'd him, that if he did not retire, and give kogh'd v 
her no farther Diſturbance, ſhe would declare he Warmth, 
came to offer Violence, and that ſhe would. find "ing inte 
Means to be rid of him. "= | room fe 
Deſtival perceiv'd, that things muſt come to an red to 
Extremity, if he proceeded any farther 3 ſhe wal ould! 
der a Neceſſity of ſtopping in the Village, hav could be 
ing tired the Horſes ſo much that it was impoſſibleſſ him the 
to go on without baiting : he kept back _ if he ha 
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Wife alighted at the Inn where ſhe was to dine, 


which ſhe had no ſooner done, but advancing to 


enter, he was ſtopped at the Door, and aſk d 
what he would have? I am come to dine with 
« my Wife (anſwered he in a Paſſion ;) I did not 
« think a Man muſt have brought his Pedigree, 
(continued he with a Smile of Diſdain) in order 
„to gain Admitance here.“ | | 

The Inn-keeper, who aſked Deſtioal ſuch a ridi- 
culous Queſtion, had juſt received his — 
fom the Wife : She had charged him not to Tuffer 
Madman to come in, who was in Love with her, 
ind ſo outrageous as to fancy himſelf married to 
her, Were ever ſuch Artifices employ'd to get rid 
of a Huſband ? Such was the Temper of the Wo- 
man I am ſpeaking of, and of whom I have ſuch 
juſt Reaſons to complain. 

As Madame Deſtiwal came in a handſome Coach 
ind Six with ſuitable Attendants, ſhe made no 
mall Figure; it was natural enough for her Dif- 
courſe to have its deſired Effect; but as her Huſ- 
hand came on a Poſt-horſe, and lived much in 
the Country, it will be eaſily imagined he made 
to great Appearance either in Clothes or any thing 
le. The Inn-keeper took the Lady's Part; her 
Equipage carried it, and Mr. De/tival was not re- 
garded. | 4 £2 
The Brute, as moſt of his Profeſſion are, was 
wettled at the Anſwer mentioned above, and the 
more ſo, for that ſeveral who overheard it, had 


augh'd very heartily z he anſwered with ſome 
MVarmth, © that a Pedigree was not required for com- 
ig into his Inn, but that nevertheleſs he had no 


room for Madmen, who fancied themſefyes mar- 


e to a rid to Women they never ſaw before; that he 
ſhe wa hou!d have no Entrance there, ſince his Deſign 
ze, e could be no other than to inſult a Lady, who did 
zpoflid lim the Honour to come to his Houſe ; but that 

_— 1 if he had the Aſſurance to perſiſt in his Folly, he 


M 2 would 
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5 d let him ſee he was Maſter there, and kneylll 1 
a — to deal with inſolent Fellows and Madmen, bi * 
| Deſtival was. highly provoked at this Imperti. cue of 
nence, and, loſing all Patience, drew his Sword oofM;ot ref 
the Inn-keeper to force a Paſſage. The Hoſteſi 0 40 
bawl'd for Help to the Servants, and in an Inſtant = K 
the whole Village was in an Uproar. Had Deſtiwalſiſ vt | 
been Orlando Furioſo himſelf, he muſt have yielded li * 
to the Superiority of Number. His Sword was ſe oy 
cured, and had not the Curate interpoſed in the we 
Godſpeed, the Inn-keeper had certainly cripple pee) 
him. The Clergyman, by his Preſence, put a Stop * uch 
their Fury, and enquired what was the Matter? D- A = 
zival offer'd to ſpeak ; but the Innkeeper, fierce A 2 
a Cock on his own Dunghil, and whom the Curaty 3 
and the Peaſants reſpected for the Sake of his head gr 
Stum, was very loud in his own Defence. In fine eee 
D-/iival was adjudged to be mad as a March — * 
every one depoſing ſomething to prove his _ 3 
and what was ſtill worſe the Curate _ , * 
hear any thing to the contrary; according 1 3 
pronounced Sentence, that the Madman = | 3 
locked up, an Information taken of the — t, and — 
he conducted to the next Bailliwick, in or - to b. — 
ſent to a Madhouſe, or delivered to his R — py N 
to be ſecured and prevented from the like Pran — oh) 
the Future. f a 
* the Deciſion of the Curate and ch gh 
Men of the Village, who undertook to ſee it ws . 
cuted. It was in vain for Deſti val to ue, 332 
lear himſelf, the Clowns were all prejudiced agai 3 
bi hite Croſs had been ati Preſted, 
him; mine Hoſt of the White Croſs I. 
tacked, which was Proof ſtrong enough » on ed hay 
Judgment; and all Deftiva/ could ſay in ” — e 
Defence was looked upon as the raving 0 pw ts 
diſtracted, who ought not to be laughed at, e The C 
ſaid to one another, out of Humanity, but 3 


deſery d to be pitied. 


And beg 
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nd knowl All this while, Madame Defiival ſtood laughing ve- 
Imen, Wir heartily, which her Attendants could not brook: ; 
l mperti one of them choſe rather to be turn'd-away, than 
word on tot reprove her for what had happened. She was 


o provoked at his Impertinence, that ſhe forbid 
tim her Sight, threatening, that if ever he dared 
talk of her, ſhe would make him dearly repent. 
tis want of Reſpe&.. 


 Hoſteſg 
1 Inſtant 
Deftival 
ö yield A 


| was Wl After this Act of Severity, ſhe paid the Inn- 
d in thMiceper well for his Trouble, and proceeded on her 
crippled Journey: inftead of reflecting on her own baſe 
| Stop te Carriage to ſo worthy a Huſband as Deſſiwal, ſhe 
er? De direrted herſelf with it on the Road, and burſt into 


Fits of Laugater like a Changeling, as often as 
ſhe conſidered the Aſtoniſnment he muſt be in at 
ler artful Manner of getting rid of him. 
In the mean time the Servant, whom Madame 
Hare Defiva had diſcarded, no ſooner ſaw her go away, 
VladnefMW but he ran to the Curate to expoſtulate with him 
uld no pon the Injuſtice of his Behaviour in regard of a. 
ly, bf Gentleman, who was well known, and whoſe Wife 
hould ba ves certainly mad, and had never been thought 
wlt, an otherwiſe even before her Marriage, and then ac- 
er to b quainted him with the whole Affair. The Cler- 
elationꝗi d man, who was prejudiced, ſent him away, ſay- 
Prank fi ing, he had talked with the Lady (which was true 
enough) and that he thought her a Woman of too 
nuch Senſe and Diſtinction to be guilty of an 
Action, which if true, was certainly abominable.. 
avour i The honeſt Servant, provoked at ſuch Proceedings, 
d again and aſtoniſh'd to ſee an innocent. Perſon ſo eaſily op- 
deen at preſſed, thought he could not do better than re- 
in thei] turn to the Counteſs, and acquaint her with what 
his ow bad ha ppen'd: She was terribly afflicted at che News, 
f a Ma ſer out the next Morning as ſoon as it was light, 
to procure the ſuppos d mad Man's Releaſe. 
it rathq , The Curate was much ſurpris'd at this Viſit; he 
repented, tho“ ſomething late, his own Credulity, 
and begg'd a thouſand Pardons. Mr. Dejiival, 
M 3 more 
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15 head 
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it exe 
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EF | 
more out of Generoſity than any other Motive, 


£ forgave what was paſſed : had it not been for fear 
of expoſing himſelf to the World, he would haye 


carried Things very far; but after thanking his 


Mother-in-Law for her Concern, he ſwore he would 


never ſee her Daughter more, or ſo much as hear 


her mentioned, 


Would one imagine after ſo cruel a Prank, as 
has been juſt now related, he could ever be ſo un- 
wiſe as to break his Word? Nevertheleſs, he did! 
fo. Madame Deftival, who was at laſt brought to 
a Senſe of the Folly ſhe had been guilty of, re- 
folved to uſe her utmoſt Endeavours to obtain al 
Reconciliation : The greater Difficulty, the greater 
She left! 
nothing undone to compals it : She acknowledged 
her Fault, laid the Blame on her own giddy Want 
of Experience, and in fine, ſhe employ'd ſuch pow- 
| Mr. De- 
flival receiv'd her without Reproach, and, in Hopes 
of reclaiming her by Mildneſs, behaved as if he 
never had any Occaſion to complain of her Con- 


her Earneſtneſs, according to Cuſtom. 


erful Means, as procured her Pardon. 


duct; but he ſoon had Reaſon to repent it. 


Three Months after this Reconciliation, Madame} 
Defiival proved with Child; the Counteſs her Mo- 
ther, inſtead of rejoycing, was much concern'd; 
being ſenſible, after much Experience of her Daugh- 


ter's Humour, that ſhe would infallibly take that 


Opportunity of tormenting not only her Huſband, 
but all thoſe who had the Misfortune to live under 
the ſame Roof. Mr. Deftival, who had no ſuch 


Apprehenſions, was tranſported with the News; 
his Love and Tenderneſs redoubled. Ought fo 


much Goodneſs, ſo little deſerved, to have been re- 


paid with the Vexations that hung over him ? 


What the Counteſs apprehended, came to paſs | 
as ſcon as her Daughter was certain of being with 


Child, ſhe affected a Thouſand Whims one upon 


another, which ſhe was pleaſed to honour * 
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the Name of Longings, and, out of Complaiſance, 
others did the ſame. Sometimes ſhe could not bear 
the Sight of ſuch a Servant, he muſt turn out: The 
next Minute ſhe would beat one of the Maids, 
which ſhe was obliged to take in good Part: Then 
he fancied ſomething that could only be had at 
Paris, an Expreſs muit be diſpatch'd to fetch it ;- ſhe 
tired every Body, from Morning to Night; no one 
had a Moment's Reſt, and yet durſt not complain. 
Mr. De/iival was the firlt to comply in every thing, 
and as he ſet the Example, every one thought fit to 
follow 1t. 

There came one Day to the Caſtle a Capuchin 
Friar, whoſe long venerable Beard drew the Reſpect 
of all the World ; beſides this great Qualification, 
te was a Man of Wit, and did not much reſemble: 
he reſt of his Bretheren ; People were univerſally 
fond of his Company; in a Word, the greateſt 
Gofiip in the Neighbourhood. The Counteſs, who 
kept an exceeding good Table, an excellent Me- 
thod of drawing Company in the Country, was: 
frequently viſited by Reverend Father Raphael; he 
came every Week, and then it was hi” Holyday 
News without End, he underſtood tne Intereſt of 
Princes, talk*d of War like a General, was a con- 
ſummate Stateſman, embelliſh'd his Stories with 
curious Particulars ; in fine, he was a rare Country 
Companion, and thought by every one fo very ex- 
traordinary, that ſooner or later he muſt certainly 
be a very great Man. 

I ſhall not pretend to draw a Picture of this ve 
nerable Perſon; all I ſhall ſay is, that his Face 
much reſembled a pale Meteor, and that his Noſe 
for Bigneſs and Sharpneſs might diſpute Precedency 
with all the Noſes in the Univerſe. 

Madame Deflival, who could not but be ſuſfi- 
cently acquainted with the Reverend Friar in ſo 
long a time, took it amiſs that Father Raphael 


ould wear fo long a Beard; ſhe. aſk'd him very. 


M 4. 


ſeriouſly, 


Defiwal's 
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ſeriouſly, if he intended to wear it much longer; 
The Capuchin, ſurpris'd at this Queſtion, as well as 


the reſt of the Company, anſwered very piouſly, 
that his Life was in the Hands of the Lord, who 


alone had a Right to diſpoſe of it.** © That is no 
* Anſwer (replied Madame Deſtiwal with an Air of | 
Uneafineſs) © I am talking of your venerable Beard, | 


and not of your Death; I aſk you in plain 


© Terms, whether you are not tired of wearing it | 
« ſo many Years, and whether you would not be | 


« glad, if any one were fo charitable as to eaſe you 

cor? ä 
The eee who was no Stranger to Madame 
agaries, trembled, as did all the Com- 


( . * MO 
pany, at ſuch a formidable Queſtion, as if what 


was going to heppen had been foreſeen : He an- 


ſwer'd, © that he hoped to preſerve it as long as 
he lived, and that he did not imagine any one 


«© would be io wickedly diſpoſed, as to make an | 
«Attempt on a Virgin Chin.“ And why not? | 
{replied Madame Deftical) © befides, where would 
* be the great Harm done, if you ſhould loſe | 


« your long Beard ? Would you be leſs what you 


are? No certainly, and I am ſurpris'd a Man of 
your good Senſe ſhould ſet your Heart on ſuch 
Father Raphael was mortified to hear | 
her ſtill harping on his Beard. What the Lady had 


4 'Trifles.? 


alledged, diverted the Company, eſpecially the 


younger ſort, who laugh'd immoderately ; but he 
thought himſe!f a Man of too much Conſequence } 


to be jeſted with: notwithſtanding, he ſtifled his 
Reſentment ; he only begg'd of Madame Defiival'to 
change the Diſcourſe, and without waiting for her 


Anſwer, began a Story of Alexander the Greats 


Moderation in regard of the Wife of Darius: But 
Madame Deflival was not to be put off ſo ; ſhe 


interrupted him, crying out, that © Alexander; 


© Beard was far inferior to his, and that before any 


* farther Mention was made of him, what ſhe had | 
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*propoſed concerning the long Beard muſt be de- 
« cided. 


loft all Patience at being interrupted on the ſcore 
of his beloved Beard. In the Name of Goodneſs, 
„Madam (cried he) let us hear no more on't, but 
permit me to proceed. * No, no (replied the 
miſchie vous Madame Deſtival wringing her Hands) 
you muſt grant me one Requeſt: You know I am 
« with Child, I long prodigiouſly, and, if I am not 
immediately ſatisfied, 1 vow the Child I go with- 
call will be born with 

„own.“ | | ” 
This Concluſion was ſo diverting as to ſet the 


Table in a Roar, and made the poor Capuchin 


bluſh up to the Ears: He was for riſing from his 
Chair, in order- by his Retreat to ſhow how much 
he was provoked ; but thoſe, who ſate next him, 


prevented it by holding him down, and telling him, . 
Ladies were allow'd to ſay what they. pleas'd, 
Mr. Deſfiival, who fate 


without giving Offence. 
all this while upon Thorns, nodded to him very 
obligingly, as much as to ſay, You know her Hu- 


mour, and ſhould not be offended. Father Ra-- 
paz] took his Seat again, hoping his Beard might 
till remain a: Beard, and that the Storm which 


threaten'd it would blow over. You make me no 
Anſwer (continued Madame Deftival, taking a 


malicious Pleaſure in tormenting the good Father, 
and the more , for that in her late Quarrel with 


her Huſband, ſhe knew the Capuchin had been one 
of the firſt in adviſing him never to- receive her 


again:) Can you be ſo cruel (ſaid ſhe): © as to re- 
„If it be 


tale me, after what I mention'd ?? 

* only to handle my Beard (replied Father Ra- 

poael } ] am willing to indulge you ſo far.“ * You 

are exceeding good, dear Father (cried Madame 

D:/tival, riſing from her Seat with great Ala- 

Gity) ©I have long'd this Hour for 1t-prodigiouſly:; 
4. 


Father Raphael, who loved to hear himſelf talk, 


ong a Beard as your. 


* * your: 
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Vith ſweet Revenge. | 
Arm's length, but ſhe ſeized the Beard as vigorouſ. 
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4 255 Complaiſance with my Deſires gives me ney 
Life.“ | i 


I can't ſay whether the tickling Thoughts of be. 
ing handled by a pretty Woman, made any Impreſ. 
fion, or not; but this is certain, the Reverend Fa. 


ther reſumed his uſual Gayety, and preſented his 


Chin with no bad Grace: The Company, tranſ. 
ported with this humorous Scene, devour'd with all 
their Eyes both the Phyſiognomy of the Capucbin, 


looking mighty modeſtly on the fair Lady as ſhe 
drew near, and her arch Countenance enliven'd 
She was no ſooner within 


ly, as if ſhe did not intend to quit her Hold on a 


ſudden. O Lord! (cried the Capuchin) * ſoftly, 


] teſeech you, Madam; you tear the Hair up 
* by the Roots: if you continue to make me gape 


, ſo wide, all the Owls about me will infallibly fly 


into my Mouth.“ 


This Piece of Capuchin Wit made the Company 


very merry, though it was eaſily diſcerned to be 
pointed at the Laughers; however, his Sarcaſm 
had this Effect, tbey no longer pitied him, but 
applauded her that. was bent upon making him 
blaſpheme. ä | 
When Madame Deflival found herſelf in Poſſeſ. 


fion of the venerable Beard, with one Hand he] 
graſped as much as ſhe could hold, and with the 
other began to nip off the longeſt Hairs, and this 


with ſo much Expedition, that Rather Raphatl, 
who imagined his whole Beard was going, criec 
out bitterly, and ſpringing up with all his Strength 


ti re v Madame Dr flival from him upon the Floor | 


Mr. Deſiival, the Counteſs, every one ran to he 


Aſſiſtar ce, took her up, and enquir'd how ſhe found 
herſelf ? She cried and roar'd, proteſting ſhe ſhould 
expire, and that nothing leſs than tearing off all 
the Beard could ſatisfy her for the cruel Treatment 


Father 


fue had received. 
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Father Raphael finding himſelf diſengaged, and - 
zpprehending the Conſequences of her Brutality, 
rery prudently took to his Heels : any one elſe 
would have done the ſame, as it was certainly the 
wiſeſt way, and the only means to eſcape farther 
Miſchief. Madame Deftival no ſooner perceived 
his Flight, but ſhe cried out againſt her Huſband, 
reproaching his want of Tenderneſs. Ir was in vain 
for Mr. Deftival to ſay he was ſorry for what had 
happen'd, that he would make his Complaints to 
the Biſhop, and ſhe ſhould be amply revenged ; ſtill 
he perſiſted in her Exclamations, ſwearing he was 
privy to what the Capuchin had done, and only 
wanted to have her diſpatched at any rate. Mon/. 
D:fival, aſtoniſhed to hear her talk. thus, expoſtu- 
ated with her on the Injuſtice and Conſequence of 
her Suſpicions : but ſhe remained inflexible ; ſhe 
row'd nothing ſhould appeaſe her, unleſs he would 
run after Father Raphael, and bring him back, or 
tear off his Beard Hair by Hair; that if he brought 
it, without leaving any behind, ſhe would believe 
he had no Hand in what had paſſed. As deſirous as 
Mr. De/iival was of obliging his Wife in the Con- 
dition ſhe was in, he could not prevail with himſelf 
torun after the Capuchin, and much leſs to propoſe 
pulling his Beard up by the Roots; it could not be 
expected, that, jealous as he ſeemed to be of that 
fatal Beard, he would ever conſent to part with it 
for all the big-bellied Women in Chriſtendom, 
Mr. Deftival concluded, that on ſuch a vexatious 
Occaſion it was beſt to retire, which he did figh- 
ng and complaining of his unhappy Lot, which 
had tied him to ſuch a wicked Woman ; he regret- 
ted his former moderate Fortune, and vow'd that 
if ever Heaven ſhould take pity of him, and ſet him 
once more at liberty, he would never be fo great 
a Fool, as to expoſe himſelf again to the like Miſ- 


fortune. | | 
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What at firſt ſeem'd only a comical Accident and 
a matter of Mirth, had like to have proy'd of very 


bad Conſequence ; Mr. Deftival being obliged to 
proſecute Father Raphael, to ſatisfy his Wife, who | 
inſiſted on having him puniſh'd, was very near be- 
ing caſt with loſs of all he was worth. The Capu- | 
| Quarter of the World made then. | 
ſelves Parties concern'd ; all the Beards, not even 
thoſe of the good old Nuns excepted, were in Com- 
motion, and appear'd in the common Cauſe. Had | 


chins in every 


not the Affair been amicably adjuſted, Deſival 


would have repented as long as he lived, the being 


an Accomplice in fo criminal an Attempt, which 


was only pardoned in Conſideration of its being al- 


ledged, that his Wife was frantick and big with 
Child, which was admitted as an Atonement for 


the Affront offer'd to the Beards of the whole 


Body. 


Her Huſband comforted himſelf with this Preſent 
from Heaven, for all his paſt Traubles. He hoped 
his Wife would have more Senſe, now ſhe. was be- 
come a Mother, and give him no farther Provoca- 
tion to curſe himſelf and her: But he was ſtill miſ⸗ 
taken, he was not yet at the end of his Miſery. 
She was no ſooner up, but nothing would ſerve 
her but being made a Marchioneſe, coſt what it 
would. She ſpoke about it to her Huſband, who 


repreſented to her very mildly, that as he had never | 
been in the Army, and his Eftate too ſmall for ſuch | 


a Title, ſhe ought not to indulge ſuch ambitious 


Thoughts. Mademolſelle Deſtiwal took no ſuch | 


Anfwers for current Coin ; ſhe replied, that Money 
would effect any thing; that ſhe brought for her 
Dowry large Sums, and ſeveral Eſtates in different 
Provinces ; that it was only ſelling all, and buying 
a Marquiſate; in a Word, that ſhe was bent upon 

| : | It, 


Some Months after Mademoiſells Deflival was 
brought to bed of a Boy, who nevertheleſs had no 
Beard, tho' the contrary had been apprehended. | 
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it, and would ſooner dye, than not have her 


ill. | 
his ſtrange Whim was occaſion'd by a young 
Gentlewoman's lately marrying a Count in thoſe 
parts, which gave her Precedency before Mademoiſelle 
Deftival 3 this giving Place was a cruel Mortifi- 
cation to her Pride, which ſuggeſted to her, that 
in order to ſurpaſs the Counteſs, ſhe muſt become 
Marchioneſs, Was not this Madneſs: with a Ven- 
eance ? | 

F Mr. Deflival acquainted her Mother with this 
piece of Folly ; ſhe agreed with the Huſband in 
condemning it, and reſolving to diſregard it. Ma- 
jemoiſelle Deflival, upon being informed of this, 


| broke out of all Bounds in order to bring her Huſ- 


band to conſent; but finding that it was all to no 
Purpoſe, ſhe ſtifled” her Reſentment, and contrived a 


Scheme to revenge herſelf on her Huſband, which 


had ended in his Deſtruction, if Fortune had not 
afited him in parying the Blow. 
Diverting his Cares one Day with Hunting, he 
met with one of his Peaſants croſſing the Foreſt. 
Upon aſking whither he was going? To carry a 
Letter to Town (anſwered the Clown) from your 
Lady, which I am to put in the Poſt, without 
(telling any Body.“ My. Deftivat was ſurpris'd at 
this, and ſuſpected ſome Myſtery in the Letter, into 
which he ought to examine. He aſk'd for the Let- 
ter, fully reſolved to take it by Force, if it was 
not ſurrendered ;- but the Simplicity of the Pea- 
ſant prevented his uſing” Violence: There it is 
Sir, (anſwered he) but beſure don't tell; ſhe gave 
me ſomething to drink; provided | went with the 
"Letter and did not acquaint you.“ I'S give you 
as much more (teplied Defival) on Condition you 
* don't let her know that I have the Letter. Go 
*toſuch a Houſe to refreſh; and then return to the 
Village; if you're aſk'd concerning your Errand, 
* lay you have done it. Take eare not to divulge 
8 « what 
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* what I have ſaid to you: if I find. you are q;c- 
b creet, and inform me when any thing of this Na- 
* ture happens again, I'll remember you, and al- 


* ways give doublewhat you have received. 
The Peaſant was ſatisfied with his Maſter, 


Generoſity, who was as much beloved for his Good. 


neſs, as his Wife was deteſted for her Malice 


This it was which procured him the Letters eaſily; 
ſo true it is, that the Eſteem we gain, often con- 
tributes to our Aſſiſtance, when we have no Reaſon 


to expect it. 


Mr. Deſti val went aſide and open'd the Letter: 


had he not Reaſon to tremble when he read as 
follows? 


Ardon, my Lord, the Liberty an alarmed Woman 
tables, in diflurbing your precious Moments, far | 
the Sake of a beloved Spouſe. I am juſt now inforn- 
ed that Mr. Deſtival, that Huſband who is jo truh 


dear to me, is on the point of leaving the Kingdom, on | 


Account of a conſiderable Employment which is offered 


him and he has accepted of. I beg you will be pleaſed 
#0 interpoſe your Authority, in order to prevent a Mi, 


fortune I can never ſurvive. One word of yours, my 


Lord, will reflore me to Life. I am perſuaded you | 


ewill not refuſe me this Favour, as well as to believe 
me with reſpect, &c. | 


Deftival concluded from this Letter, that his 


Wife's Deſign was to have him ſecured, to re- 


venge herſelf for his not complying to make her. 
a Marchioneſs ; and then during his Confinement, | 


to try all Methods of compaſſing her Deſign: 


he thought it fo baſe an Action, that he came to 
a Reſolution once for all; to this Purpoſe he 
took Poſt next Day, without acquainting any one, | 


and waited on the Miniſter of State to prevent Mil- 


chief, in ccſe ſhe ſhould take another Opportunity 
of writing to him; he laid open his Grievances, 
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begg' d his Protection, and after convincing him of 
his Deteſtation of all ſuch Projects, he ſued for a 
Separation in the Parliament, and obtained it upon 
producing the Letter; in a Word, he carried his 
Point : but, as he had been too eaſy in the Mar- 
rage Articles by acknowledging a larger Dowry 
than he really received, to give the Match a 
greater Air in the Family, for which the Coun- 
1ſt had Reaſons, and as all the Relations on the 
Father's Side thought themſelves obliged to ſup- 
port Madame Deſtival with their Intereſt, ſhe in 
her Turn ſued for a Separation of Eſtates real and 
perſonal, alledging that her Huſband was a Game- 
ter and a Spendthrift, and would ſquander away 
what belonged to her and her Son: to ſay no more, 
Intereſt carried it, Mr. Deflival was caſt, and ob- 
liged to refund all he had received at Marriage, 
and to give up his own Eſtate, to make an End 
of the Affair. He put the beſt Face on't he could, 
obtain'd a Poſt, chuſing rather to live on his Sala- 
ry, than cohabit with a Woman, who, after ſuch 
Behaviour, might ſooner or later come to Extre- 
mities with him, when ſhe thought herſelf aggriev'd, 
which was not ſeidom. 8 | 
My Mother concluded Madame d Elbieux's Hil- 
tory at this Exploit, which I was the more inclin- 
ed to believe as I had a very bad Opinion of her: 
Prejudice made me credulous, as. is uſual in ſuch. 
Cafes. = 
The Satisfaction I enjoy'd once again in my 
Mother's Converſation, was too ſenſible not to be 
prolonged as much as poſſible; in order to this, 
put her again upon the Subject of the Lord of 
their Village: as it furniſhed her with, an Occa- 
hons of expoſing him, no 'Topick could. be more 
agreeable ::; I had before diicovered in her an 
Averſion to him, and was curious to know the 
Reaſon; ſhe declared it without any Manner of He- 
litation, The Adventure is too comical, to be omit- 
8 ted «> 
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ted; if it ſhould diſpleaſe ſome Readers, it cannot 
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fail of diverting others; it is fit every one 


ſhould find ſomething to their Taſte; neither can 


the Mind always reliſh Subjects of too ſerious 3 
Nature. \ [92> 


M-. Gripart fell in Love with my Siſter, whom 


Colin had married, and who at that Time lived 
with her Huſband in my Father's Houſe : he ſent 
for my Father, and with a. View of procuring him. 
ſelf Admittance into his Houſe, enquir'd if he 


would undertake: the Care of the Caſtle-Gardens, 


as he had formerly done, when they belong'd to 
the Counteſ of N. my Godmother. My Father; 
who knew that Employment to be more advanta- 
geous than labouring in the Foreſt, and who had 
quitted it before on no other Account, than for 
want of an Opportunity of perſuing it, . eaſily 
agreed with the new Lord, and began the next 
Day to carry his Fools: from that time, he daily 


repaired thither at Five in the Morning, and con- 


tinued till Eight o'Clock at Night. | 


As ſoon as Mr. Gripart had thus ſecured Joh 


B. who was not to be jeſted with in Point of Ho- 
nour, he began his Viſits to my Father's Houle 
ander various Pretexts. 
not ſuſpected; he talked indifferently with Mother 
and Daughter; inſenſibly, however, he betrayed 


himſelf, and, as Lord of the Village, began to. 


be more free than was becoming with Co. in's Wife 


As ſhe was truly virtuous, and perceived his In- 


tentions were to induce her to prove unfaithful 


to her Huſband, ſhe anſwered him with Diſdain, 


and poſitively declared, that if he. ſhould ever 
prefume to renew his Sollicitations, ſhe would com- 


plain to. her Huſband and the Curate. Gripart, | 


who was a mere Coward, promis'd to behave him- 
ſelf with more Diſcretion for the future, and begg d 
that ſhe would not betray him; but he was too 


much enamour'd, and too fooliſh to keep YES 


At- firſt his Deſigns were 
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fe contrived a Scheme to compaſs his Deſigns 
without expoſing himſelf, the Succeſs of which did 
ot anſwer his Hopes. 

Once a Week: Colin went to a ſmall Town, 
te Name of which I cannot at preſent recolle&; 
v ſell his Corn: he uſually was abſent two Days, 
ind returned on the the third. Monfitur Gripurt 
tought this a favourable Opportunity for exe- 
ating his Deſigns, which he attempted in the fol- 
owing manner. 5 : N 

In the Evening after Colin was ſet out, he ſent a 
Peaſant to my Siſter, in her Huſband's Name, to 
etre her to come to a Farm-houſe immediately, 
hout two Leagues from the Town he deſigned for, 
where he was obliged to ſtay, having been let bloed- 
e account of a Fall he had from his Waggon, and 
that ſhe maſt go with the Corn. and fell it 
fr him. No ſooner did this i'l News reach 
ny Siſter, but ſhe inſtantly took Horſe, in Compa-- 
with the Meſſenger, whe was a Neighbour, 
brib'd by Griparit to decoy her. . 
It had been dark about two Hours, when ſhe 
reached the Place where Gripart was waiting This 
Frm-houſe was nothing but a paltry Inn, where 
Waggoners uſed often to bait, and had but one 
fare Chamber, which Gripart had taken up: he 
ws diſguiſed like a Peaſant, that, in caſe of a 
Diſappointment he might eſcape undiſeovered. He 
Invented a Story to the Miſtreſs of the-Houſe, who 
vas no Wiſer than ſhe ſhould be, that his Wife's 
conduct had been for ſome time very ſuſpicious ; 
tat, being unwilling to- believe common Report, 
eſt it might be — the effect of People's Ma- 
Ice, he was reſolved to put her to the Tryal, and 


In that view) had pretended- to go a Journey in 


der to leave her at her own Diipoſal, and had 
low ſent for her as from a Gallant, who had 
been named to him. Now, ſays Gripart to the 
Hoſteſs, if ſhe comes, it will be a Proof of her 

In- 
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Infidelity to me, and if ſhe refuſes, I know what If Nigh 
to ſay when People come with the like Stories tert Mo 
again. 5 5 The 

The Hoſteſs approved mightily of his Stratagem Ml jc Hor 
and upon his acquainting her, that if his Wife je next 

came, and he ſhould diſcover himſelf, as he propos di jaited fe 

to do, ſhe might poſſibly cry out for fear of being de Nec 
beat, which he aſſured her was not his Deſign; the Gripa; 
good Woman promiſed, that neither ſhe nor her iger ce 

Daughter would meddle or make; that ſhe knew window 

very well, that between the Bark and the Tree tj; Hea 

one muſt not thruſt one's Finger; he might there jt obſe 
fore make himſelf eaſy, happen what would, ſhe Waggon 
was not againſt his bringing his Wife back to her te migh 

* „ el the Hou 

Theſe Precautions being taken, Gripart thought Project. 
the Time long till my Siſter came. He did not In th 
doubt the Succeſs of his Deſign; but forgot that vs ver 

Heaven does not favour Wickedneſs, often ſending conceale 

Difappointments, not to be foreſeen nor prevent ll poſſil 

ed. We have here a convincing Proof of it, which Man we 

gave a very different turn to the Affair, than what tered th 
was expectec. 1 0 nrit o74 ſhe, ex] 

Colin ſtopp'd to refreſh at an Alehouſe ſome Di about | 

ſtance from the Town, and there met with the (aid ſhe 

Commillaries employed in furniſhing a Magazine 92 Fal 
for the Army. As they are always upon the Coin 

Watch for the Corn-Waggons in order to get bet he mea 

ter Pennyworths, they propoſed making a Bargain ſur pri 

with Colin for his Wheat, and ſave him going intq ] What 
the Town. Colin, Who was willing to diſpatch hi mean 

Buſineſs, told them, that at the Market Price it ny fiſte 

ſhould. be a Bargain. The Corn appeared ſo good Ml © imag 

that the Commiſſariesafter ſtanding a litt e, agreed Wag 
to give him his Price, paid down the Money, and and 
the Wheat was unloaded on the Spot where they Vine 
kept their Magazine; after drinking together here, 

Calin, inſtead of going any farther, returned home les that 

wards, deſigning to bait by the Way, and ſo travel going 

axial . ef, 


. 
Il Night, that he might reach his own Village the 
next Morning. 1 at Rm $51 N 

The Fellow who drove the Waggon, told him 


V What 
Stories! 


tagem ne Horſes were ſo tired, that they muſt bait at 
Wife the next Inn; this was the Honſe where Gripare- 
ropos' dM paited for my Sifter. Colin, who was perſuaded of 
being ige Neceſſity for it, gave his Conſennt. 
n; the Gripart, who counted every Minute till my 
or her ster came, and heard the Horſes ſtop, ſhut the 


e knew 
Tree 
there- 
Id, {he 
to her 


Window again when he found himſelf miſtaken. As 
lis Head run on nothing but Gallantry, he did 


Waggon and put into the Stable; from whence 
he might have concluded, that the Men were in 
Wie Houſe, and poſſibly might be a hindrance to his 
hought project. 7 H on A 
1d not In the mean time, my Siſter, whoſe Uneaſineſs 
ot that vs very great, and who imagined the Meſſenger 


ending concealed the» Danger her Huſband was in, made 


event: ill poſſible Haſte to come to him. Colin and his 
which Man were drinking by the Fire-fide when ſhe en- 


n what tered the Inn; he was ſurpriſed to fee her. But 


ſhe, expecting to find him there, "threw herſelf 
me Di. about his Neck: | How do you find yourſelf ? 
th thei (aid ſhe) * you ought to keep your Bed after ſuch 
gazine a Fall, and not fit drinking here.“ ee 
on the Colin ſtared at this, not comprehending what 
et bet fie meant: Faith, Wife (ſaid he) I am as much 


argain © ſurpriſed at what = ſay, as at ſeeing you here: 
ng intq What has brought you hither ? What do you 
tch hig mean by the Fall you talk of? © Nay, nay (cried 
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good 
agreed 
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my ſiſter) * this is a fine Jeſt indeed; why, do you 
imagine I only dreamt of your Fall from the 
„Waggon, and that you was very much bruiſed, 
* and ſent for me hither ? It's well John Bibart the 
* Vine-drefſer, who came for me in your Name, is 
* here, and” —— My Siſter, who thought nothing 


poing to call him for a Witneſs, "= 
1 : Ut. 


1. * 
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bout for him; but my Gentleman, upon perceiy. 
ing the Huſband, eafily gueſs'd, he might poſſibly 


make but a bad Market there, and very filently | 


made off, to take care of one. Colin, as much x 
Clown as he was, judged. there was ſome Myſtery 
at the Bottom of all this; he took his Wife aſide, 


to make ſome Diſcovery; but ſhe knew no more 
than her Huſband, and could only inform him what | 
had brought her there, aſſuring him ſhe had no 
other Deſign, and as to any thing elſe, was as igno- | 


rant as himſelf. 


My Siſter was handſome, Co in ſond of her, and 


a little jealous ; he could not be fatisfied. There 
muſt be ſome Snake in the Graſs, ſaid he to his Wife; 


all this Contriv:nce was never intended for nothing: 
take no Notice, but fit down. there, I'll go drink 


with our Man, as if I did not know you: nobody 


has ſeen us diſcourſe together, but Neighbour Bibart, 
who can make no Diſcoveries; ſo, mum is your 
Cue, the Murder will out. Colin was no Fool, his 


Plot ſucceedet. | 


* Gripart, who was fallen afleep in waiting for my | 


Siſter,. never heard her arrive; his Uneaſineſs made 
Him wake and look out of Window: but all being 


quiet, and finding by his Watch it grew late, he | 
began to think my Siſter had not ſwallowed the | 
Bait, and that he muſt take his Labour for his 


Pains. Be that as it will, he reſolved to go to Bed, 
being tired with waiting. to. no purpoſe, and call 


to have his. Bed made ready. The Maid, who had | 
been aſleep in a Chair, hearing the Noiſe, went 


through the Room, where my Siſter was, to know 
what Gripart wanted. Is nobody come? (cried 


he) “ you know. who. I: wait for, Ves, yes | 
(anſwered the Maid): © our Miſtreſs: has told the 
© Hoſtler and me privately, and has inſtructed me 


© how to behave : I can't tell for certain whether 
the Woman below is the Perſon, but ſhe is all alone, 
though there are Waggoners drinking in another 


6 Corner. 
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Corner. Is ſhe handſome? (replied Gripart 
very eagerly :) ** Did ſhe come on Horſeback with 
« à Peaſant?” The Maid having anſwered theſe 
Queſtions in the Affirmative, Gripart bid her go 
down and fend the Woman up, but without any 


Light. * It ſhall be done (replied the Maid) © but, | | 


don't be too ſevere, all is not Goſpel which every 
© one ſays.” Gripart, whoſe Impatience was work'd 
up to the higheſt pitch, promiſed to behave like a 
tender Huſband. 'The Maid commended his Mode- 
ration, and went to acquaint my Sifter in her Ear to 
go up, and that . the Perſon ſhe knew of, was 


above. 7 


My Siſter, who had agreed with her Huſband 


to take any Hint that was given her, tipp'd him 
the Wink and followed the Maid. Calin, as ſoon 
as he thought her at the Top of the Stairs, took 
2 Light and followed her, accompanied by his 
Man, each of them arm'd with a good Cudgel. 
Cripart, who imagined himſelf on the point of 
gratifying his Paſhon, and ſtood with open Arms 
to receive his dear Adorable, fcream'd out at the 
Sight of her Huſband, and endeavoured to make 
his Eſcape. Colin, who knew him notwithſtanding 
his Diſguiſe, but took care not to diſcover it, to- 
gether with his Man, belabour'd him very heartily, 
pretending to take him for one of their Equals, 
and crying out, What, Mr. Clown, is this your 
Way of keeping the Commanments ? It was in 
main for Gripart to ſue for Mercy on his Knees, 
he was rib-roaſted according to his Merits, nor did 
they deſiſt, till they thought they had left him 
bor den ˙ im ad. ele 2% 
This was the Account my Mother gave me of 
the Lord of their Village. She added, that this 
Adventure had done him ſome Good, and that 
he behaved ſince that Time with more Moderation. 
Notwithſtanding every one is on their Guard; and 


it was upon Account of his Curioſity concerning 


you, 


DE. as 
Jou, ſaid ſhe, that I have given you his Cha. beam wi 
racter. I thanked my Mother for her good Ad. yould or 
vice, and reſolved to follow it, that J might z. In a v 
void giving a Man, I already knew but too well easy for 
any Opportunity of tormenting me afreſh : I had Quarre! 
Vexations enough, not to ſeek new ones; and dip, anc 
could not behave with too much Caution: the gave me 
very Thoughts of the old Margue/5 made me trem- lub in n 
ble, and any one will believe it was not with. W Neve! 
out Reaſon. | Sl A = made nc 
The next Day I received the Goods which M thought 
Melicourt ſent me; and in the Evening an Expreſs N vere. 
arrived from him, to caution me to be on my «ther Mc 
Guard, and to ſee as little Company as poſſible. an Air © 
He informed me, the Marqueſs was outrageous not expr 
on the Receipt of my Letter; that he had diſ- valued ! 
patched ſo many People after me, as muſt cer-M was in 
tainly find me out, and then he would make me I vhen t! 
_ repent the little Regard I had ſhown him, after MW vas not] 
what he had done for me. Melicourt added, that i Barbe 
the old Marqueſs had endeavoured to win him, what Pe 
and learn from him where I was; that unleſs we MI talking « 
hac. contrived a Letter written to himſelf, and in MI fie ſaid, 
the ſame Nature with that to the old Nobleman, ne like 
he declared he ſhould have been much perplex- whom 
ed; he was even obliged to diſſemble, and con- [ never 
demn my Conduct, to avoid being ſuſpected; that WM «iels'd ; 
this Feint had gained his Confidence; he ſeemed WM vas a re 
inclined, according to what he added, to write to tended, 
his Son in order to find me out, imagining he vince hi 
muſt be privy to my Deſigns, and the Obſtacle WE fore I w 
to his Happineſs. in n FS uns on 
As to the Toilette, he informed me, that the [ reſe 
Marqueſs, notwithſtanding his Anger, was con- dels ev: 
cern'd I had not taken it with me, ſaying,- he dy theſ 
was very unhappy to be ſo little known to me: and dif 
that he would not hear of ſelling my Effects, to >trengt! 
make up the Money he had beſtowed on me, and never 
added, that ſince it was not — to ed, to 
| „ earn 


* 
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am where I was, and to ſend them to me, he 
would order them to be ſecured for m. 
In a word, from what Melicourt wrote, it was 
eaſy for me to conclude, that the old Marqueſs's 
Quarrel was only grounded on my giving him the 
dip, and that his Paſſion was ftill the ſame : this 
zwe me great Uneaſineſs; it was à conſiderable 
Rub in my Way ROTOR DID 3-28 167 208 
Nevertheleſs, the little Furniture waich came, 
made no ſmall Noiſe in the Village, and were 
thought much more conſiderable than they really 
were. It conſiſted of Plate, Clothes, Linen, and 
other Moveables in an elegant Taſte, and which had 
an Air of Grandeur. My Father and Mother could 
not expreſs their Admiration; and my Aunt, who 
ralued herſelf on the Honour ſhe imagined there 
was in belonging to me, told the Neighbours, 
| when they were talking of theſe Things, that this 
was nothing to what I had at Paris. 
that Barbara, of whom I enquired from time to time 
him, what People ſaid of me, very ſincerely told me, that 
s we tilking one Evening with my Mother about me, 
id in MI fie faid, the more ſhe ſaw me, the more ſhe thought 
man, ne like that Daughter I had heard mentioned, of 
plex- whom they could learn no Tydings ; but, that 
con- WM | never reſembled her ſo well as when I was un- 
that Wl dreſs'd; and that upon my Father's ſaying there 
emed was a remote Likeneſs, but far from what ſhe pre- 
ite to i tended, my Mother had replied, ſhe would con- 
g he MW vince him, by bringing him into my Chamber be- 
ſtacle MF fore I was up, or when in a Night-cap, as J often 
was on Account of the Heat. {alk HLOAS 
t the | reſolved to make a right Uſe of this Hint, and 
con- dreſs every Morning, as I us'd to do at Naris, that 
„ he 27 theſe Means I might be more unlike myſelf, 
me: ard diſſipate ſuch Notions, left they ſhould gather 
s, to Strength, and make too deep an Impreſſion. Tho? 
and | never had uſed Paint before, I employed ſome 
m to Red, to diminiſh alittle of my Paleneſs, or Com- 
. plexion, 
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plexion, call it which you pleaſe, which brought me to | 
me too near that fatal Likeneſs: this Expedien i yas, th 
had its defired Effect; in four Days the ReſenM abliged 
blance, which had given me ſo much Uneaſineß WM This mc 
was entirely forgot. | | which p 
The Sunday following I went to Maſs : Bara I wa: 
had acquainted me that every one would be there M fer th 
and that as I did not ſtir out, all the Neighbour had not 
who had heard of me, would certainly be at well dre 
Church, to ſee me, and know whether I really deW take fuc 
ſerved all-that had been ſaid of me. but ima 
Could I have diſpenſed with myſelf from hear coming 
ing Maſs,'I ſhould have certainly done it; I ap. ics, pr 
prehended the Effects of Chance, and not with ſited in 
-out Reaſon, as the Reader may remember. I had Lord as 
laid it down as a Rule, to take ſo much Care, and MW hear) wi 
out of a ſeeming Modeſty, to cover my Face ſ The! 
much, that it was impoſſible to have a full View of to put 
me ; beſides, I put on a rich Gown, for the fined fllow'd 
my Dreſs, the leſs I was liable to be ſuſpected, ini without 
caſe any one ſhould take ſuch Notions into thei id fror 
Head. . 2 He at 


What Barbara had foretold, was fully accom imagine 
pliſhed; the Church was crouded not only with thalffl dle was 
Pariſhioners, but like$iſc with a great number of to him, 
Strangers. I went up do the Benches for the WoW lity wer 
men, which immediately were left out of reſpedi them ; 
by thoſe who were already there; I would not ſuf i and mac 
fer this, but obliged them to take their Places] Wher 
This Behaviour, which was certainly right in me offer'd ! 
drew the Regards and Praiſes of many; and to be ex 
could hear them ſay, that I was no leſs courteouF it would 
than fair. What cannot Prejudice effect! ſhall the Foot. 
Difference of Dreſs make an Alteration in point oF * nour ti 
Merit and Eſtee m? - cout, y 
Maſs was going to begin, and I was on my of the 


Knees to hear it and ſay my Prayers, when all afford 
Church- warden came in M. Gripart's Name toinvitoy civilly f 
'* excep 


me to his Chapel, and tell me, he would not ſuffe 


me VO L 


* 
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me to be ſo inconveniently placed. My Anſwer 
was, that my Situation was very well, and I was 
obliged to him for his Civility, but ſhould ſtay there. 
This modeſt Refu ar gain'd me ſtill more Prailes, 
which put me to the Bluſh. | 

] was in hopes to have remain'd unmoleſted 
ofter this firſt Embaſſy from Mr. Gripart, which 
had nothing extraordinary in it; ſeeing a Woman 
well dreſs'd in the Crowd, it was natural for him to 
take ſuch an Opportunity of ſhowing his Breeding, 
but imagining my Refuſal proceeded from his not 
coming in Perſon,. he approach'd to make his Ex- 
(uſes, preſented his Hand, and proteſted, that if I per- 
ited in refuſing to comply with his Requeſt, he, 
Lord as he was (which he took care to make me 
hear) would kneel down on the Pavement by me. 

The Murmur which enſued, made me judge that, 
to put an End it, I ought to comply; I roſe and 
follow'd him into his Chapel, -where I heard Maſs 
without making any Aniwer to the fine Ms he 
{id from Time to Time. | 

He acquitted himſelf very politely, as one may 
imagine, in doing the Honours of the Place ; the Bea- 
dle was reprimanded for offering the bleſt Bread firſt 
to him, and was told, that when Ladies of my Qua- 
lity were preſent, the Compliment muſt be paid to 
them; I receiv'd it with Reſerve from his Hands, 
and made a ſhort Acknowledgment. * 

When Maſs was done, the gallant Mi. Gripart 
offer'd his Coach to carry me home; but I defir'd 
to be excus'd. As it was but a ſtep to my Father's, 
it would have been ridiculous not to have gone on 
Foot. At leaſt (ſaid he) you wil! do me the Ho- 

© nour to ſee the Caſtle: the Gardens arg. well laid 

' out, your Landlord was the Contriver : the Girls 
of the Village dance in the Avenue, and may 

afford you ſome Amuſement.” J thank'd him very 
cvilly for his obliging Propoſal, and told him, that 
* except Church, I went no Where.“ The Curate, 
Vol, .. N 1 WhO 


— — —— 
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who join'dus while we were talking, occaſion'd.C.;. WM nore th 
part's getting into his Coach and driving off: I gueſl. Village, 
ed there was ſome Miſunderſtanding between them, WM dicover 
and ſo it prov'd; the Adventure I mention'd, creat- rigorous 
ed a Shyneſs; it had reach'd the Curate's Ears, Wl had giv 
whoſe Vigilance and ftrit Diſcipline made him ob. poſitive] 
ſerve very little Ceremony with his Betters, when Wl puilty c 
their Morals threaten'd the Welfare of his Flock, W he coule 
It were to be wiſh'd all the Cloth behav'd like him, ¶ ler Tru 
it would be a Check upon the Hy ones; Virtue Min my A 
ever creates Reſpect and Awe. ſuit; it 
My Father and Mother, who, as 1 have ſaid, nyited 1 

_ valued themſelves in having me for a Lodger, were Wl Dinner. 
ſtanding by me when the Curate approach'd: he it m 
paid his Compliments to me, and ſaid, he was I Enquirie 
much edihed with my Behaviour in Time of divine Ine after 
Service; that he had been inform*d of it, and thought Mr. de 
himſelf happy in the Acquiſition of ſo pious a Service 


Pariſhioner. I anſwer'd in a polite Manner, little M* lately d 
thinking what was to follow. He invited me with tiful W 
an eaſy Air which was not diſpleaſing, to dine with W' hive of 
him in Company with my Landlord and Landlady ; dow.“ 
telling me in order to prevail, that his Niece deſired Nerpecting 
ſo much to be acquainted with me upon hearing of Wliitory ; 
my Way of Life, that ſhe would give him no Reſt Idle Thing 
till he had effected it. My Father and Mother, Favour 
who were doubtleſs in the Plot, ſeconded his Re- Spouſe, 
"me inte 


queſt ; and he behay*d ſo handſomely, that notwith- 
ſtanding my former Reſolutions, I was obliged to for thr 
comply : The Curate appear'd highly fatished, “ myſelf ; 
and the more ſo, as I had refus'd the ſame Favour W* lion of 
to the Lord of the Manour : We arriv'd at his the Wo 
Houſe, talking of indifferent Matters; his Niece, MW* could nc 
who was about twenty five, and rather agreeable W This ag 
than handſome, receiv'd me with a very engaging kd, whe! 
Politeneſs. Carate w. 


The Curate, the ſame Perſon who was mention'd ne many , 
in the Beginning of theſe Memoirs, had Parts, and I Diſcourſe, 


was well enough educated ; but, his Curioſity was he ſorrow 
more 


. Ts 
more than feminine. I was ſcarce arriv'd at the 
Village, when he tried all poſſible Methods of 
liſcovering who I was. Barbara underwent a 
rigorous Examination, but he loſt his Labour. I 
had given her a Caution, and expreſs'd myſelf fo 
oſitively, with Threats of parting if ever ſhe was 
nilty of the leaſt Indiſcretion of that kind, that 
he could not be prevail'd on by any Means to betray 
her Truſt. The leſs Light the Curate could gain 
in my Affairs, the more eager he was in his Per- 
ſuit; it was in this View ſure enough that he 
nyited me, as L eaſily diſcover'd at the End of 
Dinner. | 

it muſt be allow'd he was very artful in his 
Enquiries. © I knew formerly, Madam, (faid he to 
ne after diſcourſing on indifferent Subjects) one 
Mr. de Mainwille, a Man of Diſtinction in the Sea- 
Service, and famous for his Exploits: he is but 


lately dead: as I have heard, he married a beau- 
' tiful Wife, and your Name agreeing with his, I 


have often thought you may poſſibly be his Wi- 
dow.“ Saying this, the Curate waited my Anſwer, 
expecting I ſhould give him ſome Light into my 
Hittory 3 but, I was as cunning as he; I took 


the Thing: My Anſwer was, that IT a{k'd it asa 


* Favour that he would never mention to me a 
* Spouſe, whoſe Memory when reviv'd, always threw 
"me into a Fit of Melancholy, which often laſted 
„for three Months, making me inſupportable to 
© myſelf and every one elſe ; that the Apprehen- 
"fon of ſuch Diſcourſe made me live retir'd from 
"the World; that I was ſenſible of my Folly, but 
could not conquer it.” ' _ 8 b 

This agreed ſo well with what my Aunt had 


kad, when ſhe was queſtion'd about me, that the 


Curate was ſorry for his Indiſcretion, and made 


ne many Apologies; he endeavour'd to change the 


Diſcourie, but J appear'd ſo dejected, and play'd 
tie ſorrowful Widow ſo much to the Life, that 
| N 2 he 


{ 
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d the ny Confident. When we chanced to meet, I be- 


lutely 1 0 with great Politeneſs, but that was all. 

erwile Next Day his Niece return'd my Viſit : As ſhe 
led ty ſeem'd much upon the reſerve and very diſcreet, I 

'y Re. received her very courteauſly. Soon after, I invited | 
erially WY zer and her Uncle to Dinner; thus being out of 
Made their Debt, I elnded, under various Pretexts, any 
1 all, WY erther Meetings. "Pwas evident I did not care for 
Company : my Way of Life, as well as my Perſon, 


d Ad. „as no longer a Novelty; in a ſhort Time, my Name 

not as as ſeldom mention'd. | 8 

wes, | had been near a Month at my Father's without 
a. 


hearing of the Marqueſs; this had thrown me into 
lother n Uneaſineſs which was frequently attended with 
Mete Tears, when one Morning my Mother acquainted 
neſs ty me, that a Man jaſt alighted from Horſeback de- 
tunit fred to ſpeak with me, ſaying, he had Letters to 
ected; deliver. I ſhook at hearing this, concluding he 
ce of A came from my Lover; my Heart told me I was Wil 
iter I rot miſtaken : I defired he might be brought to 


Bi! !Y 

re me, and retired to a Cloſet next the Garden in vi 

, ng order not to be interrupted, but to be at Liberty | | 

1 with to talk with the Courier, in caſe he ſhould. have 14 
| 


any thing to ſay. He immediately enter'd, ſee- | | i 
ng it was not Dubois, as I expected, I receiy'd 
his Packet, without obſerving any thing particu- 


grave 
ir, de 


a. lar but a large Plaiſter on his Forehead, which, | | | 
no it was no very agreeable Sight, made me look - Mi! 
another Way. © You may go and reſt yourſelf 1 
Pretoſ © at the Alehouſe (ſaid I to the Man, giving him = 


a Crown) © and I'll ſend for you when there is Oc- I! 
« cafion. I believe it unneceſſary (added I) to cau- W | 
tion you againſt ſaying any thing; the Perſon you 
come from, to be ſure, has inſtructed you how 
to 3 1 Courier only made a Bow and = ||! 
retire | 
I open'd the Packet, the Moment he left me 3 
my Surpriſe was very great when I found but this | 
one Line in the Margueſi's Hand; The Contine will bot 
| 
| 


I rold 
for his 
hurch 
>ment] 
1d no 
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ll you the ret. Alas! cried I, what means thi; 
Where is this Courier? Why did he go, if he ha 
any thing to ſay to me? I was juſt running out 
of the Room to call him back, not comprehending 
the Myſtery, when I found him before me on his 
Knees : © What do I fee! (cried I a ſecond Time, 
throwing my ſelf about the Neck of this lovely 
Courier) Is it you, my dear Marques? I could 


ſay no more; ſo dear and unexpected a Sight over. 
came me; | was near ſwooning away with Exceſs 


of Joy. 5 
The Margucſi was concern'd for having thus ſur- 
pris'd me; he beg'd a thouſand Pardons : but, alas! 


there was lo. Occaſion for it. I obliged him to 


fit down, and made an endearing Apology in my 
turn for not knowing him. 1 could not forbear 
laughing, when FT reflected on the Reception I had 


go him; he laugh'd very heartily, and mimick'd, 


tho he could ſcarce contain himſelf, the grave Air 
with which I gave him the Crown to ſpend at the 


Alehouſe. But, Raillery apart (ſaid J) let them 


think what they will, Pl order ſomething to be 


brought that you may refreſh, of which you muſt 


certainly ſtand in need.“ 


In reality, the Marqueſs was ſo ſpent, that he 


accepted of my Offer; he told me, I need be un- 


der no Apprehenſions for Appearances, he having 
given himſelf out for my Brother when he came to 


the Houſe; and that as to his Servants who were at 


the publick Houſe, they were ſo lately hired, that it 
© could not be diſcover'd who they belong'd to. I was 
charm'd with the Margue/5's Prudence: I had ſo 


many Things to mention in my Letter, that ] forgot 
fo remind him, he had been formerly ſeen at the Vil 


lage, and might poſſibly be known, and. therefore 


ought to be on his guard. But his good Senſe ſup- 
plied my Deficiency ; and, as every thing was fafe, 
indulged the Pleaſure ariſing from the Sight of ſo 


dear and worthy a Lover, 


The 
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The Notfon that the Plaiſter he had on his Fore- 
head, was only an Artifice for diſguiſing himſelf, pre- 
rented my enquiring any thing concerning it; but, 
preſently recollecting the Wound, Which had given 
ne ſuch Uneaſineſfs, 1 aſk*'d if it was heaPd ? © My Sur- 
geon {till attends me (anſwer'd he) and dreſſes it eve- 
ry Day, but ] am aſſur'd the Danger is over. How! 
cried] alarm'd at what I heard) you are not per- 
« fetly recover'd, and venture to ride Poſt? Certain- 
«ly, my Lord, you are bent on deſtroying your Life, 
« and killing me with Griet!” * Make yourſelf eaſy, 
my charming Femny (replied the dear Man, judging 
of the Exceſs of my Paſſion by my Uneaſinefs) I find 
myſelf exceeding well within theſe few Days; and 
the delightful Pleaſure of beholding you will com- 
' plete my Recovery. Be perſuaded, that if I had 
been any longer debarr*d ſeeing ſuch a lovely Ob- 
ject, I muſt have ſunk under it. My Valet de 
Chambre, who plainly ſaw that Abſence from you 
was the only Obſtacle to my Recovery, fart pro- 

© pos'd the Journey: Neither did I ride Poſt, as you 
* imagin'd, but, came in my Chaiſe, which is very 
' eaſy, and with my own Horſes. That the Journey 
* was neceſſary for aſſiſting the Cure, was evident 
from the Benefit J immediately receiv'd, and the Ef- 
fect it had on my Wound. I am convinced, that 
in eight Days more, there will be nothing remain- 
ing but the Scar: and if you will ſaffer me to ſtay ſa 
long in the Village, you ſhall ſee the Experiment, 
Give me your Conſent, my deareſt Miſtreſs, (added 


this amiable Lover ;) © by ſo endearing a Condeſcen- 
„ſion, I ſhall be amply rewarded for all I have ſuf- 


* fer'd ſince our parting; After ſo tedious a Sacrifice 


"to Duty, may not Love demand ſome Regard?” 


Alas] what could I object againſt fuch con- 


rincing Proofs of his Tenderneſs? Thus far I had 
lived in perpetual Alarms, certainly I might be 
allow'd ſome ſmall Reſpite. 
acquainted with -the ſtrict 


Had I been leſs 
robity of my worthy 


* 
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Admirer, perhaps I ſhould not have agreed to ſo 
long a Stay; but the Confidence I repos'd in his Dif. 
cretion, took off all the Difficulty. ** You have de. 
„ clar'd yourſelf my Brother (replied J) and, as ſuch, 
you may continue here; I have experienced your 
Love and your Virtue, and accept of the precious 
„Moments you offer, being perſuaded ] ſhall never 


have the leaft Reaſon to repent it.. Is there any | 


* Room for a Doubt on this Occaſion ? (cried my 


Lover tenderly kiſſing my Hand.) Can you think J 
forget what is due to you ? Ah! Jenny, the Let- 


ter I wrote to thank you for the Money you ſent, 
© ought to convince you how ſenſible 1 am of the 
«© Delicacy of your Behaviour; that Moment, had 
been able, I would have flown hither to ſhow my 


_ © Gratitude, and, had it been practicable; I would | 


not have contented myſelf with Words, I would 
not have truſted to fair Proteſtations and-vain Let- 
* ters, which ſpeak the Mind only by halves ; but, 
the Greenneſs of my Wound ——— Hold, my 


« Lord, (cried I, much perplex'd at what I heard} | 


% ſuppreſs an Acknowledgment which is no Ways 


© due to one, who muſt be ever indebted to you; 


but, ſatisfy. me about this Letter, which you ſay 
you wrote, and I never receiv'd.”* He is this! 
(replied the Marqueſs with ſome Emotion) did not 
© a Servant of mine, whom I ſent Poſt, deliver to 
you a Packet, with a Picture enclos'd e No! 
(cried I ſtill more alarm' d) your Servant has be- 
« tray'd you; for Melicourt I know is too exad not 
** to have forwarded every thing that was directed to 
* my Lodging.“ It was directed to him, that com- 
* mon Friend to us both (replied the Margueſ : } 


There I ſent it, in order that your Place of Retreat 
might remain a Secret; and what you tell me, ſur- 
« priles as much as it alarms me. Let me ſend for my 
* Valet de Chambre, that he may ſet out inſtantly for 
the Army: the Servant I ſpeak of is employ'd in 


conducting my Baggage, he ſhall be nn 
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that I may know what he has done with my Let- 
« ter ; there is ſome Myſtery in this Affair, which I 
don't comprehend. I remember, I was ſurpris'd 
« that M. de Melicourt ſent back my Expreſs without 
« a ſingle Line; and particularly what the Fellow ſaid 
« on that Subject, that Melicourt, when he receiv'd 
(the Packet, was juſt going a Journey, and told 
him he would write to me by the Poſt at his Re- 
«turn. I was in daily ExpeRation of hearing from 
«him, and the Diſappointment of a Letter, join'd 
to the Deſire of ſeeing you, haſten'd my Journey, 
This Affair is of too great Conſequence to be 
eneglected. — 328 fk 
Far from diſapproving the Margueſs's Propoial, 
 advis'd him to ſend another Expreſs to Melicourt, 
to defire he would enquire at the Houſe where I 
had lodged, if any ſuch Packet had been left 
there. My Lover approv'd of it, telling me to 
write a Note, and it ſhould ſoon be deliver'd. As TI 
diſcover'd ſome Apprehenſions concerning his At- 
tendants, he made me eaſy, by informing me, that 
they were ſuch as might be truſted; adding, that 
he would not bring his Favourite Dubois, leit, having 
a remarkable Face, he ſhould be known in the Vil- 
lage, where he had convers'd much when he us'd 
to be there, and, that he might not bo out of 
Place, he waited on Sr. Fal, who wanted ſuch a 
Servant. This Name made me bluſb, when TI 
rellected on my Ingratitude to ſo good a Friend. 
[ never thought of enquiring, after him, taken up 
as [ was with the Pleaſure of ſeeing the Marqueſs 


agiin, and the Concern occaſion'd by the Lois of 


tie Letter. I acknowledged my Injuſtice, fraukly 
owning to my Lover the real Cauſe :- ut he con- 
{i'd himſelf greatly obliged to me for it. He add- 
ed, that his Kinſman would ſhortly be exchanged 
and regain his Liberty. When the Margueſs had 
diſpatch'd his Expreſſes, I defire4 Dinner to be 
brought up. It happen'd very luck. I/ that the 
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E 
Soup was good, and I obliged him to eat heartily, 1 
would not ſuffer him to talk of any thing that might 
make him uneaſy, and always interrupted him 
when he mention'd the old Margue/s, He was groyn 
ſo pale, and was ſo much alter'd, that it drew Tear; 


from me: his Wound, or rather the great. Patch | 
upon it, cover'd one Eyebrow, and gave him an | 
Air that was particular, but not diſagreeable, as it 
Thad 
not as yet ſeen him with his Hat on, but his Wound 
obliging him not to be long uncover'd, his Look be- 
ſpoke a certain Boldneſs that charm'd me even to 
He ſmiled upon me from Time to 


had an Aſſurance which takes with Women. 


Admiration. 
Time, as I would not ſuffer him to ſpeak, and his 


Smiles had their peculiar Graces. 


than any Fear; for, when he happen'd to ſurprize 
me, I was not ſorry. 
T ſhould tell a Lye in denying it, which ] think more 


blameable. than to indulge a virtuous Lover in ſo in- 


nocent a Way. I bar all Commentaries ;. ſo, no 
more of that. | 


My Lover was too dear to me, not to think of his 


| Repoſe. We had no ſooner dined but 1 inſiſted upon 


his going to lye down, proteſting I would not fee | 


him again till. Supper-time. He begg'd hard for one 


Hour; but I was inexorable, and told him, I would 
ſend Barbara to the Inn that I might be ſatisfied he | 
complied with what I requir'd, Theſe.little Regards 
charm'd him, and he declar'd at taking his Leave, | 


that he was convinced he only now began to live. 
When alone, I indulged myſelf in the moſt agree- 
able Reflexions. 


ed the Margueſs was to me, by what he had done; 
it was a convincing Proof of the Solidity of his Pal- 
ſion, and could not forbear pleaſing myſelf with the 
Conſequences which might naturally be expected 
from it. Had it not been for the Letter which was 


either intercepted or lolt, my Joy would. have been 
| com- 


When he offer'd 
ſometimes to kiſs my Hand, I pulled it away; but, 
in Truth it was more out of a Habit of Reſervedneſs, 


Why ſhould I not own it? 


I was ſatisfied how greatly attach- | 
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compleat ; but, as I had hitherto experienced ſo 
many Croſſes, I might reaſonably dread ſome Storm 
wou'd follow. Ihis Notion no ſooner g ind 
Ground, but it inſenſibly diſſipated the Motions of 
Satisfaction to which I hadabandon'd myſelf. The 
impetuous Love of the old Marqueſs put the finiſn- 
ing Stroke to my Diſquiet, and after various Reflex- 
ions on all theſe things, 1 began to find I was ſtill 
at a great Diſtance from my wiſh'd- for Point, and 
with which I had too eaſily flattered myſelf. | 
My Head was full of all this, when I heard a 
Coach and ſeveral Horſes ſtop at the Door. I was 
fighten'd : Heavens ! cried I to myſelf, can I be ſo 
unfortunate that the old Marqueſs ſhould have diſ⸗- 
cover'd where | am, and is come to reprimand me! 
or perhaps ſome of the young Margueſs's Servants 
have informed his Father, that he is come here to ſee 
me! 1 trembled : ſuch an Equipage, ſtopping at the 
Door, could regard nobody but myſelf, as it was im- 
poſſible for any one elſe there to have ſuch Viſitants. 
Barbara,who came and informed me of a beautiful 
young Lady, as ſhe expreſs'd it, diſſipated my Fears. 
But, what Joy; when ſhe entered and I knew her! 
« Js it you, my dear” wo Agnes? (cried I embracing 
her.) How much am obliged 10 you for thus re- 
* membering me!” This Ks Friend ſhow'd, how 
dear I was to her by her affectionate Embraces.; 
© You are at Liberty, (cried I after we were ſeated, - 
and our firſt Tranſports ſomething abated :) “] ſee 
an End of your Troubles {continued 11 am over- 
* joy'd.”? * Heaven has at laſt removed the Obſta- 

"cles (replied this lovely Friend) which obſtructed 
my Happineſs. But had not a ſevere Sickneſs - 


“brought my Father to Death's Door, I doubt whe- 


ther or no, in ſpite of all Melicourt s Hopes, I ſhould * 
ever have broke through my cruel Bonds; - freſh 
5 ' Obttacles, which they took care to inform me of 
in the Convent, to puniſh me, I ſuppoſe, for be- 
ing fo defirous of Jeav: ing it, threatened me with 


6 * being, 
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being a Priſoner 'for Life; I even gathered x 
much from my Huſband's Letter. In vain did he 
pretend to give me Hopes, I diſcover'd a Confu- 


6 fer ſo 
6 
: : fion in his Stile, which overturned all he could a: 


her E 
Was fe 
true | 
i Day 
ters 
* purc 
court to 
great . 
compaſ 
: what L 

noiſelle 
* claration, fign'd by proper Witneſſes, acknow- was na 
© ledging he had forced me, knowing I was mar- and ſaic 


ledge to comfort me: but Heaven, doubtleſs mov. 

ed to Compaſſion by my Sufferings, provided x 
Remedy wience I had leaſt Reaſon to expect it: 
My Father, imagining he was going to give an Ac- 
count of his paſt Life, vpon recollecting his In- 
juſtice to me, was ſtartled ; he thought he could 
not be expeditious enough in making amends, leſt 

Death ſhould prevent him. An authentick De- 


ried, to take the Vows, finiſn'd the Affair. In next D. 
three Days I was taken out of the Convent, with Pleaſure 
leave to go and receive a dying Father's Blefling. I enc 
My Mother received me with Tears of Repent- MW ther wa 
ance ; ſhe introduced me, and I threw my ſelf at M him? 8 
my Father's Feet. The Condition I found him in, half a I 
not only made me forget all his Cruelty, but, pierc- W promiſe 
ed with bitter Grief, I offered to Heaven my ar- t take 


dent Vows for his Preſervation, which was mira- MW fire. I 
ed her v 
Blefling, when a frightful Criſis, which at firſt was WE to which 
thought to be a Redoublement of the Fever ard. MW yith her 
the Beginning of an Agony, threw him into a I give me 
Sweat which expelled the morbifick Matter. In her goo 
three Days time he was entirely himſelf,and with WM fhared. 


Tears acknowledged that he attributed his Life to 
what he had done fer me, and my Return home. 
In a Word, my dear Friend(continued. St. Agne 
my Father is recovered, and deſigns to - re-unite Th 

me to my dear Melicourt 3 as he has Aﬀairs of the M 

laft Conſequence to finiſh at Court, before my Bu- 

ſineſs can be concluded, he propos'd carrying me 

along with him. My Lover is fill ignorant of al 

this, and, I believe, will be 6. Piper ſurpris'd. 

I chided the lovely Minette for making Me/icourt _ 
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fer ſo long on account of not hearing from her;; 
zer Excuſe was, that during her Father's Illneſs, ſhe 3 
was ſo taken up that ſhe- had not leiſure : it is 
tue (added ſhe) © that ſince his Recovery to the 
Day I ſet out, I might have anſwer' d his Let-. 
« ters 3 but, the Tidings I carry myſelf are worth. 

; purchaſing.” I had too much Kindneſs for Meli- 

aurt to approve of her Plot, which might give him 
great Uneaſineſs: dear bought Experience made me 
compaſſionate, and ſhe herſelf ought to have known 
what Uncertainty is in ſuch Occaſions. But Made- - 
moiſelle de , whoſe Heart was at; Eaſe, and who 
was naturally very gay, bantered my Tenderneſs, 
and ſaid ſhe would acquaint her Huſband with it the 

next Day, and would not for the World loſe the. 

Peaſure of ſurpriſing him with her Preſence. 

I enquired of Mademoiſelle . where her Fa- 
ther was, and why I had not the Honour of ſeeing 
him ? She informed me; that he had- {topped about 
half a League off at an old Friend's, . whom he had 
promifed to call on, and that ſhe had aſked his leave- 
to take that Opportunity of ſeeing me more at lei- 
fare. I found likewiſe that Melicourt had acquaint- 
ed her with my late Adventures, and with the Place 
to which I had retired; upon this, ſhe had prevail'd 
with her Father to go out of the Road, that ſhe might 
give me Proofs of her Friendſhip, and communicate 
her good Norton, in which — knew I ſo pe 
mared. 


The End of the Eleventh Part. 
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P A-R E 
HEN my lovely Friend had acquaint- | 


ed me with all that had happen'd te 
her, ſhe defired me with great Ear- | 


cordingly, I gave her a full Detail © Is it poſ- 


«ſible (cried ſhe. when I had done) that at your 1 


© tender Years you can have ſuffered ſo many Diſ- 


*-aſters? Why, you can furniſh out a Romance. You: 


have Reaſon, my dear Friend (added ſhe) to hope 


vyou are at the End of your Troubles, and;that you | 


will one Day be as happy, as you have hitherto 
been unfortunate-; my Example ought to encou- 
rage you. Patience and a juſt Confidence in Hea- 
ven, ſurmount the greateſt Difficulties.” : kt 

After ſome Reflexions of the like Nature, I en- 
5 quired after the beautiful Lindamine. She has often 

*-enquir*d after you {replied Mademoiſelle de) 
and is very much yours. 


* not entirely baniſh all Thoughts of Belixai. She {till 
loved him, as ſhe own'd, but with a Paſſion ſo re- 
« fin'd, that ſhe beſought Heaven to open his Eyes, 
* and give him Grace to. repent his paſt Life. It 


* ſeem'das if her Vows were heard: the young Man, 
by the divine Aſſiſtance, and the good Example his 
fair Miſtreſs head ſat before him, quitted the World, 


* angyprofeſs'd himſelf a Carthuſian. The News com- 


« -pleted: 


RY neſtneſs to relate my Adventures from | 
the Time I left her in the Monaſtery, | 
ſaying, that the Account ſhe had re- | 

ceived from Melicourt was very. imperfect. This 

Requeſt was too convincing a Proof, how much ſhe } 

. Intereſted herſelf in my Regard, to be refas'd ; ac- 


She was far from happy | 


at firſt; her Devotion with all its Fervour could | 
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pleted our Friend's Happineſs; from that Moment, 
cher Days have flow'd with uninterrupted Peace and 
Tranquility of Mind; taken up with the Diſcharge - 
of her Duty, ſhe knows no other Pleaſure. Her 
8weetneſs of Temper and good Senſe endear her to 
(the whole Monaſtery, and every one glories in be- 
ing of the Number of her Friends. It was with 
uaint- great Regret I parted from her; whatever Fate 
'd to Ml fattends.me, her Memory will be always dear.“ 
Far- Mademoiſolle de had ſcarce done ſpeaking 
from MW when her Father arrived; in Conſideration of my 
ſtery, Friend, I received him in the beſt Manner. He ſeem- 
ad re. ed a Man of Senſe and one who had ſeen the World; 
This Ml his Behaviour was Politeneſs itſelf. I informed him 
ch ſhe Ml how much I. was concerned at my bad Accomoda- 
; ac- Wl tions, deſigning to have had his Company at Sup- 
t poſ- Wl per: he replied, That tho' there had been Con- 
your W © veniences in the Village for himſelf and Attend- 
Di- © ants, he could not make any Stay, preſs'd as he 
Vou © was for Time, it being abſolutely neceſſary to make 
hope all haſte to Court; (adding) that his Daughter's Af- 
t you Wl © fairs admitted of no Delay.“ This was a ſufficient 
herto MW Reaſon for my not inſiſting upon it. The Lady and 
ncou- I parted with mutual Proteſtations of Friendſhip, 
Hea- MW promiſing each other an exact Account of our ſeve- 
| al Fortunes, Her Father aſk'd my Commands for 
I en- Versailles; but J only begg'd of him not to mention 
often ne on any account, giving him to underſtand that 
—) Wt was of the greateſt Conſequence to me, not to be 
appy MW icmember'd there. Both he and his Daughter aſſur- 
could ed me I might be perfectly eaſy as to that particu- 
e ſtill kr, and that they were too much my Friends not 
ſo re- ¶ behave as ſuch on all Occaſions. - | f 
Eyes, About an Hour after they were gone came the 
It ¶ Margueſe : he was dreſſed, and as it was on my AC- 
Vian, coant, it made an Impreſſion. His Tenderneſs ex- 
le his I preſo'd itſelf in the livelieſt Terms, and diſcover'd. 
orld, ¶ bis Impatience to be united to me for ever. My Fa- 
com- cher's Paſſion (ſaid he) is an invincible Difficulty, 
leted | fy d neither 


[ 205] 


neither do I ſee at preſent how it can be removd I difapp 
Did you but appear to him as homely as you am ton it r 
charming, I ſhould not be thus perplexed betweer plaiſanct 
Love and Duty. How ſhall I mention you to him « we m 
and aſſert my Faſſion? Before he fell in Love, WM edearin 
could only reproach me with. my Indiſcretion, as heli « provic 
« term'd it: but now, I am his Rival and Son, and alone! 
as the latter, will expect I ſhould yield. to him paſſior 
Ah]! Jenny, Jenny, what can be done? Adi what 
me, for if you abandon me, overwhelm'd as Lam two V. 
you deſtroy a Man whoſe Life is devoted. to you. . ah! r 
What could I do but comfort ſoamiable a Lover Thought 

TI ſaw no Expedient to cure the old Margue/5 of hi Methoc 
Paſſion, much. leſs to obtain his Conſent for his Son tender 
marrying. Had I liſtened to the Dictates of a tendeii let wre. 
and well-expreſs'd Affection, I might have admitted ſuffer o. 
of an Ex pedient which has often ſucceeded, but it waW: ꝑxtrem 
ſuch as I had determin'd never to employ. The Marin opp 
gueſs repreſented, that Women of the firſt Rank hav: Prooks, 
© had recourſe to it, and that by being ſecretly mar his Con 
* ried, we ſhould be mutually arm'd againſt an 'engagir 
Engagements which might perhaps be propos'd (highly 
Were you leis acquainted with me, or nad the leaſſſ of Nati 
* Reaſon to ſuſpect my Honour, I ſhould approve oi The 7 
the Diſlike you expreſs of my Propoſal : But, am Wh my Ser 
capable of deceiving you? Do you believe me [Meſs of V 
* baſe ?——< No, my Lord (anſwer'd I) it's nothinte great 
of all this I dread ; but to loſe that interior Peac me: as 
I have ever enjoy'd, even in my greateſt Misfor ever ex 
tunes: the Happineſs of being yours is tao preciou in.agin 
*© to be blended with Tears and bitter Remorſe, anq noble 8 
to run the Riſk. of forfeiting of it. Whatever hap fons, 1 
« pens,. (added I embracing his Hand) you will A more y 
ever dear to me; and if I am not ſo fortunate 2 Rank, 
to be yours, 1 ſhall have the Comfort of havingÞ muſt ap 
c contributed nothing to my own Wretchedneſs ; n being {1 
4 ſmall Conſolation to a Heart like mine.“ : mour'd 
My Lover was too reaſonable and too obliging ich a“ 
inſiſt any longer upon it; he aſſured me, „ dm), 
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Idifapproved of his Propeſal, he would never men- 
ion it more. I made him a Return for his Com- 


mov'd 
OU a a 


etweenfY plaiſance by all the little innocent Careſſes poſſible. 
0 him We mutt have Patience, (he cried charm'd with my 
ve, N endearing Behaviour 3) © I will wait, my dear Wife, 
1, as hel © provided you reſerve for me that Heart on which. 
n, and i alone my Happineſs depends: perhaps my Father's 
o him « Paſſion may abate, and he deſiſt from oppoſing 


Adyi a 
ST am 
you.“ 


« what | ſo earneſtly deſire; at the worſt, I want but 
«two Years. of being at Age, and then the Law 


of hi Methods, not uncommon indeed but ſuch as muſt: 


is Son'M render Children ungrateful to their Parents? Rather 
| tende Wt wretched Feuny drag on her irkſome Days, than 
Lmittec ſuffer one ſo dear to her, to come to ſuch odious 

t it wa Extremities. Win over a Father, who is only crueF 
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in oppoſing your Deſires; and, by a Thouſand 
'Proofs of your Reſpect, deſerve to receive one Day 
' his Conſent. Such are the Means I approve of for 
engaging Parents to a Compliance; all others are. 
'tighly blameable and inconſiſtent with the Dictates. 
'of Nature and Reaſon, 5 ; 
The Margae/s was ſo aſtoniſh'd at the Greatneſs 
i my Sentiments, utter'd with an uncommon Firm- 
tes of Voice, that he look'd at me with an Air of 
lie greateſt Reſpect. Indeed (cried he) you ſurpriſe, 
"me: as to Wit, Diſcretion, and good Senſe, I have. 
"ever experienced them in you, but I could not have, 
*1magin'd that you brought into the World ſuch. 
noble Sentiments ; which, tho? oppoſite to my De- 
'igns, I am compell'd to admire and reſpect: The 
'more you ſhow yourſelf worthy of the greateſt. 
Rank, the more excuſeable both my Father and I 
muſt appear: my own Paſſion prevents me from 
being ſurpris'd that my Father ſhould be thus ena- 
mour'd, and endeavour to ſecure the Poſſeſſion of fo. 
nich a Treaſure””—I interrupted the Mar gueſs, he 
add my Vanity too much ;, I, beſought him to for- 


ging t 
at fine 


I a 


Ah! my Lord, (cried 1 with as much Quickneſs of. 
Lover W Thought as good Senſe) can you have recourſe to 


. 


. 


ů — — 


* * Cod ** 
1 "RY acts... At os, ld 


— — at OS —— ——— — —— ee area 
— 
Vale EO: - * aw as 


„ 
bear, proteſting my only Ambition was to pleaſe | 
him, and deſerve his Love as long as I lived. 

The Marqueſs was going to reply, when the Ser. 


and th 
o ſhot 


need 


vant he had diſpatch'd to Paris entered with a Letter Leag 
from 1/e/icourt. We were ſurpris'd to ſee him again Ml « who, 
ſo ſoon, he could never have bee at Paris, and both M « but « 
the Marqueſs and I were at a Loſs what to think, Wl gecre 
Our Surpriſe increaſed when he told us. he met M. «woo 
ficourt on the Road who was coming to meet his Mi- low! 
ſtreſs ; one of her Father's Servants, with a View of WM « broug 
being well rewarded, had acquainted him with the MW The Se 
good News: Our Friend informed us that he had MW come + 


been exceeding exact in taking an Account of all ton wi 
that came to the Lodging in his Abſence, both out Runa: 
of Reſpect to me, as well as in regard of his ownW taken 
Affairs, which were of too great Conſequence to ad- he ha 
mit of the leaſt Neglect. He added, if he might hence, 
venture to give his Opinion, the Servant we men-M yþich 1 
tion'd had betray*d his Truſt; which he thought the from VI 


more likely, becauſe the old Marqueſs, provok'd as My! 
he was by my Flight, and fo deſperately in Love a piece of 
he appeared, had doubtleſs ufed all Means poflible ſeſion o 

- to diſcover me, in order to perſue his Amour.” ney, an 
This Anſwer overwhelm'd us with freſh Alarms W beides, 
If this be true, as it is but too likely (ſaid tha od Ma, 
Marqueſs) ** my Father is acquainted with my Jour and that 
cc ney; and what is ſtill worſe, it will be imprudenW to be p 


in me to ſtay any longer here, for fear he ſhould jndging! 
1 ſuſpect where I am.“ I was of the ſame Opinion where I 
as it was natural to think the Traitor would not dq It fol 
his Buſineſs by halves. P ont by t 
This News made us very melancholy all that LW his Viagt 
vening; but, it was nothing to what follow'd. TH would de 
third Day came the Margque/s's Secretary, whom This Thi 
had ſent. to meet his Equipage, in order to bring} After 
with him the Servant in Queſtion ;' as ſoon as ke a the Que 
pear'd,. his Maſter expreſs d a great Surpriſe at MW Circymg 
ſudden Return; knowing, as he ſaid, that his Eq Paris, 
page muſt be at leaſt fourfcore Leagues from * Would ne 
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and that it was impoſſible for him to go and come in 
0 ſhort a time. The Secretary replied, that it was. 
«needleſs to take that Trouble: that about thirty 
„Leagues Diſtance he found the Servant in an Inn, 
Who, as ſoon as he was diſcover'd, took Horle ; 
«but as this beſpoke a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, the 
Secretary perſued him till he took ſhelter in a 


Wood: upon this, finding it to no purpoſe to fol- 


low him, he thought proper to enquire what had 
(brought him to the Inn where he found him: 
The Secretary was told, that the Man was but juſt 
come when he arrived. He concluded his Rela- 
tion with ſaying, that he was inform'd that the 
Runaway had enquired what Road a Chaiſe had 
taken attended by three Servants, which he ſaid. 
dhe had miſs'd.” The Secretary eaſily gather'd from 
hence, that the Servant's Enquiry tended to diſcover 
which Way his Maſter was gone, and, by going 
from Village to Village, to learn where he ſtopt. 
My Lover no longer doubted, after this ſecond. 
piece of Treachery, but that his Father was in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of his Letter, and acquainted with his Jour- 
ney, and his Views in undertaking it. We gueſs'd 
beſides, that the Villain had ſent an Expreſs to the 
old Marqueſs to inform him of his Son's. Departure, 
and that the Father had order'd the young Margue/s: 
to be perſued, in order to know where he went, 


judging rightly it was the only Means of diſcovering. 


where I lay concealed, | 

It follow'd from the Servant's Flight, when found 
out by the Secretary, that he did not know where 
bis Maſter was, and that the Fear of being puniſh'd. 
would deter him from making any farther Enquiry. 
This Thought afforded ſome Comfort. 

After mature Reflexions on all that had paſs'd, 
tie Queſtion was how to behave in ſuch tickliſh- 


| Circumſtances. The Margueſs was for my going to. 


Paris, where I might be better conceal'd. But I. 
Would not hear of this good Advice, fearing new. 
| Troubles; 
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tive, the Stranger enquired if an Officer of Diſtinction 
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Troubles; at all hazards I was with my Parent, 
which was my proper Place; I had but to declare 
who I was, no one had any Power to take me away, 
Such was my way of Reaſoning. cd 
The Margueſs was quite at a Loſs ; two. Days af. 
ter, he ſtill aſc'd What was to be done; accuſtom'g 
as he was to my Company, he could not prevail on 
himſelf. to leave me. The Charms- of living with a 
Perſon belov'd were ſo bewitching, that J was as. 
little Miſtreſs of myſelf in this Particular. The eight 
Days that we had fixed for his Repoſe, were more 
than paſt ;: neither I nor my Lover ever thought of 


counting them. 


We us'd to walk out every Day, when the Heat 
was over, about- a quarter of a Mile from the Vil. 
lage into a little Wood, round whoſe Skirts ran a 
cryſtal Stream ; the Nightingales, after quenching 


their Thirſt in the Rivulet, perch'd themſelves on 


the neighbouring Boughs, and by the delightful Me- 
lody of their warbling Notes made. us chooſe that 
charming Place to reſt in. One Evening when the 
Moon ſhone very bright, we heard a Man on Horſe- 
back aſk the Road to ſuch a Village, and how far 
he was. from it: at firſt. we imagin'd he ſpoke to 


ſomebody in the Road; but, on his repeating the 


Queſtion, the Margue/s, out of his uſual good Na- 
ture, ſaid, This is ſome Stranger who is out of his 
Knowledge, Lmuſt direct him, for by his Uneaſineſs 
* he has certainly loſt his Way.” Upon this he called 
to him and gave him proper Directions. The Stran- 
ger, overjoy d at it, aſk'd if the Perſon, to whom he 
ow'd this Obligation, belong d to the Village? My 
Lover, without Reflexion, anſwering in the Affirma- 


had not come thither in a Chaiſe with three Ser- 
vants, and whether he went any farther ?. At this 
Queſtion the Margueſs, who was near me, made 
wn :* This regards me (ſaid he in a low Voice) 
keep out of Sight, I muſt examine farther, perhag 
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«jt is my Traitor of a Servant.“ Tho' I trembled 


for Fear, I left him to act as he thought fit. My 


Lover made up to the Road, end, diſguiſing his 
Voice, told the Stranger that he could inform him 
better than any one, the Officer he deſcrib'd being 
odged at his Houſe. « What are you then the Inn- 
© keeper ?* replied the Stranger riding up to him. 
« Yes, {in{wered the Marqueſs) <* and the only one 
„jn the Village; if you will come and taſte my 
© Wine, you will own, that if it is not the beſt in 
the Country, at leaſt it is as agreeable as any.“ 
The Stranger by this was come up, and the Moon, 
mluckily for him being under a Cloud, did not diſ- 
cover who he was talking with. Do you ſay, (ſaid 


he ſtopping his Horſe) © that the Officer I men- 


* tioned is at your Houſe ? * Yes, Sir, {anſwered 
the \/arqueſs) ©* and, to convince you, I'll deſcribe 
him. Is he not a tall young Man with black Eyes, 
and wears a Plaiſter or large Patch on his Fore- 
« head, his Hair curled, and had on when he came 
a light brown Surtout with gold Frogs ?** © You 
are right, (replied/the Stranger) it is certainly he; 
Jam very lucky in meeting you! And, tell me, 
pray is he here ſtill? Yes, yes (ſaid the Marqueſs 
fully ſatisfied he was not miſtaken.) How does he 
' employ himſelf? (added the Stranger.) Why, as 
to that (replied the Marque ſomething myſteriouſ- 
ly) © he — Out with it (cried the other)“ makes 


* Love perhaps: Am I not right?” There is no 
great harm in that, if the Girl be worth the while.“ 


„Oh, I warrant her worth the while, (replied my 
Lover, lowering his Voice and drawing nearer ;) if 
* you doubt it, I can ſoon convince you; for tho? 
*1t1s but Moonlight, one may ſee wgll'eno 

not to be miſtiken in that Point: and, to tell you 
* the Truth, I was liſtening to a Converſation be- 
" tween the two Lovers, when you called out; I 
don't know whether the Noiſe you made has not 


ditturbed them, but if you have any Curiofity, 
| 640 N 
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« you need only alight and follow me, to ſee them 
together without being diſcovered, | 

The Bait was too alluring not to take: he was ng 

ſooner diſmounted but the Margueſs ſeized him by 


the Throat: I have you, Traitor, (cried he pre. 


ſenting the point of his Sword ;) ** confeſs, or dye 
c this Inſtant.” I ſcreamed out for fear the Mar. 


gueſs in his Paſſion ſhould diſpatch the Wretch, | 


Fear nothing, Madam, (ſaid the Marqueſs I have 
„ ſecured the Villain; own the Truth (continued he 
turning to the Man) and I'll pardon you on that 
«© Condition, and provided I never ſee you more.” 


The Traitor finding it was the Margue/s, ſeem' d more 


dead than alive, and fell at his Knees dreading his 


Reſentment : ** Speak (continued my Lover) y 


„ know me, and [I'll be as good as my Word.” 
The Servant knowing he might depend on his Maſ. 
ter's Promiſe, informed him that he was drawn in 
and corrupted by the old Margueſs's Gentleman. 
« What, For/an? (cried the Marqueſs in a Surpriſe:) 
How can that be? you diſſemble the Truth, my 
«© Father has diſcharged him.“ © It was in order to 
make his Peace, (replied the Man) that, as ſoon as 
he heard Madame des Roches was gone off, he took 
it into his Head, knowing his Maſter's Paſhon, to 
find her out for him; he was ſure, as he ſaid, there 
* was a Correſpondence between your Lordſhip and 
© the Lady, and he did not doubt Sucoeſs if he could 
* intercept one of your Letters. 
* With this Project he left Paris, and came pri- 
« vately to the Camp; he pitched upon me preferably 
to any other becauſe I am his Countryman, was 
formerly his Servant, and was recommended by 
im to your Lordſhip. After reminding me of alt 
this, he told me what had happened to him, and 
his Deſign of getting his Pardon and revenging him- 
* ſelf on the Lady who had occaſioned his Misfor- 
tune; promiſing me, that if I came readily into hi 
Meaſures, beſides a ſuitable Recompence, he pars 
| Fg 
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make my Fortune. Finding me but too well dif- 
poſed to ſecond his Deſign, he acquainted me with 
the Contrivance, and directed me to be always near 
«you, that when you wrote any Letters, I might be 
entruſted with them, and then deliver them to him 
in order to com paſs his Defign. TL. 

Mr. de Forſan was too well obey'd ; as ſoon as 
your Lordſhip ordered me to go to Paris, I went 
eto the Village where he lay concealed, expecting 
(to hear from me; he hugged me for Joy when 
che read the Letter with which you had entruſted 
me. Let's go, faid, this is ſomething, and I am 
«ſure of being taken into favour again. He was in 
the right; the Moment he wrote the old Margue/s 
«word at his Arrival, that he had News of Madame 
Utes Reches to him, he had Admittance, and was 
i reſtored to his Place. It was reſolved, I ſhould 
' return to you with the Anſwer I brought, and con- 
'tinue to intercept your Letters, in order to diſco- 
yer where the Lady was, which you did not men- 
(tion in the Packet I had received, and that I ſhould 
(ſend all Letters I could ſecure under a Direction 
they gave for that purpoſe. 

Baut your ſudden Depart from the Army, which 
we did not expect, diſconcerted all our Meaſures : 
I could only acquaint Mr. For ſan with it, and what 
Road the Equipage, with which I was left, was to 
take. The third Day after we ſet out, aPoſtillion be- 
longing to the old Marqueſs met me with a Letter 


from Mr. For/an, ordering me to leave the Equi- 


page and endeavour by any Means to diſcover 
hat Road you had taken; with a promiſe that 
if I could find out Madame des Roches by it, ſuppo- 
ling you were gone thither, that the old Marqueſs 
would reward me very handſomely and advance 
me in his Family. This was the Reaſon of my per- 
ſuing you ſo obſtinately, and flying when met by 
your Secretary, being apprehenſive I was diſco- 
'Vered, and that you had ſent him after me 0 

e | © but 
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but ] was no ſooner clear of him, when 1 renew. 


© Lord, I ſhould have ſucceeded, had J not unex. 
pectedly met with you: Heaven, to puniſh my 
5 Treachery, would not ſuffer it to proſper : J am in 
your Power, and you may diſpoſe of me as yon 
* pleaſe; but I truſt in your Clemeney, and hope vou 
* will ſhow Mercyto a poor Wretch, who has ſuffer'd 
© himſelf to be corrupted, and who was really inform. 
ed that it was for your Good, and that it was in 
reality ſerving you to break off an Affair, as they 
* term'd it, which ſooner or later muſt end in your 
Ruin, and which the Margueſs your Father was 
determined to prevent. | 
The Servant after this Proteſtation threw himelf 
again at the argueſs's Feet, and wept bitterly, I 
was very ſollicitous in his Behalf. I will kee 
my Word with him, Madam, (cried the Marguej) 
© provided he never approaches me more; never 
< theleſs, Prudence directs me to ſecure him till I am 
at home again, to prevent any farther Treachery.“ 
'* Ah my Lord, (cried the Fellow with Tears) * | 
« ſwear by all that's ſacred, that it is the fartheſt tro 
© my Thoughts; and if you grant me a Pardon, 
© ſhall make no other uſe of it than to endeavour a 
© repairing the Fault, I have had the Misfortune tc 
commit. The Man's Behaviour had ſo much thi 
Air of a fincere Repentance, that I was much moved 
I pleaded ſo earneſtly in his Behalf, that the Mar 
queſs releaſed him, aſſuring me, that any Requeſt 0 
mine ſhould be implicitly complied with; and as 
proof of it, he gave him four Louis d' Ort, telling hi 
his Thanks were due to me, whom he intended 
cruelly to injure. After this the Margue/5 diſmiſs d hi 
and we returned home reaſoning on what had pz6'd| 
The Day following the Margueſs reſolved upe 
leavingm e. If he was grown fond of my Com pan 


I found the ſame Satisfaction in his; all my Rez 
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ally parting ? 
Thoughts next. He was acquainted with my Place 
of Retreat, he accoſts me with Fury in his Eyes : 
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vas ſummoned to ſtifle my Tears, when he took leave. 

« Remember(ſaid [ embracing him) my Fate depends 
on your Heart, and in that alone my Happineſs 
« conſiſts.” Alas! (replied my Lover) 1s it poſſible 
« for me to live a Moment without doating on you? 
« know no other Pleaſure but that of ſeeing you, 
« and telling you fo, and as for the Intervals of 
« Abſence, they never will be reckoned in my Ac- 
« count of Life.“ Saying this, he threw himſelf into 
his Chaiſe and remained ſilent. The People were ga- 
thered about to ſee the Parting; every thing ſurpri- 
ſes in a Village, I could hear them ſay: This 7s lite 
Brothers and Sifters indeed] ſee how fond they are 
of each other! 

Had not my Heart been full, [ could not have 
forborn laughing at the Simplicity of my Country- 
men: but after all, it would have been ridiculous 3 
i there ſo much Difference between a Brother and 
a Lover ? Knowledge or Prejudice pronounces. How 
many do we ſee determined by nothing but Preven- 
tion? Tt is ſo at Court, why ſhould it not be ſo elſe- 
where? Man is ſtill Man in all Stations. 

The Marques was no ſooner gone, but I gave 
a looſe to Tears and Complaints. When ſhall I ſee 
again, cried I, this dear Man ? What will be the 
Event of fo tender and ſo unfortunate' a Love? Are 
we only enamoured with each other, to be continu- 
The old Margueſs came into my 


Take your Choice, ſays he, either Me or a Cloiſter; 


it's in vain for you to place your Confidence in my 
Son; he cannot aſſiſt you, nor ſhall ever be yours: 

you ought to tremble at the Thoughts gf provoking 
me, as you muſt both pay very dear for the dan- 
gerous Advantage he has gained. "Theſe Imagina- 
tions were fo ſtrong and lively, that 1 ſhook for 
Fear. Alas ! it was in vain to have Recourſe to 
Heaven, it was deaf to my Entreaties. Can a Heart 


Voi . O c ſo 


T1386] 
ſo ſtrongly attached to this World, expect Relief from 


above? No, it is not worthy ; to deſerve, one ought | 


to be aſhamed of ſuch Weakneſſes ; but my Strength 
failed me. Love had fo cruelly overwhelmed me, 


that nothing but what occaſioned my Diſtreſs, could 
poſſibly relieve me: I found no Comfort, in fine, 


but what Sighs and Tears afforded. 


Three Days were ſpent in continual Grief and | 
Apprehenſion: the whole Family, aftoniſt'd at my 
profound Melancholy, ſtrove in vain to divert me; 
but the Penſiveneſs which had ſeized me was proof | 


againſt every thing. 


On the fourth Day in the Morning, my Mother | 


came into my Chamber, ſaying, that a Chaiſe had 


ſtop'd at the Door, and that a Stranger aſk'd to 


ſpeak with me. I defired he might be brought to 
me. How was I ſufpriſed, when I found it to be 
Dubois ! © Is it | 
from him) © that after the Apprehenſion the Mar- 
© gueſs and ] were under leſt you »ſhould be known 


here, that he ſhould venture to ſend you? 1 


have taken proper Precautions(replied he) this falſe 
»Noſe (he really had one in his Hand) would diſ- 


* guiſe me to my own Father, ſo there is nothing to 
«© fear on that ſide. Would to Heaven J could as ea- 
* fily reconcile you to the News I bring.“ What has | 
happened? replied I very earneſtly. Read, | 


(added Dubois)“ and then you will ſee whether my 


Lord Margue/5 could have pitched upon any one 


«* elſe to ſend on this Occaſion. 

I opened the Marqueſs's Letter with trembling : 
would any one imagine the Contents ? Upon read- 
ing the firſt Lines, it was watered with my Tears: 
it was as follows : if ever Grief diſpatched any one, 
how came J to ſurvive ? | 


Am in the ulmeſ Deſpair, my charming Jenny, | 


judge of it by the horrible News I here ſend you. 


J life ;ou for ever ; but, be aſloniſted at the encelſi vt 
| | 1 
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Cruelty of mp Fate; I am cut off from all Hoe 
of ever being yours, and, to complete my Misfortune, 
am obliged to employ all the Power J hawe, to prevail 
on you to flab a Dagger to my Heart. But this is Reep- 


ing you too long in ſuſpenſe: my Father lies at the Point 


of Death, brought to this Extremity by you and me 3 
he cal's for you, wiſhes for you, and will die in peace, 
be ſays, if he expires with the Name of your Huſband. 
Can I hade the Cruelty, can I be fo barbarous a Son, 
as to let him periſh, if it be in my Power to ſave 
tin? If am fo unfortunate as to loſe him, let me 
nt be liable to reproach myſelf with being the hated 
Cauſe of his Death. IF ever I was dear to you, O 
moſi lovely of thy Sex, haſte away! A minute, an 
inſtant may render me the moſt guilty of Mankind. 


What is it to me ? cried I redoubling my Tears. 
Let the cruel Parent dye: Am I to be anſwerable 
for the Fury of his Paſſion, and the fatal Condition 
to which it has reduced him? And you, my 
Lord Marqueſs, what have I done to deſerve this 
Treatment? Juſt Heaven! cried I, was it for this 
you reſerved me? And you, deſtructive Charms, to 
what have you brought me? Saying this, I was ſo 
overwhelmed, that unleſs Dubois had ſupported and 
pulled me, I muſt have ſwooned away.  —_ © 

The Marqueſs had foreſeen without doubt, the 
Condition to which his Letter would reduce me. His 
Valet de Chambre pulled out a Phial, whoſe precious 
Elixir cruelly reſtored me to myſelf. © Alas ! why 
would you not ſuffer me to dye? cried | to Dubois. 
Why do you give me this barbarous Relief? Like 
*a Criminal dragged to the Torture, you ſtrength- 
den me only, that the Severity of the -Strokes 
* may be the more ſenſible. e 

Dubois, as much as he was prepared for ſuch a 
Scene, was ſo dejected, that he was ſcarce able to 
comfort me. In the Name of all that is dear to 
you, Mademoiſel e, (ſaid he) © bear up againſt this 

G2 | Storm; 


f r S———————————— 
4 . 4 ; 
4 N 
wo — 
h 
'F 
: 
1 f 
. 
4 


[ 320 ] 
Storm; think what a Condition I left my Matter 
in: If you knew « Alas ! *tis that which 
«« diftrafts me ! (cried I interrupting him) If I ſug. 
« fered alone, the near proſpect of Death would al. 
« Jeviate my Grief; but the Conſideration of m 


« dear Lover retards my Deſpair, and witho!dg| 
« my fleeting Life. What would become of him? 


Alas ! if he dreads the Reproach of a Death, 


| 5© whoſe Idea makes him tremble, and obliges him 


« to ſacrifice all that is deareſt to him in the World, 
what would become of this faithful Lover, to 
what Extremities would he not be hurried, if he 


had my Death to lament, of which he might 


« juſtly think himſelf the Cauſe ? 
Aﬀer ſay ing this I remained exceeding penſive; 


but coming to myſelf, ** Let us go (cried I) this Lo- 


ver, whom I adore, ſhall know how extenſive a 
% Power he has over me: I deſign'd myſelf for him 
« alone; myſelf was all I had, of which he has 
been Maſter a long Time; he may diſpoſe of his 
«* own, and I obey. Yes, he ſhall know, by the 
« Greatneſs of the Sacrifice, that tho* I am infinitely 
«© below him in every thing elſe, I am not his In- 


« ferior in point of noble Sentiments; and that 
«« whatever Example he can ſet, I am always ready 


« to imitate him 1 Sem 3 | 
Dubois, ſurpriſed at this Effort, applauded my 
Reſolution with Tears in his Eyes. What a Gran- 
« deur of mind! (cried he ;) after this Proof, of 
* which I ama Witneſs, can I any longer wonder at 
the Exceſs of Paſſion you create? Go, you deſerve 
© a Throne.* I made no Anſwer to ſuch frivolous 


Encomiums; could Self-love, overwhelm'd as it 
was with Grief, find its Account in them? I order- 


ed Barbera very ſternly for the firſt time, to get my 
Things ready for my Journey. The word was no 
ſooner given, but the whole Houſe was in Tears. 
What, are we going to loſe this charming Lady! 
(every one cried) © And why? are we ſo unfortunat 
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1 
eas to be the occaſion of it ourſelves ?? © No, (re- 
plied I ſpeaking to my Mother, whoſe Tears increaſ- 
my Trouble ;) “ I tear myſelf from you, God 
is my Witneſs ; an Order I am bound to obey, 
an unfortunate Accident, drives me from this 
« delightful Abode.. Oh ! could I ſpend my Days 


„with you !” Saying this, I embraced - my. 


Mother; my Father out of Reſpect withdrew. 
„Alas! ſuffer me (ſaid I taking him about the 
Neck) “ to ſhow how dear you are to me. 
« Perhaps a little Time will convince you I but do 
my Duty. | 
[ got into the Chaiſe, leaving my Father and 
Motner much ſurpriſed, particularly my Father, 
whoſe very Soul was moved with my endearing Be- 
hariour. My Aunt, as fond as ſhe was of her Vil- 
lage, jump'd into the Vehicle, crying out, She 
was ſo bewitched with me (that was her Expreſ- 
(fon) that ſhe would leave all that is dear to fol- 
dow me to the World's End.“ I embraced her by 
vay of Acknowledgment. My Mother enquired what 
ſhe muſt do with the Goods: Keep tnem (repli-- 
ed 1 ſtretching out my Hand) whether I return or 
50 all I have is yours both thro' Gratitude and 
* Puty. ET 8 
What Reply was made, I did not hear; but 
doubtleſs my Words were as ſurpriſing as the Hur- 
ry in which we drove away. The Chaiſe fle w. Dubois 
was ſolely employ'd in haſtening on the Poſtillion. 
Our Expedition was incredible: proper Orders 
being given at the ſeveral Polt-houſes, and the Relays 
vere always in ſuch Readineſs, that we did not 
loſe a Moment. 25 | 
Nevertheleſs, I learnt from Dubois, whoſe bu- 
inels it was to go before and prepare the Re- 
lays, that the Margue/s found his Father very ill, 
and almoſt ſpeechleſs : that For/an was in favour 
apain, and never from the Beſide ; and that the 
derrant who had betrayed his Malter could not be 
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ſtrengthening my Reſolution, that the Marqueſs as 


much dreaded as he wiſhed for my Prefence ; and | 


that if I did not conquer myſelf ſo as to reſtrain my 
Tears, he would not anſwer for his Life. 


J loved the dear Man too well, not to make it 
a Law to command myſelf. I promiſed Dubois to de- 
vour my Tears and Affliction, and that was as much 
as could be expected. Barbara, who heard all this | 
without comprehending one Syllable, cried out from | 
time to time: Good God ! what will become of | 
* my Lady ? Can any one be ſo hard-hearted as to | 
vex ſo good a Creature? I'll pray to God fo much 
and heartily, that he will take compaſſion on her.“ 
Alas ! ſhe was in the right: to be able to raiſe one's 


Mind to Heaven, is being half comforted. 
There are Periods in Life when Misfortunes com- 
bine in overwhelming us. Dubois was in ſuch a 


Hurry to get the Poſtillion forwards, that driving 
foul of a Coach we overturned it, as we paſ. 
ſed the Opera-Houſe ; which breaking down one 
of our own Wheels, obliged us to ſtop. 'The Screams 


of the Women in the Coach, that lay topfie-turvy, 
drew together a hundred Flambeaux and as many 


People, ſo that we ſaw as clear as if it had been 


Noon-day. Dubois, who was determined how to 


| behave, had left me there, whilſt he fetched a Coach. 
During this Interval, the Coachman and Footmen 


belonging to the injured Equipage, were cudgelling 
my poor Poſtillion, eſpecially as they ſaw none but 
two frighted Women in the Chaiſe, whoſe Pre- 
ſence was no Check upon them: this Uproar ga- 
thered ſtill more People : the Noiſe was ſo great, 


*twas impoſſible to hear one's ſelf ſpeak ; I was inf 


Hopes every Minute of being delivered from this 
Crowd by Dubois's coming, but I had been told! 
muſt ſuffer, and *twas not long before it happen'd. 

The firſt Thing I met to chagrine me was the 


Duke of —, who from his Coach knew me 
again, 
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gin. Ah! my God (cried he calling to his Ser 
vants) * make up to that Chaiſe, and prevent the 
Lady's coming to any Harm from this Accident; 
« ſhe is my Acquaintance and a Woman of Quality. 
[ grew pale, when I recollected this Nobleman ; 
his Diſcourſe had drawn the Eyes of the Crowd up- 
on me. But what became of me, when the Ladies 
who were overturned got out of their Coach, one 
of which I knew to be Madame De/iival, the Miſs 
{Elbieux of whom J have already ſaid ſo much! I 
would have given any thing in the World to have 
been a hundred Leagues off ; I endeavoured to pull 
my Head-cloaths over my Face, to eſcape her cu- 
rious Eyes; but *twas too late, ſhe had got a Glimpſe, 
ſhe knew me again, and afk d her Servants if it was 
my Chaiſe which had occaſioned the Diſorder. 
What! (cried ſhe aloud, when they had anſwer'd 
in the Affirmative) © What ! has this little Huſſy 
been bold enough to overturn my Coach? and 
„ ſhall I tamely ſuffer a Country Puſs to drive over 
« me unpuniſhed ? Here, drag her out of her 
„ Chaiſe headlong, (ſaid ſhe to her Servants) and 
« teach her better Manners ; there 1s nothing ſhe 

does not deſerve for ſuch a Piece of Inſolence.“ 
One may imagine my Mortification and Terror 
at hearing this cruel Order, and how I Iook'd, at 
the Approach of four Footmen with their Flam- 
beaux. But a Protector was not wanting: The Dake 
of „who had quitted his Coach, hearing my 
Cries, came running up with his Servants and drew 
his Sword : © Let me ſee who dare approach this 
* Chaiſe (cried he clapping on his Hat ;) this Lady 
is my Acquaintance : whoever has the Impudence 
to moleſt her, ſhall repent it.” This reſolue Speech 
topt the Footmen. Here the Scene might have 
ended, had not the too couragious Dubois, who 
came up to me at the ſame Time as the Footmen, 
and who had been informed of the Danger I was 
u, began to lay about him with his Whip; this 
O 4 Was 
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vants attacked Dubois with their Flambeaux; the 
Duke's Men and thoſe of his Friends joined in his 
Aſſiſtance; and but for the Guards, who came up 
by the greateft good Luck in the World, a bloody 


Fight muſt. have enſued. The Gentlemen, who 


till now had been only Spectators, were ſeverally 


engaged according to their Inclinations. The young 


Duke,who had undoubtedly a Mind to give me proof 
of his Conftancy in the Attach he had ſhewn in my 
regard, began to deal about his Blows, and a hun- 
dred young Fellows like himſelf did the ſame ; but 


having ſpoke very politely to the Officer then upon 
Duty at the Opera-houſe, and begg'd of him to do 
his Office quietly, he appeaſed the Tumult, and at 
laft prevailed ſo far as to put Things upon a Foot 


of Accommodation. 


The young Duke, who had ſpoke to the Officer, 


begg' d of him to aſſiſt in conveying me to his Coach 
which was waiting for me. Madame Defiival, per- 
ceiving that I was like to get away from her, talk'd 
to the Officer ſo peremptorily, that he was obliged 


to turn about: What do you mean to do, Sir? 
Do you imagine that what has been alledged ſhall 


* hinder me from complaining, and puniſhing a 


«* little Wretch, who out of mere Malice comes 


&© and pulls over my Coach, and inſults me in the 
« Face of the whole World? There are a hundred 
Witneſſes to. ſwear this; it is infamous to pro- 


* tet a little Country Baggage after ſuch Behavi- 
our, and to ſhew no manner of regard to a Wo- 


* man of Quality.“ The Officer ſurpriſed at theſe 
Reproaches, and really finding that ſhe, who made 
the Complaint, was a Perſon known, turned towards 


her, and told her, it was not for him to decide our 
Quarrel ; that he only did his Duty in Proveneny 
Miſchief ; that my Chaiſe was broke down, an 

'twas but juſt to help me fiom thence ;. n 


was a Signal to a fierce Battle. All the Livery-Ser- 
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| was a Perſon of Diſtinction tog———* How! 
« of Diſtinction! (replied very ſcornfully 1/5 d El. 
lieux, or more properly 4/\adame Deſtival) © oi Di- 
« ſtinction! J believe you have lott our Seaſes; 
« of Diſtinction ] a little Creature, Daugiter of a 
© Wood-cieaver, a Ten-nt to my late Father. Ah, 


© ah, ah, (continued ſhe, feignig a mock Laugh) 
« unleſs ſhe be in Keeping, which I make no doubt 


« of ?? — The Date of., who had been fi- 
ent hitherto, and who was ſo perſuaded of my be- 


ug of Quality, that he would have been cut to 


pieces in maintaining it, cried out, It was very un- 


becoming, in order to gain one's Point, to have 


Recourſe to Calumny, and ſay ſuch vile Ihings: 
' that he knew me very well, and that there was 
not one Word of Truth in all that had been ſaid: 
beſides, that it was no Fault of mine, if my auk- 
ward Poſtillion had thrown over a Coach; that 
„nobody was hurt; but, as for me, it was eaſily 
ſeen I was the only Perſon who ſuffered, ſince I. 
could neither get back ward nor forwards, and that 


-inſtead of abuſing me at that rate, in ſuch a caſe 
"every one ought. to think themſelves obliged in 


Honour to relieve me, inſtead ot being ſo cruel- 
' Iy inſolent: that he was not ſurpriſed at the Fury 
' with which they perſecuted me: for, that I was 


' handſome ; which alone was ſufficient to draw 
their Malice on me, and to make me very crimi- 


'nal in the Eyes of certain People. 8 

This extraordinary Concluſion proceeding more 
from the Duke's Partialicy for me, tuan the real 
Truth, made every body laugh, and take my Part. 
a general Murmur was heard in my Favour, a hun- 
wed Arms inſtead of one, and as many, Coaches 


ere proffer'd, to extricate me from this Trouble. - 
brery thing now went wonderfully hut. I was fa- . 
ed to undergo one Mortificaiioa more, before I could 


be out of Pain; 'twas this. 
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Publick Entertainments at Paris bring People to. Ml & ſwif 
gether, who perhaps otherwiſe never would have that h: 
met. As ill Luck would have it, and which would being | 
ſeem almoſt impoſſible, the true Comte? des Roche MY beating 
was that Night at the Opera: The ſtop of Coaches Ml whirlec 
1 had ſo innocently cauſed, retarded her coming began 
out, and being obliged to paſs by me, ſhe enquired ſelf. 


| ſill more unfortunately, of the Duke's Servants, It w 
#|# near whoſe Coach hers had ſtop'd, the Reaſon of Houſe 
N the Diſturbance, and the Names of the Ladies that alighte 
occaſioned it. The Footman having ſatisfied her remark 
as to the firſt Point, told her, he had leam d 1/5 w 

the Names of the Ladies that were overturned and lik 

but as to her in the Chaiſe, he knew very well that was uſe 


ſhe was Madame le Comteſſe des I oches. Ah ! ahl Diſhab 


{replied the true one, addreſſing herſelf to her HuſM Fetchir 

band, and two Ladies in the Coach) „ the AcciM queez' 

dent is pleaſant enough: you'll find the will prove attemp 

* the ſame who ſtole our Name and [Intereſt a All the 

Court, and after whom we have made ſo much well re: 

«© Enquiry ; we muſt have her apprehended upon nelanc 

„ the Spot.“ Upon this ſhe ſent to deſire the Of perfect! 

ficer to come to her Coach, having, as ſhe {aid MF Counte 

Things of the utmoſt Conſequence to communicate me int 

to him. | = Ve 

Whilſt this ſecond Conſpiracy was carrying on Apartm 

againſt me, of which I was at that Time luckily that « 

ignorant, they had but juſt helped me from out off Wax: li, 

the Chaiſe. The young Duke of —— preſenting by a la 

| His Hand, would oblige me to get into his Coach Hand a 
1 but Dulois having ſpoke ſomething in his Ear, hq kit me 
2D ſaid aloud, 7hat is very right, and then led me talf Father” 
' another which had the Marque/ſs's Livery. Th Voice) 
| Coach was juſt going off, when a Voice. crieq Hand 
| out, Stop / "_ ! the fiftitionus Comteſſe des Rocher A low | 
Dubois, who ſmoaked the Matter, and had leap'4 plicd : 
into the Coach with me, put his Head out of thai tie Ago 
Door, and bid the Coachman gallop off, and mind bid For, 

ö nothing. This Direction ſaved mes it was * tell his 
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ſo ſwiftly, that to the Misfortune of thoſe Carriage 
that happen'd then to ſtand in the Way, the Horſes 
being preſs'd, flew like Birds, daſhing, hitching, and 
beating down every thing they met, and in fine 
whirled me out of this cruel Diſaſter, from which J 
began to deſpair of ever being able to extricate my- 
ſelf. 2 

It was near Eleven when J arrived at the Marqueſs's 
Houſe ; all his People ſtood ready to receive me as I 
alighted from the Coach, preſſing to ſee a Perſon fo 
remarkable by the preſent Circumſtances. The Mar- 
queſs was waiting for me; he look d pale, dejected, 
and like one who had been ſhedding Tears; he that 
was uſed to be ſo Neat, appeared in a very great 
Diſhabille, even his very Hair ſpoke his Affliction. 
Fetching a deep Sigh, he took me by the Hand, and 
ſqueez' d it. As we paſs'd along the Apartments, he 
attempted to ſpeak, but could not utter a ſingle Word. 
All theſe things ſtruck me to the Heart; I do not 
well remember what paſs'd in my Mind during this 


melancholy Quarter of an Hour ; what occurs to me 
perfectly well is, that my Eyes were dry, and my 
Countenance reſolute ; the Margque/s durſt not look 
me in the Face, and I never ceaſed gazing on him. 


We arrived at length at the Door of the fatal 


Apartment of the old Marqueſs ; it was ſo darken'd, 
that I cou'd diſtinguiſh nothing in coming in but two 
Wax-lights, whote feeble Glimmering was eclipſed 
by a large green Shade. My Lover {queez'd my 
Hand again a ſecond Time, ſigh'd once more, and 
left me in the middle of the Room, to go to his 
Father's Bed-ſide. My. Lord, (cried he in a faltring 
Voice) © here's lovely Fenny come to proffer you her 
Hand in Perſon ; would you have her approach ?? 
A low Voice, like that of a i erſon in Extremity, re- 
plied : Mat do you ſay, Son? The Marqueſs, who in 
the Agony he was under could not repeat the Words, 
bid For/an, the Gentleman I have often mentioned, 
tell his Father what 3 been ſaying, 


The 
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The old Margueſs had no ſooner underſtood what 


they were ſaying to him, but he cried in a weak 
Voice: Son, I am ſatisfied ; then remained filent. 


My Lover aſk'd him if he would not ſee me? 


Alas! replied he in broken Accents, I Hawe not 


Strength enough, however let her draw near. I did 


ſo with Fear and Trembling : the Margue/5 taking 
my Hand, preſented it to his Father. 
Man called for a Light ; one was brought, but it 
was with Difficulty he bore the Glare of it. He 


made Signs to have it removed, after which he 


ſeemed to muſe, and for a conſiderable time cat 
his Eyes ſometimes on me, ſometimes on his Son, 


Well, my Lord (faid this dutiful Son) how do you 
* find yourſelf >? Will not the Sight of what is ſo 
dear to you, afford ſome happy Turn? Alas / 

cried the old Man, it is too nuch, I hawe not Spirits: 
to ſupport the Foy. Then addreſſing himſelf to me: 
You jay nothing, O loo charming Jenny] are you come | 


hither againſi your Will? No, my Lord, (anſwer'd 
J, with a Reſolution I did not think myſelf capa- 
ble of) and I ſwear to keep inviolable the Pro- 


* miſes your Son has made in my behalf.” Hou 
generous isthis ] cried the old Marqueſs, why can't-| 


1 imitate it? 


Saying theſe Words, he made a Sign to For/an to 
approach him; after which the Gentleman preſent- 
ed his Hand, ſaying; he had Orders to conduct me 
I follow'd | 
him with a;fwollen Heart; but courageouſly reſiſted 


to the Apartment deſign'd for me. 


the Tears that were for ſome time ready to ſtart. 


Forſan took this Oppcrtunity as we wer? going. 


along, to aſk my Pardon, as he faid, for his nay» 


ing been impertinent to me; promiting wo be fo: 
ſubmiſſive. for the fut re, that | ſhouid forget his 


former Want of Reſ ect. I anſwered very cooly, 
that he had nv Excuies to make me; and that 
Truths, how ditagreeable ſoever they were, ought 
never to give Offeice, | 


The 
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The Apartment where he left me, was profuſely 
nagnificent; the Gilding, the Sconces, and fine 
nctures ſhin'd on all Sides. My good Aunt; who 
food in Admiration at all theſe things, made me 
chſerve them. For my Part I ſcarce ſaw or heard; 
ny Heart was in ſuch a cruel State of Dejection, 
that from ſuffering ſo much, I was almoſt inſenſible. 
J had not been long there, when the-Houſe-Stew-- 
ad came moſt reſpectfully to know if I would 
have Supper ſerved up. I want nothing, ſaid I: 
to him, and the greateſt Service you can do me 
z to let me retire to reft, He aſſured me, his 
Orders were to obey me as his Maſter, . and to take 
Care I wanted Nothing: . After this, I thought 
there was an End; but they laid a Cloth, and I 
was not a little ſurpriſed to ſee two Napkins : I: 
{1d to myſelf, ſure they don't know Barbara is 
my Aunt, and that ſhe fits at Table with mer My 

little Vanity was diſturbed on this Occaſion. 
When the Cloth was laid, a number of Livery-- 
Servants bringing the Diſhes, delivered them to the 
Houſe-Steward, who placed them upon the Table. 
He wore his Hat all the while. I was not us'd to 
tieſe Sort of Ceremonies ; and they ſerved to amuſe 
me, and diſſipate my Melancholy. 
The firſt Courſe was ſcarce ſerved up, when a 
Valet de Chambre appeared at the Door carrying 
two Flambeaux. How great was my Surpriſe to ſee 
him followed by my Lover! The Margucſs made a 
low Bow, and after preſenting his Hand. to place 
me at the Table, he ſat down over againit me with-- 
out ſaying a Syllable. 22 
A Sight ſo dear, and which I no ways expected, 
threw me into a freſh Trouble, but not yery inſup- 
portable. The Number of Servants in Waiting was: 
ſuch a Reſtraint, . that I ſcarce durſt caſt my Eyes 
to ards him, and as often as that happened, twas 
a ſtolen Gance. Methought, my Lover Row 
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leſs concern'd, than when I firſt ſaw him; this Di. 
covery produced a mortal Uneaſineſs. 


J eat little; the Margueſs was very attentive to 
ſerve me with every thing he imagin'd I could like, 


but faid not a Word. What is the Meaning, ſaid 


I to myſelf, of this Silence and theſe extraordinary 


Ways of Proceeding? I obſerved the ſame Con- 
duct, and never altered it during the whole Repaſt. 
As much afflicted as I was, I fat longer at Table 


than I intended. The Preſence of my Lover detain-| 


ed me. At laſt I made a Motion, which being tak- 


en for a Deſire of retiring, made the Margueſs riſe; 


he took me by the Hand, the Flambeaux led the 
Way, I was conducted into a Bed-Chamber, where 
I found two Women waiting near my Toilette, in 


order to aſſiſt in undreſſing me; one of them ad- 


vanced an eaſy Chair the Minute I appeared, the 
other ſtood ready to attend me. 


I was ſcarce ſeated, when the Margue/5 making 


me a very low Bow retired. I cait my Eyes on him 


at that Inſtant, and ſaw he was in Tears. This 


Sight overwhelm'd me, and in Spite of all my Ef- 
forts, I burit into a Fit of Crying. 
One of the Women, who was ſtanding behind 
my Chair, drew near, and with great Sweetnels 
begged I would not afflict myſelf, but employ the 
great ſhare of good Senſe, the World allow'd me to 


have, in ſurmounting my Diſtreſſes, admitting it to | 


be poſſible for me to have any in the ſplendid Con- 
dition | then was. Alas! (cried I ſobbing) I de- 
« ſerve it not; any Body but me would ſupport it 
better.“ After theſe Words, I aſk'd if a Woman, 
whom I had brought witi me, and lov'd, was re- 
mov'd from me? They told me, *twas quite other- 


wiſe, on the contrary, that they had all the Re- 


gard imaginable for her in Conſideration of me; 
that ſhe was then actually at Supper in the Steward's 
Parlour, and that 1 ſhould ſee her inſtantly. 5 
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This Anſwer pleaſed me, as well as the kind Be- 
haviour they obſerved towards me. When my Aunt 
came, I defired to be left alone, and was according- 


ly obeyed. I ſtood in Amazement at all this Re- 
ſpect ; and I judged it proceeded from their Con- 
fderation of my being already the Marchione/5 of 
J. J. I was not deceiy'd, that was the real Truth. 

I queſtion'd my Aunt very much about what ſhe 
heard talk'd of in the Houſe, and how they behay'd 
to her. © Ah! my God (cried ſhe with Joy painted 
upon her Face) a thouſand times better than I de- 
«ſerve; I have ſupped with the young Gentleman's 
« Nurſe, who was extreamly kind to me. To be 
© ſure, they take me for ſomebody, for even the 
very Houſehold-Servants, who are all dreſſed like 
ſo many Gentlemen, waited upon me, calling me, 
Miſi Bab forſooth. I knew not the Reaſon of all 
«this Civility : but, I can aſſure you, I never re- 
* ceived ſo much in my Life, and methinks I am in 
© Paradiſe. It is true, I believe that all this is on 
your account; but, all's one for that, if I am ob- 
liged to you for it, I don't enjoy it the lets.” 

If I had not interrupted my good Aunt, ſhe would 
have talked till the next Morning, ſhe was ſo tranſ- 
ported. Tho' I was not much inclined to ſleep, I 
was ſo oppreſs'd, that my Eyes clos'd themſelves in 
ſpite of me. Barbara perceiving it, told me with 
2 Yawn, I muſt go to Bed, and that ſhe would do 
the ſame with all her Heart.“ I aſked her if ſhe 
knew where ſhe was to lie? © Yes truly (replied ſhe, 
taking a Candle) you may be proud on it. Do you 
* imagine there's any. thing wanting here ? whilſt 
you was at Supper, did not the Nurſe come and 
© ſhew me all your Apartment, and the Chamber 
© allotted for me? Do but look (ſaid fhe making 
me paſs into a Cloſet adjoining) at this Damaſk 
* Field-bed! do you think I ſhan't ſleep well? Good 
God!] (cried ſhe laying her Hand on the Bed- 
clothes) * is it not a Sin to ſpoil all this? What 

fine 
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5- Curate ever ſuch a fine Surplice ?” At every Step 


my Aunt us'd ſach Exclamations, as would have 
made me laugh at any other time, She could never 
fay enough of all this Finery, and ſwore the King | 


was not better. accommodated. 


After patiently hearing a deal of Diſcourſe of this 
Nature, at laſt I got to Bed. It was not without 


Difficulty. I went to ſleep : there was ſomething ſo 


ſurpriſing in what had happened, that I could ſcarce | 
believe ſometimes but that it was all a Dream: 


theſe flattering Ideas were of no long Continuance. 


Ah! faid I to myſelf, cry ing bitterly, it is but too 
true ; I loſe for ever what T love ! Marrying the | 
Father, will there remain the ſlighteſt Hopes in re. 
gard to the Son? Great God! what have I done, 
ſaid I, into what Diſtractions has my Grief plung'd 


me ! ought I to have conſented to this ſhocking Sa- 


crifice? If it was determined that I never ſhould be 
united to my Lover, why did I not preſerve to my- 
ſelf the feeble Conſolation of being free, and loving 
him all my Life? Sleep at length ſtole upon me, 
and ſooth'd for ſome Hours my troubled Spirits. I 


was too much diſturbed for it to laſt long : twenty 


times I ſtarted, and fell aſleep again at different In- 
tervals. It was broad Day when I awaken'd, and 
Barbara, accuſtom'd to early riſing, had been up a- 


bove an Hour: ſhe aſk'd me if I was fick, ſaying, 


ſhe had heard me make heavy Moan. Alas! (an- 
ſwered |) © my Mind ſuffers more than my Body.“ 


So much the worſe (anſwered ſhe) © the Body will 


ſoon feel the Effects of it.“ Poor Barbara little 
thought how much Truth ſhe ſpoke: *twas not 


long before I knew it by fatal Experience. 


The Moment I was up, the fame Women I.had | 
diſmiſs'd the Night before, enter'd my Apartment, 


and begg'd Leave to dreſs me, in order to go to the 


Marqueſs, who deſired the Favour of ſeeing me as 


Joon as poſſible. I ſhudder'd at a Requeſt, I knew. 
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g be an Order, and fat down to have my Head. 
greſs d. f 

Caſting my Eyes, on the Pictures that hung in my 
apartment, I was ſtruck with a Face which reſem- 
Wed that of my Lover. What lovely Child's Pic- 
« ture is that?“ cried T with ſome Emotion. The 
young Margueſs's (replied ſhe who was dreſling. 
ne ;) © and that next to it is our firſt Lady, How! 
(aid 1) „ has the Marqueſs been twice married?“ 
No, Mademoiſelle (ſaid the Chambermaid) © but 
as we look upon you as our ſecond, I may be 
lowed the Expreſſion.” I was filent : this Diſ- 
courſe ſtruck me to the Heart. I could not bring, 
myſelf to look calmly on the Thought. Our Minds, 
Ike our Hearts, cannot ſuffer any thing diſagreeable, 
but make all manner of Efforts to remove it. 

was but juſt dreſſed when there came a Valet 
4 Chambre from the young Marqueſs, to know how 
[ had paſſed the Night, and if I was diſpoſed to go 
to his Father's Apartment. I anſwered, I was ready 
when he pleaſed ; and aſk'd how the ſick Lord did. 
The Valet de Chambre told me he had a very good 
Night, and that he ſpoke with much greater Fact. 
*lity than he had dene; which, they ſaid, was a 
good Sign, and gave great Hopes of his Recovery.“ 
Upon this comes Forſau, and told me they wait- 
«ed for me with Impatience, to read the Contract 
«to me that was juſt drawn up, and. to have it. 
4 ſign'd.“ | 3 

The very Name of Contract threw me into a 
cold Sweat: I thought, replied I, they would not 
perform that Ceremony till the Margue/5*s Recove- 
ry. © He'll take Care (anſwered the Gentleman. 
moſt unmercifully) not to delay his Happineſs -- 
© he has ſpent beſt Part of the Night in giving In- 
ſtructions to the Lawyer; and you yourlelf will 
be judge how much to your Advantage: there 
is not a Woman in all Paris, let her be who 
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e ſhe will, who would not be in your Place; i 
« leſs than three Months you'll think fo too.“ 

J don't well know how I got to the ſick Perſon 
Chamber: my Knees bent under me thro' Troub! 
and Weakneſs. I found two Strangers there, ont 


| jrſed. | 
Effort « 
i moves 
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i to you. 
was writing, whilſt t'other dictated at one End o gere ſ. 
the Room. | judged they were n upon th nd no A 
cruel Contract. mance WO! 
The old Margue/s was fitting up; as there wa crred the 
more light in the Room than the Night before, n ſpite 
was ſurpriſed to find his Looks ſo little altered, M rdly. 
what one might have expected. He took me by pes me, 
the Hand, and ſqueez'd it with much greater VioeWyorn'd 1 
lence than one could have imagined from his ConW;: Sacrit 
dition, gave Orders to be left alone with me, and mpted n 
then ſpoke as follows. The 1 
* Fenny, hear me; I have but two Words to fay.Wthey can 
© The State to which you ſee me reduced, is owinę ed me. 
to you; and if I recover, 'tis to you 1 ſhall be Jewels t 
* beholden for my Life. My Son aſſures me youſW©;jvres, 
© are ready to make me happy; Dubois has given caſe of 
me an Account after what an heroick Manner n Caſe 
vou conſented to this Sacrifice: it is not yet too whole E 
* late, ſay but the Word, and [I'll releaſe you was o 
and facrifice in my Tum the ſmall Remnant ofWM ts of it 
© Life I have yet to come. My Word is engag-M Tho? 
ed to your Son, my Lord, (cried I reſolutely) andi what ſur 
< I do not recall it: ſince ke loves you ſo well, aon; 1 
_ © tooffer you all he holds dear in this Life, I ought [the pri 


* to convince him that ſhe,” who has been judgedWM and he 
« worthy of his Love can likewiſe imitate his nobleM deſerve 
« Example.” Enough (anſwer'd he) call in my fruck n 
« Son, and let them read the Contract.“ | municat 

Whilſt they were obeying his Orders, the old Creat! 
 Margueſs aſk'd me, if being ſo near him was not of Re 
diſagreeable to me? I anſwered only with a low real 
Bow. My Lover came in; he was dreſſed like one Make 
going to a Party of Pleaſure: That Melancholy, MW * agree: 
which clouded his Face the Night before, was di- be fat 


perſed. 


ER” 
xerſed. How cruelly did I ſuffer ! © This ſecond 


lace; it 
o.“ Effort (cried his Father, giving him his Hand) 


Perſon'M: noves me as much as the firſt; your contented 
Troubl. Looks convince me, and prove how dear I am 
Te, on to you. I wiſh to God Maazmoiſelle (ſaid he) you 
End © pere ſo either in Behaviour or [nclination !* I 


pon thMY;:4 no Anſwer to make; the Caſt of my Counte- 


unce would have bely'd all J could have faid. I ob- 


ere waerred the young Margue/5 ſhun'd my Eyes, and that 
efore, n ſpite of an Air of Satisfaction, he ſuffered in- 
red, Mrardly. This Obſervation eas'd me a little: he ſtill 
me bihbres me, ſaid I to myſelf ; and like a Victim he is 


er Vio 
18 Con 
le, and 


xdorn'd with Chaplets of Flowers only to decorate 
the Sacrifice. The Reading of the Contract inter- 
upted my Reflections. ä . 

The Titles of the Parties were paſſed over, and 
they came immediately to the Articles that regard- 
ed me. I had a Jointure of four Thouſand Livres, 


ſevels to the Amount of one hundred thouſand 


to ſay, 
Owing 


hall be 


me you ivres, a Coach and a Houſe, with Furniture in 
S gweng caſe of my Huſband's Death without Iſſue. But, 
Mannern Caſe of Iſſue by him, I was to enjoy his 
yet toq whole Eſtate till the Children were at Age, when 
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| was oblig' d to account with them for the Pro- 
fits of it. 1888 | 

Tho? I underſtood little of Buſineſs, I was ſome- 
what ſurpriſed to hear no Mention made of his only 
on; I thought to myſelf he ought to have been 
the principal Party in this authentick Initrument, 
and he behaved himſelf ſo well in this Affair, as to 
deſerve to be conſidered in his Turn. This Idea 


in my 


ge old 


track me ſo ſtrongly, that I could not help com- 
municating my Thoughts of it. © She is an adorable 


Creature (cried the old Margue/5 ;) what J uſtneſs 
as nog of Reaſoning l what Fund of Equity f She is a 
a loi real Treaſure.” After this, he ſpoke to me: 
e one Make yourſelf eaſy, Jenny, my Son and I are 
hoh, agreed; every thing is ſettled betwixt us, he will 
dib: be ſatisfied, and ſo will you. © by 
erſed, | After 
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After they had read over the Contract, the; 
brought it to the old Margueſ to ſign. It wa 
then preſented. to the Son, who did the ſame; how 
ever, not able to conſtrain himſelf fo well, but that 
he let drop a Sigh. This Proof of the Violence he 
did himſelf, and the Tears which forced their Wa 
in ſpite of him, moved me to ſuch. a Degree, that 
T let the Pen fall twice from my Fingers before ! 
could ſign my Name. The old Margueſ, ſick a 
he was, obſerved it. © Ah! do not force her to it, 
eried he; then turn'd himſelf to the other Side. 
The Margueſs taking hold of this Interval threy 
himſelf at my Feet. Ah! what are you doing, 
« Jenny? (ſaid he all in Tears) have you a Mind 
I ſhould loſe my Father ?” The Accent with 
which theſe Words were pronounced made me trem 
ble to the very Heart, and I ſign'd my Name. 
The old Margue/5, whom his Son inform'd what 
J had done, turn'd himſelf round, and gave me hi 
Hand: © Enough, Jenny (ſaid he) I know your Sin 
* cerity, and am fatisfied ; the greater Difficulty you 
© had, the more generous is your Conduct.“ Aſter 
that: he declar'd he was diſpos'd to go to Reſt, anc 
order d Forſan to conduct me back again to m 
Apartment, and to uſe his Endeavours to amuſe me. 
We all went out of his Chamber, the Marque 
only remained; he waited on me to the Door, and 
made me Signs of Approbation and Satisfaction. 
Alas ! it gave me ſome imall Comfort: How cruel 
muſt one's Situation be, when obliged to catch a 
ſuck Trifles!  —- 1 6 
I was ſcarce got to my Apartment, but I found 
myſelf indiſpos d; they were obliged to put me to 
Bed; a Minute after a Shivering indicated a Fever. 
J underwent the Paroxiſm; it ſoon turn'd to a ho 
Fit, but did not continue, and I ſoon grew better. 
My Lover was intirely ignorant of What had hap- 
en'd to me: there was not one of the whole Fa- 
mily that did not adore him, and would not 21 
al 
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vid down their Lives for him. They all knew how 


t, they dear it had coſt him to make this Sacrifice to his 


It wa: 
) how 


he were made acquainted with what had befallen 


eek, ne, it might have Conſequences fatal both to the 
ir Wan father and Son. 8 2 
e, th However, it was impoſſible any longer to keep 
fore Im ignorant of my Situation. My Preſence had 
kick Mvork'd a Miracle in favour of the old Marqueſs; he 
to it sas viſibly recover'd thereby, and they had con- 
d ceived great Hopes. He was no ſooner come to 


tinſelf, but he had a mind to finiſh the Marriage; 
and he carried it with fo much Secrecy, that except 
hrſan, to whom he had given his Orders, every one 
imagined the Celebration of the Marriage would not 
Je perform'd the Evening after ſigning the Contract. 
His Son even did not know it, till the Prieſt was 
d whiWecome : he ſent for him, and ſaid, He had now but 
cone Proof more of his Tenderneſs to aſk, which 
(as, to conduct me into his Apartment: that the 
' Apprehenſion he was under of expiring every Mi- 
nute, made him deſire to have the Conſolation of 
| (leaving me his Name before it was too late“ The 
to my liargueſae, ever a good Son, ſtifled his Grief, and the 
better to prove his Zeal, went away precipitately, 
Win order to fetch me the ſooner: but what became 
r, andMo! him, when as he enter'd my Room they made 
bigns to him to tread ſoftly! *© How now! (cried 
he, being told that I was in Bed, and not knowing 


* /z{/e might not go to Bed before ſhe had ſpoke to 
„my Father?” Every body was ſilent; no one 
durſt ſpeak ; in fine, he would be obey'd. How 


Fever I vas he ſtruck after knowing all I had ſuffer'd! 
a hot Ah! (cried he in a pretty loud Voice) © this is what 
2tter. MW | always dreaded.” | 

d hap - I was not aſleep, theſe Words made me open my 


Eyes: I ſaw it was my Lover : Approach (ſaid I 
to him) © you ſeem troubled, what would you have 


father; and *twas apprehended with Reaſon, that 


the Cauſe) did not I ſend Word to defire Mademoi- 


« farther 


. 888% 
*« farther with me?” The Marqueſs fearing to of 


It laſt o 


preſs me afreſh, durſt not tell me the Nature of HM and Pic 
Meſſage, before he had enquired about my Healti her kn 
I anſwer'd him, that I felt no Pain, for fear of cit {mall ] 
ing him any Uneaſineſs. Theſe Aſſurances broug No, / 
him back to his Deſigns : he intreated me in ti aalled in 
tendereſt Terms to finiſh what I had ſo well begul dence 
The Calmneſs with which J anſwer'd him, “ nues, ) 
« ſhould have Reaſon to be content,” or the Notiofl® mult | 
he conceiv'd that he ought to inform me why m fake | 
Preſence was requir'd, left the Surpriſe might , care 0. 
caſion ſome cruel Accident, made him imprudentM The 
own the Reaſon why he preſs'd me to riſe. MMcmmenc 
Love for him was ſtill ſtrong enough to give hinMſeace th 
this freſh Inſtance of my Attachment. The Mau ter able t 
gueſs paſs'd into another Room; they dreſs'd me Hef appear 
and although my Legs trembled under me, and Cod, th: 
could ſcarce ſee out of my Eyes, I follow'd hin After th: 
and forced my ſelf to finifh this Sacrifice, let it ce firit 
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me what it would. | | 

Every thing was ready for the fatal Ceremon 

Upon entering the Room I was conducted to t 

Bed-ſide. The Prieft advanced, I gave myſelf an 
Lover for loſt. Reſolution yielded to' Nature; 
Shivering ſeiz'd my Limbs, and cold dewy Swe: 
ſpread itſelf over my Face: I gave a great Shriek 
and fell to the Ground. 

My Fainting ended in a high Fever, which re 
doubled, and brought me to the laſt Extremity ; th 
third Day it abated. But how great was my du 
priſe ! when offering to rub my Face, I found m 
Hand withheld, and was told, that the little Life 
had left, depended on keeping myſelf warm. Th 
made me judge myſelf in Danger; I begg'd t 
Perſon who tended me, not to diſſemble the Natu 
of my Illneſs. It was ſome time before J receir' 
an Anſwer; I could hear them cry, which on 
ſery'd to encreaſe my Apprehenſions and Impatienct 


, 
f 
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kt laſt one ſaid, © The young Lady's good Senſe 
and Piety will prevent any ill Conſequence from 
cher knowing it is the ſmall Pox.* © How! the 
« ſmall Pox ! (cried I) O Heavens! I am gone!” 
No, Mademoiſelle (replied the Prieſt who had been 
called in ;) © take Courage and place your Confi- 
(dence in God; if this favourable Turn conti- 
' nues, you will ſoon be out of Danger. Von 
muſt not flatter me, Sir, (replied I) for God's 
why mW fake tell me the real Truth, that I may take 


light care of my poor Soul.“ 

ruden ti The Clergy man approv'd of my Reſolutions, 
ſe. commended me for them, and ſaid, that the greater 
zive hi beace the Mind enjoy'd, Nature would be the bet- 
he Mater able to exert itſelf. Iwas under ſo great a Dread 
d me of appearing unprepar'd before the Judgment Seat of 
>, and Cod, that I confeſs'd myſelf with great Devotion. 
d hin After this I found myſelf much better, and, for 
t it colftie firſt Time ſince my Illneſs, began to reflect. 


My firſt Thoughts were, whether or no the young 
Vargueſs was acquainted with the Nature of my 
Ditemper. I was at a loſs how to get the Truth 


ſelf anom my Attendants, I was convinced they were 
ture; all at the old Margue/i's Beck, and conſequently 
y Swe would not be pleas'd at my aſking any ſuch Queſti- 
ShrielWons. After ſome Debate with myſelf, I pitch'd 


upon a Pretext 1 thought plauſible, which was to 
enquire after the old Masgueſs's Health. I was an- 
lwer'd, © that the Accident which happen'd to me 
in his Preſence, had like to have coſt him his 
Life, but that now he had been two Days out of 
Danger.“ And the young Margzeſs ? conti- 
med J. He is pretty well (anſwer' d they.) That 
fretty cell ſtartled me. Does he know (added I) 
rhat ails me?“ © God forbid he ſhould (replied 
tiey) © nobody dares inform him of it, as the Conſe- 
' quences might be fatal.” 

The lait Word ſtiuck me; it was a Slip, and 
liey end eavour' d in vain to palliate it. 1 concluded 
my 
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my belov'd Admirer was fick ; 


1 found it after 
-wards to be but too true. | 


However, I pretended not to fuſpe@ it. I 
:{folved to ke the firſt Opportunity with my Aunt | 
2 a talking, ſhe was too ſimple to diſguiſc 
the Truth; but Care had been taken to prevent mel 
When I enquir'd for her, Anſwer was made, thaf 
ſhe had deſir'd lexve to be abſent a few Days, fincd 
ſhe could be of no Service to me, and that ſhe would 


return after ſhe had finifh'd her Buſineſs. I ſaw thrg 
the Artifice, and judged ſomething was the matter 


which I muſt not expect to be acquainted withal| 


So much Uneaſineſs, or the Courſe of the Diſtem 
per, brought on the Fever again, and the Paroxiſ 
was ſo violent, that I was judged to be in extrem( 
Danger. When my Aunt heard this, ſhe would 
not be denied, but inſiſted on ſeeing me. As the 
gave me over, ſhe was at laſt admitted. 

{ooner ſet her Foot in my Chamber, but ſhe baw]' 
out, that ſhe was my Servant, and would have thi 
Management of me, otherwiſe ſhe would te 
every Body that they had kill'd me only to ve 
© her” This lucky Anger ſaved my Life. He 
Method was directly contrary to what had hithertg 


been obſerv'd; ſhe gave me Wine, took off ſom( 
Clothes by degrees when I was too hot; and in find 


was fo careful of me, that in four Days the Pocks 
which had begun to ſtrike in again, filled much bet 
ter than could have been expected. | 


Dear Barbara no ſooner ſaw this Change, but 
ſhe pronounced me out of Danger, and undertook 
to anſwer for my Recovery, provided they did nof 


teaze me as they had hitherto done. 
Theſe Words being reported to the old Marque/; 


who was on the mending Hand, and who had Rea} 


ſons, as will be ſeen very ſhortly, to ſend continual! 
to Enquire after my Health; theſe Words, I ſay 
forwarded the Acknowledgment of a Reſolution | 
had little Reaſon to expect: He ſent Dubvis to te 

| | m 
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ny Aunt, * ſhe might aſſure me, he would not give 
ame any farther Vexation; and that as ſoon as I 
« ſhou!d be recover'd, he would ſend me ſuch News, 
© as would obtain a Pardon for all the Uneaſineſs he 
« had created me.” Barbara having communicated 
this to me, calling all the Saints in Heaven to wit- 
neſs the Truth of what ſhe ſaid, I was ſo much re- 
liev'd by it, that in a ſhort Time I was much 
mended. 5 

Barbara took ſo much upon her in my Apart- 
ment, and there were ſuch ſtrict Orders given for 
every one to obey her, that I was no longer peſter'd 
with my former Attendants. I had two ſignal Fa- 
yours to beg of her, which hitherto I durſt not men- 
tion, becauſe the Moment I begun to ſpeak, ſhe 
took upon her and enjoin'd Silence, telling me very 
barihlv, 7 -muft either be ruled, or buried, This was 
ſo terrifying, that J Kid my Peace in a Moment; 
and no little Girl, though never ſo well bred, rer 
food more in Awe of her Mother; fo excellent a 
Means is Fear to promote Obedience. 

It was now the thirteenth Day of my IIIneſs, and 
fill T was not ſuffer'd to talk, when at laſt Liberty 
of Speech was a little indulged me. This was new 
Life. Ah! my dear Friend (cried I pulling her 
to me, and taking her about the Neck) “ to you it 
is that I owe my Life; I will never forget it.“ 
Let's hear no more of that (ſaid the gaod Creature) 
* I have only done my Duty, and deſerve no Praiſe 
* cn that Score; you have nothing to do but to get 
ell, that we may go back to our Village. That 
iz ſomething like a Paradiſe (continued ſhe, ſetting 
ter Hands on her Sides ;) © I prefer it to all your 
' fne Apartments and your Paris, where one 
* breathes nothing but Infections and Misfortunes. 
o, go, talks no more about it, one had better a 
hundred Times be poor, than pay ſo dear for be- 
ing rich. 


Vo. II. P My 
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My Aunt, who was always tranſported when ſhe | 


was thinking of her Village, faid a great deal to the WM he 
ſame Purpoſe; I let her vent her Humour; after ter 
which addreſſing myſelf to her: Now, my dear Tt 
Friend (ſaid 1) you muſt do me one Kindneſs, and ne! 
«© you will complete my Cure.“ I ü with it don't we 
* hinder it (replied ſhe ;) I'll lay a Wager you are 8 
* going to enquire after the Marques, the young bet 
one I mean; for as to the old one, I am not ſuch of 
* a Fool as to imagine you are any ways concern'd | Da 
* about him.“ * You gueſs right (ſaid I making * 

5 


much of her) where is he? what is he doing ?” 
If you muſt know (replied my Aunt looking down, hac 
which was her Way when ſhe told a Lye) he is in 
the Country, but will ſoon return.“ Ah! (con- 
tinued I) © how have I defery'd that you ſhould 
impoſe on me? I ſee plainly you no longer love 


«.me.”* Saying this, | turn'd to the other Side, | 2 3 
and feign'd to be very angry. There it is now 5 
(cried ſhe) © every Trifle puts her out of Humour; terr 
© if I don't anſwer her, ſhe cries; and if I ſhould, MW * bi 
* ſhe would cry much more: one does not know 10 
what to do] There is Plague enough with ſome but 
« ſort of People. | if I 
Leſs than this was ſufficient to alarm me very any 
cruelly, © Well then (ſaid I) ſince you will not the 1 
«« ſatisfy me, I will riſe and go myſelf.” ——* God exe! 
6 forbid, dear Child (cried my Aunt running to me.) 1 
Well then, compoſe yourſelf, and I will tell you and 
© the Truth, provided you promiſe to place your my 
Confidence in God, and not be vex' d.“ I pro- ditio 
miſed every thing ſhe deſir d; but, alas ! what did ſpar 
J hear? flecte 
That amiable Lover, of whom J was ſo fond, to d 
was taken ill upon my fainting away; the Con- on a 
ſtraint he laid upon himſelf, to give his Father I wa 
Proofs of a more than filial Tenderneſs, affected hs my ! 
Blood and threw him into a burning Fever. He Con 
crie 


talked and raved continually on me; when the 
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Paroxiſms came on, they were oblig'd to bind him, 
he having in one of them broke from thoſe who at- 
tended him, .and run to my Apartment to fee me. 
The Infection of the Small Pox, which he had 
never had, ſeiz'd him, and for eight Days tere 
were little or no Hopes of his Life. 

This Account overwhelm'd me : but I durſt not 
betray myſelf, for fear of not hearing the real State 
of my Admirer. My Aunt aſſured me, that two 
Days before, his Father having ſent him a Meſſage, 
he began to mend ; but every one agreed he would 
be very much mark'd, and become as homely as he 
had been hand ſome before he fell ill. 

«© Ah! what care l whether he be handſome or 
« not (I cried) if his Life is but ſafe. Oh! Hea- - 
% yens, how unfortunate am I, not to be in a 
« Condition to tend him! Yes, deareſt of Men, I 
** would never leave your Bed-ſide, you ſhould be 
„ cenvinced by my Tenderneſs in Barbara in- 
terruptgd me very ſternly, ſaying, © I had talk'd 


but foo much, that I muſt compoſe myſelf if I 


intended ever to be well.” TI was for replying, 
but upon her telling me in a reſolute Manner, that 
it I would not comply, I mult not expect to hear 
any more of the Margueſs, I yielded for fear of what 
ſhe threaten'd. I held my Peace ; but my Mind 

exerted itſelf, | 1 
The other Favour J intended to beg of my Aunt, 
and which gave me great Anxiety, was to conſult 
my Looking-Glaſs, that I might judge what Con- 
dition I was in, and whether the Small- Pox had 
ſpared me. I was very uncaſy, as often as I re- 
fleted that my Beauty might poſſibly vaniſh : but, 
to do myſelf juſtice, I muſt ſay it was not entirely 
on a Principle of Vanity, that I was txoubled ; tho 
I was fond enough of my Face, yet I did not carry 
my Folly to any great Exceis ; there was another 
Cauſe to which it was at preſent owing. Heavens ! 
cried I to myſelf, what will become of me if I grow 
22 | ugly t 
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ugly? Will my Lover know me again? Did not | 
that fatal Beauty inſpire his Paſſion? Will it not be 


extinguiſh'd with the Luſtre of what firſt created it? 
'This diſmal Thought pierced my very Soul ; it 
was in vain to comfort myſelt with reflecting on his 
generous Sentiments and Probity; ftill a Doubt re- 


main'd which overwhelm'd me, and this Appre- 


henſion was a Hindrance to my Recovery. 
The next Day I heard a piece of News which 
pleas'd me. Sr Fal was come, and appear'd incon- 


ſolable at the Recital of what IJ had gone through, 


and the Condition I was then in: he ſent me word, 
that as ſoon as ever it was practicable, he would wait 
on me to expreſs his Concern for my IIIneſs. 

He came ten times a Day to the Door to be in- 
form'd how I was. My Aunt added, that he never 
left his Couſin, and that the poor Lad had enough 
to do in tending two fick People: the two were the 
young Marqueſs and myſelf ; as for the Father, he 
was perfectly recover'd, as we ſoon learnt. 

I promis'd myſelf great Satisfaction in ſeeing this 
amiable Friend : I had a Proje& to execute, and 
which took up my Theughts for ſome Days. S.. 


Fal's Probity was too well known to me, to admit 


of the leaſt Diſtruſt, neither did I queſtion his Diſ- 
cretion, The Deſign was ridiculous enough, but 


' ſuited with the Delicacy of my Way of Thinking. 


It was always my Opinion, that a Humour may be 
indulged, provided it tends to nothing criminal, 
though a little out of the Way ; for that's nothing, 
where Pleaſure and Fancy find their Account. 
But, before I executed my Project, I was curious 
to diſcover what Effect the Small-Pox had on my 


Face ; with this View, I took the Opportunity of 
my Aunt's being in a good Humour, who was cer- 


tainly very excuſable if ſhe was ſometimes other- 


wiſe, conſidering her continual Fatigues. I deſir'd 


her, not without bluſhing, to bring me my Dreſſing- 


\ glaſs. © What to do (cried ſhe) not to ſhift your 


* Head- 
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6 Head- clothes, F hope ? Certainly you are not ſo 


* mad.” Lord, no (replied I) do you think I 
„would be ſo indiſcreet ? nothing but a little Cu- 


„ riofity?” —* Oh, is that all? (cried ſhe inter- 


rupting me;) What, you are afraid of being as 
© homely as the young Margue/ſs *® Nay, nay, if 
© that be all, make yourſelf eaſy. Til hold a Wa- 


ger you are not mark'd, thanks to my Lard, with 


* which you have been better- anointed, than Mr. 
* Gripart was, when cateh'd making Love to my 


* Niece.” I ſuffer'd the good Woman to have her: 
Talk out; after which I renew'd my Requeſt, and 


with ſome Muttering ſhe complied. 


Though I had reaſon to expect the Conſequence: 


of the Pocks, which J was ſenſible cover'd me all 
over, yet I was fo frighten'd at the hideous Rough- 


nels of my. Skin, which before was ſo ſmooth, that 
I ſcream'd out and let fall the Glaſs. I told you 
* what would come on't (cried Barbara picking up 


the Pieces; © you are much the better for your 
* Curioſity truly.“ Good God!] my dear Friend 
(ſaid I very impatiently) don't be ſo much con- 


*« cern'd for the Loſs ; I ſhould not value that, if 


% did not look ſo frightful.“ Marry come up 
(replied my Aunt) *© if you are a Fool (begging your 
Pardon) I can't help it: who told you that you 


© were ugly? I'll take my Oath, you will be hand- 
ſomer than ever. | . : 

I was ſo ſtrongly perſuaded of the contrary to 
what ſhe ſaid, that I cried bitterly. © Well or ill, 
* as our good Patron ſhall order it (cried Barbara ;) 


is this acting reaſonably, and deſerving the Bleſſing 


* of Heaven ? Go, you don't deſerve to have any 


Care taken of you; and, fince you have ſo little 


Confidence in my Skill, I. know what I'll do; 

I'll go back to my Village, and God for us all.” 

ee IE was ever her Threat, and I was ſure to 
ve it. | 
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In order to make my Peace, I promiſed her not 
do cry any more; but, upon Condition that I might 
fee myſelf again. Another Glaſs was brought. 
Whether through Prejudice, or from what ſhe had 
ſaid, I know not, but methought I did not ſeem ſo 
frightful as at firſt : to be better ſatisfied, I lifted up 
one of the dried Focks, and ſaw with Pleaſure that 
the Skin was ſmooth underneath. This put new 
Life into me, as it freed me from much Uneaſineſs. 


What meer Trifles affect us either with Joy or Sor- | 


row ! We are but Children at all Ages, Toys are 
Rill our Perſuit; under different Forms, it's true, 
but, in reality, much the ſame. 


The Day following afforded me ſuch convincing | 


Proofs of the Margueſs's Recovery, that I no longer 
doubted the Truth of what J was told concerning is. 
He wrote to me. What cy! His Letter conſiſted 
but of four Lines, and yet did me more good than 
all the Doctors and Apothecaries put together. 


F Am aſſur'd that you are upon the Recovery ;. this 
has wrought a perfect Cure in me: if your Love 


equals mine, you will not be long in following my | 


Example. Mas not my Honour engag d, I would tell 
you what urgent Motives I have to wiſh it. I muſt 
leave you to gueſs ; my Father Having reſerv'd to him- 


felf the Privilege of informing you. Adieu, my atartfi ; | 


make me eaſy as ſoon as poſſible. 


This powerful Remedy was ſo efficacious, that my 
Heart overflowing with Joy, gave new Vigour to my | 


whole Body. In two Days 1 had Strength enough 
to write an Anſwer. S. Fal, who was now admit- 
ted into my Chamber, and to whom I communicat- 
ed my Deſign, undertook to deliver it. F had en- 
gaged him to be true to me, nor was I deceiv'd. 


make me well, I fhould be able this Moment l 


| [1 F a Defire of ſeeing you, my dear Marqueſs, coull 
tell 
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to! you in P erfon that you ar 2 ; ny on ly | Happineſs: 
Vit alas ! notabithſſanding my Eagerneſs to behold you, 


Jam afraid I muſt expe a cold Reception. Jam 
uite altered; my few Charms are now no more, as 
I plainly diſcover abith my own Eyes: I only valued 
ihem, as they ſecured me your Aﬀettions: What can I 
think ? muſt I bewwail the Loſs of them? 


I waited Sz. Fal's Return with the greateſt Impa- 
tience ; never did Moments ſeem ſo tedious before. 
Ah! cried I to myſelf, the bare Idea of my. being 
grown homely, has perhaps effected what 1 ſo much 
dreaded ! What Blindneſs, that Men ſhould doat on 
a vain Outfide, which a vicious Turn of Mind often 
renders contemptible, and where the Eye is not taken 
at once, never give themſelves the trouble to examine, 
whether the Want of ſuch trifling Allurements may 
not be richly ſupplied from within ! Is it poſſible, 
that a Man to whom I had given my Heart, and 
whom I have ſo much eſteem'd, ſhould be ſo very 
worthleſs as to fix his Affections on a little more or 
leſs Beauty? His Anſwer put an End to my Cares 
and reſolv'd my Doubts. | 
St. Fal brought it laughing very heartily ; © you 
have occaſion'd (ſaid he) one of the moſt comical 
Scenes that ever happen'd.” Stay, (ſaid I) let 
me be ſatisfied here firſt, before we go any farther.” 
A Serenity appear'd in my Countenance on reading 
the firſt Words; he reproach'd me in the tendereſt 
Manner for doubting his Conſtancy, and the little 
Streſs I laid upon his Sentiments. Do you attribute, 
ſaid he, 10 your Charms, the Reſpect and Efleem my 
Heart tonceiv'd from the firfl Moment I was acquaint- 
ed with your amiable Character, embelliſh'd with fo 
many invaluable Dualifications ? Such igthe Beauty I 
admire, ſuch the Charms 1 eſteem, and which never 


The Letter concluded with bantering me; he at- 
tack'd me with my own Weapons, and ſaid, it was 
F'4 my. 
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y Buſineſs to furniſh myſelf with a new Proviſun of 
3 — 275 me to St. Fal for an Elie. 5s v7 
tion. This made me ſtill fonder than ever; and ] | 2 
was ſo charm'd with the Letter, that I kiſs'd it with | Th 
the greateſt Warmth. | | f 
| 92 Fal finiſn'd what the other had began. You mY 
don't know (ſaid he) that your Note has puta Thing MW ; . 
* into the 27arqueys's Head, which perhaps he had i Plea 
never thought on otherwiſe. After he had bit his the os 
Nails, according to Cuſtom, he call'd for a Looking. A 
glaſs, and having examin'd himſelf for ſome Time, ded 
*. ke cried out, Truly JI hade great Reaſon to be nie Ml , 435 
indeed and then: How ugly 1 am, St. Fal! Tie Ml 3 
*. Deuce take me, I ſhall never dare look Jenny in e _ 
Face again! ] burſt into a Fit of Laughing at his whe! 

Exclamations, and a Dialogue enſued that was plea- © manc 
ſant enough. I inſiſted upon hearing the Particu- be diſh 
lars.“ St. Fal finding it amus'd me, complied with. is po 
my Requeſt. We are never tir'd with talking of what III and] 
is dear to us, and it was paſt my Hour of Repoſe td 
fore I perceiv*d it. My good Aunt, who was inflexi- W , © - 
ble on that Head, took upon her, and, as ſhe was (in ei 
in the right, we readily ſubmitted. « myſt 

I was confin'd to my Bed eight Days more, but ' tice, 


the Time did not ſeem long. The amiable §7. Fl . ide 
brought me News of the Margueſs three Times 24 126 
Day, and he as often heard from me. The Meſ— 
fages I receiv'd from his Father, who frequently ſent rwer'd 
a Valet de Chambre to enquire how I did, bid me ei. 
haſten my Recovery, for that he deſign'd me a Pre. be at 
ſent, which would be highly acceptable. I durſt not « ſelf { 
interpret the Meaning of this, for fear of deceiving te pr 
myſelf, and encreafing my Vexation in caſe of a Dil- WW, . .. 


ointment. | un? 
1 know not whether the Mind has a F ore· knowledge Dy ;, 
of what is to happen, or only gueſſes at it; but I dn, 
enjoy'd a greater Serenity than ever I had experi- ee 
enced before: I had not a Moment's Uneaſineſs; or Na" 


if a little Cloud aroſe, a thouſand Rays of Hope well. Wc, Fa. 
f ground-. 
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grounded as I thought, without knowing why, ſoon 


diſpers'd it. This interior Tranquil:ity was a Fore- 


runner of the Happineſs which waited for me. 

The Day I began to ſit up, Dubois came from the 
Marqueſs to inform me he had receiy'd a Viſit from 
his Father, who was perfectly recover'd : * He ac- 
* knowledged that the Sight had given him great 
( Pleaſure, and renew'd his Senſe of the Oblig tion 
he ow'd me, being convinced, that next to God he 
iwas beholden to me for his Father's Recovery.“ He 
added, that though there was no Mention of it, he 
did not doubt but his Father was of the ſame Opi- 
nion, and that notwithſtanding he was forbid ſeeing; . 
me till farther Orders, he was not alarm'd at it, 
© when he conſider'd the Manner in which the Com- 
mand was impoſed.” Dubois encouraged me not to 
be diſhearten'd at this. The old 1argue/5 (ſaid he) 
{is poſitive, and will be obey*d, but good-natur'd 
and juſt at the ſame time, and I think his going in- 
to the County no bad Omen; doubtleſs he has his 
' Reaſons, and I'll lay a Wager, we hear from him 
in eight and forty Hours time. Such is the Man, 
i myſterious to the laſt Moment; but, to do him Ju- 
' ſtice, never obſtinately in the wrong, nor eaſily dif- 
ſuaded from what is right.” 

I aſk'd Dubois, if he thought the old Marqueſs 
e wonld ſee me before he left the Town?” No, (an · 
ſwer'd he) © for he dreads a ſick Perſon like Death it- 
 {e;f. And certainly his Tenderneſs for his Son muſt - 
be at the highelt Pitch, ſince he could conquer him- 
' ſelf ſo far as to make him a Viſit; and if you knew 
the Precautions he took before he enter'd the Room, 
'and the Diſtance he kept when there, you would + 
"conclude his Apprehenſions border'd on Folly.” 

Dubois added, that he took. his Nephew with 
him, tho? it was eaſily diſcern'd that the Journey 
was no ways agreeable; but that his Com plaiſance 
would prevent his ſhowing any Dillike.” Indeed, 
v, Fal's Character ſurpaſſes every thing I ever met 

5 | with; i 
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with ; and the Woman, who is ſo happy as to engage 
his Affection and become his Wife, may juſtly boat 
ſhe poſſeſſes the Phoenix of Men. 
Dubois and I were very deep in Converſation, when 
T heard a Noiſe at the Door. Go, (ſaid. I to my 
Aunt) „and ſee who it is.“ Ah! ah! (cried D. 
bois, ſeeing the Door ſet wide open by one of the 
old Margaeſs's Valets de Chambre) it is he himſelf 
come to bid you adieu; his Affection muſt be very 
* great to have brought him hither.” It was the 
old Marqueſs, who ſtopping ſhort about four Steps 
from the Door, call'd out, I am come to know 
„how you do, and take my Leave. I turn'd to- 
wards the Door, and congratulated with him on his 
Recovery. I have a great deal to ſay to you (con- 
tinu'd he) „at our next Meeting: I am order'd to 
« take the Country Air, and am going; but, we 
*« ſhall ſee one another ſhortly : in the mean time, 
„ Tl ſend a Lady to keep you Company, a parti 
% cular Friend of yours, and one you will be glad 
„ toſee Farewel, lovely Feuny, take care of your: 
« felf ; remember it is I who deſire it; our Separa- 
tien will be but ſhort.” Saying this, he made a 
low Bow and retir'd. | 
St. Fal came the next Moment. Well, charming 
* Fenny (ſaid he) you have had a Viſit from my] 
»Unkle; it's a great Sacrifice, he makes to you. 
I am overjoy'd (anſwer'd I;) but, can't you in- 
„ fo;m me, who this Friend is that he will ſend, and 
] ſhall be fo glad to ſee?” It is a Myſtery (te- 
plied the Count) he would not let me intd the 
Secret; but, he loves to ſurpriſe every body. 
« Certainly (ſaid I) it muſt be Sf. Agnes he means.” 
© That cannot be trepiied Sz. Fal) for ſhe is gone out 
© of Town; I ſaw both her ard her Huſband ſince 
my Return; they came to enquire aſter, your 
Health before they ſet out. How] (cried I) hi 
« ſhe been ſo obliging, and I know nothing of it? 


My Aunt, who came in, aſſur'd me, the Lady * 
| | _ .* Jenk 
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ſent conſtantly every Day, but that I was then ſo ill 
that it was improper to let me know it. 

Still my Head run on this Friend I was promis'd, 
but could not imagine who it could be. Sz. #a/'s 
taking his leave, and his generous Reſolution, as he 
faid, to make Love give Place to Friendſhip, was 
very moving, and bani{t'd all other Thoughts: in 
return for ſo noble a Conduct and ſuch Diſintereſted- 
nefs, I promis'd that my Study ſhould be to deſerve 
it ; in which I have been as good as my Word. 

Dinner was but juſt over when I was told that a 
Lady enquir'd whether ſhe could ſee me without 
giving any Uneaſineſs: I guefs'd it was the Perſon 
about whom I had been ſo inquiſitive : My Anſwer 
waz, that I lorg'd to fee her. Alas! nothing was 


ever ſaid with greater Truth: it was Madame de 
G——-, I ſcream'd fer Joy, and open'd my Arms to 


receive her, ſhe threw her ſelf upon me. The Plea- 


ſure of ſeeing each other after fo long 2n Abſence, 


© 


was too great not to bereave us both of Speech for 


ſome Time. At laſt I broke ſilence, crying cut, 
is it you, Madam? Nay, then let Fortune do its 
* worlt, if I have found you again; in all the ſe- 
* vere Trials I have und-rgone ſince I was torn frem 


you, my Mind has ever preſerv'd your dear Idea. 


++ The Pledge you left me of your Fri. ndihip, the 
«© dear Picture, which J have kiſs'd a thouſand 
« Times, is a ſilent Witneſs“ —— | 
(cried Madame de G interrupting me) * ſhe is 
till the ſame ; her Gratitude charms me.“ Her. 
Expreſſions on the Occaſion were very tender. 

Two Hours were ſpent in mutual Endearments. 
As deſirous as I was of knowing how TI came to be 
beholden to the old Margucſ for her Company, good 


breeding, methought, made it neceſſary to enquire 

firſt after Monſieur de & . She told me, he was 

at his Seat, where he. impatiently expected the 

Pleaſure of ſeeing me. How! (cried I) ſhall I 

ever be ſo happy as to live again with my worthy 
P 6 


«© Mam 


Poor Thing! 
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„s Mamma!“ Ves, my dear Child (replied Ma. . 


dame de G 


) © that is the Motive of my coming 


* here: but I am afraid I ſtall not enjoy you long, | 
© You ſeem ſurpris'd? On the contrary you ought 
to be pleas'd; but, afk no Queſtions, .I have pro- 
* mis'd Secrecy, and mult not be worſe than my, | 


Word.“ 


So many Precautions taken to keep me from the 


Knowledge of what ce tainly regarded me very near. 


ly, gave me ſome Uneaſineis: I own'd as much to | 
Take Courage (replied ſhe) you: | 
© may be aſſur'd I ſhould never have been pitch'd | 
© upon to give you any Vexation; it's too well | 
* known how dear you are to me.“ But, Madam, 
(ſaid ) you are not appris'd, I dare ſay, that my | 
1 preſent Condition is owing to what J have under- | 
„gone?“ I know the whole Affair (continued 
the good Lady) ** it: was not the. old Margqueſs's. 


my dear Friend. 


Fault, as you think, that you were not married to 


him: your Apprehenſions were too precipitate, the 
Evil was but imaginary—— Let this ſuffice, (ſaid! | 


ſhe breaking the Thread of her Piſcourſe) if you 


love me, don't oblige me to ſay any more. Know-. | 
ing my Fondneſs for you, I am diffident in myſelf; 


and will never pardon you, if you give me any 
* Cauſe to repent my Tenderneſs. | 
I was convinced was not to expect an Eclair- 


ciſſement; notwithitanding my eager Curidſity, I de- 


ſiſted from importuning her. | aſd a thouſand 


Pardons for my Imprudence, promiſing ſhe ſhould 


have no Reaſon to complain of me a ſecond Time. 


She took me in her Arms, and expreſs'd a Regret 


for being upon the Reſerve, declaring an entire.Con- 
fidence in me, of which ſhe ſhould very ſoon give 
convincing Proof. 

This dear Friend never left me during my Reco- 
very. It was ſoon completed; as beard every Day 
from my Lover concernipg his Affairs, my Heart 
enjoy'd a perfect Tranquillity, and my Health was 
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entirely eſtabliſſid: excepting a little Redneſs, it was 
ſcarce diſcernible that I had ſo lately recover'd from 
the Small- Pox. I promiſed myſelf a delicate Pleaſure. 
in ſurpriſing the //argueſs, who, from my Letters 
and Se. Fal's Information had concluded that was 
very much ſeam'd. We may talk of the Mind, and. 
doubtleſs it has its Force, but a little Beauty is of 
great Service. Alas! my Charms were only culti- 
rated for my Lover's Sake; I knew no other Uſe of 
them than what my Tenderneſs for him inſpir'd. 
Madame de G finding me fit to go abroad,. 
aſk'd if I was willing to go into the Country with 
her? I anſwer'd by embracing her very affectionate- 
ly : Something. dictated to me, the Journey would 
rove fortunate. | 
The Day before we ſet out, I defir'd Madame de 
G—— to permit me todo my Devotians, in order to 
tank God for ſparing my Life. Your pious Senti- 
*meits [ commend (replied ſhe) and am deſirous of 
* partaking in your Devotion by accompanying you. 
As to our particular Merit, where a due Compli- 
*ance with what Religion requires, is wanting, it is 
* of ſmall Weight. The Ule of the Sacraments is a 
powerful Preſervative againſt our own Weakneſs, 
and the Dangers which ſurround us on all Sides. 
© Your Piety, Ferry, (continued ſhe) edifies me; 
' perſevere ; ; Heaven, which never abandons thoſe 
who place their Confidence in it, will. bring you to 
your wiſh'd-for Port. | 
Who would have imagin'd that a Day I had ſet 
apart for ſo holy an Action, aud confecrated to a 
holy Repoſe, . ſhould prove a Day of Trouble and 
Vexation ? + Bat, , ſuch it was; and had it not been 
for Madame de & , whom I was ſo happy as to 
have with me, I muſt have lodged that Night in Pri- 
lon : This may appear ſtrange ; but it is no Fiction. 
was recollected in Meditation after Communion, _ 
when I found myſelf pulled by the Scarf : Turning 
my Head about, ſomething ſurpris'd at the Liberty. 
e which. 
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which was taken with me, I diſcover'd to my na 
ſma'l Terror the Man with the great Whiſkers who | 


belong'd to Mr. des Roches, he who inſiſted on being 
my Huſband, and had given me ſo much Trouble. 


You are catch'd at laft, cried the Sabiſs; If you make N 


your Eſcape from my Maſter you will be very cumming : 


Hz fall know you are here, the Sergeauts will male | 


you walk. Well, well, yau ſhall oe taught better Mau- 


ners for the future. 


Let any one imagine my Surpriſe, or rather Per. 
plexity ; as ill Luck would have it, I had no one near | 
was in another Part of the | 
Church, where I had left her when I went up ta the | 
Altar; but, I preſently reſolv'd how to behave. I 
concluded, that I was not in Danger of being inſulted | 
in ſo holy a Place; this Reflexion encouraged me to } 
preſs through the Crowd, which was very great, and | 
at laſt I reach'd Medans de & What is the | 


me; Madame de G 


Matter? (ſaid ſhe, looking at me) You are much al. 


s ter'd; are you ill?” I told her what had happen'd, 
and ou d her the Valet with the Whiſkers, who had 
folow'd me, and was ſtanding at my Elbow. She pre- 
ſently took the Thing, for I had before acqu.inted } 
her with my Adventure ; ſhe only ſmiled inſtead of | 
comforting me. Be eaſy (Aid ſhe) there 1s not the | 
© Jeaſt Shadow of common Senſe in the Affair; and | 

if your pretended Huſband dare to give you any far- | 
„ther Trouble, as blind as he is, he ſhall be made to | 


ſee his Folly.” 
When Service was Cone, Madame de G—— roſe 


up, and bid me follow her. Paſſing along, I fawa | 
great Buſtle in the Bottom cf the Church; the People | 
whiſper'd one another, and it was evident ſomething | 


had happen'd. Madame de G=— order'd one of our 


Attendants to enquire what was the. Occaſion of the 


Diſturbance ; he preſently return'd, ſay ing, there 
were Sergeants at the Dcor waiting to take ſome- 


body into Cuſtdy. This is defign'd (aid I to my 


worthy F mend), ** againſt me.”* Don't be afraid 
(an- 
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(nfwer'd ſhe) * am not I with you?“ I took Heart 
again and reach'd the Door. But how was J ſurprig'd. 
to find there the blind Man, the little Boy,  and'a 


- 


Gentleman holding a Woman by the Hand, and diſ- 


puting with my pretended Huſband ! . 
lt is very ſurpriſing (ſaid the Gentleman) that 


© notwithſtanding your Misfortune of being Blind, 


and this. Gentlewoman's Aſſeverations (meaning 
her he led by the Hand) © that you ſhould perſiſt in. 
« Cenying her to be your Wife, becauſe your Son, 


who never ſaw her, tells you it is not her.“ The 


Man with the Whiſkers, who ſtuck cloſe to me, hearing 


this, put in his Word, ſaying aloud, My Maſter is 


ia the right, that is not his Wife ; this is ſhe, pointing 
to me. This drew the Eyes of the Aſſembly upon 
me. Madame de G ſeeing the Confuſion [ 
was in, bid the Servants clear the Way, and order'd 
the Coach. to pull up. The Stranger made a Sign 
that ſhe was the right Wife, and told the Crowd, 
the Affair was as ſhe ſaid, and that it was a Folly 


to queſtion it. The blind Man, as obſtinate as a 
Mole, inſiſted he was right, and was for having 


both the Women taken into Cuſtody, ſaying, he 
had obtained a Warrant for that Purpoſe, and would 
have it ſerved. This notable Deciſion made every 
one laugh; but the Perſon who was entruſted with 
the Execution, gave him to underſtand that he muſt 
chooſe, and that very juſtly, for he, had no Mind 
to bring himſelf into Trouble for him. We heard 
no more than this; we got into the Coach: Ma- 
dame de G 's Equipage made ſuch a Figure, 
and appeared to belong to a Perſon of fo great 
Quality, that though the Officer bawl'd out to have 
us ſtopt, nobody was bold enough to execute his 

Orders. ER or 
Madame de G 
with my tears, and thought the Adventure very ex- 
traordinary, ordered a Servant to ſtay and ſee the 
Event. He informed us that the Man with the 
; + Whiſker, 


„Who was highly diverted 
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Whilkers had follow'd us by his Maſter's Order, | 


* {till poſitive that I was his Wife; but that upon 


the Margaefs's Foot-men giving him chaſe, he | 
* was ſo terrified, that he took to his Heels with- | 
| pretended | 
©- Huſband, he was at laſt brought to Reaſon, his 
* Wite having ſpoke to him in private, and given 


© out looking behind him; that as to my 


„him ſuch convincing Proofs, that he owned to 
*-his Friend he had been miftaken ; 
© Serjeants were diſcharged as uſeleſs, his Wife 
having declared, that ſo far from avoiding her 


„hen ſhe heard he was not dead, as had been 
reported.“ All which was the more eaſily credit- 
ed, as ſhe had lived with a Relation of her Huſ. 
band's, who. came, having been ſent. for expreſsly, 
and confirmed what the other had faid ; the blind 


Man knew her by her Voice, and thus ended the | 


Affair. | | 

The next Day we ſet out. Madame de G —, 
as ſoon as we were out of Town, ſaid, “ the Tediouſ- 
*-neſs of the Journey mult be alleviated by ſome- 


thing that was amuſing : Hitherto (ſaid ſhe) I 
have had no- Opportunity of telling you abun- | 
dance of things, and acquainting you with what I. 
It's highly 


* have gone thro' ſince I ſaw you. 
reaſonable, my dear Child, as ſuch I have always 
«.confidered you (continued this worthy Lady em- 
bracing me) it is highly reafonable 1 ſhould make 
a Return for your Confidence in me, by giving 
you mine. You know Mr. de G——, and his 


FTaſte for Women; you will eaſily gueſs I am 


going to entertain you with his Gallantries : [ 
© have ſuffered from them of various Kinds: I bore 
« it all patiently for a long while, becauſe his Be- 
haviour was ever reſpectful to me; but perceiv- 
ing his Conduct chang'd all on a ſudden, and that 
I was in Danger of loſing him intirely, I reſolr- 
ed to dive to the Bottom of the Affair, and em- 


ploy 


* my - 


that the | 


- Huſband, ſhe had ſearched every where for him, 
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C267 1 
« ploy all Means poſſible to break off an Engage- 
« ment, which ſeemed to be attended with worſe 
« Conſequences than any of the reſt. ; 
This was no eaſy Taſk, Monſieur de G———,. 
« as you mult have obſerved when with me, makes 
da Myſtery of every thing, and carries an Appear- 
« ance which deceives, and ſcreens him from Cen- 
© ſure. I was much perplexed how to act. That 
© he was deſperately in Love, even fo as to neglect. 
his private Affairs, a thing not uſual with him, 
and ſcarce ever at home, was evident ;. but how 
© to diicover this Object of his Paſſion, was the 
« Difficulty. To endeavour. to gain over thoſe of. 
his Servants who were in the Secret, was loft la- 
© bour : as they were more in his Intereſt than 


mine, my Enquires, of which he was doubtleſs. 


informed, ſerved only to augment his Precautions, 
and encreaſe his Coldneſs to me. This threw me 
into great Trouble, nor could I diſcern any way. 
© of extricating myſelf. | | 
One Day when I was more melancholy than 
' uſual, my Huſband having for the firſt Time been 
' very rough with me, Chri//;na, that truſty Ser- 
grant you remember at my Houſe, found me in. 
© this Condition, and preſſed me ſo very earneſtly to 
know the Occaſion, that, prevail'd on by the 
© Grief ſhe ſnow'd, I diſcovered the whole Affair 
to her: ſhe tald me I was too good. natured, 
' and that inſtead of crying at that rate, which 
might prejudice my Health, I ought-rather to 
think af putting an End ta his Irregularities and 
my own Vexation. What would you have me 
do? replied J, is it poſſible for me to-hinder his. 
liking another and ſlighting me? Yes certainly, 
' anſwered Chri/lina ; Men, Madam, arg,juft what 
we pleaſe to make them. I would lay all Iam 
(worth in the World, if it were poſſible for me 
to be in your Place, that I would ſoon cure him 
\.of his Paſſion for his Miſtreſs, and make him. 
| | more 


4 
* 


358 | 
more in Love with me than ever. 
be extremely difficult, replied I, for two Rea- 
ſons : The moi important of them is, I have no 


of this Piece of Flattery, Monficar de G 


J ſhould extinguiſh his preſent Flame, he would 
ſoon fall back, and all my Endeavours would 
only ſerve to bring on new Troubles, and e- 
ſtrange him from me perhaps for ever, particular- 
ly ſhould he diſcovers my Practices. I allow this | 
laſt Obſervation to be juſt, replied Chriſtina, af. 
ter a ſhort Pauſe ; I would never adviſe a Wo- 
man to appear to lay any Reſtraint upon her 


gances, and never fails of rendering the Wife in- 
ſupportable. Nay, the Obſtacles laid in his Way 
frequently give a ſharper Edge to his Appetites, 
and heighten the Enjoyment. This is my No- 
tion, and I believe well: grounded. | : 
© I knew 3 had been well educated, and 
did not want for Wit; but, I ſhould never have 
imagined ſhe was Miſtreſs of ſo much good Senſe. | 
[ agreed with her in the Principles ſhe laid down, | 
as I aſſured her, and which I had ever religioul-| 
ly obſerved. So much. the worte, Madam, re- 
plied Chriſtina; on ſome Occaſions we ought to 
ſtrike out from the common Rules, the great Art 

is to time it fight. | | 
© Give me leave before I mention the proper Me- 
thods, as I think, for reſtoring your Tranquilli- 
ty, to amuſe you with an Adventure I had ſe- 
veral Years ſince with your Huſband Mr. de G—, 
which has ſome Connection with what I have had 
the Honour to ſay to yon, and which I never yet 
< related to you. It was always my Opinion that " 
= © ougt 
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Huſband : it is often an Excuſe for his Extrava- 
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i out a 


. | 
longer that Youth on my Side which enchants—-— ov 
As if you were not {till as handſome as an Angel, 
replied Chriftiva very complaiſantly ? The other MW: vie 
Reaſon is, continued I without taking any Notice MI « * 
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ould 3 i ought to be ſatisficd with doing our Duty, with- 


Rea- out arrogating the Praiſes of others on that Ac- 
e no oF count. For, to what Purpoſe would it have been at 
ts MF that time to acquaint you with it, unleſs it were 


gel, WF to give you an unprofitable Vexation, and render 

ther . mvielf ſuſpected ? ; 

Dtice oF © | was about eighteen, when Mr. de G —, 

— IF whoſe Heart perhaps was not then otherwiſe en- 

tho' WF raged, began to fancy me. I had not the Ho- 
nour at that time, as you may remember, Ma- 


ould WF dam, to be ſo near your Perſon as at preſent ; 
d e- WF taken up with waiting on. your Daughter, I 
ular- oF thought of nothing but how to pleaſe and ſerve 
' this her: my Ambition went no farther, every thing 
_ ' elſe ſeemed of no Conſequence to me. 

Q- 


One Day when my young Lady was gone with 
| her you to the Opera, Mr. de G —— came into. my 
HY © Room, where I was ordering ſome little things 
fe in- of my own in Mademor/elle's Abſence, What! 
Y © cried he, are you all alone Chriftiza? I thought 
© you had been with my Daughter at the Opera? 
No- 1s it that you are not fond of ſuch things, or is 
my Wife ſo barbaroũs as to refuſe you ſuch an 


and WM « amuſement ? My Anſwer was only a Yes, or a 
have No, I don't recolle& which; but his coming in- 
denſe. to my Chamber made me colour very much: 
own, * He had never ſpoke to me before, ſo that it was 
gioul- an Honour quite new to me; beſides, I had heard 
1, I © of his Taſte for young Women; your Ladyſhip's 
zut to © Chamber-maids frequently talked of it, and I al- 
it Art ways took care to overhear them. 

It was this which occaſioned the Confuſion I 
r Me- was in. I trembled, not knowing which way 
quilli to turn myſelf. He eyed me from Head to Foot, 
ad ic-W and the greater Eagerneſs he expreſs'd fn viewing 
G—Y © me, the more my Conſternation increaſed. You 
e bad are very Charming, Chriftina, continued he pre- 
er yet ſenting his Hand: Do you know I am determin- 


* ed to make your Fortune, and thatfrom-the time- 
C. 
you. 


— 2 at as 
A W - 


Paris ſo amiable. 


360 


you came hither I have been contriving it 7 You 
are too generous, Sir, replied I ſtill bluſhing, tofl 
concern yourſelf about ſo inſignificant a Perſon | 
am not fo partial as to think myſelf worthy yourf 
What do you call worthy, ſaid hef 
interrupting me? I vow, I ſee nothing in all 
Why, your Complexion is 
charming, your Eyes raviſh one; let me hayel 
Saying this hel 
drew nearer by Degrees. Heavens! Sir, cried I, 
leave me, I beg; if my young Lady's Govyer- 
neſs ſhould happen to come, and ſhould find I 
have the Honour of your Converiation, . ſhe will 
certainly inform your Lady ; I ſhall be feverelyf 
- chid, and not without Reaſon : I am not one of} 
Don't be afraid, repiied he, I am] 
upon the Watch; and as for the mean Opinion] 
you have of yourſelf, it is entirely groundleſs. 
For know, Chriſtina, that any Man, even of the 5 
greateſt Quality, would think himſelf completely | 
happy to become an Equal and enjoy the Com- 


Attention. 


the Pleaſure of gazing on them. 


thoſe- -— 


pany of ſo charming a Creature. 
© Saying this, to which I anſwered as before, he 


came up to me, and took the Liberty of remov- 
ing my. Neck-handkerchief. I thought it was 
time to be very loud, imagining, the Fear of be- 


ing ſurpriſed with me, would make him retire; 


but I was miſtaken: he had the Precaution to 


ſend all the Servants out of the Way under differ- 


ent Pretences, and I found myſelf to be entirely 


in his Power. This was evident: for tho' I had 
cried out twice, he was proceeding to Extremities, 


- I was terrified, but did not loſe my Preſence of 
Mind. Well, Sir, ſaid I looking earneſtly at him, 
make my Fortune, and I am yours. With all my 
Heart, replied he very joyfully, make your own 
- Terms, which I will accept of, on Condition 
you return my Love. Agreed, anſwered I very 


courageouſly. Give me in Hand a hundred Low 
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vou 07 to obtain my Father's Liberty, being con- 
g, tog ned on Account of that curſed Tax which ruins 
ton b many Collectors and other brave Fellows: Af- 
your ter this you muſt buy me a Houſe, and provide 


id he for me that I need not go to Service, and then 
in all l love you as much as you can deſire. Done, 
on i; cried Mr. de G ——— quite tranſported ; ſhake 


Hands, and take this Kiſs as Earneſt — No, 
ir, replied | bluſhing more than ever, you muſt 
begin with ſurer 'Tokens of your being ſincere, 


have 
his hel 
ed I, 
zover-} 
find [WF but reaſonable, anſfwer'd Mr. de G „ fur- 
e will priſed no doubt to find me fo coming and more 
rerely alert than he expected; I'll run to my Cloſet and 
one of fetch the Money: Stay here, I'Il return in a Mo- 
Jam) nent. | 

pinion © He was no ſooner out of my Room, but I made 
\dleſs, MW ny Eſcape. I flew up ſtairs to one of your Wo- 
of the nen who lay ill, and conſequently I was ſure to 
letely I ind: He'll not come after me, ſaid I to myſelf, 
Com-M ind for the future I'll take care never to be alone, 
Did fo prevent his having an Opportunity of 

re, he plaguing me. 
emov- © 1 was as good as my Word. Two Years paſs'd 
it was MW vithout his being able to ſpeak to me; he loſt his 
of be- Labour in watching for an Opportunity: I was 
etire; Mon my Guard, and baffled all his Attempts, | 
ion to I was now perſuaded that M. de G ——— had 
differ-M entirely forgot me, when riſing one Morning 1 
ntirely W beard him in his Daughter's Room. As my Bed 
I had food in one of the Cloſets, I could eaſily hear 
mities hat paſſed. I was not ſurpriſed at his early 
ice of W'iliog, which was cuſtomary, but at his com- 
t him, Ning into my Lady's Apartment, and that her 
all my I Chamber- maid had opened the Door withofit call- 
r own ng me. I grew uneaſy, my Door was not faſ- 
adition I tened, but | immediately bolted it very ſoftly ; 
I very I being ſecured from any Viſit, if he ſhould have 
1 Louis Wken it into his Head, I liſtened to the Conver- 
Or | * {ation 


than the Kiſs you Offer; the Money, Sir. That 
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* ſation with all the Curioſity of a Girl of ort 
Age. as f, 


What! would you have me, Sir, complain t By 
my Mother of Chri/tina ? ſaid my dear Miſtry * ſurp 
For what Reaſon ? The poor Girl never deſervaM ſhou 
ſuch Uſage from me. That is nothing, replie © uh 


Mr. de , do as | bid you; *tis for ha « forn 
Good that I put you upon it: while ſhe ſlay « top! 
here, ſhe will not hear of being ſettled. I kno all a 
a proper Party for her, and when you are aff © Clof 
quainted with the Afr, you will approve M puſh 
the Propoſal, Is it poſſible you ſhould hay « g.ve 
ſo little Regard for what I ſay, as to heſitate M « {14d 
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Moment! 0 * ed tc 
* Mademoiſelle de G——, unable to prevail wi have 
* herſelf to ſay any thing ag inſt me, knowing i out 
tender Reſpect I had for her, till endeavoured M © Fam 
evade doing it. Her Father flew into a Paſliof © :ne 
Well, cried he riſing up, I have done; but tal he h: 
Notice, I'll never forget your refuſing me. * who 
This was more than enough to influence yo to br 
* Daughter, who always had, as you know, M A. 


dam, an uncommon Reſpe& for her Parents. $ 
called back M. de & 


« me a; 


, who had pretended WF and] 


go away, and promiſed to be directed by hum. MW From 

Since you know how to behave, replied he, rotic 
am willing to, forget what is paſs'd 3 but it i so tr 
« on Condition you punctually perform what I to be 
* quire of you. Tell your Mother that you ha fend 
« perceived of late that CHriſtina is in Love; M «© C/ 
ſhe is ſo infatuated as receive her Gallant in YO © that | 
Apartment when you are abroad: that com Huſb 
home unexpectedly you ſaw —— I was ſo ter gined 
ed at what I heard, that i bawled out it was fa © {lt i; 
and that I ſw plainly my Ruin was deſigned, W Comp 
© that I would publiſh . de G 's Motives a 
* having recourſe to ſuch infamous Proceeding © clufio 
that I would go immediately to acquaint his LF © upon | 


( 


* you tl 
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of will © of tie whole Affair, and complain of a Fiction 
aas falſe as it was cruel and unjuſt. | 

plain g „The Tone in which this was uttered, had a 
Milt © ſurpriſing Effect. Mr. de G apprehending 1 
eſerva ſhould be as good as my Word, and ſeeing me 
replia © ruſh out of the Cloſet all in Tears to go and in- 
for bMY form you, Madam, of what was carrying on, he 
ie fall © topt me, ſrying, | was a Fool not to fee it was 
I kno all an Artifice to oblige me to come out of the 
are a © Cloſet and make his Daughter laugh. I did not 
rove M © puſh the Aﬀair any farther ; it was evident he 
d hay © g:ve this turn to it only to ſtiſle the Matter. Per- 
elitate ſuaded as I was of this, and that he really intend- 
© ed to make „ou turn me away, that he might 


rail will have an Opportunity of prevailing on me with- 
„ing i © out Diſturbance from you, or alarming the 
oured Ml Family; (I was not miſtaken; for I chanced 


 Paſſiol © ſome Years af:erwards to learn tte whole Deſign ; 


but tal © he had gained over Mademoiſelle's Chamber-maid, 
* who was ſince turned away, and had undertaken 
nce yo © to bring me to accept of his Offers) 1 vow' d to 
ow, Mi © My. de G—,that if ever he endeavoured to ſurpriſe 


nts. dl me again, I would that nſtant leave the Houſe, 
ended WM and proclaim my Reaſons to the whole World. 
y him. MW From that Moment, Madam, he has taken no 
ed hel © rotice of me, nor given me the leaſt Diſturbance. 
it ic © So true it is, that when a young Woman happens 
hat 1 © to be ruined, it is for want of knowing how to de- 
you hal © fend terſelf as ſhe ought. : 

ve; Chriſtina, after finiſhing this Adventure, added, 
it in q © that ſhe only related it to convince me that my 


* 


t come © Huſband ſtood in greater Dread of me than I ima- 

ſo ter gined, and that if I had ſhown a little more Re- 
was lull © {ol ution, I ſhould not have had ſuch juſt Reaſon of 

1oned, * Complaint. | | * 

otives MW © I aſk'd Chriſtina when ſhe had done, what Con- 

ceeding © clufion ſhe drew from her Story and the Reflexion 


t his L © upon it. That My. de G——is not ſo obſtinate as 
you think, ſaid ſhe ; and if you take proper Me- 


+ thods, 


( 
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© Ape. : 
What! would you have me, Sir, complain th 
my Mother of Chri//ina ? ſaid my dear Miſtte 
For what Reaſon ? The poor Girl never deſerve 


* 


ſuch Uſage from me. That is nothing, replieſ 
Mr. de G————, do as I bid you; tis for he 
Good that I put you upon it: while ſhe flayg 
here, ſhe will not hear of being ſettled. I kno 
a proper Party for her, and when you are a@ 
quainted with the Aﬀ.ir, you will approve 
the Propoſal. Is it poſſible you ſhould hay 
ſo little Regard for what I ſay, as to heſitate | 
Moment! * 4 
* Mademoiſelle de G , unable to prevail wit 
© herſelf to ſay any thing ag: inſt me, knowing tl 
tender Reſpect I had for her, ſtill endeavoured ij 
evade doing it. Her Father flew into a Paſſog 
Well, cried he riſing up, I have done; but tal 
Notice, I'll never forget your refuſing me. 
This was more than enough to influence you 
© Daughter, who always had, as you know, M. 
dam, an uncommon Reſpect for her Parents. Sh 
called back M. de G „who had pretended 
go away, and promiſed to be directed by him. 
Since you know how to behave, replied he, 
* am willing to, forget what is paſs'd; but it is u 
« on Condition you punctually perform what I 
\ © quire of you. Tell your Mother that you ha 
perceived of late that Chri/tina is in Love; til 
« ſhe is ſo infatuated as receive her Gallant in 50 
Apartment when you are abroad: that com! 
© home unexpectedly you faw I éwas fo ter 
ed at what I heard, that i bawled out it was fall 
and that I ſaw plainly my Ruin was deſigned, ! 
© that I would publiſh e. de G 's Motaves | 
having recourſe to ſuch infamous Proceeding 
* that I would go immediately to acquaint his L 
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| if the whole Affair, and complain of a Fiction 


as falſe as it was cruel and unjuſt. 

« 'The Tone in which this was uttered, had a 
ſurpriſing Effect. Mr. de G apprehending I 
ſhould be as good as my Word, and ſeeing me 
ruſh out of the Cloſet all in Tears to go and in- 


form you, Madam, of what was carrying on, he 


ſtopt me, ſnying, | was a Fool not to ſee it was 
all an Artifice to oblige me to come out of the 
Cloſet and make his Daughter laugh. I did not 
puſh the Affair any farther ; it was evident he 
g:ve this turn to it only to ſtiſle the Matter. Per- 
ſuaded as I was of this, and that he really intend- 
ed to make ou turn me away, that he might 


have an Opportunity of prevailing on me with- 


out Diſturbance from you, or alarming the 
Family; (I was not miſtaken; for I chanced 
ſome Years af:erwards to learn the whole Deſign ; 
he had gained over 1ademni/elle's Chamber-maid, 


who was ſince turned away, and had undertaken 


to bring me to accept of his Offers) I vow'd to 
Mr. de G—,that if ever he endeavoured to ſurpriſe 
me again, I would that nſtant leave the Houſe, 
and proclaim my Reaſons to the whole World. 
From that Moment, Madam, he has talczen no 
notice of me, nor given me the leaſt Diſturbance. 
So true it is, that when a young Woman happens 
to be ruined, it is for want of knowing how to de- 


ou hal fend lierlelf as ſhe ought. 
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* Chriſiina, after finiſhing this Adventure, added, 
that ſhe only related it to convince me that my 
Huſband ſtood in greater Dread of me than I ima- 
gined, and that if I had ſhown a little more Re- 
ſolution, I ſhould not have had ſuch juſt Reaſon of 
Complaint. | 

* I aſk'd Chriſtina when ſhe had done, what Con- 
clufion ſhe drew from her Story and the Reflexion 
upon it. That My. de G is not ſo obſtinate as 


you think, ſaid ſne; and if you take proper Me- 
| + thods, 


* 
< 


The firſt Step I would adviſe, continued the 
good Girl, is to find oat your Rival and her Ha. 
bitation ; then to have her informed very perem- 
ptorily, that as yet you are ignorant of the Af. 
fair, but that if once it comes to your Knowledge, 
you have ſo much Power, that ſhe will be infalli- | 
bly cruſhed, or confined for Life. This done, | 
which cannot but produce a good Effect, ſome | 
Friend of M. de G muſt be applied to, and prevail. | 
ed upon, aſter lay ing open your Griefs, to talk 
reſolutely with your Huſband on the Subject. He 
muſt be defired to acquaint M. de G — that yo. 
will be impoſed upon no longer, but will come to | 
an open Rupture, which ſooner or later muſt ruin 
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thode, a Stop might be put to the Vexations | 


which overwhelm you. 


his Reputation. | 
All Chri/tina's Reaſons could not prevail upon 


me to follow her Advice; but occaſioned a whim- 
ſical Reivlution which ſeemed to promiſe equal | 


Succeſs. I am apt to think no Wife before me 


ever thought of ſuch a Stratagem. You ſhall be 


judge, my dear Child, continued Madame de G 


I never reflect on it without laughing, and T'll} 
lay a Wager you will do ſo too when you know | 


i; 


* Chriftina was no ſooner appriſed of my Plot, 


but ſhe clapp'd her Hands by way of Applauſe, 
and anſwer'd for the Succeſs, In order to ſet it 
on Foot, I went into my Huſband's Cloſet the 
next Morning. After enquiring how he did, The 
Carnival, ſaid I, is at hand, I have a Fancy to 
paſs it, as well as the Lent, in the Country, and 
not return to Paris till after Eaſter. I am come 


to know, Sir, if you approve of it. The Idea 


of my Abſence was too acceptable not to meet 
with Approbation: he not only replied, I was 
my own Miſtreſs, and ſhould be ever ſo: but even 


accompanied his gentee] Expreſſions, which were 
| © now 
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© before 
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"Wk: 
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' joyed at 


I accordir 


© 1 was 
(Girl liy 
went Qu! 
' appriſed 
' Plays, © 


„ 


now a Novelty to me, with a Purſe of Gold, to 
mak: the Carnival the more agreeable, as he was 
« pleaſed to expreſs himſelf. 4 f 
That very Day, Chriſtina and I began our 
Journey: but inſtead of taking the Road which 
© leads to my Eſtate, I went to the Houſe where 
her Mother liv'd, whom J had ſent for the Night 
before, and acquainted with my Deſign. They 
got me a Taylor, I put on a Night-gown and 
* a Man's Night-cap to prevent his having any 
* Suſpicion. I made him take my Meaſure, and 
« beſpoke two Suits, one very rich, the other a 
little plainer, but begg d he would make them 
' with all Speed. 1 | _ 
In leſs than four Days I was metamorphoſed 
into a genteel young Fellow, and the Diſguiſe 


became me exceedingly. 


I aſk'd Chriſtina and her Mother how they lik- 


ed me. They proteſted I look' d charmingly, and 


perſonated a Man ſo naturally, that no Creature 
would ever ſuſpect I was any thing elſe. This de- 
' lighted me, and I never doubted but my Pro- 
ject would ſucceed according to my Wiſhes. 

J have a Valet de Chambre, who was always in. 


' I had given him orders to have Monfieur de G 


watch'd, and learn, coſt what it would, where his 


' Miſtreſs lived. He obey'd me, juſt as I could 
' wiſh. In three Days time, he inform'd me, ſhe 
lived in a little bye Street turning out of Faux- 
' fourg St. Honore, at a new-built Houſe, and that 
my Huſband ſupp'd there every Night. I was over- 
' oyed at this Diſcovery, and ordered every thing 


4 accordingly. 


I was not ſatisfied with knowing where this 
„Girl lived; it behoved me to know when ſhe 
went out, and where one might ſee her. I was 
' appriſed two Days after, that ſhe often went to 


Valet 


my Intereſt, and one you have ſeen at my Houſe: 


' Flays, of which ſhe was paſſionately fond. My 
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Valet de Chambre, who ſerved me as Footman, 


had got acquainted with her's: they had drank 
together; and my Man, who was ſly, gave me 
ſufficient Intelligence to flatter myſelf, that it 
imagined, MY * 
2. * W* courſe 
 * They were upon the Watch, to give me No- hear 
loment the went abroad. I had MY © that 
hired a Waiting-Jobb, by the Month. At the 
Corner of the Street | waited for Miſs : ſhe was from 
not long before ſhe came out: my Coachman had Huſba 
Orders to follow her, and to ſtop at every Place 
where ſhe did. She enter'd Paris by Saint Honort- 
« fireet, went and bought ſomething at a Millener's . upon 
Shop, turn'd down Larberſeliſtrett, and then to | 
the Play-houſe. There I thought I was ſure of © 2d p. 
her, and was not miſtiken : ſhe was accompanied 
by a Servant elder than herſelf, but very well 
dreſſed; I could not gueſs whether ſhe was a Re- 
lation or her waiting Woman: there is no Diſ- 
in Dreſs, and *tis difficult to 
diſcern thereby the different Conditions of Man- 
kind. I could not get a full View of her, for 
want of a favourable Opportunity, I had only a a 
Glimpſe ; ſhe appeared to be tall and well ſhap- | 
ed; that's all J could diſtinguiſh  - _ | 
I was not much better off, when I came into 
the Play-houſe, altho' I had placed myſelf in one 
's: it was ſo early, that 
there were but ſome circular Lights in the Boxes. 
Nevertheleſs, the Houſe was full ; it was the firſt 
| Repreſentation of one of My. Voltaire's Tragedies, 
intitled N. You have often heard me talk, my 


would not be fo difficult a Matter, as 1 


to make an Acquaintance with her. 


tice the very 


tinction now a Days 


of the Boxes joining to 


Dear, of that illuſtrious Author, and you may 


remember, that I extoll'd him to the Heavens, as 
well as the Publick; this may make you com- 


prehend the e of the Entertainment, 


and that all the People of Faſtion and Senſe at 
a. W alt- 


Paris were prefent, 


\ 
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could 
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forme 
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* things 
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1 Waiting till they lighted the Candles, and I 
could more eaſily examine Mademoiſelle Juli a (chat 


was her Name, as my Valet de Chambre had in- 
formed me) I hearkened attentively to her Diſ- 


. courſe. Notwithſtanding ſhe ſpoke in a low Voice, 
heard her fay to the Perſon who came with her, 


that ſhe 2 leſt Mon ſieur de & — - 
. ſhould know ſhe was at the Play. I found out, 
from what they ſaid, that they had made my 
Huſband believe they were only gone to buy ſome 


K things, and according to my Conjecture, it ap- 


fa I - peared he was jealous, and had a watchful Eye 


. . his Miſtreſs. I was not ſorry to find it 
„ "ſo; 'twas Fa what I wanted to attain the Eg 1 
lad propos'd 

= Here I interrupted F< a de G 
have been, faid I, under the greateſt Impatience 


« propos*'d to yourſelf ; I'Il own to you ſincerely, 
«that I comprehend nothing at all of the Matter. 
J * You are very haſty, (replied Madame de G. 
2 with a Smile) I have half a Mind to leave you in 
J * Suſpenſe, till the Incidents that are to follow, 
© have informed you; but I ſhould make a good 
* Princeſs, I don't love to refuſe. Know there- 
fore that my Deſign was, to gain the Damſel's 
: Affections, to get an Aſſignation, and to be ſur- 
* priſed in her Company, and thereby oblige my 
* Huſband to abandon her. I had ſtill another 
© View ; which you ſhall not know, but in pro- 
per Time and Place. 


| © look'd on Mademoiſelle Julia with a gretdy Eye: 
* I thought her charming: ſhe had an enchanting 
5 pre ghtlineſs in her Countenance : the Fineneſs 
her Complection dazzled ſufliclently, without 
that r of Red ſhe laid on: her Neek was 
* admirable, and the reſt of her Figure was per- 
© kealy well turn d. 


＋ 2 6 After 


we 


| : « for this half Hour; therefore do me the Favour, 
. © my dear Lady, to tell me what End it was you 


As ſoon as the Houſe began to be lighted up, IL 


- - — peu Thee yg . 
. ],, 
. — 
14 me. . 2 2 » — « - - - 


— | 
\ 
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After this Examination, I was not ſurpriſed f 
at my Huſband's Fondneſs for her. Notwithſtand- 
ing I am a Woman, I never was backward in 


doing Juſtice to thoſe of my Sex that deſerved © no mo 
* it. 1 was juſt in regard to this Perſon, and ſen- |, fe, g 


It was no difficult Matter for me to make an | 1 
* Acquaintance with her: theſe Creatures carry not . Foc : 
their Reſerve ſo far as to refuſe Converſation. - 1 | GIF I 
had a long one with her, and as ſhe ſaw me com-. 8 0 f 
« pletely dreis'd, and that J had ſomething of an Air . W 
of Diſtinction, ſhe was pleas'd with all 1 ſaid in her : i 8 es 

Commendation. I aſked her Leave to make her a 9 * 
Viſit: ſhe did not abſolutely grant it; but it # * FOI 
was eaſy to perceive, that before the Play was . 77 5 
over ſhe would not refuſe it. The Play began. * 0 
I was fo charm'd with it, and heard it with ſo Fo 


much Attention, that I had like to have forgot Y, Ns 


© fible of all that was to be ſeen in her. 


my Pro 


fition of Zaire. 
who poſſeſs Talents in ſuch an eminent Degree 


They deſerve to have Monuments erected to their | 
Honour, as in former Days. What do I ſay ? | 
in doing juſtice to Authors of this Rank, it is | 


ourſelves we honour in raiſing Monuments to 


them. Is it nct a Monument of the good Taſte | 


of that People, who knew ſo well whom thus to 
diſtinguiſh ? =. 
I took the Opportunity of the Intervals he- 


tween the Acts, to obtain my Requeſt. Fair Ja- 


* 
lia ſeem'd on purpoſe to delay me, till the artful 


Solution of the Play, and did not grant my Peti- 
tion till it was over. I have a Difficulty, ſaid ſhe, - 


"0" 


jet, Figure to yourſelf, my dear Child, . 3 
that Delicacy of Sentiment was never carried to Y © 

a higher Pitch, than what the celebrated Poet . told 
affected the Audience with, in this Tragedy: e- I .cn 
very thing was majeſtick, noble, moving: the 
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Afte 


' the fair 
' ſuade } 


ed, than themſelves : Fancy, Addreſs, Energy of | 72 
Stile, Dignity; all this concurr'd in the Compo- ou ary 


Happy, thrice happy, thoſe 200. th 


ſooner! 
to liſter 


( make 1 
das to h: 
fully ſp: 
no mor 

© I too 
next D: 
" without 
' the Ser 


= with k 


as ſoon 
" Madems 


in admitting your Viſits; and that becauſe you 
appear to me a dangerous Man; if you were 


no more than an ordinary Perſon, I ſhould not 
fear you ſo much; but, without valuing my- 
ſelf for my Wit, I have Senſe enough to diſcover 
you have a great deal, and that your Converſa- 


tion is enchanting. For Reaſons known to my- 


elf, I amobliged to grant your Petition condi- 


' tionally : when you are acquainted with them, 


11 you will not be ſurpris'd at the Precautions I exact 


from you. I will even own, that I could eafily 
inform you what my Motives are. Perhaps you 
have conceived a good Opinion of me: I could 
' with, if it were poſſible, that you might perſiſt in 
eit. Of this we will talk another Time. For the 
preſent, I myſt deſire, when you come to ſee me, 
' that it be after Dinner, and to leave it in my 


; ' Breaſt to ſend you away when I ſhall think proper. 


After having had this Diicourſe with her, ſhe- 


told me where ſhe lodged. I ſaid every thing to 


the fair Julia, that I thought moſt likely to per- 
ſuade her, how much I was tranſported - with 


the Favour ſhe had granted. You Men are 
all Traitors, ſaid ſhe pleaſantly as ſhe roſe up; 
vou are the lovelieſt Things in the World, when 


(you take a fancy to court us; but you have no 
ſooner ſucceeded, no woner are we fooliſh enough - 


to liſten to you, than you become perfidious, and 


make us repent the Regard we have been ſo dilly 


Jas to have for you. This Farewel was ſo grace- 
fully ſpoken, that, had I been a Man, there needed 


no more to have captivated me entirely, | _ 
© I took care not to fail my Appointnfent the 
next Day. Little thought I of being ſent away 
without ſeeing her. I found ſtanding at the Door 
' the Servant whom I ſaw the Night before along 
with Falia: ſhe ſhew'd me into a little Parlour 
' 85 ſoon as ſhe knew me again, and told me, that 
' Mademoiſelle would be vaſtly mortified for the 
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dence : ſhe acquainted me with what I knew as 


G 


home, but Monfieur de G 


crying almoſt all Night long. However, Matters] 


Whilſt he was at Paris, we had Time to breattep 


never to be enough eſteem' d. 
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Trouble * had taken: that ſhe had a Viſitor jel 
come in, whom ſhe did not expect, and it Was 
not poſſible for her to ſee me that Day. II imme. 
diately thought this Diſappointment was a con- 
certed thing, either to excite the Paſſion 1 * 
diſcover'd, or to make me explain myſelf better 
In order to make ſhort Work on't, I thought pro- 5 
per to begin by winning Gogo (chat was her Cham 
ber- maid's Name) I gave her ten Louis d Ort, 
which made her bluſh more than the moſt i impu- | 
dent Diſcourfe one could have utter d. My Pre- 
ſent had its uſual Effect; it purchas'd her Cong 


1 28 


I 


PE 


2 


well as herſelf, that is to fay, that Monſfeur de 
was in Love with Mademoiſelle Julia, 
He is terribly jealous, ſaid this Wench, andy 
knows already that my Miſtreſs ſpoke to you la 
Night at the Play: ſhe was no ſooner return { 
„ Who was wait? 
ing for her, made a furious Noiſe we have been 


are made up, he has not ſtir'd out fince yeſter 
day, and, to compleat our Misfortunes, he ha 1 
told us of his Wife's Abfence, which will give 
hin, he ſays, an Opportunity of coming here 
at all Hours. If he thought the News 00 b be 
any Satisfaction to us, the poor Man was very 
much miſtaken ; we are cruelly mortified at 13 


he left us one Part of the Day to ourſelves : Yey 
truly, from Morning till Eight of the Clock af 
Night Mademoiſelle was at Liberty: the certainly 
made no bad Uſe of it; there is not a more retir'c 
Perſon in all the World, and except two or thre( 
of her own Sex ſhe now and then ſees, ſhe lead 
the Life of a Nun, Sir ; ſheisa little 'Treafure| 


My Preſent, as you fee, my dear Child, had 4 
wonderful Effect. 1 catch d at this Opportunit 
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« of being acquainted with the whole Affair. Come 
tell me, my dear Gogo, replied I, does Monſteur 


a 


4 G-—— make you tome Amends, by his Libe- 
raiity, for all the Vexations he gives you? 


Why, pretty well, anſwer'd ſhe turning aſide 


the Truth is, he might do better; we know he 


is rich. But Made moiſelle is not mercenary; Com- 
plaiſance works more upon her, than all the Trea- 


ures in the World: For Examyie now ; it would 


it. I know her Folly on this Subject, and blame 
her for it. 


pleaſure ? 'Slife l if one did but pr 
her a Purſe of Guineas, a Snuff- box, a Diamond, 


be the ſame thing as ſtabbing her to the Heart, to 


offer her a Gratuity; *twould grieve her to the 
very Soul, and ſhe would certainly fall fick upon 


| What can one do? Every body has 
their Whims. Would you believe it, Sir, con- 
tinued the cunning Gogo, that I am obliged, in 
order. to eaſe her of the Vexation I have men- 
tion'd, to charge myſelf with the Receipt of the 
Preſents that are made her, and to inſtruct Perſons 
how to behave, that they may not incur her Diſ- 
ſume to offer 


* ſhe would that Minute forbid you her Preſence, 


done in ſo rude a manner. 
Opera; after ogling her there, he has her follow'd 
home. The next Morning as ſoon as he was up 


No! no! there is no touching there. | 

* But, replied I without ſeeming to underſtand” 
her Meaning, how did N de G— 
get acquainted with her, and manage his Matters 
ſo as to become her Gallant? Ah! Sir, aſk me 


not about it, anſwer'd Gogo with-a flirting Air, 


his way of breaking the Ice had like to have 
thrown Mademeoi/elle into Fits; nothing was ever 


he wrote her Word, that he admired her, that 


he knew very well ſhe was kept by a Counſellor 


c. 


0 


of the Parlement, and that but very indifferently 
(he was well inform'd.) Will you, ſaid he to 
her, do one Thing? Diſmiſs your Counſellor, 
| — | 


He meets her at the. 


and 
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This Concluſion almoſt made me laugh. Here 

J trac'd my Huſband's own Likeneſs to the Life. | 
But, ſaid I to Gogo, this Way of making Love 
does not ſeem to me ſo brutal. 
ſaid ſne, that's not the Way to make Advances 
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Mogſeur de G 
ſwer me, that he did not think there needed all 
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and Iwill give you (do but obſerve the Brutality | 
- it you pieate) I will give you a thouſand Crown; | 
_ a Month; by way of Preliminary I here ſend you 
a hundred Louis's, do as you will. Adieu, Charn: | 
er, think well of this; afterwards we will be bet. 


ter acquainted. 


to a Woman of her great Merit, and if we had 
not found Means of correcting Monfieur de G, 
he had never ſet his Foot in this Houſe again. 
* Tell me then (ſaid I) how you compromis'd 
Matters, for you ſeem to me a Girl of real Merit. 
You are pleaſant, Sir (replied Gage) I pretend to 


10 ſort of Merit; but I know the World a little. 


J undertook to go the next Morning to Monſieur 
de G ——— I told him, Mademoiſelle was extreamly 
angry at his Letter and his hundred Lowzs's ; that 


but for me, they would have been ſent back again, | 


and that I was forced to exert all the Credit I had 
with her, to keep her in any Degree of Modera- 
tion. | | | | 


was rude, enough to an- 


this Ceremony to huddle up a Love-Affair with a 
Wench to be had for Money. Truly, Sir, ſaid 
the cunning Gogo, I had a Mind to fly at his 
Throat; I gave him what he deſerved ; and at- 
ter a thouſand bitter Reproaches, I fell a crying; 
My Tears render'd Monſieun de G more trac- 


table: he beg'd me to make his Peace with my 


1 Miſtreſs, and to let him know in what he had 


. 


offended her : Swearing by his ſtrong Box, that 
he had behav'd to her in the ſame Manner as to 
many more, except that he had never as yet oy 

| 3 f , 6-10 


7 0 
4 Fa 


Pardon me, Sir, | 
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ſo handſome an Offer to any body. To convince 
« thee of it, ſays he (take Notice of that Thee) I 
will let thee ſee the rough Draught of the Letter 
I wrote to her, and which I made. Uſe of, for 
above theſe thirty Vears, for the like Purpoſe. 
He ſhow'd it me accordingly ; *twas fo ſoil'd, 
that I eaſily believ'd it had been e full as 
long ago as he ſaid. 

He wanted to know, after that, why my Mi- 
ſtreſs had been ſo angry with him. Becauſe your 
Letter, ſaid J, had like to have rain'd her: that 
« ſhe was come of a good Family, not very rich, 
to ſpeak the Truth; but for that very Reaſon tis 
* ſhe is tampering with the Counſellor, who has 

* promiſed to marry her, and who you think keeps 
her. After all this, judge yourſelf, if ſhe is angry 
* without Reaſon. Oh! that's another Affair, cried 
Monſieur de 2 —; but I am not the lefs 
* ſorry, for I am in Love with the Wench: Truth; 
Sir, faid I, that very Word Wench is enough to 
have you thrown out of the Window, had it been 
* ſpoken before my Miſtreſs : if you have that Re- 

gard for her, you ought really to make uſe of 

' politer Expreſſions ; they would have as much 
Weight as the Offers you have made. . 

* What ſhall I ſay to you, Sir? ſaid Gogo, whom 
my Louis d' Ors had ſet a chattering like a Mag- 

pye. I gave Monſteur de G- —to underſtand, 
that I had with much Dithculty gain'd ſo far upon 
my Miſtreſs, as to make her think *twas worth 
* her while to give him Encouragement, and that 
his Frankneſs was a ſure Proof of his being a Man 
© of Honour. I told him beſides, that I had ma- 

naged ſo well, as to contrive an Interview for the 
next Day, and that if he behav'd himſelf hand- 
* ſomely, the Counſellor would be diſmiſs'd, pros 
' vided. he paid down to me, not to Mademoiſelle, 
who would not receive any thing as coming from 

' him, a whole Year's Advance, n ſhall I ſay 
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Point of doing it, there aroſe within 
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more? every thing was concluded according to 
my Direction; and from that Time Mor/ieur dle 


G | 


has been Lord and Maſter here. By 
mot ſelle. 


Huſband 


and whither ſhe would come to 
firſt Pretence that occur'd | 


I judged from this Diſcourſe, and from what 
happened to me the next Day, that my Affairs 
I found Julia alone. 
She ſeem'd to have drawn forth all her Charms to 
I repeat it a- 
gain, had I been of a different Sex, I muſt have 
lov'd her: ſhe ſhew'd a Modeſty and a Sweetneſs ? 
in her Converſation that charm'd me. I ad- 
vanced through all the gradual Progreſſions of 
Love with her: not without fearing ſhe would 
puſh it too briſkly ; and I had my Reaſons not to | 
draw it to a certain Period, which I carefully | 


were in a right Channel. 


compleat her Conqueſt over me. 


avoided. 


Nothing, as you ſee, dear Child, could go on 
better than my Deſign. All that remain'd far- | 


ther to be done, according to my Scheme,. was to 
hazard the deſiring an Aſſignation at Night, and 
ſo to have mylelf- ſurpriz'd in Falia's Company. 
Will you believe*'me, that when I was upon the 
me ſuch a 
* Tender- 


degrees I have brought him to humour Made. 
Whenever he makes her a Preſent, it 
mutt either be put into one of her Dreſſing-boxes, 
or into my Hands: no Thanks are return'd for 
it, and as he does Things pretty generouſly, we 
bear with him. | ME : 
* I was ſufficiently inſtructed by this Prodigy of 
a Waiting maid, not to be at a Loſs concerning my 
I aſk'd her, after what manner ſhe © 
could contrive me an Interview with her Miſtreſs. ” 
She aſſur'd me it ſhould be the next Day, at the 
fame Hour, and that if the jealous Man were ſo © 
cruel as to be there again, I ſhould receive a a 
Note to be at a third Houſe ſhe would appoint me, 
me, under the 
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* Tenderneſs towards this Gir, "that 1 hefitatod 


above four Days? She had given me fo en- 


desring a Reception; ſhe ſeemed to love me fo 
© ſincerely, and I had diſcover'd ſuch a Fund of 
Wit and good Senſe in her, that 1 thought. ita 
Piece of Cruelty; not to be parallel'd,' to con- 
« trive the Ruin of ſo amiable a Perſon. I put it 
off from Day to Day: In ſhort, I could not come 
to a Reſolution. 

On the fifth Day that I had been under theſe 
Agitations, Julia ſent to invite me to Dinner; 
ſhe knew where I lived. As ſoon as we had dined 
' the gave Orders to Gogo, to tell Mos 72 feur de G—, 
"1 ks ſhould take a Fancy to come, that ſhe was 
gone out, and ſhe did not know where. He will 
play the Devil, ſaid ſhe, but that's no Matter, we 

„Will find Ways to appeaſe him: this Day will I 
* dedicate to the peaceable Enjoyment of my dear 
« Min't (chis was the familiar Name ſhe had given 
me, and ſhe well deſerves I ſhould make her this 
Sacrifice.) "Twas with trembling 1 thank'd her 
for this Favour. I am undone ! ſaid J to myſelf; 
* how ſhall I behave, if ſhe ſhould ———. In 
© a Word, dear Child, I never was {o much put to 
it in all my Life. 

gut charming F u/ia's firſt Words reftor*d nie: 4 
] have no Mind, ſaid ſhe, to be diſturb'd, being 
determin'd to diſcover to you the ſecret Motions 

of my Soul. Do you know that I love you, and 
can you gueſs how you have ſtole into my Heart? 
* No certainly. By your Diſcretion. Would you 

* think, dear Miner, ſeeing the Life I lead, ae. 
„] oftentimes reflect, and ſpend whole Days in 
Tears * This Overture affected me.“ Speak, 
* 7 ulia, (aid L mov'd with Pity ; you, amaze me l. 
This is what J little expected. What are your 
t 8 7 Can 1 n I be fo oerpy as to 725 an Fas. 
to them? 6 : 
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Ves, my dear Miner, replied the ſorrowful 


Julia in Tears; you are the only Perſon in the 
World who can reſtore my Peace, after which [ 


daily figh. But firſt hear my Story; "twill not 1 


be tedious. 

To the Amours of Monfaeur le Marguis inn 
a General Officer, and of Mademoiſelle la R 
the celebrated Actreſs, I owe my Birth. I was 
privately brought up by a Woman who had 
liv'd with my Mother, but falling into bad Cir- 
cumſtances, ſhe left me to the wide World. She 
has been dead theſe four Years, - and I ſtill con- 
tinue to live, as you ſee, without Money, with- 


out Protection, without Aſſiſtance. It has not 


yet been in my Power to quit a Life which J 
deteſt. Would you think that I am doing Pe- 


nance in the high Road to Perdition? Would you 


imagine, dear Mint, that the Addreſs of a Man 


is to me a Torture ? and if it continues much 
longer, Deſpair will drive me into the moſt 


frightful Extremity ? 
© You ſeem ſurpriz'd, and not without a 
You will anſwer me without doubt, that there is 


nothing eaſier than to abandon ſuch a Courſe of 


Life, which I myſelf condemn, and is highly 
ſcandalous: but, my dear Miner, I have been 
brought up in ſome Plenty, from whence I have 
contracted a Habit. The Idea of wanting even 
Superfluities carries Horror with it: my Table 
always well furniſh'd, and I have been waited on 
all my Life: if I change my Conduct, there's 
an End of all at once, and J ſhall be reduc d to 
extreme Want. Theſe, my dear Mine, are the 
Conſiderations that overwhelm me, and detain 
*, my Diſorders. , This is a great deal: due If am 
. to ſurpriſe you much more, 

* *Tis now about a Year, when, being more than! 


* ever alarm'd at the State I was in, I made a firm 
* Purpole of — it, and oo doing my utmoſt to 
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break looſe from thoſe infamous Bonds, with 
which I was fetter d. Fully determin'd, I went 
gone Day into a Church; ſent for a Director With 
an Intention to conſult him upon my Situation, 


and to engage him, after a fincere Acknowledge- 


ment of all my paſt Faults, to take Compafſ on 


« of me, and to find ſome charitable Means of extri- 
cating me for ever from the Liſe I let. 


He heard me with all the Attention he was ca- | 
pable of, infiſted on my making, by Way of 


Preliminary, a general Confeſſion, and Whilſt 1 


was preparing for it to refrain from all Irregula- 


' rity : he concluded with ſaying, he would uſe all 
his Endeavours to erg me ſome honeſt Means 
of ſubſiſting. 


I reſign'd myſelf entirely to his Advice. As 
ſoon as I came home, I diſcharg'd my Servants; 


* fold all my Furniture; diſmiſs'd a Lover who. 
« provided for me, and retir'd ſome Diſtance from 
© the Town, with x firm Reſolution of remainin 


* conceal d, living in a Retreat, and of abandon- | 
ing the World, and its deceitful Joys. 


My Director was three Months without giving 
me Abſolution, under Pretence of knowing, if 


vhat I called a Converſion, might not be a Diſ- 
guſt, which would wear off in a few Months: he, n 
perſiſted all this Time in refuſing me a Bleſſing. 


which I ſo ardently defir'd, and which T regarded , 
* as the Seal of my approaching Tranquillity. I. 


* ſometimes bemoan'd myſelf on that Account; 
but nothing could move him. During theſe. 
© Delays, I faw the little I had, diminiſhi ing daily, 

* what Money I had was juſt ſpent ; ; I foreſaw that 


* I was going to be deſtitute of all Relief,“ and gave 
* myſelf up to Melancholy. Would you gueſs what 


* occaſion'd all theſe Delays in my Director? he 
* waited till I was reduc'd to the laſt Extremity, . 
to make Propoſals of a moſt i impious and a moſt 
* deteſtable Nature. Shall I own it to you, my 
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dear Mint? He was fallen in Love with me; 
he was bold enough to declare it, and that in fuch 1 
an impious manner, as cover'd me with Confu- 

I. drove him ſhamefully from 
my Sight, telling him, that if he durſt return and. 
offer to ſpeak to me again, 1 would make him : 
"repent what he had done, and mike my Com- 
plaints that he might be puniſh'd by his Superiors 


e his Deſerts. 


No, my dear Miuet; he was ſo provok'd at my 


Steadinefs, «that he ſwore he would. be reveng'd; | 


and he punctually kept his Word. 
] had paſs'd the Remainder of that Day i in Tears, 


and had reſolved to ſeek ſome Clergyman whoſe | 


Reputation for Religion and Piety might ſhelter 


me from ſuch Mis fortunes as had lately happened 
to me, when about Duſk an Exempt with ſeveral | 
Aſſiſtants came and carried me off. They did not 
give me Time to inform myſelf of their Reaſons 
for this Violence: I was hurried to Prifon ; and 
etwas three Months before I was enlarged. | 


© Teaſiiy imagined from whence this Stroke came. 
I conceive, my dear Mivet, that you can very well 
gueſs at it. *T'was to no Purpoſe to juſtify myſelf, 
and to tell thoſe who had confin'd me the Occaſion 
of my being ſecur'd: They look'd on all I ſaid as 


an idle Invention; it made no Impreſſion ; and 


they did not ſo much as make a Report of it. 


Ihe firſt Thing I did after I was ſet at Liberty 


was to go and —— God Thanks. I learnt from 


my Landlady, that there was a famous Preacher, 


who beſides that, paſſed for one of the ableſt Di- 
I went, 


of my wicked Confeſſor: He took three Days to 
reſolve upon what could be done {or me; at the 


t was I preparing for myſelf 1 > The Mi | 
creant not having the Fear of God before his Eyes, 
could there be Hopes of, his ſtanding corrected?ꝰ 


I acquainted him with my Hi- 
Rory : He conceiv'd a Horror at the Proceedings 
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End of which, he told me he had thought of 
« ſomething to enable me to end the n of 
my Days in Peace and Tranquillity. : 
© did not ſtay to aſe him what it was. Bo happy” 
did I think myſelf to be reſcued from Want, of 
« which I even then began to feel the Effects, that I 
threw myſelf at his Feet, aſſuring him that I ſhould: 
be eternally obliged to him, and that I would never 
« ceaſe to pray to Heaven for his Preſervation. 

* But what do you think he had done for me, my 
dear Mnet ? You will be full as much ſurpriz d at 
« it, as I myſelf then was. O Heaven] is it thus 
« your Miniſters diftribute the pious Contributions of 
the Well-diſpos'd ? The Clergyman bid me be the 
next Day at a Convent calPd Jes Filles du bon Pa- 
eur, that he would meet me, and he would lay 
down what was ene for my Subſiſtence as long 
« a3 L lied. 

] was enraged at 8 Propoſal, for: I deteſted a 
Convent; beſides, | knew from a Friend of mine 


, formerly, what ſort of a Houſe this was; and 


that in order to be admitted, one muſt own one's 
* {eif to have been a common Proftitute. I ſtifled 
* both my Grief and Aſtoniſhment : I had been too 


* ſeverely treated by my former Director, to dare 
to put myſelf in a Way of making this Man re- 
* pent of his Goodneſs towards me: I was convincd 
* befides, that too much Zeal was often as danger- 


* ous, as too little Virtue. I went away, after I 
had promis'd to be the next Day at the Place ap- 
* pointed ; but with a firm Reſolution of forfeiting 


my Word, and never more to think of ſeeking 


: Confilacidesi in the Boſom of ſuch People, in whom 


*. ſo much is wanting to render them humane and 


compaſſionate. | 
© I retarn'd Home oppreſt with Sorrow, and a 


« deſ ponding Heart, full of all that had happened to 


me fince my ſincere Deſires of a Converſion. After 
9 thouſand cruel Reflexions, I wrote to Gogo, the 
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Servant you now ſee about me; I knew whereſhe | | 
liv'd : She came, or more properly flew to me: 
She had ever had a tender Regard: for me; of 
which ſhe gave me Marks after J had with Tears 
1mparted to her all that had happen'd to me; in- 


ſtead of making me any Anſwer, ſhe quitted my | 


Room with as much Haſte as ſhe had enter'd it. | 
I thought at firſt, that ſeeing me in Miſery and |} 


Diſtreſs, ſhe deſerted me; but juſt Heaven, how 


much Reaſon had I to repent me of too haity and | 
too unfavorable / a Judgment! I heard about a 


Quarter of an Hour afterwards, a Coach ſtop at 


the Door; it was Gogo; ſhe brought me whatever 
ſhe could ſcrape together; and giving it, ſaid, 
*twas all my own, bid me make Uſe of it, and that 


© ſhe ſhould think herſelf too happy to ſpend her 


Days with her dear Miſtreſs. J gratefully em- 
brac'd the good Creature, and {wore to ker, that let 
what would happen, we would never part more. | 


Aſſuredly, when I compar'd her Zeal with that 
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of the Eccleſiaſticks, whom I mention'd, had 1 
not Room to think that one often finds Chriſtian 
Charity lodged in very improper Places? But 
where is the Wonder of that? the greateſt Part of 


thoſe who are appointed to practiſe it, and be its 


Diſtributors, abuſe and drive it away, if I may ſay 


ſo, by a wrong Application: It needs muſt find an 
Aſylum, and refuge itſelf ſomewhere or other. 


This, my dear Minôt, is my Hiſtory ; from 


whence you may eaſily comprehend, how much 


I abhor my preſent Situation : I am very defirous 
of changing it ; but the Methods of doing it ap- 
pear'd ſo difficult, from the firſt Steps I took, that 


I durſt no more attempt it, and that I have per- 


ſiſted till now in the State of Life you ſee. © 


I was mov'd even to Tears at what Julia had 


related. I waited with Impatience to know what 
might be her Views on me, and why ſhe had gi- 
ven me the Preference, in aſſiſting on an Occaſion 


y herein 
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wherein r ſeem'd ſo 1 re 144 a Jan to be em- 
oy 
Þ She did not make me wait ng You" will 
« ſcarce believe, ſaid ſhe; that you are the only one 
in the World, on whom I depend to draw me from 
the Precipice into which lam fallen. Vou have 
ſo often aſſur'd me of your Love, and this with 
ſo much Diſcretion, that I flatter myſelf you will 
afford me the moſt convincing Proof, Aſſiſt me, 
Sir, in taking that Step I moſt deſire, I only aſk, 
your Protection: The Money Monſieun de G 
has beſtow'd on me, ſince he has viſitel me, is 
ſufficient to ſet. me up in a Way of Buſineſ:, ; 
changing my Name, Place of Abode, and Con- 
duct. I have admitted Diſorder only to enable me 
to fly from it. Some Money I have ſav'd; and 


| © with what my Goods will produce, I reckon to 


make up 4 Sum of ten thouſand Livres: Tis but 
© a {mall Matter; yet ' ſufficient to begin with. 
f Marry I will not, neither will I become a Nun; 
© one is as hateful to me, as the other; what Idefice is, 
to carry on a Trade, in order to make the moſt 
* of my Pittance, and afford me en, to live com- 
* fortably and honeftly/i in the World: In you alone 
I place my Confidence: If you love me ſincerely 
you won't refuſe me your Advice and Aſſiſtance; 
* | take you for a Man of too much Honour and | 
* Principle to give me any Diſtruſt. 
I was preparing to anſwer theſe Requeſts, and to 
* applaud Fulza for her Sentiments which I ſo much 
© approv'd, when we heard Gogo ſcreaming at the 
Door, and doing all ſhe could to hinder Monfieur 
4e G— from coming in. He had learnt in the 
* Neighbourhood, that Fulia was not gone out, 
* and moreover that there came a well - dreſs'd Gen- 
* tleman juſt at Dinner time. This had rous'd his 
Jealouſy. He had got in, in Spite of all Gogo 
could ſay to him, altho' ſhe had given him ker 
Word, that ſhe would inform him where 72 
* 1 
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Miſtreſs was, and that with a Deſign of getting and 
rid of him, and giving me Time to get off; butſhe I * credi 
could not prevail. Ianfeur de & , Who was f Al 
in a Paſſion, brought up his Servnnts, and bid my 
them break open the Door where we were. This form 


was what made the Uproar. i 
Fulia gave herſelf over for loſt. Ah ! Sir, ſaid: der 
ſhe to me, take Pity on me; or I am ruin'd! if this bout 
Brute finds me here with you, he will have no * 
Mercy on my Life. I encouraged her; for Il FF * 
was ſure that I had infallible Means of appeaſing Y © 
his Wrath: I cas.. to a Reſolution whilſt Julia he; 
was ſpeaking ; and 1 was not ſorry for what had 
Mnnd..: 7 FF © 

© In the mean time they were hard at Work to give 
force the Door. I bid Julia aſſure Monſfeur de mol 
6 thro' the Door, that ſhe would immediate- in) 
ly open it, provided he would fend away his Ser- a m 
vants, and not make ſuch a Diſturbance, adviſing * this 
her at the ſame time to be ſure to ſcold firſt, mak- de 
ing as if he had waken'd her out of her Sleep. F F © of 
told her beſides, that I would hide myſelf, and MY * my 
that if he preſumed to uſe her ill, Lwould ſoon fly gre 
to her Aſſiſtance. She follow'd my Advice, and « tol 
play'd her Part very well. Scarce had ſhe begin ] to! 
to raiſe her Voice, but my Huſband lawer'd his: * we 
The Door was open'd: He maunder'd ;. but to 
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Fulia was beforehand with him 3. She ſaid, 'twas * 
mean and pitiful in him to eommit ſuch Extrava- * tai 
gances : She for her Part had a violent Head-ach, to- 
and ſhould never forget his brutal Behaviour. In « lor 
fine, ſhe ſaid a great deal. Monfieur de & „ 
ſeeing her in a Night- cap (for that was really the en 
Caſe) and alone, began to think he was wrong, WI 
and that he had been impoſed upon, with the Story © ha 
© of a Gentleman's having come to Dinner with 2 


her; he aſk'd for him, telling her he had been ſo * 2 
* wform'd. She aſſur'd him that ſhe -__— a- ng 
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and could not conceive how he was capable of 
ſuch idle Reports. 


All things went on ſwimmingly : But! it was not 


6 
6 
C 
C 
e 
C 
0 
. 
* 
c 
c 
6 
o 
r 
« 
6 
7 
C 
e 
U 
s 
c 
« 
* 
. 
c 
a 
0 
« 
6 
3 
c 
* 
4 
c 
C- 


"ip 


have 


my Intention they ſhould continue ſo. I had 
form'd my Project. Fulia was juſt going to take 
Monſieur de G- into the next Apartment un- 
der a Pretence of ſhowing him ſomething ſhe had 
bought, when I ſtirred myſelf in ſuch a Manner, 


that he heard and ſaw me. Hah! hah !- Made- 


moiſelle, cried he, are theſe your Tricks? It it 


thus you expoſe me? As he utter'd theſe Words, 


he gave her a Box on the Ear, and fell to beating, 
her. As eager as I was in getting out from the- 
Cloſet, to come to her Relief, he had already 
given her fifty Blows, which made her cry out 
moſt lamentably. Sure tis very raſh and daring, 
in you, cried I, laying hold of him and aſſuming 
a menacing Voice, to treat this young Lady after 
this Faſhion ; and that before me too. _ Monſieur 


de G. little dreaming to have found a Spark 


of ſo much Metal, as I appear'd (for I had 2 
my Hat over my Eyes) drew back a Step or two, 
grew pale, and lay ing his Hand on his Sword, 
told me, that the Wretch coſt him dear enough 
to have her all to himſelf. This would have done 
well enough ſome Years ago, cried J. burſting i in- 
to a Fit of Langhter, for b could not contain; but 
People of your Age are fit for nothing but to main- 
tain Miſtreſſes, and ſuch young Fellows as I, 
to- and Zounds= I could hold out no 
longer; ; my Laughter ſpoil'd all. Monſſeur de 
knew me; and was ſo prodigiouſly fright- 
ened at my Preſence, and at fading me ſhut. up 
with his Miſtreſs, as wellas imagining that I could 
He was ſo aftoniſh'd, Tay, that he 
fell back into an eaſy Chair with ſo di. aa 
a Countenance, that Julia herſelf, whe. knew 
not the Meaning of all this, nor the Reaſon of my 


immoderate Laughter, could not refrain, in {pite 
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of her Tears, from laughing herſelf. She ſoon | 

diſcover'd the Myſtery ; not only my Voice gave 
her a Suſpicion, but my Behaviour to Monſieur de 
J had ſeated myſelf on his Knee: inſtead 
of bitter Reproaches, which he might well expect, 
I applauded his Choice of ſo amiable a Perſon as 
Julia, and fondly raliied him for his Cruelty to 
her. At laſt he recover'd from his Surprize, and, 
mightily pleas'd to ſee Things take this agreeable 
gg'd to know the Solution of this bur- 
leſque Adventure. I related it without Diſguiſe, 
and ſiniſh'd my Narration by ſaying, that fo far 
from diſapproving the Eſteem he had for the 
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charming Perſon, who had created me ſo much 


Trouble and Uneaſineſs, I was the firſt to intreat 


his Perſeverance in jt ; and that I hope d in con; 
ren een — 92 3 
ſideration to me, he never would withdraw it 


r | 
© Tf what had pafs'd, ſo much aſtoniſh'd my Huſ- 


band, it was nothing, my dear Girl, in compari- 


ways in Paris, and leads the Life of an Angel: 1 


ſee her from time to time: She edifies me, my 
ſole Pleaſure is to be with her. Bar, the moſt 
ſurprizing Thing is, that Monſeur de G is en- 
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« tirely reclaim'd from Women, and leads a Life of 

great Regularity, for which I ſhall bleſs Heaven 

as long as I have Breath,” | 
We-came in Sight of the Village where we were. 


to dine, juſt as Madame de G—— had finiſh'd her 
Story. I thought of it, as it really was, that is to 
ſay, no lefs intereſting than agreeable. It farniſt'd. 
many Reflections on Neceſſity, which occaſions Diſ- 
order; and on the little e thoſe Perſons take to 


find a proper Remedy, who by their Vocation and 


Charge are obliged to do it. 


That very Day we arriv'd at Madame de G——"S | 


Seat. Monſieur de G—— receiv'd me with the 
greateſt Civility. I return d my Acknowledgments 
with the greater Pleaſure, as what J had lately heard, 


encreaſed my Regard for him. He ſeem' d to bear 


his Age much worſe than his Lady. I behaved with 
great Complaiſance. He gave me to underſtand I 


TJ fould have good Company. I could not conceive 
what he meant; for it muſt be obſerv'd, he was full 
as myſterious as my good Mamma de 5 never 


ſo much as naming the Margueſi de L. V. 6 
After the firft Compliments were over, 1 aſk' d af- 


ter Chriſtina, the Servant I ſo much lov'd, whom I 1 
have mention'd elſewhere ; ſhe was preſent and I did 


not know her again : She took me about the N eck, 


and thank'd me very obligingly for my kind Re. 


membrance of her. I was the more ſenſible of it, 


becauſe the Inſtance her Miſtreſs had given me of | 


her Virtue render*d her the more amiable and dearer, 
to me. 

They had conducted me to the Apartment ach ign- 
ed me, where I was changing my Clothes, when 


Madame de G——, who had left me, came to know, 


if I was ready to ſee ſome Company Juſt arriy d? I. 


anſwer d by riſing and meeting the old Margueſi, 
who enter'd the Room accompanied by Monſicur de 


G——, his Son, and Sr. Fal. The Colour came 
into my Face: Ih: little e ſo ceremonious a 


Viſit. 5 


1 * 
2 * 


P— A * < 
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Viſit. The old Margueſi complimented. me upon 

having recover'd of my Sickneſs handſomer than e. 
ver, as he was pleas'd to ſay. As for my Lover, *twas | 
far otherwiſe, he could ſcarce be known again: The | 


Minute he ſaw me, he ſtept back, whiſper'd Sz. Fal, 


and held up his Finger, as much as to ſay, is it thus | 


you put your Tricks upon me ? 


all ſurpris'd at it. 


Silence enſued, becanſe the old Margueſ was | 
mute, and ſeem'd recollected within himſelf. I trem- | 


bled, and knew not what to think of it; but it was 
ſoon broke. My Lover's Father aſked Wonfieur de 
4 


mative, he ſaid; Is well: Then caſting his Eyes 

on me, ſpoke as follows : | 
II is high Time, dear Jenny, to put an End 

to your Troubles and to crown your Virtue: You 


certainly merit a Fortune ſuperior to that which 


you are on the point of enjoying; this I have 
been long convinc'd of, and you are accordingly 


dear to me; but with all your good. Qualities, I 
© ſhould never have decided in your Fayour out of 


< Motives of Convenience, and ſuch as regard me 
< perſonally, had it not been for the Proofs you have 
given me of your elevated Sentiments. Theſe Proofs 


hae been hitherto a Myſtery, and I will firſt of all 


explain it to you. I knew the Paſſion you had for 
my Son, as well as the Exceſs of his towards you. 


It would have been too great a Sacrifice in me, to 
* have 


I return'd the old Margue/;'s Compliment for Com- 
pliment, and wiſh'd him Joy upon his good Looks. | 
The Converſation turn'd for a Minute upon our paſt | 
Sickneſs. . The old Margueſs rallied his Son on his | 
being ſo maul'd. This Point concern'd me: I could | 
not help taking his Part myſelf, ſaying, I thought him 
the ſame as ever: To which he made no other An- 
ſwer than a Bow. His Father replied, that partial | 
Eyes ſaw always favourably, and that he was not at 


if ke had given Orders that we ſhould not be | 
interrupted ; to which being anſwered in the Afhr-, | 


have approved of your mutual Flame, without an 
Aſſurance of your being both worthy of it. What 
Means did I employ to find that out? Why, I 
gave you both an Opportunity of Sacrificing that 
© Paſſion to me, which from its Birth created me fo 
« muck CET. En ks 

I would ſatisfy myſelf by a Trial ariſing from 
my Son's Heart, whether he, deſerv'd I ſhould 
forget my own Rank and publick Cenſure, out of 
* Complailance to him; and whether I was beloved 
«© by him ſufficiently to yield up to me all that was 
* moſt dear to him in the World: If I diſcover in 
* 1ay Son, ſaid I to myſelf contriving the Means that 
© were to convince me, that he loves me well enough 
to renounce what he doats on, then he deſerves I 
* ſhould conſent to his Happineſs. 


* n 


2 „ 


What I am going to ſay, will ſurpriſe, you, 
Fenny, (continued he) when you call to Mind all 
the Steps I have ſeem'd to take to gain your 
* Favour, and the Propoſals I made to marry you: 
but, don't be deceived : it was but to try your 
Character to the Bottom, and whether a For- 


' tone in preſent was capable of tempting your. 


Vanity. Young People are ſo often enſnared by 
Objects, artful in bringing about their own Ends, 
* that I would not ſuffer my Son to run the Riſk 
* of repenting his having given himſelf up to ſuch. 
da one; tis for that Reaſon I watch'd you. ſo nar- 


© rowly, and endeayour'd by all poſſible Means to 


* diſcover the inmoſt Receſles of your Heart. 
I have Reafon to be ſatisfied with my Diſcove- 
* ries in your regard ; but this -was not ſufficient 
to determine me, I wanted to know what Diſ- 
poſitions my Son was in; and if Forſan had not 
* informed me where you was hid, I ſhould have 
begun by obliging my Son to diſcover you, and 
to deliver you into my Hands. Had I pre- 
* vailed, I ſhould: have been fatisfied : I ſhould - 
© have ſaved both of you the many Hat pow 
| * have 
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© have run; but Heaven, that has puniſh'd my Pre- 
* ſumption in endeavouring to fathom, like itſelf, 
© the Heart of Man, after ſhewing me the Danger 
© my Son incurr'd, has been'pleaſed to reftore him | 
to me, and preſerve a Treaſure for him, with : 
which bis Life was wound up, and which was | 
ever deſtin'd to be his. | 
To compaſs my Ends, dear Fenny, that Fit of | 
*' Sickneſs, which to every one appeared to be | 
real ** How! (cried my Lover, kiſſing his 
Father's Hand) <* the cruel Condition in which I 
« faw you, which the whole Town talk'd of, was 


Ss 6 


it nothing but a Feint ?** © Yes, Son (replied the 


Marqueſs) © "twas all a Pretence ; but let me go on, 
every Thing ſhall be made clear. 

It was not difficult for me (continued this art- | 
fil Nobleman) * to act the Part in Queſtion : my 
«* Servants know my Humour, and that I will be 

* obeyed, and never forgive indiſcreet Talk. For- 
© ſan, Whom I had taken again on account of the 
«© Service he had done me, was let into the Secret, 
two Valets de Chambre, and my Surgeon: as theſe | 
© are the only People that approach us, it was no hard 
Matter, with their Aſſiſtance, to make the Fami- 
ly believe whatever 1 pleas d. Such was the My- 
« ſtery. My Son has ſhewn himſelf worthy of what 
he is; he generouſly ſacrificed what was moſt | 
dear to him, to preſerve his Father's Life; I | 
Was as much moved with this Sacrifice, as I ad- 
+ mir'd your Complaiſance for my Son. That 
Day, when Nature prevail'd over your generous 
© Reſolution, was I about to reward you; you were | 
then going to be. united. One Minute later my 
Son had taken the Place I ſeem'd to occupy. Your | 
« fainting away, O my dear Fenny, prevented this 
Stroke premeditated ' with fo much Pleaſure. 
How much did I repent, from the Dread of 
* loſing you both, * not diſcovering myſelf 
* :Jooner }' ++ - 


But 


„ 
gut Heaven, whom I have implored ſo much in 
your Behalf (continued the worthy Margue/) by 
* reſtoring you to me, puts it in my Power to 
What 1 have begun. | Approach, my dear Son, 


th A] (cried the Margue/s riſing and taking me by the 
2 Hand) © Be happy: I give you Jenny: making 
you this Preſent, I reckon I once more give you 
of | Life.“ Pronouncing theſe Words he ſeemed to 
be | melt; we both fell at his Feet. I was ſo ſeized, ſo 
his Ml overjoy'd, ſo full of I know not what, that I can no 
ESI ays explain the true State I was in. The Mar- 
Was | queſs himſelf dr opt a Tear 3 Monſieur and Madame ae 
the MY © and Sz Fal joined in this affecting Scene. 


After ſome moments Silence, the Marqueſs made us 
riſe and take our Places, then continued thus. 
[I you are ſatisfied, my dear Children, truly I 
am notleſs ſo myſelf ; but this is not always ſuf- 
| be © ficient, Decency muſt be obſerved. I have taken 
For. my Meaſures fo well, that the World ſhall be for 
ever ignorant of the real Origin of my Daughter- 
| © in-Law. I do not mention this to humble her, 
heſe MY © he is greater by her Virtue and fine Qualifications 
arg than a vain Birth can make her; but conſidering: 
| © what Slaves we are to Prejudice, I thought I 
My- | * might lawfully employ an innocent Stratagem, to 
chat I © 12 poſe upon thoſe of my Rank. Jeum ſhall ap- 
J ©-pear well born, and notwithſtanding they bid the 


e * Banns this Day in her Village, I have contriv'd 
ad- © Matters ſo, that they cannot diſcover my Se- 
That | 9 | 5 

1 In fine, every thing is ready for the Celebration 
were of a Marriage ſo much deſired; the Contract you 
y both ſign' d, and which coſt ſo many Tears, will 
8 ſerve; it is drawn in your Names. Thus, my 


| this J dear Child (ſaid the old Margue/s to me ſmiling) 
* you ſee that the Uneaſineſs you then expreſs'd - 

d of for the Marqueſs, and which I approv'd, was with- 
nyſelf out Foundation. Don't you remember | told you, 
Y * we ſhould be all ſatisfied ? have J deceived you? 
Vor. II. R . 


3900 

* It remains that I inform you (continued my 
Lover's Father, addreſſing himſelf to me, to make 
every thing clear) * that not being determin'd whi- 
ther to carry you, I had Recourfe to my old 
Friends Morſieur and Madame de G—=—, as Per- 
tons on u hom I might depend. I knew the Ob- 
* ligations you lay under to them, and that Idea 


acquainted them with the Affair, recommending 
Secrecy. I was very apprehenſive of its taking 
Air; after cauſing ſo much Care and Anxiety tr 
theſe Children, I thought it but juſt to reſery. 


© Dd i «- 


to myſelf the charming Satisfaction of being the | 


*: firft to inform them of their Happineſs. 


Thus did the old Marqueſs finiſh this delightful | 


Harangue : it renew'd our Marks of Acknowledg- 
ment: My Heart was full; but I durſt not give ſo 
hvely Proofs of it as my Lover. He threw him- 
ſelf twenty Times at his Feet, kiſſed his Hands as 
often, ſpoke to him in the tendereſt and fondeſt 
Manner After a proper time ſpent in theſe Tranſ- 


ports, the old Marqueſs told me, my Father and | 


Mother were come; that he had ſent for them 
© in order to aſſiſt at the Celebration of my Nup- 


«. tials 3 but that I was to give them to underſtand | 


© that they were to return no more to their Cot- 


tage, it being of the laſt Conſequence in the Mea- | 


© ſures he had taken for concealing who I Was. 


They ſhall loſe nothing by the Bargain (faid he, | 


to me ſmiling) © I give you my Eſtate ds F—-4—, 
« which is a hundred Leagues off, (it yields twenty 
© thouſand Livres a Year) you ſhall live there with 
them and your Huſband, till I think proper to 
have you nearer me. Your Father and Mother 


© ſhall remain there, and be Lords and Maſters ; 
© this will make amends for the Loſs of their own 
* Country. You'll have time enough to inſtruct 
them in the Journey how they muſt behave.” It 


is not difficult to aſſume an Air of Eaſe, when one 
TI's $5 =. 1s 


ſeem'd fo ſuitable, that I went immediately and 


in his Eyes. 


— —— —— eons. — 
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is ſo effeually. How: ſenſible was I of ſo much 
Goodneſs ! ſhould. I endeavour to nn it, the 
Taſk would be endleſs. _ 2 

' Hitherto I never had an Oppertan ity of owni 
to the old Marqueſs that Barbara was my Aunt ; 
did it now. Well, fo much the better — 
that dear and worthy Father of 1 Lover) e | 
* ſhall render one more Perſon ha 

The old Margueſi inform'd us moreover (for eve- 
ry thing can't be ſaid at once) that he had only 
brought with him and retained in his Service thoſe 
who attended him in his pretended Sickneſs ; and 
as for all the reſt, he had taken others in their room, 
to prevent any Diſcovery : He added, that he had 
diſmiſs'd Forſan, knowing he was not agreeable to 
me; (How good was this of him !) but that he 
had provided ſo well for him, that he would have 
no Reaſon to complain.“ 

My Joy. was too great to admit of any Reſent- 
ment. Tinterceded for For/an with ſo much Ear- 
neſtnels, that he might partake of the common Joy, 


—— —  — — — — 


as obtain'd his Readmiſſion; his Behauiour ever at- 


ter gave me Satisfaction. 
Madame de G finding all was ſaid, propes'd' 


going to Supper; every one was willing enough. 


Nothing gives a better Appetite than Joy; it will 


Ii be eaſily imagin'd, neither the Marqueſs nor I want- 


ed a Stomach. At Table I could read Impatience 

Muſt I bluſh to own I felt the ſame” 
Emotion? I was certainly excuſeable. Beſides, I 
was in continual Dread of ſome unforeſeen Event 
which might cruſh all my Hopes ; I had experienc'd 
ſo many Diſappointments, that I was habituated to 
expect no Day could paſs without them; but I was 
miſtaken ;| every thing has its Time; ill Fortune it- 
ſelf will at laſt be weary of perſecuting us. 

The Moment Supper was done, I flew: to my 
Apartment and lock d myſelf up with Barbara, my 
Father and Mother. I immediately fell at their 

R 2 Feet, 
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Feet, owning myſelf their Daughter and Niece, and 
aſking Pardon for my not diſcovering myſelf ſoott-' 
er; alledging the Reaſons of it, in a ſhort; but fiie- > 
cinct manner, The Reader muſt imagine their Sur- 


prize and Tranſ 


cried out, God be praisd! Fhen again, I always 


told you, Huſband, ſhe would prove a good Girl. Our 
Time was too ſhort to be employed in theſe mutual 
Endearments, I told them in two Words what was 
| | opos'd to my dear Aunt, 
who could ſcarce perſuade herſelf J was her Niece, 
either to follow me, or return to her beloved Vik 
lage, offering her my Father's Houſe, and to buy 
© No, no, (ſaid ſſſe very ho- - 


intended for them ; then pro 


a Piece of Land to it. | 
neſtly) © I am for no Village where you are not to 


© be, my dear Niece, ſince Providence will have me | 


© to call you ſo. Your Secret would be well kept, 


* truly, were I to return to my Village! To be 


plain with you, I ſhould hunt out every Vang in 
the Place, beginning with Mr. Curate, to be ſure, 


* as our Betters muſt be ſerv'd firſt; I am old Tell- 


truth. Lcould not forbear ſmiling at her Simpli- 


city; nevertheleſs I intreated her to be on her Guard 


for my Sake: Her Anſwer was, that I had no- 
thing to fear. whilſt ſhe was out of her own Village, 


Las I had experienced from the Time I had lived 


with her.“ 2 1 
During this, ſomebody knock id at the Door; it 
«Every thing is ready 


was the impatient Margue/*: 


(ſaid he thro' the Keyhole); © they wait for you.” 
The Door being open'd, he catch'd me round the 


Neck, and kiſs'd me ſo eagerly, that I bluſh'd very 
much. Nay, (cried he) you muſt nat be angry 
now.“ Saying this, he embraced my Father, 


Mother, and Aunt with great Tendernefs, calling 
«© them by thoſe Names, and concluded with ſay- 
„ing to me, © What is it we ſtay for?” His ab- 

| rupt 


port. cThey cried for Joy,when I ac: | 
quainted them with the Happineſs deſigned me. Mx 
Mother, preſſing my. Cheeks to hers, ſometimes | 
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In fe , we were > rnd Shook did 1 gu 


from that charming Ceremony ? IJ am ſilent; it 85 
I ſufficient to ſay, that it's ever freſh in m y Memory, : 
I The old Marqueſss Scheme was Fellow“ d to a tittle. 
Our Marriage occafion'd various Speculations; but 


they made no Impreſſion on the Marque/5 or me, 
entirely taken up with promoting our own Happi- 
neſs. T'wo Sens and a Daughter were the Fruit fc. 
our mutual Loves. Amidſt the great World, my 
Family employs all my Time; there centers 


Happineſs. My Huſband, ever tender, complaiſant 8 : P 


and fond: can I conclude! with a mor VG. 
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